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PREFACE. 

TH  E  great  number  of  different 
treatifes,  and  that  crowd  of  pre-  , 
fcriptions  which  have  appeared  in  the 
world,  whole  effects  anfwer  fo  ill  to 
the  expectations  raifed  of  them,  have 
thrown  fuch  a  difcredit  on  thofe  who 
treat  this  matter,  that  the  good-  are 
confounded  with  the  bad ;  and  ba¬ 
ting  a  few,  whole  merit,  and  repu¬ 
tation  of  being  authors,  are  apt  to 
dazzle,  we  no  longer  deign  to  call 
our  eyes  on  performances  of  later 
date ;  the  grave  and  dogmatical  tone 
captivates  the  reader ;  the  pupil  often 
fcarce  allows  himfelf  the  liberty  of  exa¬ 
mining  into  the  vanity  and  futility  of 
the  imaginations  of  the  mailer ;  and  the 
publick  becomes  the  victim  of  its  own 
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prejudices.  Animated  by  a  zeal,  truly 
natural,  for  the  prefervation  of  my  fel¬ 
low-creatures,  I  have  taken  upon  me 
to  combat  the  principles  upon  which 
men  commonly  build  ;  to  reject  the  or¬ 
dinary  methods ;  to  reform  the  reme¬ 
dies  in  ufe,  whofe  infufficiency  and  dan¬ 
ger  we  have  fhewn ;  and,  in  fine,  to 
propofe  our  own,  more  natural,  lefs 
dangerous,  and  of  confequence  more 
efficacious. 


We  ffiall  divide  this  treadle  into 
three  parts,  each  of  which  will  again 
be  divided  into  books,  and  thefe  into 
feveral  chapters,  preceded  by  a  preli¬ 
minary  diftertation ;  wherein  I  ffiew,  by 
evident  reafons  and  inconteftable  proofs, 
that  the  remedies  laboured  with  care  by 
a  good  artift,  according  to  the  invaria¬ 
ble  rules  of  true  and  genuine  chemiftry, 
which  are  no  other  than  thofe  of  na¬ 
ture,  as  chemiftry  is  nothing  other  but 
the  accurate  knowledge  of  the  in- 
moft  receftes  of  that  very  nature : 
that  thefe  remedies,  I  fay,  are  prefera¬ 
ble 
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ble  to  thofe  of  the  vulgar  and  galenical 
pharmacy. 

After  this,  in  order  to  be  able  to 
apply  to  my  fubjedt  the  general  prin¬ 
ciples,  which  I  have  explained  in  this 
difcourfe,  both  on  nature  in  general, 
and  in  particular  on  the  animal  kind, 
efpecially  man,  whom  his  dignity,  and 
the  natural  perfection  of  his  frame,  raife 
and  diftinguifh  with  advantage  above 
all  the  others,  I  give  a  general  notion  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  ;  after  which  I 
thence  deduce  the  caufes,  both  antece¬ 
dent  and  confequent.  I  enter  upon 
the  detail  of  the  different  forms  it  af- 
fumes,  and  I  indicate  whence  thefe 
differences  proceed  ;  I  determine  their 
feat,  and  the  fource  whence  the  pocky 
venom  derives  into  the  parts  of  our  bo¬ 
dies  :  and  after  having  explained  the 
different  fymptoms  thereof,  I  propound 
the  remedies  proper  for  the  cure  of  fo 
great  and  fo  fatal  an  evil. 

But  it  would  be  in  fome  meafure  to 
heighten  the  evil  to  perfons  of  under- 
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(landing  and  attention  to  the  interefts 
of  their  health  and  prefervation,  if  after 
having  made  them  fenftble  of  the  great- 
nefs  of  the  difeafe,  the  multiplicity  of 
its  dangerous  effects,  and  the  infuffici- 
ency  of  the  ordinary  remedies,  we  did 
not  explain  to  them  the  qualities,  the 
virtues,  and  efficacy  of  the  remedies  of 
our  propofal ;  and  this  is  what  we  have 
endeavoured  to  do  with  all  the  atten¬ 
tion  and  accuracy  poffible.  We  make 
it  appear,  that  by  our  preparations,  we 
correct  the  intemperature,  the  crudi¬ 
ty,  and  the  mixtion  of  heterogeneities, 
which  the  mercury,  which  is  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  our  fpecificks,  has  carried  with 
it  from  the  bofom  and  womb  of  its 
formation  and  nouriffiment :  we  leave 
in  its  fubftance  only  what  is  proper  to 
relieve,  and  retrench  every  thing  that 
might  prove  noxious.  Whence  I  con¬ 
clude,  that  as  much  as  mercury,  pre¬ 
pared  and  adminiftered  in  the  common 
method,  is  inefficient  or  dangerous  in 
the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes,  fo  much 
is  it  efficacious,  powerful,  mild,  and 
benign,  prepared  and  adminiftered  in 

our 
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our  method.  The  patient,  through  our 
preparations,  runs  no  hazard,  of  what 
age  and  temperament  foever  he  be. 

D  J 

ftrong  or  weak,  to  what  degree  foever 
he  has  the  diftemper,  and  how  com¬ 
plicated  foever  it  may  be. 

To  this  univerfal  fpecifick,  I  join  a 
preparation  of  viper,  which  makes  a 
perfed  quintefience  thereof  for  the  pu¬ 
rification  of  the  blood,  and  confequent- 
ly  for  expelling  the  venereal  virus,  after 
having  previoully  put  a  flop  to  its  pro- 
grefs,  and  weakened  its  effeds. 

In  the  firfb  and  fecond  parts,  I  give 
the  preparation  of  a  wonderful  ballam, 
which  I  call  folar^  and  which  cures 
every  kind  of  ulcer,  expels  every  ma¬ 
lignity  and  poifon,  both  internal  and 
external,  whether  on  applying  it  exter¬ 
nally  on  the  ailing  part,  or  taking  it  by 
the  mouth  with  the  proper  vehicles. 
Then  I  recite  the  different  fentiments 
of  the  authors,  who  have  treated  on 
the  origin,  the  caufes,  and  nature  of 
the  venereal  difeafe  :  I  expofe,  or  lay 
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open  their  methods  in  the  adminifira- 
tion  of  mercury,  which  are  reducible 
to  two,  at  this  day  in  ufe  ;  the  one,  is 
that  of  the  extinction,  which  is  the  gi¬ 
ving  weak  frictions,  and  at  proper  in¬ 
tervals  from  each  other,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  falivation  ;  the  other  is  the 
giving  Prong  and  frequent  frictions,  and 
the  railing  a  copious  falivation.  Both 
thele  methods  I  rejeCt  as  infufficient  for 
the  cure  of  the  venereal  diforders ;  yet 
however  owning,  that  that  of  the  ex¬ 
tinction  is  by  far  the  lefs  dangerous, 
than  that  of  Prong  frictions  and  abun¬ 
dant  falivations,  which  curing  never 
radically,  ever  caufe  at  leap  the  lan¬ 
guor,  and  very  often  the  death  of  the 
patient. 

In  fine,  I  give  my  method,  I  ex¬ 
pound  the  motives  thereto,  and  Ihew 
the  happy  efficacy  thereof  in  every  re- 
fpeCt ;  and  thus  I  conclude  the  firfi 
and  fecond  parts. 

In  the  third  part  I  am  to  treat  on 
the  different  venereal  fymptoms,  as 

heat 
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heat  of  urine,  gonorrhoea,  fhankers, 
bubo’s,  ftrangury;  to  which  we  will 
add  the  fcrophulous,  rheumatick,  ifehi- 
atic,  & c.  diforders.  And  as  there  are 
remedies  fpecified,  and  a  particular  me¬ 
thod  for  the  cure  of  thefe  different 
evils,  which  we  may  call  partial  pox, 
we  will  explain  them  here  in  particular, 
though  our  remedies  propofed  in  the 
fecond  part,  and  the  general  method 
for  the  preparation  and  adminiflration 
of  thefe  remedies,  are  fufficient  for  a 
radical  cure,  not  only  of  the  compleat 
and  complicated  pox,  but  alfo  of  all  its 
confequences,  and  all  its  forerunners, 
known  under  the  different  appellations 
that  are  given  them. 

However,  to  leave  nothing  more  to 
be  wifhed  for  on  this  fubjedt,  I  will 
give  a  treatife  on  the  quintelfences 
drawn  from  the  three  kingdoms,  which 
are  fo  many  excellent  remedies  for  the 
cure  of  all  difeafes  in  general :  and  as 
I  accurately  teach  the  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  and  making  thefe  quintelfences 
from  the  famples  I  ufe,  that  very  thing 
i  may 
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may  ferve  as  a  rule  or  direction  for 
thofe  who  would  work  and  draw 
quintefiences  from  all  the  other  mixts 
of  nature  :  but  I  pretend  not  to  be 
believed  on  my  bare  word  ;  judge  your- 
felf,  Reader,  of  the  matter,  after  hav¬ 
ing  rea£d,  feen,  and  tried.  This  trea- 
tife,  and  the  quintefiences,  will  in  like 
manner  conclude  the  third  and  laft 
part. 


Advertifement. 

Dr.  Jourdan  de  Pellf.rin,  Phyjician ~ 
Chemift  to  the  Mojl  Chrijiian  King^ 
in  Little  Wild-Street,  near  Lincoln’s- 
Inn-Fields,  his  Name  over  the  Door . 
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A 

Preliminary  Discourse^ 

Anfwering  to  the  fever al  objections  made  to 
the  ufe  o/Chemical  Preparations, 
and  proving  likewife  they  are  fuperior ,  and 
ought ,  in  conference  ^  to  be  prefer' d  to 
Galenical  Medicines. 

E  A  L  T  H  muft  be  allowed  to  be 
the  moft  important  concern  of  na¬ 
tural  life,  and  yet  ’tis  what  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  men  pay  little  regard  to. 

A  modern  poet,  the  abb£  de  Chaulieu% 
tells  us,  that  good  or  bad  health  makes  good  or 
had  philofophy ;  but  I  think  it  might  be  faid 
rather,  that  good  or  bad  philofophy  makes  good 
or  bad  health . 

Violent  and  diforderly  paffions  produce  real 
alterations  in  our  bodies,  occafion  difeafes, 
and  often  death  itfelf ;  tho’  I  do  not  pretend 
to  infer  from  thence,  that  health  depends 
abfolutely  on  us,  becaufe  many  unforefeen 
accidents  may  deprive  us  of  it :  yet  it  muft 

B  be 

3  The  abbe  de  Chaulieu  has  publifhed  a  collection  of  poems, 
written  in  a  Me  which  is  uncommonly  Itrong,  mafculine,  and 
nervous,  and  abounding  in  thoughts,  which  are  remarkably 
folid  and  beautiful. 
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be  granted,  that  either  through  a  bad  con¬ 
duit,  or  want  of  care,  we  do  occafion,  pro¬ 
long,  and  make  worfe,  moft  of  the  miferies 
which  affliit  our  bodies.  I  forbear  to  men¬ 
tion  fuch  exceffes  in  debauchery,  as  fail  not 
at  once  to  ruin  the  conftitution ;  to  thefe  a 
man  cannot  be  given  up,  without  becoming 
an  avowed  enemy  to  himfelf.  What  I  mean 
is  only,  that  we  mult  not  exhauft  our  fpirits 
through  a  courfe  of  violent  exercife,  long  ab- 
ftinence,  and  too  frequent  night’s  revels ; 
s  neither  to  benumb  and  foften  our  bodies  thro’ 
a  conftant  indolence,  by  a  nouri£hment  too 
delicate  and  refined,  or  by  forc’d  and  com- 
pell’d  Sleep.  Excefs,  either  in  care  or  neg- 
leit,  is  prejudicial  to  health.  The  cravings 
of  nature  muft  indeed  be  provided  for,  hu¬ 
mours  be  work’d  off  by  moderate  exercife, 
and  living  in  a  regular  manner.  Our  habitual 
or  natural  vices  muft  likewife  be  forfaken,  or 
at  leaft  mended :  though  this  is  mention’d, 
may  be,  but  by  form  of  advice,  in  order  to 
prevent  difeafes.  The  advice,  however,  is 
but  right,  and  worthy  to  be  taken  notice  of, 
and  follow’d,  by.  every  prudent  man.  The 
cafe  is  quite  otherwife,  i.  In  thofe  dangerous 
and  hard  diftempers,  which  affeft  and  over¬ 
turn  the  whole  conftitution.  2.  With  chro¬ 
nical,  habitual,  and  acute  difeafes,  whofe 
number  is  endlefs,  and  racking  and  intolera¬ 
ble  pains  do  continually  expofe  us  to  the  lofs 
of  life ;  they  fink  and  deprefs  our  fpirits,  ren¬ 
der  doctors  advices  unfuccefsful,  and  our- 

felves 
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felves  Unfit  for  pradtffing  the  maxims  of  both 
philofophy  and  reafon. 

And  then  we  mu  ft  apply  to  a  phyfieian  5 
but  the  queftion  is  to  chufe  an  experienced 
one,  and  one  {kill’d  in  our  diforders,  and 
proper  remedies  for  a  cure  -}  for  other  wife 
the  doctor’s  knowledge  of  the  diforder  alone* 
without  any  at  all  of  the  remedy  proper  for 
it,  would  prove  not  only  ufelefs,  but  even 
dangerous  and  troublefomej  and  throw  the 
patient  into  all  the  painful  horrors  of  an  anti¬ 
cipated  death.  And  therefore  as  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  remedies  conftitutes  one  of  the  prin¬ 
cipal  parts  of  phyfick,  fo  the  choice  and  pre* 
paration  of  them  fhould  be  the  ftudy  arid  at¬ 
tention  of  the  phyfieian.  In  order  to1  this 
choice,  the  phyfieian  muft  be  acquainted 
with  the  nature  and  compofition  of  the  mixti 
from  which  the  remedy  is  to  be  prepared,  in 
order  to  difperfe  from  it  what  may  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  cure  of  the  diforder,  and  much 
more  to  our  conftitution  in  general.  And  this 
happens  but  too  frequently,  on  the  account 
of  the  excrementitious  and  heterogeneous 
parts,  with  which  all  mixts  are  tainted  fince 
the  fall,  from  that  curfe  which  the  creator 
has  denounced  againft  the  earth,  incapable 
ever  fince  of  producing  of  itfelf  any  thing  but 
briars  and  thorns,  inftead  of  thofe  pure  and 
delicious  fruits  which  before  it  yielded  man 
in  innocence :  for  a  remedy,  in  general,  is 
only  that  pure  part  of  nature,  which,  indu¬ 
cing  a  change  on  our  conftitution,  difordered 

B  a  and 
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and  impaired  by  the  malady,  comes  in  to  its 
aid,  and  gives  it  relief. 

At  the  firft  reading  of  this  definition,  it 
will  be  found  to  be  near  the  fame  with  Ga¬ 
len's2,  who,  L.  i.  Synop.  Facult.  Med .  c.  i. 
fays,  A  medicine ,  in  general ,  is  every  thing 
capable  cf  altering  our  natural  conjlitution ; 
but  yet  our  definition  is  much  more  juft,  as 
without  the  addition  we  have  made,  Galen 
confounds  a  medicine  with  a  poifon  j  both 
the  one  and  the  other  changing  our  nature, 
the  poifon  for  the  worfe,  and  the  medicine 
for  the  better.  The  principal  quality  of  a 
remedy  is,  to  be  always  conformable  to  na¬ 
ture  ;  for,  if  it  were  not,  it  could  not  be  con¬ 
trary  to  the  diftemper  5  whence  it  follows, 
that  a  remedy  fhould  necefifarily  refemble  the 
nature  which  it  relieves  and  affifts,  and  be 
contrary  to  the  diforder  which  it  attacks  and 
combats.  And  hence  thofe  axioms  of  Hip¬ 
pocrates  b,  Contraries  cure  contraries ,  duly  ap¬ 
plied  ;  like  mufl  be  preferved  by  like  $  nature 
unites  with ,  and  delights  in  nature.  There¬ 
fore 

a  Galen  was  born  at  Pergamus,  under  the  reign  of  the  em¬ 
peror  Hadrian,  about  the  year  of  Chrift  1 31  ;  he  in  fome 
meafure  reformed  all  the  fedls  of  phyficians,  reputed  then,  and 
at  mutual  variance  with  each  other.  He  fettled  a  new  plan, 
and,  notwithftanding  his  proteftations,  to  favour  not  one  party 
more  than  the  other,  yet  he  follows  Hippocrates’s  opinions  in 
fever al  points.  He  was  one  of  thofe  extraordinary  genius’s 
that  improve  every  fubjefl  they  treat  on. 

b  Hippocrates  was  born  in  the  illand  of  Coos,  and  defcended 
of  Heraciides,  according  to  Galen,  or  of  Efcalapius,  as  others 
pretend.  Whatever  be  in  this,  the  great  Pythagoras  was  his 
mailer,  who,  working  upon  an  excellent  natural  flock,  formed 
him  to  the  love  of  virtue,  and  the  horror  of  vice  :  and  being 
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fore  }tis  the  pure  part  alone,  that  is  found  in  the 
mixty  which  can  form  a  remedy,  by  joining 
and  working  with  the  pure  or  found  part  of  our 
nature,  in  order  to  ftrengthen  and  fortify  it, 
and  thus  in  conjunction  to  attack,  combat, 
conquer,  and  deflroy  the  impure  or  unfound 
parts,  which  had  caufed  the  ailment :  for  the 
impurities,  which  remain  in  the  remedy,  to 
be  adminifter’d,  can  neither  join  or  work 
with  the  found  part  of  our  nature,  which  is, 
what  conflitutes  life  and  health;  but  mufl 
join  with  the  impure  parts,  which  have  oc- 
cafion’d  the  difeafe,  and,  in  conjunction,  at¬ 
tack  our  found  parts,  deflroy  health,  and 
bring  on  death. 

Therefore  it  is  of  a  very  great  confequence, 
in  order  to  the  choice  of  a  good  remedy, 
fully  to  know  the  true  nature  or  compofition 
of  the  mixt  to  be  employ’d,  that  we  may 
take  that  pure  part  of  it  which  is  friendly  to 
our  natural  conflitution,  and  rejeCt  the  impure 
one,  which  is  its  enemy  ;  a  thing  only  praCli- 

B  3  cable 

an  enemy  to  pomp,  and  all  worldly  and  fenfual  pleafures,  he 
by  an  oath  bound  his  fcholars  to  a  courfe  of  taciturnity,  to 
modefty,  meeknefs,  and  to  a  fimplicity  both  in  their  manners 
and  in  their  drefs.  This  is  what  St.  Jerome  relates.  He  fought 
to  re-ellablifli  the  fcience  of  phyfick,  which  for  near  five  hun¬ 
dred  years,  ever  fince  the  death  of  Efculapius,  had  lain  ne¬ 
glected.  Hippocrates  was  a  perfon  of  a  low  ftature,  but  hand- 
fome  and  well-made,  and  of  a  good  mein,  flew  in  his  gait, 
penhve  in  his  air,  of  few  words,  but  deliberate  in  his  fpeech, 
and  extremely  temperate  :  he  lived  to  the  age  of  ninety-five, 
was  cotemporary  with  Eliakim,  the  prophet  Malachy,  Zeno 
and  Socrates  the  philofophers,  about  four  hundred  years  before 
Chrift. 
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cable  by  the  art  of  chemiftry,  as  {hall  be 
fhewn  in  the  fequel  of  this  difcourfe. 

We  readily  allow,  that  the  difficulty  of 
making  this  feparation  of  the  pure  from  the 
impure  parts,  is  very  great  5  that  to  fucceed 
in  it,  after  having  attentively  confiderkl  the 
nature  of  the  mixt,  we  muft  befides  employ 
much  care  and  application,  much  pains  and 
affiduity,  and  even  time  and  expences ;  fed  • 
dii  laborihus  omnia  vendunt .  Phyfick  is  the 
gift  of  heaven,  and  the  phyfician  is  the  rni- 
nifter  of  the  Creator,  deftined  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  mankind  ;  but  he  himfelf  is  not 
difpenfed  from  the  general  law,  which  ad¬ 
judges  man,  in  the  acquilition  of  any  good, 
either  internal  or  external,  of  foul  or  of  body, 
to  a  courfe  of  obftinate  labour.  And  the 
more  valuable  the  matter  of  our  acquifition 
is,  the  more  difficult  the  talk  proves.  Every 
one  readily  allows  thefe  general  maxims  5  but 
how  few  make  the  practical  application  of 
them  to  the  particular  fubjedt  we  are  here 
upon  ?  A  courfe  of  phyfick  is  gone  through 
in  the  publick  fchools,  where  the  inftrudtion 
of  the  m after,  and  the  attention  of  the  fcho- 
lar,  have  equally  an  air  of  trifling  and  negli¬ 
gence.  After  this  a  degree  is  taken,  and  for 
fome  time  the  phyficians  in  vogue  are  fol¬ 
low'd  ;  their  very  gefiures,  even  their  air,  are 
imitated ;  and  decifions  and  preferiptions  are 
made  in  their  manner.  Thus  a  courfe  of 
praftice  is  got.  into,  a  fet  of  patients  vifited, 
and  preferiptions  given  oftentimes  without 

examining 
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examining  the  diftemper  otherwife  than  by 
the  pulfe ;  when  bleeding  and  purging  are 
immediately  order’d,  then  coolers,  apozems, 
and  an  uncommon  regimen  preferibed.  It 
happens  that  fome  patients  recover,  many 
grow  worfe,  a  great  number  die  y  and  the 
faying  is,  The  phyfician  cannot  fave  life. 
This  is  the  whole  courfe  of  ftudy,  this  all 
the  application  of  a  great  many  of  our  phy~ 
ficians  ;  and  thefe  are  the  men,  who  have  been 
juftly  expofed  to  the  raillery,  the  criticifm* 
and  the  cenfure  of  the  Petrarchs  %  the  Mon- 
tagnes b,  and  the  Molieres c,  and  of  all  men 
of  fenfe  and  underftanding  ;  and  yet  thefe  are 
the  men  who  fancy  and  call  themfelves  phy- 

B  4  ficians. 


a  Petrarch  lived  under  pope  Clement  VI  to  whom,  reading 
then  at  Avignon,  he  was  in  the  year  1342  feat  arnbaiTador  by* 
the  people  of  Rome.  It  v/as  there  he  exhibited  that  beautiful 
poem,  where  he  reprefents  Rome  under  the  emblem  of  a  wi¬ 
dow,  warmly  re-claiming  her  hufband,  and  importunately  in¬ 
viting  him  home.  It  was  here  he  celebrated  his  miftrefs  the 
beautiful  Laura,  and  the  fountain  of  Vauclufe .  He  did  not 
always  confine  himfelf  to  fing  his  amours ;  fometimes  in  his 
peeviih  humours  he  attacks  both  phyheians  and  phyfick,  thd, 
at  other  times,  he  has  commended  them.  A  great  deal  might 
be  objecled  both  to  his  inconftancy  and  cenfures. 

b  Montagne,  a  native  of  Bourdeaux,  and  mayor  of  that 
town  ;  an  author  extremely  witty  and  learned,  but  vain  to  a 
degree  of  puerility,  for  he  takes  care  to  tell  us  he  kept  pages 
in  his  fervice.  His  principles  of  morality  are  highly  perni¬ 
cious  and  loofe.  He  indifcriminately  falls  foul  of  phyfick, 
without  difeerning  the  phyfician  from  phyfick. 

c  Moliere  has  excelled  all  both  ancient  and  modern  writers 
to  this  very  time,  in  the  furprifing  variety  of. his  fubje&s, 
the  beauty  of  fome  certain  charaflers ;  in  the  Tallies  or  his 
imagination,  and  in  the  delicacy  of  his  plaifanteries.  He  has 
in  the  ftrongeft  colours  painted  every  indecency,  and  every  ri¬ 
dicule  in  life.  He  fpared  neither  phyficians  nor  phyfick,  but 
expofed  them  in  his  pieces  with  an  extreme  feverity.  His 
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iicians,  and  great  phyficians  too,  if  their 
practice  has  got  them  eftates.  Surely  they 
are  not  the  men  whom  the  Wife-man  means, 
faying,  Honora  medicum  propter  necejjitatem . 

But  if  Europe  unhappily  abound  in  many 
of  this  chara&er,  £he  may  alfo  boaft  of  many 
others,  who,  by  their  profound  knowledge  of 
nature*  are  by  their  unwearied  application  an 
honour  to  the  profeflion,  reftoring  to  perfect 
health  patients  that  are  labouring  under  the 
moft  uncommon  and  hazardous  diftempers. 
Such  phyficians,  far  from  amufing  the  lick 
with  idle  and  vague  difcourfes,  confider  and 
endeavour  to  inform  their  minds  by  getting  a 
thorough  infight  into  the  nature  of  the  cafe 
before  them,  in  order  to  reftore  to  ftrength 
and  vigour  fuch  as,  being  worn  out  either  by 
a  courfe  of  excefies,  their  own  natural  weak- 
nefs,  or  even  by  the  ufe  of  bad  medicines, 
are,  from  their  weak  and  languifhing  ftate, 
under  the  dreadful  apprehenfions  of  their  ap¬ 
proaching  fate.  Such  phyficians  have  often 

fnatch’d 

language  fometimes  falls  Ihort  of  his  thoughts,  as  his  expref- 
fipns  being  forced,  are  yet  lefs  natural.  He  generally  fucceeds 
better  m  profe  than  in  verfe  :  Befides,  he  gives  a  turn  of  deli- 
cacy  to  vice,  and  to  virtue  a  forbidding  aufterity,  Finally 
in  iome  of  his  pieces  he  ftran gely  falls  Ihort  of  himfclf,  ceafing 
to  be  that  excellent  author  of  fine  fenfe,  and  commencing  the 
ape  and  mimick  of  Plautus,  in  his  obfcenity  and  buffoonery 
in  order  to  gratify  the  vicious  tafte  of  the  loweft  vulgar.  Tis 
With  jufiice  then  Boileau  fays  of  him, 

Dans  le  jac  ridicule,  ou  Scapin  s' enveloppe, 

Je  ne  reconnois  plus  l' auteur  du  mi/anthrope , 

He  excelled  as  an  aftor  no  lefs  than  as  an  author,  and  expired 
adhng  the  tnalade  imaginaire  in  the  year— He  was  a  Parifian 
born,  and  the  Ion  of  a  valet  de  chambre  upholiterer  to  the  king. 
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fnatch’d  from  the  jaws  of  death,  patients 
whofe  life  had  been  endanger’d  or  given  over 
by  others.  In  fine,  they  have  anfwer’d  every 
expectation  of  the  lick,  and  deferved  the  ac¬ 
knowledgments  and  applaufes  of  the  publick. 

What  I  juft  faid  on  the  fubjeCt  of  phyft* 
cians,  and  the  nature  of  remedies  in  general, 
on  the  application  and  labour  necefifary,  in 
order  to  make  a  good  and  a  genuine  remedy, 
fufficiently  fhews  my  opinion,  that  chemical 
preparations  are  preferable  to  the  vulgar  fort. 
This  both'  Galen  himfelf  and  Hippocrates 
would  have  agreed,  had  this  commendable 
art  been  praCtifed  in  their  days.  Of  this  we 
may  judge  by  what  Hippocrates  fays,  L.  1. 
De  Dieta ,  where,  fpeaking  of  the  labour  fome 
people  employed  on  gold,  he  hints,  he  had 
fome  confufed  notion  of  its  folution  and  re¬ 
duction  to  a  quinteffence,  which  he  does  not 
difapprove.  And  Galen,  tho’  entirely  igno¬ 
rant  of  the  practice  of  chemiftry,  has  how¬ 
ever,  by  the  mere  dint  of  his  genius,  been 
fenfible  of  the  advantages  accruing  from  it, 
when  he  fays,  L .  11.  Symp.  Med .  c .  11. 
cc  that  the  fine  and  fubtile  parts  in  remedies 
“  have  greater  efficacy,  on  account  of  their 
<c  greater  degree  of  penetrancy,  than  the 
C€  coarfe  and  grofs  parts,  notwithftanding 
u  their  being  endowed  with  the  fame  quali- 
<c  ties.”  Confequently,  he  fo  earneftly  wilhed 
to  find  out  the  means  of  feparating  from  the 
fubftance  of  wine  its  hot  and  etherial  part, 
becaufe,  fays  he,  it  would  then  prove  more 

efficacious. 
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efficacious.  ’Tis  then  doing  Galen's  merit 
no  injury,  neither  defpifing  his  knowledges 
to  prefer  the  chemical  preparations  to  thole 
of  his  fchool. 

CHemiftry,  which  is  a  fcience  the  moft 
extenfive  and  exalted  of  all  others,  iince  it 
alone  difplays  nature  to  our  view,  and  lays 
open  her  moft  fecret  fprings,  tho’  coeval  with 
the  wTorld,  was  at  firft  known,  and  that  after 
the  deluge,  to  the  patriarchs  only,  who  tranf* 
mitted  it  orally  to  the  heads  of  their  families, 
in  order  to  maintain  its  dignity,  and  prevent 
the  abufe  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  might 
have  made  of  it,  by  being  given  up  to  paf- 
lions,  and  hurried  away  by  luft.  Towards 
the  year  of  the  world  2341,  Hermes  Trif- 
megiftos3,  king -of  Egypt,  cultivated  this  art 
with  care,  and  tranfmitted  it  in  writing  to 

the 

*  Hermes,  or  Mercury  Trifmegiftos,  i.  e.  thrice  great,  was 
the  name  the  Greeks  gave  him,  vulgarly  {peaking,  Bhot  or  Si- 
phoas ;  he  was  the  fecond  king  of  that  name  among  the  Egyp¬ 
tians.  He  was  the  greateft  prince  they  ever  had,  both  as  to 
the  fubhmity  and  extenlivenefs  of  his  knowledge.  He  has 
treated  on  all  the  fciences,  and  was,  as  it  were,  their  father. 
He  lived  about  1900  years  before  Chrift.  Ptolemy  Philadel- 
phus  employed  Manetho  in  tranftating  his  fine  works  into 
Greek,  but  unhappily  both  copy  and  original  are  loft.  There 
are  only  fome  fragments  of  him  remaining,  and  thefe  very  de¬ 
fective,  but  however  fo  beautiful,  as  to  make  us  fenfibly  regret 
the  lofs.  He  reigned  fourteen  years  only  ;  ’tis  fuppofed  he 
abdicated  the  throne,  and  retired  from  the  world,  to  give  him- 
felf  up,  with  more  leifure,  to  the  ftudy  of  nature,  and  the  con¬ 
templation  of  the  Creator,  equally  defpifing  human  grandeur 
with  its  cares.  This  prince  was  the  moft  accomplifhed  pattern 
both  for  juftice  and  piety  ;  and  as  fubjefls  commonly  afteft  to 
imitate  the  manners  of  their  fovereign,  the  Egyptians  furpafted 
all  others  in  fcience  and  in  wifdom.  According  to  the  teftimo- 
ny  of  Scripture,  upon  that  account,  Mofes  was  inftru£ted  in  all 
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the  Egyptians,  in  an  enigmatic  and  parabolic 
cal  manner,  not  to  be  communicated  to  the 
bulk  of  the  people,  or  even  all  the  great  men, 
but  only  to  the  priefts  and  the  eldeft  of  a 
family  5  or  to  thofe  who,  by  their  approved 
virtue,  fhouid  be  judged  worthy  of  fuch  a 
gift,  and  capable  of  fo  fubiioie  a  knowledge. 
?Twas  not  before  the  year  of  the  world  3537, 
that  Democritus  a  conveyed  this  art  from 
Egypt  into  Greece ;  that  he  made  ufe  of  it, 
and  applied  it  to  the  purpofes  of  phyfick. 
He  is  the  firft  who  understood  the  buiinefs 
of  diftillations ;  and  hence  phyfick  was,  in 
former  times,  praftifed  only  by  priefts,  princes 

or 

the  knowledge  of  the  Egyptians,  Exod.  xxxii.  20.  ’Tvvas  in 
Egypt,  therefore,  where  the  Ifraelites  learned  the  art  of  che- 
miftry  ;  and  from  the  Egyptians  it  came  to  be  derived  to  tils 
Greeks. 

a  Democritus.  It  would  carry  us  too  far,  in  order  to  decide 
of  his  chara&er  for  talents  and  wifdom,  to  mention  the  many 
voyages  Democritus  undertook,  and  the  fciences  he  excelled 
in  ;  it  fuffices  to  know,  that  Socrates,  after  the  interviews  they 
had  together  at  Athens,  looked  upon  him  as  the  greateft  phi- 
lofopher  of  his  time.  Democritus  lived  about  500  years  before 
Chrift.  Tho"1  he  neither  had,  nor  could  have  above  one  fa¬ 
ther,  yet  authors  are  divided  as  to  this  circumftance,  giving 
him  three  or  four  :  but  they  agree  that  he  was  illuftrioufty 
born  at  Abdera,  a  maritime  town  of  Thrace,  on  the  Egaeaii 
lea  ;  that  his  father  having  fpent  his  whole  eftate  in  the  ferviee 
of  Xerxes  king  of  Perfia,  that  prince,  from  an  attention  worthy 
of  a  king,  had  him  brought  up,  and  intruded  his  education  to 
the  magi,  the  philofophers  of  that  nation,  and  particularly  to 
the  great  Oftanos,  who  was  the  chief.  After  having  furpafs'd 
all  the  expectations  of  his  mailers,  he  had  (till  a  defire yo  at¬ 
tain  to  greater  degrees  of  knowledge..  He  went  into  Egypt ; 
and  to  prevail  upon  the  priefts  of  that  nation,  the  depofitaries  of 
fciences,  to  intruft  him  with  all  their  myfteries,  he  caufed  him- 
felf  to  be  admitted  amongft  them.  There  he  became  fully  in¬ 
truded  in  the  hermetic  art. 


12  A  Preliminary  Difcourfe. 
or  kings,  or  other  great  men :  fo  that  this 
icience,  which  of  all  others  is  the  moll  an¬ 
cient,  was,  fo  to  fpeak,  the  laft  that  was  dif- 
fufed  in  the  world,  tho’  always  underftood, 
and  always  pradtifed  by  a  fet  of  feledt  philo- 
fophers,  many  of  whom  were  princes  and 
men  of  a  confummate  virtue,  and  a  refined 
wifdom ;  and  even  at  this  day  it  is  not  known 
in  its  full  extent  but  to  a  few  perfons  of  dis¬ 
cretion. 

This  fcience,  which  is  alfo  an  art,  has 
fucceflively  made  a  confiderable  progrefs,  in 
regard  to  the  fkill  of  conducing  the  opera¬ 
tions,  as  may  be  feen  upon  a  comparifon  of 
the  ancient  with  the  modern  phiiofophers 
writings. 

The  perfon,  who  extended  its  practice 
moft,  for  the  fervice  of  phyfick,  was  Para- 
celfus  *.  But  he  is  little  underflood,  though 
many  pretend  to  follow  his  maxims.  A  man 
mud  have  abilities  and  knowledge  above  the 
common,  to  get  an  infight  into  thefe  myfte- 
ries.  And  if  his  writings  were  to  be  taken 
in  their  plain,  literal  meaning,  ne’er  a  com¬ 
mon  journeyman- barber  or  apothecary,  but 
would  become  a  great  phyfician  and  learned 

philo- 

3  Paracelfus  was  born  at  Linfiedelin,  near  Zurich,  in  Swif- 
ferland.  Never  man  had  more  enemies,  and  never  was  man 
more  feverely  cenfured ;  never  man  had  fo  many  followers, 
and  was  more  admired  than  he.  ’Tis  from  the  different  view," 
in  which  the  fame  man  is  confidered,  that  opinions  fo  oppofite 
proceed.  His  commentators  and  interpreters  have  mangled 
his  works,  which  every  one  is  not  happy  enough  to  under** 
ftand. 
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philofopher.  Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova  %  Ray-, 
mund  Lully b,  and  fome  others,  had  treated 
phyfick  before  Paracelfus  in  a  chemical  way* 
but  in  a  manner  lefs  extenfive  and  more  in- 
volved. 

The 

a  Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova.  After  all  our  enquiry  into  the 
country  of  this  author,  we  may  determine  it  to  be  in  Langue¬ 
doc.  He  ftudied  phyfick  for  twenty  years  at  Paris,  and  ten  at 
Montpellier.  He  went  through  all  the  univerfities  of  Italy 
and  Spain,  and  every  where  gave  proofs  of  his  uncommon 
-  abilities.  ’Tis  allowed  he  had  the  fecret  of  the  philofopher’ s- 
fione,  and  could  make  gold  that  fhould  abide  every  teft. 
Whatever  be  in  this,  he  has  the  advantage  of  having  writ  with 
greater  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity  than  any  other  philofopher. 
He  periihed  at  fea  in  his  paffage  from  Italy  into  France,  going 
to  wait  on  pope  Clement  V.  who  aik’d  for  him  thither.  He 
lies  buried  at  Genoa. 

b  Raymund  Lully.  I  (hould  be  glad  to  be  able  to  relate  all 
the  curious  ads  of  the  life  of  this  furprifing  author,  but  it 
would  be  to  exceed  the  limits  of  a  remark.  I  fhall  content 
myfelf  with  a  fhort  abftrad.  He  was  bom  at  Majorca  in  the 
year  1235,  an  iUuftrious  family;  he  became  the  favourite 
of  James  I.  king  of  Arragon,  whofe  great  fenefchal  he  was. 
Though  married,  and  the  father  of  three  children,  he  fell  in 
love  with  Ambrofia  de  Caftalo,  whofe  leak  merit  was,  the  be¬ 
ing  the  moft  confummate  beauty  of  the  kingdom.  Raymund's 
pafiion  was  fo  violent,  that  it  put  him  upon  many  extrava¬ 
gances.  Ambrofia  could  think  of  no  way  more  effedual  to 
cure  her  lover,  than  by  granting  him  an  affignation,  to  expofe 
to  his  view  a  cancerous  break  file  laboured  under  ;  when  thus 
fiie  addreffed  him,  “  See  here,  and  judge,  if  this  wretched 
<c  carcafe  be  worthy  of  your  regard  and  eager  purfuit ;  change 
“  the  objed  of  your  pafiion,  and  raife  your  thoughts  to  fome- 
tc  thing  nobler  far,  and  purfue  what  alone  is  worthy  of  a  Chri- 
“  fiian.”  This  Sight  lefs  affeded  the  eyes  than  the  heart  of 
Lully  ;  he  infiantly  became  a  convert,  and  falling  down  at  the 
foot  of  a  crucifix,  made  a  refolution  to  propagate  the  Gofpei, 
and  labour  the  converfion  of  infidels.  He  undertook  many 
voyages,  became  acquainted  with  Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova,  who 
from  the  ftrid  friendfhip  that  was  between  them,  taught  him 
phyfick,  and  the  great  work,  Raymund  being  invited  into 
England  by  Edward,  under  a  promife  of  entering  into  a  war  for 
the  recovery  of  the  Holy  Land,  if  our  philofopher  would  fuo- 
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The  nature  of  this  practical  fcience,  with 
regard  to  phyfick,  is  to  purify  the  matters 
which  are  to  form  the  compofition  of  medi¬ 
cines  •  to  extract  from  the  very  heart  of  mixts 
the  pure  part  which  is  there  clofely  confined, 
and  give  it  feparated  from  the  impurities 
which  accompany  it ;  for  if  we  were  to  ad- 
minifter  the  mixt,  rough  as  nature  yields  it, 
and  as"  do  thofe  who  are  acquainted  only  with 
the  vulgar  methods  of  preparation,  we  fhould 
run  the  rifk  of  doing  more  harm  than  good, 
confidering  the  pure  part  is  very  fmall  in 
quantity,  and  the  impure  very  copious ;  and 
thus  the  difeafe  would  be  rather  increafed 
than  alleviated. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  mixts  are  tainted, 
that  is,  intimately  blended  with  much  hete¬ 
rogeneous  parts,  and  even  parts  oppofite 
among  themfelves,  which  form  the  refufe 
and  malignity,  in  which  they  abound,  feme 

more 

ply  him  with  the  neceffary  money  ;  he  had  an  apartment  allotted 
him  in  the  Tower,  where  he  worked  and  made  about  twelve 
millions  of  gold  in  our  money,  pieces  of  which  were  coined 
and  called  role-nobles.  Some  of  thefe  pieces,  are  Hill  to  be 
feen  in  the  hands  of  the  curious,  and  the  gold  of  them  is  al¬ 
lowed  to  be  liner  and  more  perfect  than  that  of  the  jacobus’s. 
The  avarice  of  Edward  having  no  bounds,  Lully  made  his 
efcape  from  Weftminfter,  and  went  to  Jerufalem,  and  from 
thence  to  Barbary,  where,  in  the  clofe  of  June  1315,  asged  80 
years,  he  receiv’d  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  His  body  was 
conveyed  by  Genoefe  merchants,  and  buried  in  the  church 
of  St.  Francis  at  Parma.  The  labours  of  Lully  may  pais  for 
prodigies  above  nature.  As  it  feems  inconceiveable,  how  a 
man,  who  compiled  upwards  of  ;oo  volumes,  fo  extr  emely 
well,  and  on  fubjefts  the  moil  abftrafted  and  difficult,  could 
have  travelled  fo  much.  As  to  the  reft,  I  have  advance  d  no¬ 
thing  but  upon  the  credit  of  hiftory  and  the  molt  aut  ben  tic 
writers.  . 
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more,  fome  lefsj  and  which  proceed  from 
the  defect  of  proportion  in  the  principles  of 
the  component  elements,  which  we  may  call 
the  principle  of  death,  the  juft  puniftiment 
inflated  on  Adam,  the  head  of  the  creation, 
who,  attempting  to  withdraw  himfelf  from 
the  allegiance  of  his  Creator,  would  fet  up 
for  independency  and  immortality. 

Now  if  thefe  impurities  and  imperfections 
of  nature  can  be  removed  by  chemiftry,  what 
art  fhall  have  corrected  will  doubtlefs  be 
more  perfect,  than  what  nature  fhall  have 
produced. 

Art  at  firft  borrows  from  nature  herfelf 
every  perfection  fhe  is  poffeffed  of ;  and  as 
the  moft  perfeCt  part  of  nature  is  ever  tainted 
with  fome  imperfection,  art  muft  remove  it. 
Thence  thefe  perfeCt  parts,  originally  vicious 
before,  come  to  appear  in  all  their  beauty 
and  perfection,  by  the  application  of  art 

From  this  confideration  we  can  give  a 
Reafon,  why  all  the  remedies  which  nature 
furnilhes,  how  good  foever,  or  how  mild 
and  gentle,  or  violent  and  ftrong,  naturally 
contain  fomething  inconfiftent  with  the  na¬ 
ture  of  a  perfeCt  remedy,  and  which  retards 
and  oppofes  its  operations  and  effeCts ;  a  thing 
eafily  obfervable  in  rhubarb,  for  inftance, 
which  contains  a  certain  earthy  and  dry  por¬ 
tion,  which  is  oppofite  to  the  nature  of  a 
remedy,  and  weakens,  or  even  fometimes 
quite  deftroys  its  force  and  effeCt :  for  this 
earthy  and  ftyptic  matter  is  entirely  oppofite 
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to  the  fine,  aerial  fubftance  refiding  in  rhu¬ 
barb,  and  alone  containing  the  purgative 
quality.  In  like  manner,  in  hellebore,  colo- 
quintida,  and  fcammony,  there  refides  an 
acrid,  pungent,  and  cauftic  fubftance,  which 
adts  fo  ftrongly  on  the  ftomach  and  inteftines, 
as  often  to  caufe  fuch  dangerous  inflamma¬ 
tions,  that  phyficians,  who  have  not  the  fkill 
to  corredt  thefe  bad  qualities,  and  change  the 
fubftance  of  thefe  bodies,  meet  with  great 
difficulty  in  the  cure.  In  antimony  and  mer¬ 
cury  there  is  alfo  lodged  a  crude,  indigefted 
matter,  which  produces  great  diforder  in  the 
animal  oeconomy,  unlefs  we  have  the  fkill 
and  precaution  to  eflfedt  its  removal.  But  if 
by  means  of  chemiftry  we  feparate  thefe 
noxious  matters,  we  procure  a  fet  of  excellent 
medicines,  which  fhall  with  fafety  and  fuc- 
cefs  produce  furprifing  and  infallible  effedts, 
in  the  perfedt  and  radical  cure  of  the  moft 
confiderable  and  obftinate  difeafes. 

We  may  then  boldly  conclude,  that  che¬ 
mical  preparations  are  preferable  to  the  com¬ 
mon  and  galenical,  which  cannot,  even  at¬ 
tempt  not,  to  make  the  neceflary  feparation 
of  thefe  heterogeneous  matters,  which  nature 
has  lodged  in  all  its  compounds,  and  are  fo 
oppofite  to  the  falutary  eflfedls  expedted  from 
them  y  fince  thefe  falutary  effedts  cannot  be, 
as  was  fhewn,  but  by  the  purer  parts  of  na¬ 
ture,  which  conftitute  the  principle  of  adtion, 
and  the  fource  of  life ;  which,  to  be  able  to 
adt  in  our  favour,  ought  to  be  drawn  forth 

i  from 
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from  their  confinement,  and  afterwards  waft’d 
and  freed  from  every  impurity  which  weak¬ 
ened  and  impaired  their  addon,  and  altered 
their  efficacy  5  and  this  is  what  chemiftry 
alone  can  do3  and  infallibly  effefts,  when 
conduded  by  a  genuine  difciple  of  the  pro- 
feffion. 

But  let  us  not  difiemble  the  objedions 
which  are  made  to  this  dodrine,  but  rather 
fet  them  in  their  full  vigour,  and  ftrength, 
and  light 3  and  add,  if  poffible,  new  force  to 
them  3  as  in  that  cafe  the  vidory  will  be  more 
compleat,  from  the  full  anfwers  which  we 
fhall  give  to  them, 

Objedion  I.  Our  forefathers,  who  had  not 
the  ufe  of  chemical  preparations,  fucceeded 
in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  as  well,  if  not  better 
than  we  do ;  and  at  this  day  phyficians  per¬ 
form  furprifing  cures  without  the  aid  of  che¬ 
miftry,  or  expofing  the  patient,  by  the  ope¬ 
ration  of  the  medicine,  to  the  hazard  of  his 
life  3  a  hazard  aim  oft  always  attending  the 
adminiftration  of  chemical  remedies,  which 
the  prudent  phyficians  never  venture  upon, 
but  when  the  patient  is  in  a  defperate  cafe, 
and  at  the  point  of  death  3  and  then  their 
great  and  Hidden  violence  produces  fuch  alte¬ 
rations  and  diforders  in  the  body,  that  if  the 
conftitution  can  bear  out  that  fhock,  it  may 
fometimes  recover  3  but,  out  of  a  defperate 
and  mortal  cafe,  it  feems,  we  fhould  not  .ven¬ 
ture  upon  the  ufe  of  remedies  always  violent  3 
tho’  fometimes  the  violence,  which  is  natu  al 
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|o  them,  on  account  of  the  great  fires  and 
quantities  of  fuel  employed  in  all  chemical 
preparations,  does  not  {hew  itfelf  at  fiift,  it 
adting  but  the  more  furely,  and  with  the 
greater  danger,  by  its  pungent  acrimony, 
which,  falling  on  the  bowels,  corrodes  and 
deftroys  them  ;  when  a  neceffary  and  iudden 
death  enfues,  preceded  however  by  the  moft 
acute  pains. 

Anfwer.  The  objection  offered  here,  can 
only  be  considered  as  a  witty  conceit,  at  leaft 
as  to  the  fecond  part,  which  contains  only  a 
declamation,  all  the  articles  of  which  aie 
falfe,  againft  chemical  remedies s  or  it  has 
been  ftarted  by  a  perion  entirely  unacquainted 
with  folid  and  genuine  chemiftry,  or  whofe 
knowledge  in  this  art  rifes  no  higher  than  to 
that  of  fome  mean  *  and  paultry  pretenders. 
But  whatever  be  in  that,  and  from  what 
quarter  foever  it  comes,  we  fhall  anfwer  it 
with  the  fame  degree  of  ferioufnefs,  as  if  thefe 
difficulties  had  never  fo  much  foundation. 

The  fir  ft  part  of  the  objection  falls  upon 
the  frequent  and  perfect  cures  of  the  moft 
confiderable  difeafes  performed  both  by  an¬ 
cient  phyficians,  and  by  modem  at  this  day, 
(as  it  is  pretended)  without  any  danger  or 
bad  fymptoms,  by  galenical  remedies  alone. 
The  fuppofition  wants  only  a  little  truth,  to 
give  it  an  air  of  ferioufnefs.  Every  one 
knows,  and  the  moft  zealous  followers  of 
the  ancient  and  erroneous  methods  muft  al¬ 
low,  that  a  confiderable  number  of  difeafes, 

formerly. 
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formerly,  and  at  this  day,  reckoned  incurable 
by  the  ufe  of  the  ordinary  remedies,  do  al¬ 
ways  eafily  yield  to  chemical  medicines ; 
fuch  are  the  difeafes  of  the  liver,  fpleen,  and 
hypochondria  $  fuch  is  the  pox  and  the  fcur- 
vy,  the  gout,  the  epilepfy,  cede  mat  ous  tu¬ 
mours,  &c. 

As  to  the  fafe  and  eafy  cure^  effectuated  by 
galenical  remedies  in  the  capital  difeafes,  no 
man  fure  can  have  the  face  to  maintain  it ; 
and  I  appeal  to  the  judicious  publick  on  this 
head. 

The  fecond  part  of  the  objection,  with  re¬ 
gard  to  the  violence  and  extreme  danger  at¬ 
tending  on  chemical  remedies,  can  only  reft 
upon  what  has  perhaps  been  obferved,  or 
learned,  from  the  effeCt  of  certain  remedies 
ill  prepared  by  an  ignorant  pretender  to  che- 
miftry  5  who,  without  any  knowledge  of  na¬ 
ture,  without  principles,  and  without  know¬ 
ledge  and  capacity  to  diftinguifh  what  ought 
to  be  retained,  and  what  rejected  from  the 
mixt  5  how  the  feparation  of  fubftances  fhould 
be  made ;  how  the  pure  parts  which  are  ex¬ 
tracted  from  them,  in  order  to  be  kept,  are 
to  be  treated,  brought  to  perfection,  and  ex¬ 
alted,  and  their  virtue  and  efficacy  put  into 
aCt.  By  fuch  a  one,  I  fay,  who  without  this 
neceffary  knowledge  has  had  the  preemp¬ 
tion  to  fancy  himfelf  a  chemift,  and  the  dif- 
honefty  to  make  himfelf  pafs  for  one,  and 
confequently  will  be  fo  rafh  as  to  put  forth 
his  profane  hand  and  touch  the  ark,  and  ad- 
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minifter,  as  a  remedy,  what  by  his  work  he 
has  turned  into  a  poifon  only.  'Tis  not  every 
kind  of  calcination,  putrefaction,  folution, 
fublimation,  combination,  &c.  that  are  truly 
chemical  operations ;  to  entitle  them  fuch, 
they  ihould  be  prepared  and  conduced  thro’ 
the  knowledge  of  nature,  difcernment,  and 
attention.  Thefe  operations  fhould  be  per¬ 
formed  by  a  ildlful  and  experienced  hand. 
*Tis  only  of  thefe  chemical  remedies  we  un¬ 
dertake  the  apology,  and  the  ufe  of  which 
we  propofe  in  preference  to  all  others,  be- 
caufe  we  in  effedt  know,  that  they  are  the 
only  ones  capable  of  curing  the  capital  and 
more  confiderable  difeafes,  efpecially  the  chro¬ 
nical  and  inveterate. 

Never,  for  inftance,  will  antimony  or  mer¬ 
cury,  fo  violent,  fo  dangerous,  and  of  them- 
felves  fo  pregnant  with  poifon  as  nature  pre- 
fents  them,  or  as  an  unfkilful  hand  has  work'd 
them,  do  any  harm;  nay,  they  will  never  fail 
to  produce  furprifing  effects,  if  duly  prepar'd 
according  to  the  rules  of  art ;  they  will  then 
prove  a  fare  remedy  in  the  radical,  fpeedy, 
and  eafy  cure  of  a  great  many  difeafes,  which 
cannot  really  be  cured  by  any  other  known 
remedy.  We  may  almoft  affirm  the  fame 
thing  of  the  preparation  of  other  metals  and 
minerals.  Nothing,  therefore,  is  more  unrea- 
fonable  than  to  condemn  a  remedy,  becaufe 
an  ignorant  pretender  may  prepare  it  ill.  And 
where  fhall  we  find  the  fcience  or  art  which 
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Is  not  obnoxious  to  cenfure,  if  the  abufe 
thereof  were  a  fufficient  foundation  for  it  ? 

I  fhall  not  ftay  to  anfwer  to  the  confe- 
quence,  and  to  the  caufe  of  thefe  effedts, 
which  the  objedtion  fuppofes ;  1  mean,  the 
violence  and  the  caufticity  of  chemical  medi¬ 
cines,  and  the  erofion  of  the  bowels  produced 
by  them.  What  has  been  laid  above,  on  the 
objedt  of  chemical  operations,  too  clearly 
fhews  the  abfurdity  of  the  objedtion.  As  to 
the  great  fires  and  quantities  of  fuel  employ’d 
in  chemical  operations,  nothing  can  be  more 
childifh  and  lefs  applicable  to  the  genuine 
operations.  It  would  be  fwelling  out  the  an¬ 
fwer  too  much,  to  fay  any  thing  further 
about  it.  I  conclude  then  with  charitably 
acquainting  the  objedtor,  to  retrench  one  par¬ 
ticularity,  which  cannot  fail  to  fhew  his  little 
knowledge  in  the  nature  of  common  fire,  and 
in  that  of  the  matters  it  changes  and  deftroys  * 
his  grofs  ignorance  in  the  nature  and  eifedts 
of  chemical  lire,  and  in  the  condudt  and  ap¬ 
plication  of  both  thefe  fires  by  the  philofopher. 
We  ought  never ,  ’tis  laid,  to  adminijler  che¬ 
mical  remedies ,  but  when  the  patient  is  in  a 
defperate  cafe ,  and  at  the  point  of  death  ;  and 
then  the  chemical  remedy  will  not  fuffer  in 
its  reputation,  fhould  the  hopelefs  patient  die. 
And,  on  the  contrary,  if  after  having  taken 
the  remedy  in  this  extreme  languor  and  weak- 
nefs,  and  when  the  patient  is  juft  on  the 
brink  of  the  grave,  in  a  ftate,  wherein  it  is 
allowed,  that  the  ordinary  remedies  can  be 
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of  no  fervice,  it  muft  be  granted,  that  che¬ 
mical  remedies  are  infinitely  preferable  to  the 
galenical. 

Objection  II.  In  points  of  fuch  confe- 
quence  as  are  the  life  and  health  of  man,  ’tis 
the  height  of  imprudence  and  rafhnefs,  to  go 
about  to  fet  up  a  new  method  for  the  cure  of 
difeafes,  by  giving  the  preference  to  a  quite 
upftart  art,  the  invention  of  Paracelfus,  before 
all  the  writings  and  practice  of  the  moil 
learned  phyficians  and  mafiers  of  art. 

Anfwer.  Tho’  the  cafe  were,  as  really  it 
is  not,  that  chemiftry  was  a  novel  art,  and 
that  Paracelfus  was  the  firft  who  employed 
it  in  phyfick,  we  could  however  make  ufe 
of  it,  without  rafhnefs  and  imprudence,  if 
good  and  ufeful  in  itfelf ;  its  novelty  would 
take  from  it  nothing  of  its  merit,  but  rather 
engage  us  to  examine  it  more  fully  to  the 
bottom;  for  what  one  Angle  art  is  there, 
which  may  not  arrive  to  perfection,  and  ac¬ 
tually  arrives  thereto,  in  length  of  time  ?  We 
reafon  and  we  experiment,  at  this  day,  on  the 
reafonings  and  on  the  experiments  of  our 
predeceffors ;  we  avail  ourfelves  of  their  dis¬ 
coveries,  and  enrich  them  with  our  own ; 
what  they  could  not  examine  thoroughly  in 
the  period  of  a  fhort  life,  they  have  be¬ 
queathed  to  the  difcuffion  of  their  fuccefiors, 
and  thus  down  to  us,  and  from  us  down  to 
our  lateft  pofterity ;  for  the  depth  of  nature 
is  fuch,  her  wonders  fo  numerous,  that  the 
whole  courfe  and  feries  of  ages  will  not  fuf- 
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lice  to  exhauft  her  in  any  one  of  her  works : 
like  her  Author,  the  impreffion  of  whom 
fhe  bears,  fhe  is,  fo  to  fpeak,  infinite,  and 
confequently  ever  fufceptible  of  increafe  in 
each  of  her  parts.  But  to  {hew  that  Para- 
celfus  is  not  the  firft  who  admitted  and  made 
ufe  of  chemiftry  in  the  compofition  of  reme¬ 
dies,  we  here  give  the  opinion  of  many  un~ 
fufpebted  authors,  who  have  approved  of  the 
ufe  of  chemical  medicines,  and  who  have 
employed  this  art  in  the  practice  of  phyfick 
long  before  Paracelfus. 

Not  to  mention  the  ancient  priefts  and 
philofophers,  or  magi  of  Egypt,  Chaldea, 
Perfia,  and  Arabia,  who  knows  not  that  the 
great  Raymund  Lully,  the  learned  Arnoldus 
de  Villa  Nova,  and  many  others,  both  before 
and  fince  that  time,  have  treated  phyfick 
chemically  with  fuccefs  and  applaufe  3  and, 
from  their  chemical  preparations,  have  com- 
poled  furpriling  remedies,  for  which  they 
have  gained  immortal  honour,  as  appears 
from  their  writings,  which  are  in  the  hands 
of  every  body, 

I  might  confine  my  anfwer  to  what  I  have 
already  advanced  3  but  as  the  queftion  is  about 
extirpating  an  error  fo  prejudicial  both  to 
phyfick  and  the  world,  let  us  fct  matters  in 
fiich  a  point  of  light,  as  that  it  may  make 
no  impreffion  3  and  let  us  utterly  root  it  out* 

As  the  anonymous  author,  a  declared  ene¬ 
my  to  chemical  medicines,  calls  himfelf  a 
member  of  the  faculty  of  Paris  3  and  as  he 

fcems 

’  CH 
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feems  willing  to  (belter  himfelf  under  the  au¬ 
thority  and  laws  of  that  illuftrious  univerfity, 
let  us  proceed  with  him  in  the  fame  manner 
as  did  the  young  fhepherd  David,  who  made 
ufe  of  Goliah’s  own  Sword  to  cut  off  his 
head  ;  that  is,  let  us  make  ufe  even  of  the 
maxims  and  decrees  of  that  famous  body, 
and  of  the  method  taken  by  its  difciples  and 
followers,  in  order  to  eftablifh  our  own  me¬ 
thod  (irmly,  and  beyond  the  reach  of  all 
cenfure  and  criticifm. 

Fernel  %  who  holds  the  chief  rank  among 
modern  phyficians,  had  chemiftry  in  high 
eftimation,  and  made  ufe  of  it  himfelf  with 
fuccefs. 

Mathiolus  ufed  the  fpirit  of  vitriol  and  an¬ 
timony  chemically  prepared  5  and  in  his  let¬ 
ter  to  Andrew  Iflau,  he  not  only  approves  of 
chemiftry,  and  cries  up  its  furprifmg  effe&s, 
but  he  likewife  fays,  that  no  one  can  be  a 
compleat  phyfician,  not  even  an  indifferent 

one, 

a  John  Fernel  was  born  at  Amiens  in  Picardy.  In  his  life¬ 
time,  and  even  before  his  fall,  he  faw  the  different  treatifes 
which  he  had  written  on  all  the  parts  of  phyftck,  read  in  the 
publick  fchools.  He  acquired  a  high  reputation  and  fortune. 
He  was  called  to  court  to  wait  on  his  majefty  Henry  II.  who 
honoured  him  with  the  place  of  his  fir  ft  phyfician;  in  which 
poft  he  acquitted  himfelf  fo  well,  that  by  the  ufe  of  his  me¬ 
dicines  the  queen  became  fruitful  which  gave  occafion  to  the 
birth  of  leveral  Princes.  After  fo  many  fignal  Services  done 
his  country,  the  great  Fernel,  being  already  pretty  much  ad¬ 
vanced  in  years,  died  of  grief  for  the  lofs  of  his  beloved  wife, 
who  had  fuddenly  departed  this  life  on  the  26th  of  April  1558 ; 
which  gave  occafion  to  the  following  epigram  : 

Qucmd  la  jnort  m  eut  ra<vi  la  moitie  de  moi-meme% 

V autre  ?noitie  fukoit  fon  aimahle  moitie, 

Dans  la  pojj'efjion  dlune  gloire  fupreme, 

Je  Jis  ceder  ainfi  la  gloire  d  d  ami  tie* 
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one,  if  he  be  not  acquainted  with  this  noble 
art 

Craton,  who  was  phyfician  to  three  em¬ 
perors,  in  the  confultations  which  Scholinus 
has  publifhed,  very  ftrongly  recommends 
chemical  medicines,  and  affures  that  he  had 
made  ufe  of  them  to  very  good  purpofe. 

Even  Eraftus,  the  great  Stickler  againfl: 
Paracelfus,  in  the  preface  to  his  antiparacel- 
fian  works,  avows,  that  he  does  not  at  all 
difapprove  of  Paracelfus’s  chemical  prepara- ' 
tion  of  medicines ;  on  the  contrary,  he  com¬ 
mends  it  very  highly. 

John  Riolanus,  a  very  fkilful  expounder 
of  phyfick,  after  having,  by  order  of  the  fa¬ 
culty  at  Paris,  undertaken  to  confute  the  pre« 
tenfions  of  Paracelfus’s  difciples,  fays  ex¬ 
prefly,  that  the  univerfity,  which  furnifhes 
the  moft  able  phyficians  in  Europe,  gives  free 
leave  to  ufe  chemical  medicines,  provided 
they  no  wife  impugn  the  ancient  rules  of 
Galen  and  Hippocrates. 

To  prepare  medicines  chemically,  is  no 
deviation  from  the  rules  of  Hippocrates  and 
Galen,  feeing  the  former  did  it  himfelf,  as 
we  have  already  fhewn,  and  will  farther 
make  more  plainly  appear  in  what  follows. 
If  in  Galen’s  days  chemiftry  was  quite  un¬ 
known,  or  but  little  ufed,  it  does  not  follow 
from  thence,  that  in  our  day  we  ought  to 
rejed  it,  lince  its  ufefulnefs  and  excellence 
we  perceive.  May  not  thofe  who  have  come 
after  Galen,  and  may  not  they  who  come 
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after  us,  add  whatever  may  contribute  to  the 
ornament  and  ufe  of  an  art  which  is  well 
known  ?  Is  it  not  in  the  fame  manner  that 
we  make  ufe  of  feveral  medicines  which  our 
forefathers  were  ignorant  of,  as  fena,  rhu¬ 
barb  and  caffia,  which  are  certainly  prefera¬ 
ble  to  tamarins,  coloquintida,  and  the  like  ? 

But  befides,  do  we  not  find  the  principles 
of  chemiftry  in  the  common  preparations  of 
medicines ;  for  they  are  all  prepared,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  galenical  method,  either  by  height¬ 
ening,  lefifening,  or  altering  them ;  for  in 
medicines  we  require  either  the  matter,  or 
the  qualities  and  virtues  feparated  from  that 
matter ;  I  fay,  we  require  the  matter  for  in- 
crafiating,  aftringent,  and  detergent  medi¬ 
cines  3  and  the  virtue  alone  for  attenuating, 
diaphoretick,  and  purgative  ones,  becaufe  the 
grofsnefs  of  the  matter  is  an  obftrudion  to 
their  efficacy ;  wherefore  Mefue,  Boerhaave, 
and  all  good  authors,  diftinguiih  four  kinds 
of  procefs,  namely,  codion,  lotion,  infufion, 
and  trituration.  Pray  then  what  is  lotion, 
and  chiefly  aflation,  but  the  beginning  of  a 
calcination  ?  and  what  is  infufion,  but  an  ex- 
trad:  begun  ?  But  chemiftry  excels  in  this 
manner  of  feparating  the  matter  from  its  qua¬ 
lities,  properties,  and  virtues ;  for  it  feparates 
in  different  ways  the  pure  from  the  impure, 
and  confequently  draws  and  opens  the  dif¬ 
ferent  virtues  of  medicines,  which  would 
otherwife  lie  dormant,  as  it  were,  and  could 
never  be  extracted  therefrom  by  the  natural 

heat  5 
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heat  i  a  thing  that  is  well  known,  efpecially 
in  metals  and  minerals. 

Moreover,  it  boils  and  attenuates  earthy 
fubflances,  it  alters  their  malignant,  veno¬ 
mous,  and  heterogeneous  qualities,  or  it  en¬ 
tirely  divefls  them  of  thefe  ;  and  it  heightens 
their  virtues :  for  there  is  more  force  and  vir¬ 
tue  in  fpirit  of  cinnamon,  againft  a  fyncope 
and  other  diforders,  than  there  is  in  cinna¬ 
mon  itfelf.  Diftilled  oils,  fpirits,  falts,  and 
fulphurs,  have  much  greater  efficacy  than 
even  the  fimples  which  they  are  extracted 
from. 

In  fine,  it  is  inconteftable  that  chemiftry 
renders  feveral  medicines  more  pure,  more 
analogous  to  our  nature,  and  includes,  in  a 
fmall  volume,  different  forces  and  virtues, 
confequently  more  adapted  to  the  end  pro- 
pofed,  and  the  duty  of  a  phyfician,  which 
fihould  be  to  cure  fpeedily,  infallibly,  and 
agreeably;  which  will  much  better  anfwer 
to  his  purpofe,  by  making  ufe  of  chemical 
medicines,  the  virtues  of  which  are  by  far 
more  aftive,  perfect,  and  pure,  and  lefs  re¬ 
pugnant  to  a  patient. 

Expert  chemifts  have  a  great  many  mild 
and  falutary  medicines,  which  are  not  vio¬ 
lent  ;  thofe  which  I  have  made  publick,  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  the  late  M.  de  Grimaldi, 
firft  phyfician  to  the  king  of  Sardinia,  hold, 
without  difpute,  the  firft  rank,  as  well  as 
thofe  which  I  now  offer  to  the  publick  in 
this  treatife* 

5  "  The 
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The  materia  me  die  a  is  the  fame  both  in 
the  chemical  and  common  pharmacy  ;  it  is 
taken  from  vegetables,  animals,  and  mine¬ 
rals,  as  well  in  mild  medicines,  as  in  thofe 
that  are  ftrong  and  violent,  which  are  ufed 
in  phyfick  ;  but  the  chemical  preparation  cor¬ 
rects  and  takes  away  all  that  is  noxious  in 
violent  medicines,  renders  them  more  infal¬ 
lible,  and  more  agreeable,  for  the  reafons  I 
have  already  given  5  and  often,  according  to 
the  doCtrine  and  practice  of  the  Galenifts 
themfelves,  it  is  necefary  to  ufe  the  firongeft 
medicines,  in  order  to  cure  a  great  many  dis¬ 
orders  ;  a  thing  which  cannot  be^  done  by  the 
weakeft  remedies.  Hippocrates,  Galen,  Celfus, 
and  feveral  others  among  the  ancients,  made 
ufe  of  more  violent  medicines  than  what  true 
chemifts  are  wont  to  do;  extreme  remedies , 
fays  Hippocrates,  B.  1.  Aph.  6.  are  proper  for 
extreme  dijorders ;  and  Galen  himfelf,  5, 
Meth.  ch.  15.  blames  Erafiftratus  for  ufng 
light  medicines,  and  for  pretending  that  thefe 
were  hurtful  in  dangerous  difeafes,  in  which 
if  one  mifs  the  opportunity,  a  thing  which 
may  eafily  happen,  either  the  patients  die,  or 
their  diftempers  become  incurable.  It  is 
therefore  the  more  ufual  way  for  galenical 
phyficians,  that  is,  for  fuch  as  follow  the  an¬ 
cient  method,  to  make  ufe  of  very  ftron^ 
medicines,  than  for  chemifts,  who  feldom 
ufe  them,  and  who  prepare  them  better :  nor 
is  it  an  aftertion  any  more  true  to  fay,  that 
chemifts  prepare  all  their  medicines  with  a 

ftrong 
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ftrong  fire  5  for  very  often  they  ufe  hut  a  very 
gentle  one. 

But  when  they  ufe  an  open  fire,  and  for 
fufion,  the  compound  body,  upon  which 
they  work,  requires  it  5  and  herein  they  adt 
conformable  to  right  reafon,  found  phyfick, 
and  the  maxims  of  Galen,  who  teaches,  that 
by  means  of  a  ftrong  fire  feveral  medicines 
lofe  all  their  acrimony  and  pungency.  It  is 
certain,  that,  by  the  fpagyrick  art,  the  moft 
violent  medicines  are  foftened,  and  that  a  great 
many,  which  are  even  poifonous,  lofe  their 
definitive  quality.  Chemiftry,  farther,  fur- 
nifhes  with  cardiacks  and  ftrengthening  me¬ 
dicines  of  the  firft  order,  very  far  fuperior  to 
the  common  fort 3  a  thing  which  but  few 
people  deny. 

I  (hall  conclude  this  anfwer  with  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  a  very  able  a  phyfician,  who  does  not 
pretend  to  praife  other  men,  but  who,  on  ac¬ 
count  of  his  fine  learning,  and  the  good  ufe 
he  makes  of  it,  very  well  deferves  to'be  prai- 
fed  himfelf.  sc  Cuftom,  fays  he,  ought  not 
£c  to  be  the  mafter-guide  in  the  therapeutick 
art  3  let  it  not  diipleaie  theie  pretended 
fages,  this  is  a  privilege  which  I  do  not 
allow  it,  fince  I  do  not  own  it  for  the 
only  guide.  Would  not.  one  fry,  to  hear 
“  them  talk,  that  there  is  an  eftablifhed  cu~ 

“  Horn, 


,  r  .*  in  a  letter  written  to  M.  Chicoyneau, 

p  y  ‘gan  to  the  king,  December  14,  1747,  on  the  great  and 
urpri  mg  cures  performed  by  M.  Daran,  furgeon  in.  ordinary 
t£l  tl,g.  diforders  of  the  urethra,  inferted  in  the  treatife 

of  obfervations  on  this  malady,  publilhed  bv  M,  Daran  himfelf. 
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«  ftom,  a  fashionable  manner  of  treating  pa- 
<c  tients?  and  that  medicines  are  only  pre- 
<c  fcribed,  becaufe  they  are  cuftomary  things  ? 
cc  No :  far  from  it ;  it  is  becaufe  they  are  ne- 
<c  ceflary,  and  are  fit  for  the  diftemper,  that 
cc  they  muft  be  prefcribed ;  for  the  cuftom 
cc  of  ufing  a  remedy  does  not  conftitute  its 
cc  goodnefs  and  neceffity ;  but  its  goodnefs 
C€  determines  its  ufe.” 

Experience  fhews,  that  we  ufe  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  remedies  that  were  not  known  to  the 
ancients.  The  emetick  (a  chemical  medi¬ 
cine)  which  may  be  reckon'd  one  of  the  beft 
in  phyfick,  would  never,  Should  this  princi¬ 
ple  be  fcrupuloufly  followed,  have  recovered 
itfelf  from  the  fentence  pronounced  againft  it 
by  Guy  Patin ;  but  happily  it  has  been  ap¬ 
pealed  from,  and  juftice  has  been  done  it 
upon  the  appeal. 

In  a  word,  it  is  often  prudent  to  follow 
a  new  method  in  the  cure  of  difeafes ;  it  is 
very  lucky  for  us,  that  the  one  we  propofe 
is  the  moft  infallible,  the  moft  expeditious, 
and  moft  agreeable. 

In  fine,  let  us  in  fome  fort  conclude  this 
maxim  with  what  the  Wife-man  fays,  Ecch 
xxxviii.  6.  He  hath  given  man  J hill ,  that  he 
?night  he  honoured  in  his  marvellous  works : 
with  fuch  doth  he  heal  [men]  ;  and  of  fetch 
doth  the  apothecary  make  a  confetti  on  ;  and  of 
his  works  there  is  no  end :  for  phyficians  will 
difcover  every  day  new  remedies,  and  their 
art  will  never  be  limited. 


Objection 
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Objection  III.  Medicines  taken  from  mi¬ 
nerals,  and  metals,  fhould  never  be  ufed;  as 
the  greateft  part  of  thefe  compound  bodies 
are  tainted  with  arfenical  particles. 

Anfwer.  Another  reafon,  as  weak  as  the 
preceding,  raifes  apprehenfions  about  che¬ 
mical  medicines,  as  people  believe  that  they 
are  made  up  from  minerals  and  metals ;  but, 
as  we  have  already  obferv’d,  the  matter  in 
chemical  and  galenical  operations  is  the  fame  ^ 
and  it  will  be  a  very  eafy  thing  for  chemifis 
to  administer  vegetable  medicines  to  their 
patients,  fhould  the  mineral  ones  be  contrary 
to  their  cafe  :  befides,  the  ancient  phyficians 
made  more  ufe  of  metallick  medicines,  before 
the  practice  of  chemiftry  was  introduced, 
than  is  done  at  prefent ;  for  there  are  a  great 
many  chemifts  who  feldom  ufe  thefe ;  and 
when  they  ufe  any,  they  are  vegetable  me¬ 
dicines  only.  Upon  perufing  the  writings  of 
the  ancients,  we  find  that  they  were  wont  to 
ule  fled,  calcined  copper,  and  other  metals, 
either  without,  or  with  but  very  little,  pre¬ 
paration  :  plates  of  unprepared  brafs  purge 
ftrongly,  of  which  Diofcorides  makes  men¬ 
tion  in  his  fifth  book.  A  great  many  made 
ufe  of  Armenian  flone  without  any  prepa¬ 
ration.  The  fame  Diofcorides  alfo  writes, 
that  iilver  is  good  againfl  the  poifon  of  rats¬ 
bane.  The  moft  celebrated  authors,  both 
ancient  and  modern,  agree,  that  from  this 
metal  may  be  drawn  fpecifick  remedies  for 
diforders  of  the  head. 

I 


Avicenna 
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Avicenna a  fays,  that  it  is  good  again  ft  pal¬ 
pitations  of  the  heart.  Mathiolus,  in  the 
letter  already  quoted,  afiiires,  that  dangerous 
and  chronical  diftempers  can  hardly  be  cured 
without  metallick  medicines ;  and  that  they 
ftiQuid  not  be  adminiftered  without  a  che¬ 
mical  preparation.  There  is  nothing  more 
common  than  the  ufe  of  mineral  waters, 
which  have  all  a  metallick  quality. 

I  could  eafily  adduce  the  opinions  of  the 
moft  celebrated  authors,  who  are  conftant  fol¬ 
lowers  of  this  doctrine j  but,  to  be  brief,  we 
will  confine  ourfelves  to  make  a  few  reflec¬ 
tions  ;  and,  to  avoid  repetitions,  entreat  the 
reader,  if  he  defires  a  more  ample  explica¬ 
tion,  to  look  at  what  we  have  already  faid  in 
our  treatife  on  metals,  published  and  fold  at 
Durand's,  bookfeller  in  Paris,  at  the  fign  of 
the  griffin  in  St.  James’s  ftreet;  in  which  I 
treat  of  their  formation,  the  qualities,  virtues, 
and  properties  of  each  in  particular,  for  the 
ufe  of  phyfick  ;  I  point  at  the  medicines 
which  may  be  drawn  from  them,  to  be  em¬ 
ployed  in  particular  diforders 3  and  likewife 

purpofe 


2  About  the  end  of  the  tenth  century,  Ebn  Sina,  that  is  to 
fay,  Avicenna,  was  born  at  Boceata,  the  capital  of  the  pro¬ 
vince  of  Cherofan,  in  the  370th  year  of  the  Turkifh  hegira,  or 
9Soth  of  the  chriftian  asra;  endowed  with  a  quick  and  ready 
genius,  he  made  great  progrefs  in  the  mathematicks,  and  even 
m  the  moft  fublime  philofophy  ;  therein  he  became  perfeft  at 
an  age  when  others  hardly  begin  to  ftudy  them.  He  was  no 
more  than  fixteen  when,  from  thefe  fciences,  he  fell  into  that 
of  phyfick,  in  which  he  fucceeded  with  the  fame  rapidity. 
He  was  in  fo  great  repute  for  phyfick  and  philofophy,  that 
the  ful tan  Ma;  ial  Doulet  thought  he  could  do  no  better,  than 
put  fo  acute  ?.  genius  at  the  head  of  his  affairs,  and  fo  made 
him  his  prime  minifter. 
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piirpofe  the  method  of  working  them  *  and 
therein  I  prove,  that  the  medicines  which 
are  drawn  from  minerals*  and  metals,  are 
preferable  to  thofe  which  are  drawn  from 
vegetables*  and  animals.  As  truth  is  always 
the  lame,  and  as  I  want  no  more  but  this 
very  truth  to  eftablifh  my  principles,  I  will 
repeat,  as  an  anfwer  to  the  above-mentioned 

objection,  the  fame  reafons  I  fet  forth  in  that 
work. 

Tho’  vegetables,  and  even  animals,  be  not 
lefs  proper  for  the  compofition  of  excellent 
medicines,  than  minerals  and  metals  are,  as 
the  one  and  the  other  derive  from  the  fame 
origin,  and  as  the  different  canals  through 
which  they  pafs  are  alike  pure  3  and  as  it 
may  even  be  faid,  that  vegetables  feem  to 
have  the  advantage  over  minerals,  becaufe 
they  are  naturally  deftined  to  ferve  as  aliment 
for  animals  3  and  that  their  texture  being  lefs 
ftrong,  and  lefs  compact  than  that  of  mine¬ 
rals,  their  refolution  may  be  more  eafily  per¬ 
formed  3  moreover,  the  fpirits  of  vegetables 
feem  to  have  more  analogy  with  thofe  of 
animals,  than  the  ipjrits  of  minerals  have, 
on  account  of  the  predominant  principles  of 
the  one  and  the  other  3  and  we  likewife  find, 
that  almoft  the  general  opinion  gives  the  pre¬ 
ference  to  tiie  juice  of  plants,  to  the  extracts  of 
roots,  to  the  virtues  and  qualities  offimples, 
bove  all  other  medicines :  But  unhappily  ex¬ 
perience  does  not  anfwer  to  this  favourable 
opinion  3  nothing  is  more  rare,  than  to  find  a 
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good  and  true  remedy,  for  the  great  diftem- 
pers,  drawn  from  any  other  quarter  than 
from  the  mineral  kingdom. 

Whence  then  can  arife  all  that  oppofition, 
confidering  the  daily  experience  we  have  of 
the  weaknefs  of  thefe  medicines ;  in  which, 
we  fcarce  find  any  of  the  virtues  afcribed  to 
them  ? 

The  fault  certainly  is  not  in  the  mixt,  but 
in  the  perfon  who  works  it,  without  having 
a  perfedt  knowledge  of  it,  without  preparing 
it  according  toi  the  principles  of  its  nature, 
and  the  quality  of  its  competition. 

But  let  us  throw  more  light  upon  this 
matter,  and  fuccinftly  explain,  in  what  re- 
fpedls  the  three  kinds  agree,  and  in  what  re~ 
fpefts  they  differ. 

All  the  mixts  in  nature  are  divided  into 
three  kingdoms,  to  wit,  the  animal,  vege¬ 
table,  and  mineral ;  each  kingdom  is  divided 
into  fpecies,  and  each  fpecies  into  individu¬ 
als.  All  thefe  kingdoms  have  the  fame  firft 
origin,  and  derive  from  the  fame  fource,  to 
wit,  that  univerfal  feed  formed  from  the  pure 
fpirit  of  the  elements,  impregnated  with  the 
light  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  the  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  ftars,  which,  darted  down  from 
above,  are  gathered  together  and  united  in 
the  centre  of  the  earth,  where  is  made  the 
firft  preparation,  that  ferves  either  for  the  for¬ 
mation  or  generation  of  all  the  mixts  in  the 
three  kingdoms. 


But 
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But  each  portion  of  this  feed*  which  in  the 
beginning  is  but  one*  and  univerfal*  is  divided, 
and  neceflarily*  and  without  alteration*  deter¬ 
mined  to  one  particular  genus,  whether  vege¬ 
table  or  mineral  *  fo  that  the  one  may  be 
changed  into  the  other*  if  it  be  not  wholly 
reduced  into  its  original  Ample  principles*  at 
which  human  art  can  never  arrive  ;  for  all 
that  this  can  perform  is*  to  reduce  the  mixt 
into  the  principle  of  its  proper  genus *  which 
is  determined  to  perfedt  its  fpecies  and  indivi¬ 
duals. 

Wherefore  art  will  never  fucceed  to  make 
a  mineral  out  of  a  vegetable  or  animal*  nor  an 
animal  out  of  a  mineral  or  vegetable. 

The  reaion  of  this  is,  that  the  portion  of 
the  pure  elementary  part*  which  is  determi¬ 
ned  to  one  kingdom*  becomes  fo  by  the  in- 
fufion  of  fpirits,  both  fixt  and  volatile,  which 
by  their  nature  are  peculiarly  adapted  to  one 
particular  kingdom*  and  not  to  another. 

But  thefe  fpirits,  having  once  taken  poffef- 
lion  of  a  portion  of  element,  never  quit  it  to 
give  place  to  fpirits  of  a  different  nature;  and 
all  that  happens  in  the  refolution  of  the  mixt* 
which  is  brought  about  by  its  putrefaction* 
from  whence  arifes  a  new  generation,  is  this, 
that  the  fpirits,  which  did  animate  the  firft 
compofition  of  the  mixt,  are  driven  away 
by  fpirits  of  the  fame  nature*  which  are 
Wronger  and  mote  powerful  than  the  firft. 

Yet  theie  firft  fpirits  ftill  remain  in  part* 
but  weakened  in  force  and  quantity  fo  far, 
till  in  this  mutual  ftruggle  the  fecond  fpirits 
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gain  ground  by  little  and  little,  feize  upon 
the  place,  and  entirely  drive  out  the  former 
occupiers 5  whence  arifes  a  mixt  of  the  fame 
kind,  but  ftronger  and  more  perfedt  than  the 
preceding,  after  it  has  been  deftroyed  ;  a  thing 
which  does  not  happen  but  by  degrees. 

Thus,  in  the  putrefaction  or  refolution  of 
the  mixt,  one  can  never  arrive  at  the  origi¬ 
nal  or  univerfal  matter  5  fince  the  fpirits,  that 
have  determined  it  to  one  particular  king¬ 
dom,  never  quit  it  one  fingle  moment,  not 
to  give  an  opportunity  to  thofe  of  a  different 
nature  to  feize  upon  it. 

That  which  makes  the  diftinguifhing  dif¬ 
ference  between  the  three  kingdoms,  both  as 
to  their  fpirits,  and  as  to  their  material  parts, 
in  their  pure  elementary  one,  whether  fix’d 
or  volatile,  is  the  different  proportion  of  their 
conflituent  elements ;  for  inftance,  in  the  ani¬ 
mal  kingdom,  air  and  fire  are  predominant 
over  earth  and  water  3  in  the  vegetable  king¬ 
dom,  air  and  water  are  predominant  over 
earth  and  fire ;  in  the  mineral  kingdom,  wa¬ 
ter  and  earth  are  predominant  over  air  and 
fire.  From  this  different  proportion  arife  the 
different  qualities  which  we  perceive  in  the 
refolution  of  the  mixt. 

For  example,  in  minerals,  their  fpirit  or 
volatile  part  is  acrid  and  acid,  becaufe  air  and 
fire,  which  produce  fweetnefs,  are  therein  in 
leaft  quantity ;  and  their  fixt  part,  or  fixt  fait, 
is  fharp  and  bitter.  In  animals  and  vegeta¬ 
bles,  the  volatile  part  is  fweet,  and  agreeably 
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rclifliing  to  the  mouth  and  palate ;  and  their 
fixt  fait  is  only  pungent  and  faline. 

From  thence  muftbe  concluded,  i.  That  a 
pure  mineral  requires  more  working,  more  rec¬ 
tifying,  and  a  longer  codiion,  than  the  mixts 
oi  a  vegetable  and  animal  kind  ;  but  that  thefe 
laft  are  mote  tender  and  delicate  to  treat,  and 
ar e  m^re  difficult  to  be  kept  pure,  on  account 
of  their  greater  degree  of  volatility. 

2.  That  excellent  medicines  may  be  drawn 
tiom  the  one  and  the  other,  provided  one 
knows  how  to  work  them,  and  proceed  there¬ 
in  according  to  the  nature  of  the  mixt  which 
is  to  be  work’d  :  yet  that  the  medicines  drawn 
from  minerals  are  certainly  more  powerful 
and  more  efficacious  than  any  other,  for  the 
cure  of  the  great  diforders,  for  the  preferva- 
tion  or  prolongation  of  life ,  becaufe  thefe  are 
naturally  more  fixt,  fo  as  to  bear  with  greater 
a.nd  niore  perfedt  redtifications,  and  more  coc- 
tions  than  thofe  drawn  from  vegetables,  the 
pure  part  of  which,  as  has  been  already  ob- 

ferved,  evaporates  by  reafon  of  its  too  great 
volatility.  & 

In  order  to  remove  all  fcruples,  and  fatisfy 
ad  the  doubts  that  may  be  raifed  about  the 
ufe  of  metals  and  minerals  in  phyfick,  and 
the  preference  which  we  give  to  the  me¬ 
dicines  drawn  from  them,  efpecially  for  the 
cure  of  the  great  diforders,  above  thofe  which 
are  drawn  from  vegetables  and  animals,  it 
teems  proper  here  to  lay  open  what  differ^ 
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ence  there  is  between  medicines,  poifons,  and 

aliments. 

Aliment,  is  that  pure  part  of  nature,  which 
is  found  in  any  thing  that  is  deftined  for  our 
nourilhment,  and  which,  taken  inwardly,  re¬ 
pairs  the  pure  part  of  our  nature,  the  radical 
moiflure,  whether  confirmed  by  the  natural 
heat,  or  diflipated  by  the  agitation  of  our  fpi- 
rits,  and  the  violent  exercife  of  our  bodies  $ 
that,  by  fuch  repairs,  our  being  may  be  pre~ 
|erved  in  its  ftate  of  life  and  activity. 

Poifon,  on  the  other  hand,  is  an  excremen- 
titious  impurity,  contrary  to  the  pure  part 
which  fupports  us,  found  in  the  mixt  which 
we  ufe,  and  which  deftroys  and  diffipates  that 
pure  part  which  conftitutes  and  preferves  life 
and  health  5  fo  that  poifon  may  very  well  be 
defined,  by  faying,  that  it  is  any  thing  that 
deftroys  and  diffipates  the  foundation  and  bafis 
of  life,  by  means  of  a  quality  contrary  to  that 
which  maintains  and  repairs  it. 

Thus,  when  we  lay  that  poifon  is  nothing 
elfe  but  the  impure  part  found  in  the  mixt, 
we  give  to  underftand,  that  all  that  which  is 
contained  in  the  poifonous  mixt  is  not  poifon, 
but  only  what  is  contrary  in  quality  to  the 
pure  part  of  nature,  to  be  fo  ;  and  when  this 
impurity  is  predominant,  to  a  certain  degree, 
we  juftly  call  that  mixt  a  poifon ;  which 
will  be  more  or  lefs  ftrong  or  dangerous, 
according  to  the  quality,  quantity,  evolu¬ 
tion,  and  exaltation  of  the  impure  parti¬ 
cles  it  contains.  But  if,  by  our  chemical 
3  redd- 
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rectifications,  we  feparate  from  this  mixt  all 
its  impure  particles,  we  will  thereby  make  the 
pure  part,  it  contains,  a  powerful  medicine, 
and  a  fovereign  alexipharmjck  •  which  is 
plainly  feen  in  the  preparations  made  from 
ferpents,  and  other  venomous  creatures ;  and 
this  is  done  in  like  manner,  and  writh  the 
like  fucceis,  in  the  moft  poifonous  vegetables 
and  minerals,  as  milk-thiftle,  ellebore,  anti¬ 
mony,  mercury,  and  arfenick,  &c.  from  which 
the  Ipagirick  art  draws  furprifing  medicines. 

Medicines  then  hold  a  place  between  ali¬ 
ment  and  poifon,  and  differ  from  them 
both  ;  1.  From  poifon  in  this,  that,  far  from 
injuring  nature,  it  relieves  and  affifts  her  when 
fhe  is  attacked,  2.  From  aliment,  in  this, 
that  in  relieving  and  affifting  nature,  it  does 
not  pafs  into  its  fubftance,  as  aliment  does. 
Yet  there  are  certain  kinds  of  medicines  which 
likewile  partake  of  the  quality  of  aliment ; 
fuch  are  thole  which,  being  extremely  mild 
and  light,  cannot  exert  all  their  virtue  againft 
the  diftemper  which  is  to  be  extirpated,  but 
which,  by  joining  with  nature,  and  affim Ha¬ 
ting  therewith,  alfume  its  fubftance,  and  fo 
augment  its  forces,  in  order  to  attack  jointly, 
and  get  the  better  of  the  diforder.  This  re¬ 
lief,  this  addition  of  force  which  nature  re¬ 
ceives  from  the  fpecifick  properties  of  the 
particles  which  have  been  an  aliment  to  it, 
makes  her  become  her  own  remedy. 

As  has  been  faid  in  the  beginning  of  this 
eft ay,  that  one  of  the  principal  cares  of  a  phyfi** 
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eian  fhould  extend  to  all  that  may  concern  the 
choice  of  the  materia  medica^  it  may  be  propa- 
fed  as  a  queftion,  namely,  Whether  it  be  ne~ 
ceffary,  or  at  leaft  ufeful,  to  have  any  regard 
to  the  time  and  Ieafon  for  making  choice  of 
thefe  medical  fubftances,  either  for  gathering 
or  working  them  ?  A  great  many  people  will 
look  upon  this  queftion  as  needlefs,  but  they 
deceive  themfeives ;  for  the  oblerving  the 
weather,  and  feafon,  is  a  very  effential  point. 

All  the  world  agrees,  that  it  is  neceffary  to 
chufe  the  proper  ieafon  for  gathering  the  ve¬ 
getables  which  one  intends  to  ufe,  in  .order 
to  extract  their  juice,  and  preferve  it  $  and 
that  it  is  the  beft  feafon  when  thefe  mixts 
have  moil:  juice  and  virtue  ;  but  people  do 
not  obferve,  with  that  accuracy  which  is  ne*- 
ceffary,  the  time  for  preparing  them.  The  fea¬ 
fon,  the  proper  time  for  minerals  and  for  ani¬ 
mals,  though  of  as  much  importance  as  that 
for  vegetables,  is  neverthelefs  almoft  entirely 
negleded.  This  obfervation  is  even  treated 
as  a  mere  chimera  by  our  modern  phyficians, 
who,  letting  it  down  to  themfeives  as  a  law 
to  rejedt  all  that  does  not  fall  under  the  cog¬ 
nizance  of  their  fenfes,  glorify  themfeives 
upon  doubting  of  every  thing,  if  their  weak 
imagination  does  not  reprefent  them  under 
forms  proper  to  admit  of  geometrical  rules, 
and  algebraical  calculations ;  and  thus  conti¬ 
nue  ignorant  of  the  greateft  wonders,  the  molt 
general,  and  molt  neeeilary  operations  of  na¬ 
ture. 

Bn  t 


A  Preliminary  Difcourfe .  4T 

But  fuch  as  will  abandon  their  prejudices 
will  eafily  find,  how  necefifary  it  is  to  obferve 
the  weather,  and  the  feafon,  not  only  for  the 
choice  of  vegetables,  but  likewife  for  that  of 
animals,  and  minerals,  , 

In  fact,  who  can  doubt  but  that  things 
above  ad  upon  things  below  ?  For  a  perfon 
cannot  deny  what  he  perceives  with  his  eyes  ; 
VVe  fee,  every  year,  when  the  fun  returns  to 
us,  that  the  withered  plants  which  feem’d 
dead,  and  the  trees  which  were  ftript  of  their 
leaves,  and  drooping  and  languifhing,  do  re¬ 
vive  and  grow  young  again,  fo  to  fpeak,  get  a 
green  coat,  are  loaded  with  leaves,  in  a  word, 
fhoot  forth  and  multiply  3  becaufe  at  that  time 
they  receive  abundantly  the  alimentary  fap, 
which  is  neceflary  for  their  prefervation, 
growth,  and  encreafe.  From  whence  then  does 
this  proceed  ?  if  not  from  this,  namely,  that 
in  that  feafon,  the  fun  fhedding  forth  more 
copioufly,  and  more  diredly,  his  rays  upon  our 
hemifphere,  lets  open  the  pores  of  the  earth 
which  the  cold  had  fhut  up ;  whence  the  ali¬ 
mentary  fap  of  plants  and  trees,  which  rifes 
vigoroufly  and  plentifully  from  the  roots  into 
the  whole  texture  of  the  tree  and  plant, 
is  united  with  the  particles  of  the  fun  and 
fiars,  which  have  animated  it,  and  which,  by 
their  union,  have  rendered  it  capable  of  pro¬ 
ducing  again,  and  preferving  the  life  of  the 
vegetable,  and  communicating  to  it  a  gene¬ 
rative  virtue, 
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The  fame  eflfed,  and  that  through  the  fame 
caufe,  is  produced  in  animals,  and  in  a  man¬ 
ner  almoft  as  fenfible,  not  only  by  the  more 
fucculent  aliments  with  which  they  are  nou- 
rifhed  at  that  time,  but  likewife  by  that  vital 
fpirit  diffufed  through  the  air  which  they 
breathe,  that  penetrates  their  bodies,  either 
by  refpiration,  or  by  the  pores  of  the  fkin,  and 
unites  with  the  pure  part  of  their  nature, 
by  augmenting  their  force  and  adivity. 

Why  fhould  it  not  be  allowed,  that  at  the 
the  fame  time  minerals  are  fufceptible  of  the 
fame  impreffions,  confequently  of  the  fame 
encreafe  of  force  and  virtue  ?  fince  minerals 
are,  without  difpute,  produced  in  the  bowels 
of  the  earth  by  the  fame  principles,  by  the 
fame  influence  and  adion  that  penetrates  the 
earth,  namely,  that  of  the  particles  of  the  fun, 
moon,  and  the  other  ftars,  proper  and  adapted 
to  the  different  mixtures  of  every  fpecies  and 
every  kind  which  the  earth  produces,  ei¬ 
ther  within  its  bowels,  or  upon  its  fur- 
face.  This  adion  of  the  fun  and  ftars  in 
fpring,  when  the  earth  fets  open  its  pores  > 
to  receive  it,  appears  fenfibly  even  in  mi¬ 
nerals  ;  for  at  that  time  they  flourifh,  fo  to 
fpeak,  more  plentifully,  and  mines  fend  forth 
vapours  a  great  deal  more  ftrong  and  copious, 
than  at  any  other  time  of  the  year ;  there  is 
then  no  doubt,  but  the  choice  of  the  feafon 
is  neceflary  to  gather  the  medicinal  matters, 
not  only  of  the  mineral  and  animal,  but  like¬ 
wife  of  the  vegetable  kingdom. 
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This  feafon  fiiould  alfo  be  obferved  for 
preparing  medicines  ;  fince  reafon  and  expe- 
rience  teach  us,  that  this  preparation  be¬ 
comes  more  eafy  and  perfect  at  one  time 
than  another  ;  for,  1.  The  pure  part  of  nature, 
from  which  our  medicine  is  made  up,  is 
more  abundant  in  that  feafon  than  in  any 
other.  2.  The  volatile  fpirits,  which  defcend 
from  above  upon  the  earth,  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  mixts,  are  then  more  plentiful; 
whence  it  happens,  that  not  only  the  earth 
and  the  water  are  replenifhed  therewith,  but 
likewife  the  air  through  the  whole  concave 
of  the  celeftial  globe.  Now  in  the  prepa¬ 
ration  which  is  at  that  time  made  of  chemi¬ 
cal  medicines,  the  volatile  fpirits  of  the  mixt, 
which  are  feparated  from  it,  meet  together 
and  unite  with  thofe  of  the  like  nature  which 
are  in  the  air ;  and  by  this  union  and  accre¬ 
tion,  they  acquire  greater  force  and  virtue  for 
producing  the  rectification  of  the  pure  part 
of  this  mixt. 

What  has  been  faid  relates  in  general  to 
the  choice  of  medicinal  matters,  and  their 
preparation;  but  fhould  it  be  added,  that 
there  are  ftill  particular  obfervations  to  be 
made  as  to  the  proper  time  for  particular  mixts, 
and  as  to  the  different  preparations  requifite  for 
each  of  them,  it  might  not  be  greatly  amifs. 
Thefe  particular  differences  arife  from  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  the  internal  form  of  mixts,  as  to 
their  radical  moiflure,  which  diftinguifhes 
their  quality,  and  fubjedts  them  to  the  influ¬ 
ences 
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cnees  of  different  celeftial  figns,  thro’  the  coht 
nexion,  relation,  or  fympathy,  which  this 
particular  fign  has  with  that  particular  radical 
moifture  j  and  this  is  what  makes  it  grow, 
and  encreafe  in  force,  whenever  the  fign  that 
rules  over  it  happens  to  be  above  the  horizon, 
and  is  well  and  properly  expofed  to  the  fun. 
Hence  it  is,  that,  in  order  to  a  more  exart 
chemical  preparation,  we  muft  chufe  not 
only  the  fpring  to  gather  physical  fubflanc.es 
in ;  but  farther,  have  a  regard,  in  prepa¬ 
ring  them,  to  the  riling,  fetting,  and  afperts 
of  the  figns  and  planets  that  have  a  natural 
relation  to  the  mixt  we  intend  to  prepare. 
Though  I  do  not  advance  any  thing  extra¬ 
vagant,  I  may  yet  revolt  feveral  whofe  minds 
are  prepoffeffed  with  new  fyftems,  and  per¬ 
haps  not  fo  rational  as  thofe  which  have  pre¬ 
ceded  them ;  for  which  fome  are  indifferent, 
as  they  do  not  underftand  them,  and  as  the 
iyftem,  in  favour  of  which  they  are  prejudi¬ 
ced,  has  no  other  advantage  than  that  of  its 
novelty,  and  its  being  the  mode.  If  Mon- 
tagne  has  in  fome  fort  foretold,  in  his  effays, 
the  overthrowing  and  difearding  of  Arifto- 
tle*s  philofophy ;  if  Defcartes  has  accom- 
plifhed  the  predirtion ;  if  Newton  has  a- 
veng' d  Ariftotle ;  may  it  not  be  prefumed, 
that  one  day  will  arife  fome  other  inventive 
genius,  who,  regarding  as  fervile  the  fhrewd 
moderation  of  M.  Privat  des  Molieres,  who 
has  endeavoured  to  reconcile  the  opinions  of 
both  thefe  philofophers,  will  invent  fome 

new 


\ 

A  Preliminary  Difcoitrfe. 

new  fyftem  to  overturn  entirely  thofe  of  the 
Cartellans  and  Newtonians,  for  which  people 
are,  at  this  day,  fo  paffionately  fond. 

The  greateft  part  of  mankind  are  fo  lingu¬ 
lar,  that  they  place  their  glory  in  inventing 
ftrange  things,  and  in  being  at  the  head  of 
new  opinions,  no  matter  whether 
truth,  reafon,  or  even  their  own  repole : 
nay,  I  go  farther,  it  would  be  a  kind  of  fharne 
and  difgrace  for  them,  if  they  did  not  get 
followers.  But  to  take  the  thing  right,  there 
is  nothing  more  humbling  to  man’s’pride, 
than  this  variety  of  opinion  and  fentiment 
which  is  to  be  feen  among  philofophers  in 
different  ages. 

However,  notwith Handing  his  deviations, 
the  mind  of  man  feems  to  run  a  circle,  and 
in  the  end  to  come  back  to  the  very  prin¬ 
ciple  which  he  had  before  abandoned  ;  fo  dif¬ 
ficult  a  matter  is  it  in  natural  things  to  difco- 
ver  the  truth,  and  fo  eafy  to  imagine  that 
one  has  found  it.  Of  this  the  opinion  in  de¬ 
bate  is  an  indance  ;  it  is  the  mod  reafona- 
ble  and  mod  probable,  has  been  taught  by 
the  greateit  philofophers  of  antiquity,  inlb- 
much  that  it  became  a  proverb  among  the 
followers  of  Plato.  It  is  even  at  this  day  the 
opinion  of  modern  philofophers.  ’Tis  true, 
that,  taking  it  for  a  fine  thing  to  be  in  the 
ralhion,  they  make  ufe  of  different  terms ; 
yet  notwithdanding  this  pompous  precaution’ 
the  ma&-  falls  off,  the  illufion  vanifhes,  and 
one  plainly  fees,  that  if  the  terms  be  dif¬ 
ferent. 
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ferent,  the  thoughts,  notwithftanding,  and 
the  things,  are  ftill  the  fame. 

’Tis  therefore  vain  for  them  to  be  ambi¬ 
tious  to  give  the  appearance  of  novelty  and 
invention  to  their  new  fyftems,  which  they 
pretend  to  impofe  upon  the  world,  and  make 
people  believe  that  they  change  the  ideas  re¬ 
ceived  by  other  men. 

Such  was  the  manner  of  the  great  Newton, 
tho*  prefled  by  the  force  of  truth,  which  is 
eternal,  he,  in  fome  meafure,  fhut  his  eyes 
againft  her ;  but  truth,  which  is  ever  vigo¬ 
rous  and  fparkling,  has  pierced  through  his 
eyelids,  and  forced  him  to  do  homage  to  her ; 
he  was  uncapable  of  faying  any  thing  to  the 
purpofe,  when  he  would  lay  open  what  that 
great,  that  furprifing  fpring  was,  that  fets  all 
nature  a-going,  but  by  admitting  the  exig¬ 
ence  of  thefe  principles,  difguifed  under  the 
term  attraction* 

Newton  goes  farther,  fearing  the  being  de¬ 
prived  of  the  glory  he  imagined  he  acquired, 
in  paffing  for  the  firil  inventor  of  his  fyftem, 
he  puts  his  reader  on  his  guard  againft  the 
name  attraction ,  not  to  confound  it  with  the 
occult  qualities  of  the  ancients;  and  to  reft 
fatisfied  with  knowing,  that  there  is  in  all 
bodies  a  central  force,  which,  from  one  end 
of  the  univerfe  to  the  other,  ads  upon  bodies, 
both  the  moil  near,  and  the  mod  diftant,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  immutable  laws  of  mecha- 
nicks. 

But  all  thefe  proteftations,  the  vanity  of 
which  has  been  feen  thro’,  have  not  pre¬ 
vented 
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vented  M.  Saurin  and  M.  Fontenelle,  to 
charge  him  with  giving  in  to  the  chimera's 
of  Peripatetieifm  a.  Chimera’s,  by  no  means 
arifing  from  the  grounds  and  elTence  of  the 
doctrine  of  Ariftotle,  no  longer  underftood, 
or  but  ill  underftood  ;  but  from  the  clouds, 
the  darknefs,  and  illufions  fpread  over  it  by 
interpreters,  commentators,  and  tranflators, 
who  have  corrupted  and  debafed  the  fenfe. 
’Tis  thus  men  confound  the  good  with  the 
bad. 

However,  I  declare  that  I  do  not  mean  to 
impofe,  by  thefe  obfervations,  the  necefiity 
of  paying  a  fcrupulous  regard  to  them,  as  if 
the  fuccefs  of  an  operation  depended  abfo- 
lutely  on  the  day,  the  hour,  and  moment  in 
which  it  is  begun  ;  this  would  be  to  fall  into 
a  very  blameable  excels 5  we  only  fay,  that  it 
would  be  better  to  obferve,  if  poflible,  the 
circumftances  which  we  have  mentioned. 

f. 

*  t 

A  Recapitulation. 

When  I  fubmitted  to  an  examination 
the  pofthumous  works  of  the  late  M.  Gri¬ 
maldi,  firft  phyfician  to  the  king  of  Sardinia, 
before  the  board  b  of  commiffion,  there  was 
only  one  of  them  who  difapproved  of  che¬ 
mical  remedies,  and  who  made  the  objections 

which 

% 

a  See  Saurin,  Mem.  de  l1  Acad.  An.  1709  ;  M.  de  Fonte  - 
nelle,  in  Eloge  de  Newton. 

b  This  board  has  been  edablifhed  by  an  arret  of  the  council 
of  date,  dated  March  17,  1731,  for  the  better  order  and  re¬ 
gulation  of  the  three  bodies  of  phyfick,  confiding  of  phyh- 
cians,  furgeons,  and  apothecaries ;  in  which  prefides  the  king  s 
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which  we  have  been  juft  anfwering :  but  at 
the  very  time  that  thefe  objections  were? 
ftarted  before  the  board,  M.  Malouin,  a  ce¬ 
lebrated  phyfician,  confequently  as  good  a 
naturalift  as  chemift,  anfwered  them  by  very 
folid  reafons,  and  entirely  confuted  therm 
It  is  therefore  only  from  prejudice,  not 
from  a  learned  canvaffing,  that  people  could 
have  conceived  a  blind  antipathy  againft  found 
chemiftry  being  prepofieffed  with  childifh 
and  erroneous  principles,  by  means  of  the  dif¬ 
ferent  fyftems,  which  have  no  other  founda¬ 
tion  than  the  imagination  of  the  fyftem- 
makers  who  firft  invented  them*  and  which 
a  touch  of  giddinefs  and  novelty  has  brought 
into  credit:  whence  it  has  happened,  that 
thefe  fyftems  have  been  overturned  fuccef- 
lively  the  one  by  the  other ;  whereas  the  her- 
me  tick  art,  which  is  the  flambeau  that  en¬ 
lightens  every  philofophick  truth,  by  the 
clearnefs  whereof,  one  compofes  true  chemi¬ 
cal  remedies,  which  are  the  only  ones  fhould 
be  made  ufe  of,  as  the  only  ones  good  and 
efficacious :  this  art,  I  fay,  is  not  fubjedted 
to  the  inconftancy  of  mankind,  ’tis  fixt,  inva¬ 
riable,  inalterable,  and  everlafting  ;  and  the 
light  which  derives  from  it,  is  both  piercing 
and  inextinguifhable ;  pure  nature  is  both 

its 


firft  phyfician.  Before  this  board  are  examined  the  remedies 
which  are  intended  to  be  made  publick  ;  and  they  determine', 
whether  they  be  proper  and  ufefui  for  the  cure  ot  diftempers. 
When  they  are  found  to  be  fo,  there  is  granted  a  brief,  yon- 
taming  a  power  and  permiihon  to  make  up,  fell,  and  diftributs 
them. 
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its  object  and  depositary ;  and  without  this 
divine  art,  phyficians  could  never  raife  them- 
f  Ives  to  the  height  of  their  true  grandeur, 
whiift  ftill  ignorant  of  the  eflence  of  the  three 
kingdoms,  and  of  the  tree  properties  wrap’d 
up  in  the  inmofl  recedes  of  matter. 

Pharmacy  can  ferve  but  like  an  ignis  fa - 
tuusy  to  conduct  into  the  dark  knowledge  of 
mixts  j  this  fort  of  fire  has  but  a  faint  or 
barren  light,  which-  does  not  reach  beyond 
the  furface ;  and  geometry,  with  which  thefe 
airy  and  fafhionable  doctors  make  a  parade,  has 
no  diredt  application  to  the  therapeutick  art. 

The  medicinal  theory  comprizes  among  the 
theoretick  knowledge  neceffary  for  furgeons, 
the  dodtrine  of  internal  diforders,  both  Am¬ 
ple  and  complex  ;  the  knowledge  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  mixts,  their  eflence  and  properties ; 
but  this  knowledge  does  not  confine  itfelf  to 
the  Ample  theory,  and  only  to  the  {peculation 
of  mixts,  it  requires  a  chemical  analyfis,  which 
points  out  the  principles  contained  in  the  - 
mixts,  in  what  manner  they  are  mixt,  and 
their  weight  of  nature,  in  order  to  apply  pro¬ 
perly  thefe  principles,  redtified  from  ail  hete¬ 
rogeneous  matter.  For  this  end,  one  muft 
ftudy  nature,  and  examine  into  her  bowels : 
it  is  by  this  means  we  arrive  at  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  art  of  healing  and  curing. 

Let  us  examine  very  briefly,  and  as  much 
as  may  be  ufeful  to  the  fubjedt  in  hand,  what 
knowledge  is  proper  and  neceflary  for  a  phy- 
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fician,  in  all  the  theoretick  branches  of  phy- 
fick,  properly  fo  called. 

This  knowledge  confifts  in  finding  out  the 
caufes  of  difeafes,  and  the  quality  of  the  me¬ 
dicines  that  muft  be  applied  to  purify  the 
blood,  in  which  refide  thofe  heterogeneous 
particles,  and  that  morbifick  ferment,  which 
difturb  the  animal  ceconomy.  Now,  in  order 
to  cure  the  difeafes  which  proceed  from  this 
diforder,  we  muft  have  recourfe  to  good  re¬ 
medies  which  re-eftablifh  the  harmony. 

The  theory  of  fome  phyficians,  and  the 
practice  of  fome  apothecaries,  are  grounded 
upon  Diofcorides  and  Mathiolus :  thefe  au¬ 
thors  have  been  compiled,  augmented,  and 
commented  upon,  by  very  able  phyficians  and 
naturalifts,  as  Tournefort,  Niffole,  Lemery, 
Chomel,  Juflieux,  and  a  great  many  others  5 
but  thefe  authors,  and  their  commentators, 
have  confined  themfelves  to  a  defcription  of 
the  form,  the  figure,  and  quality  of  mixts, 
a  thing  more  curious  and  hiftorical  than  phi- 
lofophical,  as  all  beings  whatever  derive  from 
the  fame  original,  and  exift  uniformly,  only 
by  virtue  of  a  threefold  principle,  namely, 
mercury,  fulphur,  and  the  philofophick  fait ; 
from  which  they  receive  the  fharpnefs,  the  in¬ 
tegrity  of  the  principles,  and  their  weight  of 
nature,  diverted  by  means  of  a  chemical  exalta¬ 
tion  of  all  earthy  and  aqueous  particles,  where¬ 
in  refides  the  true  medicine,  which  ought  to 
be  the  foie  objed  of  a  phyfician’s  enquiry  ;  fo 
much  the  rather,  as  the  great  variety  of  drugs, 

badly 
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badly  analys'd,  is  not  only  ufelefs,  but  often 
pernicious  in  the  cure  of  difeafes,  for  the  fol¬ 
lowing  reafons;  i.That  any  mixt  whatever 
differs  not  from  any  other  mixt,  but  relatively 
as  to  its  figure,  the  proportion  of  the  falts,  and 
grofs  fulphurs,  of  earth  and  water,  which  are 
differently  diffufed  in  it,  according  to  their  dif¬ 
ferent  matrices.  2.  That  by  managing  and 
handling  thefe  different  mixts,  according  to  a 
chemical  operation,  they  are  purged  of  all  he¬ 
terogeneous  particles,  and  their  pure  principles 
are  thereby  unfolded,  which  alone  aft  with- 
out  any  obftacle,  when  fuperadded  to  the 
weight  of  nature.  3.  Whereas  the  mixture 
is  made  at  a  venture  with  feveral  ingredients ; 
I  fay,  at  a  venture ;  becaufe  without  any 
knowledge  of  this  weight  of  nature,  which 
the  blind  admixture,  feldom  homogeneous, 
and  very  often  contrary,  does  only  render  the 
potion  grofs  and  unpleafant,  hard  of  digef- 
tion,  and  unfuccefsful.  However,  thefe  doc¬ 
tors,  very  confident  in  the  beaten  track 
of  pharmacy,  deceived  by  prejudices  againft 
chemiftry,  of  which  they  only  know  the 
name,  detach  each  party  of  their  potions, 
one  to  the  brain,  another  to  the  liver ;  that 
to  the  ftomach,  and  this  to  the  fpleen ; 
without  confidering  that  diftempers  do  only 
arife  from  a  vicious  quality,  introduced  into 
the  blood  by  means  of  heterogeneous  parti¬ 
cles,  which  envelope  and  abforb  the  heat  of 
nature  5  and  that  in  reftoring  this  heat,  it  na¬ 
turally  purifies  itfelf  by  the  fecretory  paffages, 
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by  infenfible  perfpiration,  urine,  crifes,  &c. 
from  whence  follows  the  re-eltablifhment  of 
the  equilibrium ,  without  any  neceffity  of  ex¬ 
ec  flive  bleeding,  extreme  coolers,  or  a  low 
diet;  which  only  weaken  the  body,  and  hin¬ 
der  the  play  of  the  natural  mechanifm. 

The  views  of  the  greateft  part  of  phyfi- 
cians  are  confined  to  denying,  i.  That  the 
fubflance  of  gold  can  be  divided.  2.  That 
its  mercury,  fulphur,  and  fait,  can  be  fepa- 
rated  each  apart,  and  retain  their  refpedlive 
properties.  3.  Confequently,  that  it  is  pofi- 
iible  to  render  this  precious  metal  potable. 
In  fine,  there  is  no  knowledge,  no  notion  of 
this  univerfal  matter,  which  is  the  foul  and 
bafis  of  all  beings,  though  it  be  very  com¬ 
mon,  be  found  every  where,  be  no  expence 
to  come  at,  and  be  really  an  univerfal  medi¬ 
cine,  prepared  by  a  good  artift,  as  my  folar 
balfam  plainly  fhows  from  a  happy  experi¬ 
ence. 
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A 

TREATISE 

•  .  ON 

Venereal  Maladies. 

BOOK  I. 


CHAP.  I. 

Containing  the  defign  and  divifion  of  this 

Work . 

The  motive  which,  in  appearance, 
fhould  have  hinder’d  me  from  wri¬ 
ting  on  the  venereal  maladies  which 
I  am  going  to  treat  of,  is  neverthelefs  the 
only  one  which  has  determin’d  me  to  do  it ; 
there  are  few  fubjects  on  which  fo  much  has 
been  faid  already. 

In  fadt  we  find  able  phyficians  who  have 
canvafs’d  it  thoroughly,  and  enter’d  into  a 
circumftantial  detail,  not  only  as  to  the  caufe 
of  the  venereal  malady,  but  likewife  its 
fymptoms,  and  in  general  whatever  elfe  may 
have  any  relation  to  it;  fo  that  it  would 
feem  every  thing  had  been  exhaufted  in  fuch 
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a  manner,  that  nothing  farther  needed  to  be 
defir’d. 

The  greateft  part  of  authors  have  exerted 
their  utmoft  efforts  in  order  to  make  hiftory, 
poefy,  didtion,  rhetorick  and  invention,  fub- 
fervient  to  this  purpofe.  In  a  word,  all  that 
may  contribute  to  render  themfelves  famous 
and  commendable 

Thefe  very  authors  cry  up,  each  in  parti¬ 
cular,  his  own  method  of  curing  thefe  mala¬ 
dies,  which  they  maintain  to  be  the  beft, 
moft  perfect,  and  moft  infallible  5  but  they 
contradidt  one  another  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  it  is  hard  to  know  which  party  is  in  the 
right ;  fo  that  thefe  different  opinions  have 
oblig'd  me  to  go  to  the  bottom  of  this  mat¬ 
ter,  and  pafjs  from  meditation  and  canvaffing, 
to  experience  and  matter  of  fadt. 

Such  as  hold  for  mercurial  fridlions,  which 
is  the  method  moft  generally  us’d  for  curing 
the  pox,  are  divided  among  themfelves ;  the 
one  would  have  plentiful  falivations  excited, 
without  which,  according  to  them,  there 
can  be  no  perfedt  cure  5  the  others  would 
have  no  falivation  at  all,  and  maintain,  that  1 
the  method  of  extinction  is  the  beft,  that  it 
cures  radically  without  any  troublefome  fymp- 
tom,  and  that  this  is  the  only  method  which 
ought  to  be  pradtis’d. 

Both  thefe  parties  unite  together  to  com¬ 
bat  empiricks ;  that  is  to  fay,  fuch  as  they 
call  fo,  who  give  ptifans,  pills,  or  other  mer¬ 
curial  preparations,  to  be  taken  inwardly. 
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It  is  therefore  owing  to  this  great  number 
of  authors,  this  diverfity  of  opinions,  the  im¬ 
portance  of  the  fubjedt,  and  the  little  know¬ 
ledge  that  perfons  have  of  the  remedy  they 
adminifter,  that  I  have  been  induc’d  to  put 
pen  to  paper,  not  to  cenfure  thofe  people, 
but  to  give  an  account  of  their  method,  and 
to  fhow  my  own,  and  leave  the  judicious 
world  to  determine  and  ufe  that  which  they 
fhall  find  belt,  having  no  other  view,  and 
defiring  nothing  more,  than  to  be  ufefuh 

1.  I  will  give  fome  idea  of  venereal  mala¬ 
dies,  their  caufes  and  effedts,  to  the  end  that, 
when  we  know  them,  we  may  be  able  to 
apply  the  proper  remedies,  and  examine  whe¬ 
ther  thofe  I  offer  be  of  that  fort. 

2.  As  it  is  a  point  determin’d,  that  mer¬ 
cury  or  quickfilver  is  the  belt  fpecifick  we 
know  for  the  cure  of  thefe  maladies,  I  will 
likewife  give  fome  idea  of  this  mixt,  its  na¬ 
ture,  virtues,  qualities  and  properties. 

3.  And  laftly,  I  will  fhow  the  method  of 
working  and  preparing  it,  in  order  to  make 
it  fit  to  be  administer’d ;  either  by  way  of 
fridtion,  or  in  fpirit  and  pure  quinteffence, 
without  any  admixture,  in  order  to  render  it 
proper  and  homogeneous  to  our  natures,  di¬ 
verted  of  all  its  heterogeneous,  earthy,  arfe- 
nical,  and  fiegmatick  particles,  which  occafion 
the  fatal  effedts  and  the  devaftation  it  com¬ 
monly  caufes  in  the  human  body. 

I  fhall  let  thofe  who  have  given^  us  the 
liirtorv  of  this  diforder,  quietly  enjoy  the 
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glory  they  have  acquir’d.  I11  fad,  how 
many  curious  and  far-fetch’d  notions,  and 
how  many  agreeable  anecdotes  have  they  not 
given  us !  It  is  true,  one  might  and  ought 
to  have  forborn  expoling  to  the  world,  with¬ 
out  any  manner  of  diflindion,  in  fuch  an 
hiftory  as  this,  princes,  kings,  and  emperors, 
particularly  a  great  king,  whofe  memory,  on 
account  of  his  eminent  virtues  and  noble  ac¬ 
tions,  will  always  be  dear  and  precious  to 
every  Frenchman,  and  who  always  will  be 
the  objed  of  their  love,  refped,  and  venera¬ 
tion.  Befides,  dileafed  perfons  have  more 
need  of  remedies  to  cure  them,  than  hifto- 
r  es  to  amufe  them  ;  we  will  therefore  only 
propofe  whatever  is  neceffary  for  the  cure  of 
this  malady. 


CHAP.  II. 


Of  the  venereal  malady  in  general* 


H  E  pox  is  a  contagious  malady,  that 


A  arifes  from  a  pungent,  virulent,  and  cor¬ 
rupting  taint,  which  alters  the  alimentary 
juices,  and  infeds  all  the  principal  parts,  and 
whofe  corruption  palies  into  the  animal  fpi- 
rits,  which  are,  as  it  were,  the  ceconomifts 
of  life  and  health ;  whence  proceed  all  the 
different  fymptoms  of  this  cruel  malady,  the 
fmart  pains  it  caufes,  the  tumours,  ulcers, 
and  other  fymptoms  to  which  all  the  parts 
of  the  human  body  are  fubjeded,  and  which 


3  - 


even 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  57 

even  the  mind  itfelf  feels;  and  all  this  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  parts  of  the  body  affedted  by 
that  taint.  But  it  is  neceffary,  for  a  more 
perfect  underftanding  of  it,  to  know  wherein 
this  venom  confifts,  and  what  it  is  that  ooca« 
lions  and  produces  it. 

This  venom  is  a  perfedt  and  total  corrup¬ 
tion  of  the  principles  that  compofe  the  balm 
of  nature,  or  the  radical  moifture  which  pre- 
ferves  the  animal,  and  maintains  it  found  in 
all  its  parts. 

We  will  call  thefe  principles  fait,  fulphur, 
and  mercury,  or  the  dry,  hot*  and  moift  of 
nature,  whofe  union,  in  the  feveral  propor¬ 
tions  of  nature,  constitutes  this  vital  balm, 
and  whofe  alteration  is  the  caufe  of  all  mala¬ 
dies,  and  the  principle  of  death. 

This  alteration  of  principles  happens  when 
the  proportions  of  nature  are  wanting,  whence 
follows  a  difunion. 

As  this  defedt  in  the  proportion  is  greater 
or  lefs,  the  difunion  is  more  or  lefs  entire,  and 
the  corruption  more  or  lefs  complete,  and 
more  or  lefs  dangerous,  and  more  or  lefs  dif¬ 
ficult  to  cure. 

All  our  maladies,  their  differences  and 
dangers,  arife  from  no  other  quarter ;  conle- 
quently  it  is  from  the  knowledge  and  exami¬ 
nation  of  thefe  defedts,  that  we  can  tell  the 
remedies  proper  to  cure  different  maladies. 

The  venereal  difeafe  is  the  moft  extenfive, 
the  moft  diverfified,  and  one  may  call  it  the 
moft  cgnfiderable  of  all  thofe  diforders  that 
attack  the  human  body,  as  the  fource  of  its 

fire 
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lire  lies  in  the  parts  of  generation,  and  as  its 
venom  infefts  at  firft  the  very  femen,  which 
is  the  pureft  part  of  man,  and  his  vital  prin¬ 
ciple  ;  and  as  by  that  means  it  fpreads 
throughout  the  mo  ft  delicate  parts  of  the 
body,  and  thofe  the  moft  effential  and  moft 
neeeffary  to  life. 

The  principal  caufe  of  this  compleat  and 
total  corruption,  which  forms  the  venereal 
venom,  is  the  intemperance  of  our  paffions 
that  carry  us  to  ufe,  without  meafure  and 
rule,  the  a£t  eftablifhed  by  nature  for  the 
propagation  of  the  fpecies.  This  incon tella¬ 
ble  truth  has  been  acknowledged  at  all  times, 
and  the  moft  voluptuous  have  not  dar'd  to 
difpute  it. 

Epicurus,  that  mailer  of  pleafure,  could 
not  sbrmgTTTmfelf  to  carefs  a  woman,  or  ap¬ 
prove  the  excellive  delights  of  love ;  he 
maintain'd  that  their  embraces  were  the  ca¬ 
pital  enemies  of  our  health  $  that  in  un¬ 
bounded  rencounters,  all  our  principal  parts 
fuffer'd,  and  that  even  our  fouls  were  in  fome 
meafure  affedted. 

In  fadt,  the  femen  is,  fo  to  fpeak,  ail  fpi- 
rit,  and  form'd  of  the  pureft  and  fineft  par¬ 
ticles  of  fulphur,  mercury,  and  efpecially 
fal  t,  as  is  plain  from  that  lively  fenfation  of 
pleafure  which  is  perceiv'd  even  in  the  parts 
the  moft  remote  from  the  centre. 

Now  in  rencounters,  not  fo  much  for  the 
fake  of  natural  generation  and  the  production 
of  its  like,  but  rather  for  the  fake  of  pleafure, 

to 
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to  which  we  givcourfelves  up  without  mode¬ 
ration  or  meafure,  intoxicated  with  thefe  mur¬ 
derous  delights,  we  repeat  them  to  excefs ;  at 
which  time  the  unctuous  fluid  is  feparated  and 
diffipated,  leaving  behind  only  a  flegmatick 
humour,  which,  joined  to  a  fire  burning  con¬ 
trary  to  nature,  excited  by  the  reiterated  mo¬ 
tions  and  violent  efforts  made  in  the  vagina, 
caufes  a  fermentation,  and  the  corruption  of 
the  femen  in  its  proper  fubftance  ;  the  in¬ 
fected  fpirits  flow  back  in  the  body  towards 
their  fource  in  the  blood,  and  by  their  ren¬ 
counter  and  mixture,  infect  the  other  puie 
fpirits  difperfed  over  the  whole  body,  and  each 
particular  part  thereof,  in  order  to  perform 
there  all  the  functions  proper  for  the  preler- 
vation  of  life,  and  the  maintainance  01  health* 
However  the  natural  heat  being  excited, 
beyond  meafure,  or  even  by  means  of  its  fa¬ 
culty  proper  for  feparating  and  expelling  the 
corruption  which  attacks  the  lound  parts, 
dries  up  and  calcines  the  fait  of  the  balm  of 
nature.  This  calcin’d  fait  becomes  burning 
and  cauftick,  it  corrodes  the  flefh,  and  forms 
ulcers  therein ;  the  more  volatile  part  of  this 
fait  is  carried  towards  the  fkin  ;  that  which 
goes  to  the  furface  forms  pimples  and  little 
ulcers  there,  which  caufe  fhedding  of  the 
hair ;  the  grofler  part  of  the  fait  flays  be¬ 
hind  in  the  middle  of  the  flefh,  or  attacks 
the  nerves  and  mufcles,  or  penetrates  into 
the  bones.  Hence  arife  fmart  and  intolera¬ 
ble  pains  and  other  fymptoms. 
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That  grofs  portion  of  the  fait  which  could 
not  be  rais’d  towards  the  furface,  and  which 
remains  in  the  centre  of  the  parts,  becomes,  by 
a  continu’d  calcination,  more  fixt,  more  acrid 
and  pungent ;  it  turns  to  a  tartarous  matter, 
from  which  proceed  a  tophus’s  and  b  nodus’s, 
fo  difficult  to  be  cur’d,  not  to  fay  incurable, 
by  means  of  common  remedies. 

Hence  we  fay,  that  if  a  woman  have  to  do 
with  feveral  men  fucceffively,  though  very 
found,  the  mixture  of  thofe  different  fperms 
and  femen,  whofe  compofition  and  conftitu- 
tion  is  almoft  always  different,  will  more  rea¬ 
dily  occafion  a  fermentation  and  difunion  of 
the  principles  in  the  genital  parts  of  a  wro- 
man,  which  will  form  there  the  pocky  venom 
with  which  fhe  will  be  foon  infedted,  and 
which  the  will  communicate  to  thofe  who 
fhall  have  to  do  with  her  ;  fo  that  a  woman 
and  man  once  infedted,  will  infedt  all  thofe 
who  fhall  have  commerce  with  them  ;  and 
thus  that  fhameful  and  cruel  malady  fpreads 
univerfally. 

The  virulent  matter  may  even  be  exalted 
in  fame  perfons  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  their 
very  touch,  their  breath,  their  fpittle,  their 


garments. 


a  Tophus’s  are  hard  concreted  tumours,  which  are  formed  in 
the  joints  of  old  gouty  and  pox’d  perfons. 

B  Nodus’s  are  almoft  the  fame  thing  as  tophus’s ;  that  is  to 
fay,  hard,  indolent  tumours,  which  rife  upon  the  joints,  liga¬ 
ments,  and  tendons,  and  which  almoft  always  are  a  lymptom 
of  the  pox  or  gout.  We  more  commonly  take  for  nodus’s 
little  puftules  or  tumours,  in  form  of  fmall  knots,  which  rife 
upon  the  fuiiace  of  the  bones,  and  render  it  uneven  ,  tumours 
very  frequent  with  pox’d  and  gouty  perfons. 
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varments,  the  deaths  in  which  they  have 
fain  and  fweated,  the  glaffes,  or  other  things, 
out  of  which  they  have  drank,  and  which 
have  not  been  wafh’d,  may  communicate 
their  taint,  at  lead;  in  a  certain  inferior  de¬ 
gree,  but  which,  if  negleded,  may,  according 
to  its  nature,  without  any  thing  farther,  be¬ 
come  confiderable. 

There  are  even  learned  phyficians,  who 
have  thought  that  the  pox  might  be  look’d 
upon  as  an  epidemical  malady,  which  is  often 
produced  by  external  caufes,  as  the  influence 
of  the  ftars,  and  a  malignancy  diffufed  in 
the  air ;  an  opinion  which  they  ground  upon 


the  example  of  the  Indians. 

I  leave  the  difeuffion  of  this  point  to  the 
genuine  and  adept  aftrologers,  who  alone  can 
find  out  the  remedies  proper  againft  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  malignant  ftars. 

I  will  only  fay,  that  this  malign  influence 
can  only  be  regarded  as  a  partial  and  occafi- 
onal  caufe,  in  fo  far  as  it  facilitates  and  aug¬ 
ments  the  fermentation. 

But  there  is  a  more  important  point  to  be 
decided,  which  authors  have  not  fufficiently 
attended  to ;  to  wit,  whether  the  pocky  taint, 
even  the  moft  malignant  and  moft  dange¬ 
rous,  can  be  form’d  folely  by  the  intempe¬ 
rance  and  excels  of  two  found  perfons,  who, 
in  their  commerce  with  each  other,  obferve 
no  meafure  in  their  fenfual  gratifications,  and 
exceed  the  bounds  of  nature.  Nothing  hin¬ 
ders  me  to  believe  the  thing  ppflible,  iince  I 

look 
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look  on  this  malady  as  a  juft  punilhment  of 
their  burning  and  unbridled  luft ,  as  we  lhall 
endeavour  to  £how  plainly  in  the  following 
chapter. 

CHAP.  III. 

In  which  we  will  Jhow  the  antiquity  of  the 
fox ;  and  that  it  is  fojjible  to  get  this  ma¬ 
lady  by  an  excefs  and  intemperance ,  which 
Jl rains  and  injures  nature . 

IN  order  to  eftablifh  our  opinion,  we  need 
only  make  fome  obfervations  upon  the  na¬ 
ture  of  this  malady,  and  take  notice  of  the 
embarrafment  and  uncertainty  in  which  thole 
are  involved,  who  have  undertaken  to  efta- 
blifti  the  contrary,  and  fix  the  epocha  when 
it  began,  and  how  it  was  introduced  into 
Europe,  and  by  whom  ,  a  chaos  which  they 
have  not  been  able  to  .clear  up. 

I  am  not  ignorant  of  the  learned  diflerta- 
tions  which  have  been  written  upon  the  fub- 
]e£t  by  feveral  hiftorians,  and  feveral  able 
phyficians ;  yet,  neverthelefs,  all  the  nations 
in  Europe,  nay,  in  the  world,  whether  French, 
Spaniards,  Neapolitans,  or  others,  will  not  for¬ 
bear  reclaiming,  whilft  they  obftinately  per- 
fift  in  affigning  a  new  epocha,  namely,  about 
the  end  of  the  fourteenth  century,  and  lay¬ 
ing  the  blame  and  reproach  of  this  lhameful 
malady,  upon  this  or  that  nation. 
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Upon  this  fubjedt  there  are  very  fingu* 
lar  opinions,  which  plainly  fhow,  that  the 
greateft  geniufes,  when  they  wander  from 
the  truth,  are  capable  of  the  greateft  abfur- 
dities  and  deviations. 

Jerom  Fracaftorius,  in  a  very  elegant  poem, 
has  imagined,  that  the  firft  who  was  infedted 
with  this  malady,  was  a  fhepherd  call’d  3y- 
philus. 

The  fame  Fracaftorius,  and  Mafia,  have 
look’d  upon  this  malady  as  a  epidemical,  and 
afcrib’d  the  original  caufe  of  it,  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  ftars ;  and  others,  that  it  is  h 
endemical. 

Cifalpin  and  Leonard  Fioraventi,  pretend, 
that  the  pox  is  owing,  the  one,  to  the  mixing 
of  human  blood  with  ,  wine,  the  other,  to  the 
eating  of  human  flefh  5  and  the  latter  gives  an 
account  of  feveral  experiments  which  he  pre¬ 
tends  to  have  made  on  this  fubjedh 

Van  Helmont,  an  author  otherwife  fo  va¬ 
luable,  gives  a  ftory  of  the  origin  of  the  pox, 
that  favours  much  of  enthufiafm.  <€  A  de- 
cc  vout  layman,  fays  he,  endeavouring  to  eon- 
cc  jedlure  the  reafon  why  the  pox  had  ap- 
peared  in  the  paft  age,  and  not  before,  fell 
“  into  a  trance,  and  had  a  vifion  of  a  mare 

«c 


a  Epidemical  difeafes  are  fuch  as  indifferently  attack  all  forts 
of  perfons  during  a  certain  time,  and  depend  upon  feme  com¬ 
mon  and  general  caufe,  but  withal  accidental ;  wherefore  thefe 
maladies  are  contagious,  but  they  are  not  all  malignant. 

b  The  difeafes  common  to  certain  countries  are  called  en¬ 
demical  ;  they  differ  from,  epidemical  in  this,  that  epidemical 
difeafes  rage  only  at  a  certain  time,  aiiiing  from  fome  vicious 
quality  in  the  air,  whereas  endemical  ones  are  common  at  all 
times  among  a  certain  people. 
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very  much  troubled  with  the  farcy. ”  From 
whence  he  fufpedted,  that  at  the  liege  of  Na¬ 
ples,  where  this  malady  made  its  firft  ap¬ 
pearance,  fome  man  had  had  abominable 
commerce  with  a  beaft  of  the  fame  kind,  af¬ 
fected  with  the  fame  diforder ;  and  that  af¬ 
terwards,  by  an  effedt  of  the  divine  juftice,  it 
had  unhappily  infedted  all  mankind. 

Linder,  a  dodtor  of  phyfick,  refines  farther 
upon  Van  Helmont :  he  confidently  affirms, 
in  a  differtation  which  he  has  given  upon 
poifons,  that  the  pox  derived,  among  the 
people  of  America,  its  original  from  fodomy, 
formerly  pradtifed  between  men  and  large 
apes  5  which  are  the  fatyrs  of  the  ancients. 

We  fhould  never  have  done,  were  we 
to  give  an  account  of  all  the  vague,  chime¬ 
rical,  and  extravagant  notions  which  have 
been  formed  and  publifhed  upon  this  fubjedt. 

Hiftorians  are  no  better  agreed  among 
themfelves.  What  is  reported  of  Chriftopher 
Columbus,  and  his  affbciates,  in  the  voyage, 
alledging,  that,  at  their  return  from  the  In¬ 
dies,  they  brought  with  them  this  malady,  is 
all  nothing  but  a  parcel  of  falfities  and  ana- 
cron  ifms. 

Mezeray,  of  all  the  hiftorians,  is  one  of 
thofe  who  has  written  the  mbft  judicioully 
upon  this  fubjedt.  What  he  fays,  feems  to  me 
worthy  of  being  related.  In  the  expedition 
of  Charles  VIII.  into  Italy,  he  concludes  in 
thefe  words ;  cc  This  expedition,  happily  be- 
<c  gun,  ended  unhappily ;  the  French  brought 

nothing 
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*c  nothing  back  but  a  filthy  malady,  got  by 
*c  venereal  infedion ;  to  which  has  been 
u  given  the  name  of  pox,  cn  account  of  its 
“  livid  puftuleSi 

“  This  malady  is  the  feVere  fcourge  of  de- 
u  bauchery,  the  fummary  of  all  evils,  the 
<c  reproach  of  phyficians ;  in  fine*  it  is  an 
kc  unconquerable  monfter,  which,  changing 
*c  into  more  forms  than  Proteus*  hides  itfelf 
“  from  all  remedies ;  fince,  fome  time  after  it 
has  been  laid  afleep,  it  again  throws  out  its 
“  venom;  and,  tormenting  thefe  unhappy 
c<  patients  by  numberlefs  fufferings,  only 
<c  gives  them  very  late,  and  that  after  a  thou- 
cc  fand  agonies,  death,  the  only  remedy  which 
u  they  can  hope  for. 

u  Phyficians  almofl  all  agree,  at  this  day, 
*c  that  this  malady  is  derived  from  the  Indies, 
*c  becaufe  it  is  common  in  the  iflands  of 
tw  America,  as  the  fmall-pox  is  among  us, 
£C  and  fay,  that  it  was  brought  over  through 
*€  the  incontinence  of  the  Caftilians,  who 
propagated  it  in  Sicily,  and  the  kingdom 
<c  of  Naples. 

u  But  though,  in  fad:,  it  be  like  that  of  thefe 
c<  iflanders,  and  be  cured  by  the  fame  reme-* 
<c  dies,  namely,  guiajac  and  farfaparilla ;  ne~ 
11  verthelefs,  this  reafon  may  be  falfe,  if  what 
u  the  learned  Fracaftorius  lays  be  true,  that 
C5  this  calamity  had  been  foretold  by  aftrologers, 
<c  as  an  effed  of  the  ftars ;  that  a  great  many 
<£  were  at  firft  infeded  with  it,  even  witb- 
u  out  contad ;  and  that,  in  the  fame  years, 

p  “  other 
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€C  other  maladies,  formerly  unknown,  wef6 

obferved  to  have  had  their  birth.” 

All  the  conclufion  that  can  be  drawn  from 
this  piece  of  hiflory  of  Mezeray’s,  fetting 
alide  the  moral  of  it,  is,  that  the  opinion 
commonly  received  among  phyficians,  touch¬ 
ing  the  origin  of  the  pox,  is  very  equivocal 
and  uncertain. 

If  we  examine  the  different  names  which 
have  been  given  to  this  malady,  our  doubts 
will  be  augmented,  our  uncertainties  con¬ 
firmed. 

We  fee,  that  becaufe  this  malady  could  be 
propagated  among  a  great  many  perfons  in  a 
very  little  time,  it  has  been  called  by  the 
name  of  the  album  of  Avicenna,  the  ter- 
minthus  of  the  Greeks,  and  a  kind  of  puflu- 
lous  itch,  which  the  ancients  called  fahafati. 

Others  obferving  that  the  patients  fuffer  in 
all  their  joints,  have  called  it  arthritick ;  and 
others  pfora,  on  account  of  the  puftules  it 
caufes  upon  the  fkin. 

It  has  been  farther  alledged,  that  it  is  the 
elephantialis,  that  is,  the  leprofy,  a  contagion, 
and  the  affemblage  of  all  kinds  of  maladies. 

Some  phyficians,  in  their  embarrafment, 
not  knowing  which  fide  to  take,  have  adopt¬ 
ed,  fo  to  fpeak,  a  kind  of  pyrrhpnifm,  and 
pretend,  that  it  is  a  doubtful,  vague,  and  un¬ 
certain  malady,  which  they  could  not  range 
under  any  determinate  genus. 

In  fine,  fome  have  called  it  the  itch  of 
the  flews,  the  fhameful  gout,  the  venereal 

caries. 
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Varies,  the  immodeft  puftule,  and  the  great 
pox,  becaufe  the  venereal  puftules  are  pretty 
like  thofe  of  the  frhall-pox.  It  has  had  a 
great  many  other  names  given  it,  which  I 
forbear  mentioning*  to  avoid  prolixity  *  but 
whatever  be  the  name  and  epocha  of  it,  let 
us  now  come  to  the  malady  itfelf. 

There  is  no  doubt*  but  the  pox  is  the  juft 
punifhment  of  finy  and,  likewife,  that  all  au¬ 
thors,  even  the  mold  fevere  and  referved,  una- 
nimoufly  agree*  that  this  malady  is  a  fort  of 
Proteus ;  and  that  it  affumes  the  form  of  all 
maladies,  nay,  even  of  all  the  different  forts 
of  them.  Which  being  fuppofed,  it  may  be 
concluded*  that  it  is  as  old  as  fin  $  for  more 
or  lefs  incontinence  caufes  more  or  lefs  infec¬ 
tion  in  the  man,  which  difcovers  itfelf  more 
or  lefs*  People  tranfgrefs  the  law  of  God  and 
nature  •  the  punifhment  of  this  tranfgreffion 
is  inflicted  by  the  maladies,  which,  under  diffe¬ 
rent  forms*  are  all  no  other  than  fo  many  par¬ 
ticular  forts  of  pox. 

This  is  even  the  opinion  of  a  great  man, 
who,  after  deep  reflexion  on  this  malady,  aft* 
fores  us,  that  he  is  convinced,  it  is  by  the  di¬ 
vine  providence  that  the  venereal  evil  has 
appeared  upon  earth,  in  order  to  be  a  reftraint 
upon  the  boundlefs  left  of  mankind,  or  to 
ferve  as  a  fcourge* 

I  believe  that  Cicero  had  juft  reafon  to 
fay,  tho’  upon  another  occalion,  that  it  was 
bv  a  decree,  very  advantageous  for  mankind, 

P  2  that 
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that  crimes  carry  along  with  them  their  o \th 

punifhment. 

Galen  obferves,  that  in  fome  lafcivious  men 
the  brain  has  been  found  extremely  dimi- 
nilhed,  We  learn  from  experience*  that  in 
fadt  it  is  cooled  and  dried  thro’  the  lofs  we  fuf~ 
tain  of  the  animal  fpirits,  and  the  humours. 
What  likelihood  is  there  then,  that,  being 
thus  difpofed,  it  can  contribute  to  the  health 
of  the  body,  and  furnifh  out  matter  to  concur 
in  performing  all  the  noble  functions  of  the 
foul  ? 

Thro’  the  lofs  of  fpirits,  the  eyes  become 
hollow  and  fad,  the  cheeks  hanging,  the  no- 
ftrils  dried  up,  the  forehead  parch’d  and  caU 
lous,  the  hearing  impair’d,  the  mouth  flunking  : 
in  a  word,  we  fee,  but  too  often,  the  fatal 
effedts  of  irregular  amours. 

If  the  head  has  its  maladies,  the  breaft 
fuffers  no  lefs  $  men  become  phthifical,  and 
dried  up,  by  reafon  of  their  too  frequent 
commerce  with  women. 

As  to  women,  they  have  their  peculiar 
maladies,  the  cancer  in  the  breafl,  the  fup- 
prcffion  or  excefs  of  the  menfes,  the  whites* 
hyfterick  fits,  inflammations,  abfceffes,  fcir- 
rhus’s,  ulcers,  and  the  cancer  in  the  matrix  $ 
they  become  barren,  or  fubjedt  to  abortions, 
or  at  leafi:  the  children  which  they  bring 
-  forth  are  born  with  an  univerfal  eryfipelas, 
being  half  corrupted,  and  all  over  covered 
with  ulcers,  and  fcrophula’s* 


There 
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There  is  obferved  in  the  one  and  the  other 
fex,  a  ftrange  fire  that  confumes  the  undtuous 
moifture,  fo  neceflfary  for  the  heart;  and  a  flow 
fever,  that  weakens  and  undermines  them. 

The  ftomach  no  longer  performs  its  func¬ 
tions,  its  heat  is  diffipated,  and  it  produces 
nothing  but  crudities,  inftead  of  good  chyle. 

From  thence  proceed  fo  many  catarrhs,  de- 
fluxions,  gouts,  fciatica’s,  rheumatifms,  drop- 
fies,  and  nodturnai  pains,  which  thofe  who 
have  been  too  much  addicted  to  venery  feel 
all  their  life  long. 

It  is  from  this  poifoned  fountain,  proceeds 
that  weaknefs  of  the  nerves  and  joints  of  the 
body ;  and  that,  inftead  of  a  foft,  balmy, 
and  glutinous  humour,  that  facilitates  the 
motion  of  all  the  parts,  we  find  nothing  but 
vifcidities. 

The  natural  parts  are,  in  fome  fort,  thofe 
that  fuffer  moft,  and  the  adjoining  parts  like- 
wife  feel  the  cruel  ufage,  and  are,  fo  to  fpeak, 
puniftied  for  having  contributed,  on  then- 
part,  to  the  excefs  of  immoderate  pleafures. 

I  am  far  from  exaggerating  the  matter; 
on  the  contrary,  I  keep  within  bounds :  all 
the  bowels,  and  generally  all  the  parts  of 
the  body,  feel  this  cruel  malady,  which 
multiplies  and  difguifes  itfelf  under  different 
forms,  tho*  arifing  from  the  fame  princi¬ 
ple. 

The  reafon  of  this  is,  that  the  lofs  of  the 
pure  fpirits  occafions  a  defedt  of  tone  in  the 
bowels,  or  interrupts  their  regular  fundtions, 

F  3  a 
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a  diforder  is  induced  into  the  fluids ;  there 
reigns  no  more  any  harmony  in  the  microcofm, 
whereby  the  aliment,  being  ill  prepared,  and 
ill  digefted,  becomes  venomous.  Sound  phy~ 
lick,  which  is  acquired  in  the  knowledge  and 
practice  of  chemiftry,  teaches,  that  each  body 
contains,  in  its  proper  bed,  its  arfenick  and 
poifon,  which  is  nothing  elfe  but  its  crude, 
tmdigefted  part. 

Once  more ;  there  is  nothing  {trained  in 
the  pidure  which  I  have  juft  drawn  of  the 
maladies  caufed  by  the  excels  of  an  amorous 
paffion  j  they  are  the  very  fame  with  thofe 
of  the  pox  fpecined,  as  fhall  be  feen  in  what 
follows. 

But  independently  of  the  fufferings  of  the 
bod)',  which  cannot  be  exprefled,  there  is 
ftill  one  of  greater  importance. 

In  fad',  this  unhappy  paffion  corrupts  our 
mind,  abates  our  courage,  and  hinders  the 
elevation  of  our  fouls ;  a  Angle  example  is' 
fufficient  to  convince  us  of  this  truth. 

Solomon,  whom  the  holy  fcriptures  have 
furnamed  the  wife,  had,  by  the  multiplicity  of 
women,  and  the  immoderate  commerce  he 
had  with  them,  corrupted  his  heart  and 
mind,  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  he  facrificed  to 
their  idols,  and  died  enervated  in  a  kind  of 
imbecility. 

More  authors  than  one  have  advanced, 
that  there  is  but  one  temperament,  and  but 
one  malady  ;  we  may  with  much  more  rea- 
fan  fay,  though  in  another  fenfe,  that  there  is 
$  but 
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but  one  remedy,  and  but  one  phyfician  ;  a 
thing  that  may  be  eaftly  underftood,  and  that 
needs  no  farther  explanation. 

I  am  not  of  the  opinion  with  thofe  who 
fix  the  epocha  and  introduction  of  the 
fmall-pox  into  Arabia,  to  the  feeond  century, 
becaufe  I  take  this  malady  to  have  been  as 
old  as  the  world,  and  look  upon  it  as  an -em¬ 
blem  and  figure  of  the  great  pox,  and  like 
a  kind  of  inftruCtion  and  warning  to  man¬ 
kind,  to  live  in  a  prudent  continence ;  and 
for  this  reafon,  we  almoft  always  have  the 
fmall-pox  in  our  younger  days. 

For  if  we  did  not  carry,  in  fome  meafure, 
the  feeds  of  this  malady  within  us,  fliould  it 
be  poffible,  that  it  would  have  made  impref- 
fions  fufficiently  ftrong  upon  the  blood  of 
foch  as  have  been  fir  ft  feiz’d  with  it,  for  com¬ 
municating  it  from  the  father  to  the  children, 
even  for  perpetuating  itfelf,  in  fucn  manner, 
through  the  whole  human  race,  that  there  is 
but  a  very  fmall  number  of  perfons  to  be 
found,  who  have  not  been  feized  with  it,  at 
leaft  once  in  their  life-time. 

Hippocrates  was  acquainted  with  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe,  and  has  very  accurately  defer  i- 
bed  it  in  the  third  feCtion  of  his  book  of  epi¬ 
demics,  where  he  fpeaks  of  a  malady  accom¬ 
panied  with  a  denudation  of  the  bones,  fhed- 
ding  of  the  hair,  an  ignis  facer,  accompanied 
with  feveral  fmall  ulcers,  pains  in  different 
parts,  abfeeffes  about  the  throat,  teeth  and 
gums,  and  with  ulcers  in  the  privy  parts.  I« 
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not  this  a  pidiure  to  the  life  of  the  pox  ?  If 
the  father  of  medicine  have  not  called  this 
malady,  which  he  defcribes,  by  the  name  of 
the  pox,  the  reafon  is,  becaufe  in  his  time 
they  had  not  agreed  to  call  it  fo,  yet  it  was 
Xieverthelefs  that  malady. 

Galen  fpeaks  of  this  malady  in  different 
places  of  hjs  works  ]  he  defcribes  the  bubo’s 
that  break  out  on  the  groin,  the  gonorrhoea’s, 
and  preternatural  tumours  5  he  treats  of  feveral 
forts  of  ulcers,  which  we  very  often  find  in 
thofe  who  have  the  pox. 

Avicenna,  and  the  other  Arabian  phyfici- 
ans,  likewife  defcribe  a  great  many  lorts  of 
fweJiings,  which  are  fo  many  fymptoms  of 
the  pox;  wherefore  feveral  phyficians  have 
maintained,  as  has  been  already  obferved, 
that  what  we,  at  this  day,  call  the  venereal 
evil,  was  the  fahafati,  mentagra,  or  puden- 
dagra  of  the  Arabians. 

In  a  word,  whenever  I  fhall  find  a  perfon 
infeded  with  a  malady  that  attacks  the  whole 
body,  corrupts  the  fluids  in  the  vefiels  and 
bowels,  taints  not  only  the  flelh,  but  the 
bones,  cartilages,  nerves,  and  the  whole  ner~ 
vous  fyftem,  bubo’s  appearing  on  the  groin, 
the  genitals  ulcerated,  the  flan  full  of  puf- 
tules,  and  other  fymptoms  of  that  fort,  peo^ 
pie  may  give  that  malady  what  name  they 
pleafe ;  for  my  part,  I  cannot  forbear  calling 
jt  the  pox. 

Celfus,  who  has  been  looked  upon  as 
the  Latin  Hippocrates,  gives  fuch  3  defcrip- 

tion 
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tion  of  this  very  malady,  that  one  cannot  mi-* 
flake  it.  We  find,  that  anciently  there  were 
perfons  troubled  with  fwellings  like  a  fig, 
foul  ulcers,  puftules,  and  other  fymptoms, 
that  are  not  equivocal,  and  which  characte¬ 
rize  the  venereal  difeafe. 

To  be  the  more  convinced  of  this  truth, 
we  need  only  look  at  the  title  which  William 
Salicet,  who  wrote  in  the  year  1270,  has 
given  to  the  forty-eighth  chapter  of  his  for¬ 
gery  ;  of  white  puftules,  breakings-out,  and 
iC  corruptions,  which  happen  to  the  penis,  and 
cc  about  the  prepuce,  from  having  had  deal- 
<c  ings  with  a  common  woman,  whether  fhe 
<c  be  unfound,  or  it  proceed  from  feme  other 
“  caufe.” 

Gordon,  a  celebrated  phyfician  and  pro- 
feffor  at  Montpelier,  who  wrote  in  the  year 
1305,  in  the  title  of  his  book,  de  pajjiombus 
<virg<%)  fays,  “  That  among  the  external  cau- 
fes  of  the  maladies  that  happen  to  this  dr- 
<c  gan,  we  muft  reckon  that  of  having  had 
M  to  do  with  a  woman  whofe  matrix  is  im- 
pure,  virulent,  and  full  of  fanious  matter.” 
How  little  foever  one  is  capable  of  lending 
an  ear  to  the  truth,  it  appears  to  me,  that  a 
perfon  cannot  refufe  fuch  teftimonies,  with¬ 
out  being  extremely  prejudiced. 

To  the  indefatigable,  happy,  and  ufeful  la¬ 
bours  of  M.  Aftruc,  we  owe  an  account  of 
China,  which  fhows  us, 

1.  That  the  venereal  difeafe  is  altogether 
as  common  in  this  empire,  as  in  Europe. 
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2.  That  the  Chinefe  phyficians  believe  it 
lias  been  fo  at  all  times. 

3.  That  their  books  of  phyfick  which  pafs 
for  the  moll  ancient,  far  from  making  any 
mention  of  the  beginning  of  the  venereal  dil- 
eafe,  fpeak  of  it  as  a  very  ancient  malady. 

4.  In  fine,  that  the  remedies  for  thefe  ma¬ 
ladies  are  particularly  mercury,  but  not  ad- 
miniftered  without  a  previous  preparation. 
All  that  has  been  added  to  thefe  remarks,  by 
way  of  diiTertation,  attempting  to  weaken 
their  force,  is  not  capable  of  deft  toying  their 
accuracy  and  certainty. 

We  may,  in  fome  meafure,  fay  of  this  able 
phyfician,  what  has  been  faid  of  Origen,  that 
never  man  wrote  or  fpoke  better  than  he  did, 
when  he  fpoke  or  wrote  well ;  and  never 
man  fpoke  or  wrote  worfe  than  he,  when  he 
fpoke  or  wrote  ill : 

Ubi  bene  nemo  melius ;  ubi  male  nemo  pejus. 

This  requires  fome  explanation  on  my 
part,  left  any  mifinterpretation  fhould  be 
made  of  my  meaning.  I  declare,  that  among 
the  great  number  of  authors  which  I  have 

w 

read,  and  endeavoured  afterwards  to  recon¬ 
cile  by  affiduous  pains,  continual  refearches, 
and  a  great  number  of  experiments  which  I 
have  made,  I  found  nothing  fo  compleat  and 
finifh’d,  as  M.  Aftruc’s  book :  I  fhould  ftill 
continue  to  admire  him,  did  he  not  feem  to 
me  a  little  too  much  prejudiced  in  favour  of 
ftrong  frifiions,  and  plentiful  falivations,  in 

order 
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order  to  give  a  new  epocha  to  the  origin  of 
the  pox,  and  totally  to  difcard  the  prepara¬ 
tions  of  mercurial  remedies  from  being  ad- 
minifter’d  internally  to  cure  this  malady.  It 
is  therefore,  with  regard  to  that  wherein  we 
differ  as  to  opinion,  that  I  mean,  when  I  fay 
that  he  has  written  and  fpoken  ill,  and  no 
otherwise  »  for  as  to  the  reft  of  his  treatife, 
which  comprehends,  in  general,  all  the  vene¬ 
real  maladies,  their  fymptoms,  circumftances, 
and  dependencies,  I  admire  his  method,  and 
I  lay  it  down  as  a  rule,  with  very  little  ex¬ 
ception,  for  myfelf  to  follow  and  pra£tife.  I 
go  farther  ;  I  exhort  all  thofe  who  would  de¬ 
fire  to  perfect  themfelves  in  the  cure  and  ma¬ 
nagement  of  this  malady,  to  ftudy  his  works 
attentively,  it  being  in  fome  fort  impoffible 
to  find  a  greater  mafter. 

Did  it  not  break  in  upon  the  brevity  which 
I  have  propofed  to  myfelf,  I  might  eafily  ad¬ 
duce  a  great  many  more  teftimoniesj  among 
others,  the  opinion  of  Gaffendi,  who  like- 
wife  maintains  the  antiquity  of  the  pox.  Let 
us  therefore  cut  fhort,  and  hold  to  the  defi¬ 
nition  which  M.  Col  de  Villars  gives  of  this 
malady,  in  his  di&ionary,  being  perfuaded 
that  I  unite  all  the  opinions  of  the  good  au¬ 
thors  that  have  gone  before  us,  in  that  of 
this  modern  author ;  and  that  I  oppofe  opi¬ 
nion  againft  opinion  of  two  celebrated  mo¬ 
dern  authors,  both  great  phyfieians  in  the 
fame  univerlity* 


In  fine, 
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quoting  what  has  been  laid  by  Martial,  in 
one  of  his  epigrams;  and  by  Juvenal,  in  one 
of  his  fatires ;  which  is  more  than  fufficient 
to  decide  the  difpute  in  favour  of  thofe  who 
maintain  the  antiquity  of  this  malady, 

<c  The  pox,  fays  Col  de  Viliars,  is  a  con~ 
tagious  malady,  originally  contra&ed  from 
impure  dealings  with  a  loofe  woman,  which 
fhows  itfelf  by  different  fymptoms,  the  prin¬ 
cipal  of  which  are  fhancres  in  the  privy  parts 
of  the  one  and  the  other  fex,  namely,  fuch 
excrefcences  as  warts,  nodes,  ficus’s,  thy** 
mus’s,  hard  or  ulcerous  puftules,  and  other 
fpecies  of  excrefcences,  condyloma’s  in  the 
fame  parts,  in  the  fundament,  and  in  the  in¬ 
ternal  and  upper  parts  of  the  thigh  ;  virulent 
gonorrhoea’s,  phymofis,  and  paraphymofis ; 
bubo’s  in  the  groin,  fometimes  in  the  arm- 
pits  ;  livid  pimples  on  the  forehead ;  eating 
tetters ;  leperous  fcabs ;  phagedenick  ulcers  in 
different  places,  particularly  in  the  mouth, 
palate,  and  note;  wandering  and  nocturnal 
pains  through  all  the  members ;  obftinate 
headachs ;  and  a  great  number  of  other  fymp¬ 
toms,  under  which  this  troublefome  malady 
conceals  itfelf,  and  that  without  any  fever. 
It  is  true,  that  thefe  do  not  all  meet  in  the 
fame  perfon,  but  a  good  many  of  them 
mull  concur  to  chara&erize  this  malady.  The 
French  foldiers  having  been  infefted  with 
the  great  pox  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  un* 
der  Charles  VIII,  gave  rife  to  its  being  called 

the 
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the  Neapolitan  difeafe.  The  Italians,  on  the 
other  hand,  believing  that  the  French  had 
brought  it  into  their  country,  call  it  the 
French  difeafe ;  as  it  is  common  in  Spain,  it 
has  alfo  been  called  the  Spanifh  difeafe.  Be¬ 
fore  the  war  in  Italy,  under  Charles  VIII. 
this  malady  was  fo  little  known,  that  fame 
people  fix  the  epocha  of  its  original  to  this 
time ;  but  it  is  as  old  as  debauchery  in  the 
world.  A  found  woman,  proftituting  her- 
felf  to  feveral  men  equally  found,  gets  it,  and 
communicates  it  to  others*  It  may  then 
have  begun  as  early  as  there  have  been  loofe 
women,  and  that  has  been  fome  time. 

Ficofa  eft  uxor ,  ficofus  &  ipfe  maritus  5 
Filia  ficofa  efi,  &  gener  atque  focer : 

Nec  difp  enfator ,  nec  villicus  ulcere  turpi  $ 
Nec  rigidus  fojjor,  fed  nec  arator  eget . 

Cum  fintficofi  par  iter  jiroenefque  fenefque , 
Res  mira  efi ,  ficos  non  habet  unus  ager . 

Epigr.  Mart.  1.  7.  art.  70, 

That  is,  the  wife  has  got  the  ficus,  and 
the  hufband  too ;  the  daughter  has  it,  and 
the  fon-in-law,  and  the  father-in-law.  The 
over  leer,  and  the  farmer,  are  not  without  a 
filthy  ulcer ;  and  the  fturdy  ditcher,  and 
ploughman,  have  their  fhare  too ;  fince  young 
and  old  alike,  in  this  family,  have  the  fig,  it  k 
furprizing  that  not  one  field  of  theirs  has  any. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  point  of  this 
epigram  lies  in  the  allufion  between  the  latin 
word  ficus ,  which  fignifies  a,  fhameful  xnala- 

*  "  iff 
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dy,  and  a  fig,  which  all  the  world  knows  k 
a  fruit  good  to  eat, 

— ®i/is  enhn  non  vie  us  abundat 
\ Trijiibns  obfc&nis  ?  cafligds  turpi  a  quiim  Jis 
Inter  Joe  rati  cos  tiottffima  fojj a  c  in  as  do  s. 

Hifpidd  membra  quidenty  &  dura  per  hr  a  chid 

jetez 

Promitttint  atrocem  ahimUtfi ,  fed  police  lezvi 
Caduntur  tumidcty  medico  r identic  marifcce. 

Juv.  Sat,  2.  L  9, 

That  is,  What  place  is  not  full  of  Hypo-* 
crites,  who  lead  an  infamous  life?  You  de-* 
claim  againft  the  vices  of  others,,  whilft  yon 
yourfelf  are  the  common  pathick  to  aban¬ 
doned  debauchees,  who  pretend  to  be  fol¬ 
lowers  of  Socrates.  To  fee  the  roughftefs 
which  is  over  all  your  body,  one  would  take 
you  for  no  fuch  infamous  perfon,  but  rather 
for  a  grave  philofopher ;  but,  however,  you 
are  cut  for  large  excrefcences  in  your  funda- 
dament,  whilft  the  furgeon  cannot  forbear 
laughing  at  you. 

Let  us  conclude  this  chapter,  with  faying, 
that  there  are  a  great  many  caufes  of  this 
cruel  malady,  fome  internal,  and  others  ex¬ 
ternal  ;  fome  antecedent,  and  others  con*^ 
fequent ;  fome  proper,  general,  and  efficient, 
and  others  common,  partial,  and  occafional. 

Upon  once  knowing  the  nature,  caufes, 
and  effects  of  the  venereal  venom,  it  is  nef 
difficult  matter  to  know  the  qualities  of  the 
remedy  one  fliould  ufe  in  the  cure  thereof  j 
'  con- 
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confequently,  one  may  eafily  judge,  if  what  is 
propofed  for  this  end  is  proper  to  anfwer  it 
truly ;  or  whether  it  be  but  indifferent  and 
ufelefs,  or  whether  it  be  not  even  contrary  to 
it,  and  dangerous. 

I  fhall  fay  nothing  of  my  own  experi¬ 
ence,  as  to  the  cures  I  have  performed  *  I 
fubmit  myfelf  to  the  examination  and  judg¬ 
ment  of  learned  phyficians,  and  to  the  deci- 
non  of  ikilful  perfons,  well  difpofed  towards 
the  publick. 
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CHAP.  I. 

What  common  mercury ,  or  quickfilver ,  A. 

■  «. 

IN  order  to  work  any  mixt  well,  a  perfon 
mull:  firft  know  it  well ;  wherefore  we 
will  enter  upon  a  circumftantial  detail,  in 
order  to  explain  what  mercury  is. 

It  is  a  very  common,  but  one  of  the  grofleft 
errors,  to  imagine  that  the  common  mercury, 
or  quickfilver,  either  is,  or  contains  in  itf.lf, 
the  general  feed  of  metals  $  and  that  all  me¬ 
tals* 
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tals,  before  they  become  fpecified,  have  be¬ 
gun  by  being  that  mercury,  which  afterwards 
comes  to  be  fuch  or  fuch  a  metal,  either  per- 
fed  or  imperfedt,  according  to  the  quality  of 
the  place  where  nature  has  lodged  it,  in  or¬ 
der  to  work  it,  and  make  it  either  gold  or 
filver,  copper,  iron,  tin,  or  lead.  Certainly 
common  mercury  is  not  the  feed  of  metals. 
Metals  have  not  been  the  fame  with  common 
mercury,  before  they  have  arrived  at  what 
they  are;  and  this  mercury,  or  quickfilver, 
is  itfelf  a  genuine  metal,  imperfed,  it  is  true, 
tho’  left  fo  than  any  of  the  other  metals. 

Without  giving  a  detail  of  the  phyfical 
reafons  that  may  deftroy  this  error,  I  will 
content  myfelf  with  giving  only  one  reafon 
which  dilcovers  its  abfurdity.  Common  mer¬ 
cury  is  much  purer  than  lead,  and  all  the 
other  imperfect  metals :  Now  if  nature  fhould 
begin  the  compofition  of  metals  with  quick- 
lilver,  it  would  by  its  codtion  render  this 
feed  worfe,  inflead  of  perfecting  it.  It  is  like 
all  the  other  metals  produced  from  a  metal- 
lick  feed,  formed  by  another  fort  of  mercury, 
and  fpecified  by  the  quality  and  proportions 
of  its  principles.  N 

This  metal  is  compofed  of  an  equal  part 
of  the  metallick  moifture,  which  is  the  true 
mercury,  and  of  the  dry  hot  part,  which  is 
the  fulphur ;  both  the  one  and  the  other  ai¬ 
med:  entirely  diverted  of  all  elementary  im¬ 
purities,  and  ioined  together  with  a  very  little 
fait/ 
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It  is  this  equality  of  fulphur  and  mercury, 
or  of  dry  and  moift,  which  makes  them  unite 
,  together,  fo  that  neither  of  the  two  is  predo¬ 
minant,  but  equally  tempered  together;  which 
is  likewife  the  reafon  that  this  metal  moves 
and  rolls  continually  about,  without  being 
able  to  flop,  on  account  of  the  fluidity  of  the 
mercurial  part,  which  is  a  humid  of  a  fpheri- 
cal  form;  but  yet,  without  this  humidity 
ever  wetting  any  thing  it  touches,  on  account 
of  the  drynefs  of  the  equal  part  of  fulphur, 
and  the  want  of  fait,  which  hinders  the  ad- 
helion. 

Though  this  point  be  fufficiently  clear, 
and  it  give  us  a  juft  idea  of  mercury,  how-  k 
ever  that  does  not  ferve  to  complete  our  de~ 
fign,  which  is  to  leave  no  doubt  as  to  the 
knowledge  of  this  mixt,  at  leaft  as  much  as 
is  poflibie  ;  let  us  therefore  endeavour  to  come 
nigher  to  the  fubjedt,  in  order  to  arrive  at  a 
more  perfect  infight  into  it. 

Art.  II. 

Few  perfons  are  ignorant  that  quickfilver, 
or  common  mercury,  grows,  and  that  it  is 
found  in  mines  as  other  metals  are.  It  is 
called  hydrargyrum,  quickfilver,  filver- water, 
as  it  were ;  for  mercury  is  fluid,  like  water, 
and  of  the  colour  of  filver  ;  it  is  called  for 
,  the  fame  reafon  quickfilver;  befides,  it  is 
called  mercury,  becaufe  it  is  volatile,  and  al¬ 
ways  in  motion  ;  as  formerly  they  painted 
Mercury  the  meflenger  of  the  gods,  fon  of 
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Jupiter  and  Maia,  the  daughter  of  Atlas,  and 
becaufe  the  aftrologers,  and  true  chemifts, 
pretend  that  it  receives  influences  from  the 
planet  Mercury. 

Mercury  therefore  is  a  fluid  and  moving 
metal,  of  the  colour  of  filver,  very  heavy,  yet 
neverthelefs  volatile,  penetrating,  and  ealily 
amalgamating  with  gold  and  fllver.  There 
are  three  forts  of  it. 

The  flrft  fort,  which  is  found  quite  fluid, 
and  almofl:  pure  in  the  mines,  is  very  rare, 
and  the  beft  fort,  and  is  called  virgin- mer¬ 
cury.  They  have  a  proof  of  its  goodnefs  by 
this,  namely,  when  they  have  amalgamated 
fome  gold  with  this  virgin- mercury,  the  amal¬ 
gam  a  being  put  into  the  fire,  the  mercury  en¬ 
tirely  carries  oft  the  gold,  which  the  other 
mercury  does  not. 

The  fecond  fort  is  got  by  frequent  wafli- 
ing  from  it  the  earth  with  which  it  is  im¬ 
pregnated  ;  and  when  they  can  feparate  no 
more  of  this  earth  from  the  mercury  by 
means  of  water,  they  put  the  earth  into  iron 
retorts,  and  diffil  it,  whereby  is  got  a  com¬ 
mon  mercury,  very  much  inferior  to  the 
virgin  fort. 

The  third  fort  of  mercury  is  that  which 
unites  and  incorporates  in  the  mine  with  ful- 
phur;  when  fome  fubterrarieous  heat  promotes 
the  mixture,  it  is  fublimed,  and  becomes  what 
they  call  natural  or  mineral  cinnabar,  in  the 
fame  manner  as  the  artificial  cinnabar  is  made. 
That  which  comes  from  Carinthia,  is  the 
moil  efteemed,  and  holds  the  middle  place, 
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as  to  goodnefs,  between  the  virgin  and  the 

common  mercury. 

One  cannot  be  too-  exad  in  the  choice  of 
mercury,  which  may  be  impure,  either  be- 
caufe  it  commonly  retains  feme  impurity 
from  its  matrix,  which  is  the  place  of  its 
origin;  or  on  account  of  fome  foul  earthy 
particles,  and  fome  other  impurities,  that 
fpoil  it ;  or  on  account  of  fome  impure  mix¬ 
ture,  amalgamation,  and  adulteration  of  the 
merchants  who  fell  it. 

With  regard  to  the  choice  which  ought  to 
be  made  as  to  its  origin*  we  muft  always  take 
that  which  is  near  the  mines  of  the  pureft 
and  nobleft  metals,  confequently  thole  of 
gold ;  wherefore  the  mercury  from  Spain  and 
Hungary  has  very  juftly  the  preference. 

The  matters  which  naturally  fpoil  mercury 
are  arfcniek,  antimony,  lead,  and  cadmia ; 
but  there  is  another  artificial  adulteration, 
which  is  very  difficult  to  be  difcovered;  ei¬ 
ther  by  the  eye,  or  by  the  weight,  for  it  is 
mixt  with  fome  portion  of  lead  or  bifmuth, 
in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  whole  palfes 
through  fhamois  leather,  without  leaving  any 
thing  behind. 

There  is  fold  at  Paris  a  great  deal  of  adul¬ 
terated  mercury,  particularly  that  which  is 
taken  from  the  back  of  broken  looking-glaf- 
fes ;  which  is  no  other  than  mercury  amalga¬ 
mated  with  tin ;  and  this  is  what  they  call 
quickfilvering. 
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There  are  two  ways  to  difcover  partly  thefe 
frauds,  as  has  been  fliewn  by  Le  Fevre  and 
Lemery ;  the  firft  is  to  difiil  mercury  in  a 
retort ;  for  if  no  impurity  remain  at  the  bot¬ 
tom,  it  is  a  fign  that  the  quickfilver  is  pure. 
The  fecond  way  is,  to  make  it  evaporate  in  a 
filver  Ipoon  laid  upon  lighted  coals  ;  for  if  the 
mercury  leave  behind  only  a  yellow  or  white 
Rain,  it  is  a  fign  of  its  purity  ;  but  if  it  leave 
a  brown,  black,  or  dark  Rain,  it  is  a  plain 
fign  of  its  impurity  and  adulteration. 

The  matter  in  hand  is  too  ferious  and  im¬ 
portant,  not  to  agree,  that  all  thefe  trials  and 
purifications  are  but  fuperficial,  weak,  and  in- 
fufficient,  to  flatter  ourfelves  with  having  got 
a  pure  mercury,  fuch,  in  a  word,  as  it  ought 
to  be,  in  order  to  be  able  to  adminifier  it 
with  fuccefs  >  wherefore  we  will  accurately 
Riow,  not  only  the  method  of  rectifying  its 
abufes,  but  likewife  that  of  purifying  it  tho¬ 
roughly,  in  treating  of  its  preparation. 

Before  we  enter  into  this  detail,  let  us  fee 
what  that  able  phyfician  and  chemiR  Boer- 
haave  fays  of  it,  after  the  experiments  of 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton. 


The  opinion  of  Boerhaave. 

Mercury  is  the  heaviefi  of  all  liquids,  and 
though  you  have  divided  it  as  much  as  pof- 
Able,  yet  it  may  be  divided  Rill  farther,  as 
may  be  conceived  from  its  penetration,  where¬ 
by  it  runs  through  all  bodies,  except  glafs : 
it  fhows,  that  its  leaR  particles  have  their 
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fpecifick  gravity  greater,  in  proportion,  than 
that  of  other  bodies,  and  proportioned  to 
the  weight  of  the  whole  mafs. 

Hence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  if  mercury 
be  mixed  with  any  other  fluid,  and  this  mix¬ 
ture  be  put  in  motion  by  the  fame  agent,  the 
mercury  moves  fwifter  than  the  other  fluid, 
and  keeps  in  motion  much  longer,  becaufe 
its  particles  impel  thofe  of  the  other  fluid 
which  have  lefs  motion ;  it  penetrates  into 
them,  by  dividing  and  breaking  them  afun- 
der  by  its  extreme  velocity,  and  by  commu- 
nicating.to  them  a  greater  motion. 

Tho’  this  acflion  of  mercury  upon  other 
fluids  depends  folely  upon  its  fohdity,  yet 
it  may  be  enereafed  by  reducing  it  into 
parts  ftill  fmaller,  becaufe  then  each  of  its 
particles  receives  an  additional  power  of  a  (fl¬ 
ing,  in  proportion  to  the  encreafe  of  its  fur- 
face. 

The  mercury  which  we  receive  into  our 
body,  at  leaft  as  it  is  commonly  given,  does 
not  adt  upon  our  fluids,  but  in  proportion  to 
their  contents  in  the  fmalleft  veffels,  for  in 
the  large  veffels  it  gathers  into  drops,  and 
does  not  mix  intimately  with  our  fluids ;  but 
when  it  has  paffed  into  the  fmalleft  veffels, 
the  ftraitnefs  of  the  paffagcs  obliges  it  to  di¬ 
vide  itfelf  into  very  minute  particles,  and  then 
it  mixes  intimately  with  our  fluids :  whence 
we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  does  not 
a<ft  immediately  upon  the  blood,  but  upon 
the  lymph  contained  in  the  fmalleft  veffels. 

We 
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We  may  likewife  deduce,  from  this  fup- 
pofition,  the  reafon  why  thefe  remedies  ope¬ 
rate  more  effe&ually  in  bodies  that  are  trou¬ 
bled  with  obftrudtions,  as  for  inftance  in  thofe 
attacked  with  the  pox,  the  dropfy,  or  fcurvy, 
than  in  fuch  bodies  where  all  the  veflels  are 
pretty  clear  and  open. 

From  thefe  observations  we  may  conclude, 
that  when  once  the  mercury  enters  into  our 
bodies,  it  divides  and  breaks  the  molecules 
of  our  fluids,  which  were  too  clofely  united 
together,  and  confequently  that  our  fluids,  by 
what  mechanical  reafon  foever  it  be,  are  com¬ 
minuted  and  broken  afunder,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  they  are  reduced  into  parts  as  fmall 
as  can  be  imagined,  and  which,  for  that  rea¬ 
fon,  are  capable  of  gliding  eaflly  through  the 
lateral  lymphatick  dudts. 

Now  that  mercury  has  all  the  efficacy  which 
we  pretend,  we  have  an  inconteftable  proof 
of  it  by  the  following  example  j  if  the  faliva, 
or  urine,  be  reduced  into  very  minute  parti¬ 
cles,  either  by  its  own  attrition,  or  by  the 
heat  of  the  fun  or  fire,  it  yields  as  fetid  a 
fmell  as  that  of  the  faliva  which  has  been 
put  into  motion  and  evacuated  by  mercury. 

Upon  thefe  reafonings  and  obfervations, 
both  of  Newton  and  Boerhaave,  which  we 
have  juft  related,  there  will  arife  a  great  many 
things  to  be  faid.  Though  they  be  authors 
of  high  reputation,  yet  they  cannot  impofe 
upon  the  truth.  Had  Boerhaave,  as  good 
a  naturalift  as  aa  able  phyfician  and  chemift, 
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fearched  more  into  the  nature  of  mercury 
to  the  bottom,  he  would  not  have  confined 
himfelf  to  the  virtues  which  he  afcribes  to  it, 
that  may  be  called  its  external  virtues,  name¬ 
ly,  its  fpherical  figure,  its  weight,  penetration, 
volatility,  and  the  like ;  he  would  have  palled 
on  to  its  virtues,  which  I  will  call  internal, 
which  it  contains  in  its  very  centre,  and 
would  have  agreed,  that  this  mixt  requires, 
before  it  be  taken  inwardly,  to  be  purified, 
worked,  and  prepared  5  becaufe,  otherwife, 
its  admirable  virtues  are  ftified,  as  it  were, 
under  the  preflure  of  its  earthy  impurities, 
and  the  corruption  of  its  original ;  that,  in 
fhort,  it  is  neceflfary  and  indifpenfable  to  fe- 
parate  from  this  mixt,  as  in  general  from  all 
the  other  mixt  bodies  of  nature,  the  pure 
from  the  impure :  but  let  us  fupply  what  he 
has  been  deficient  in,  and  in  fad  give  an  ac¬ 
count  of  the  internal  and  fubftantial  virtues 
which  mercury,  when  well  prepared,  con¬ 
tains  ;  a  thing  which  will  be  very  much  to 
our  purpofe,  that  is,  make  it  better  known  ; 
and  confequently  we  fhall  be  better  enabled 
to  work  and  adminifler  it 

Art.  III. 

Though  in  general  mercury  has  not  been 
perfectly  known,  and  ftill  lefs  well  prepared, 
however  it  is  a  point  decided,  that  it  is  the 
tnoft  powerful,  and  the  heft  fpecifick,  of  all 
the  remedies  we  have  for  the  cure  of  venereal 
maladies  $  but  this  mixt  fhould  be  extremely 

pure^ 
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pure,  and  difengaged  from  all  its  grofs  and 
earthy  parts,  fince  it  contains  an  alkaline  mild 
fait,  which  adts  upon  an  acrid  and  pungent 
one,  and  diverts  it  of  its  cauftick  quality  $ 
that  it  has  a  great  deal  of  natural  fire,  which 
is  not  a  burning  and  deftrudtive  fort,  but  an 
inflaming,  fomenting,  and  digefling  one  5  that 
it  deftroys  the  acidity  or  crudity  which  might 
be  predominant  and  noxious ;  that  it  is  re¬ 
plenished  with  that  undtuous  and  radical  moi¬ 
sture  which  conftitutes  the  balm  of  life ;  that 
it  is  very  penetrating  and  adtive,  and  altoge¬ 
ther  Spirit  ^  that  it  repairs  thofe  which  are 
diffipated  or  corrupted  ;  that,  in  fine,  it  carries 
life  and  health  through  all  the  parts  of  the 
body,  and  thofe  the  molt  remote  from  the 
centre.  But  this  mixt  muft  be  prepared  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  that  it  may  contain  no¬ 
thing  that  may  obftrudt  the  effedts  which  we 
require  to  be  performed  by  it  uppn  nature. 

Can  it  befaid,  that  crude,  corporeal,  earthy, 
and  grofs  mercury,  fuch  as  it  is  adminifter- 
ed  in  fridlions,  bolus's,  or  panacea’s,  groflly 
work’d,  without  art,  Skill,  principles,  or  dis¬ 
cernment,  and  in  fome  fort  at  a  venture, 
fhould  have  the  neceffary  qualities  which  we 
have  juft  affigned  it  ?  Should  not  we,  on  the 
contrary,  agree,  that  it  is  dangerous,  often 
ufelefs  for  a  true  and  radical  cure ;  that  it 
operates  only  by  its  weight  and  volatility ;  by 
which  means  breaking  and  attenuating  the 
fluids  often  beyond  meafure,  carrying  along 
with  it,  at  random,  the  grofs  and  vitiated 
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parts,  changes  the  very  form  of  the  malady, 
moves  it  into  fome  other  place,  varies  the 
fymptoms,  and  fo  deceives  the  credulous  pa¬ 
tient,  and  the  belt  meaning  phylician  ? 

By  its  earthy  quality  it  gives  hold  to  acids, 
which  flop  and  coagulate  it  in  the  fmall  in¬ 
terfaces  of  the  nerves  and  joints,  into  which 
it  had  introduced  itfelf;  we  are  obliged  to 
acknowledge  thefe  troublefome  and  too  fre¬ 
quent  inconveniences,  which  prolong  and 
augment  fmart,  cruel,  and  infupportable  pains, 
and  which  heighten  the  malady,  very  far 
from  curing  it. 

But  as  mercury  contains  in  itfelf,  fubftan- 
tially,  all  the  requifite,  ufeful,  and  necelfary 
qualities  for  curing  venereal  maladies  in  gene¬ 
ral  5  and  that  there  is  no  farther  need  in  order 
to  cure  thefe  maladies,  but  to  prepare  it  well, 
and  work  it  philofophically,  to  fubtilize  and 
render  it  pure  and  perfedt  in  quinteffence ;  one 
may  juftly  give  this  mixt  all  manner  of  enco¬ 
miums,  and  afcribe  to  it  all  the  requifite  vir¬ 
tues  and  qualities,  efpecially  if  we  conform 
ourfelves  to  the  opinion  of  the  moft  celebra¬ 
ted  phyficians,  who  would  have  it  mixed 
with  a  quinteffence  of  vipers,  a  thing  that 
augments  its  virtues  very  confiderably,  and 
leaves  nothing  wanting  for  a  radical  cure. 

As  in  the  courfe  of  this  work  I  (hall  have 
cccafion  to  fpeak  of  mercury,  and  make  its 
virtues  more  and  more  known,  I  will  end 
this  chapter  by  faying  of  this  mixt  what  I 
have  already  fuid  of  the  pocky  taint,  though 
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in  another  fenfe  5  it  is  a  Proteus,  which  af~ 
fumes  all  manner  of  fhapes. 

CHAP.  II. 

Concerning  the  purifications  and  preparations 

of  mercury . 


them  ;  of  this  nature  is  that  in  general  about 
the  purification  of  mixt  bodies,  of  what  ge¬ 
nus,  fpecies,  or  kingdom  foever,  in  order  to 
feparate  the  pure  from  the  impure ;  however 
it  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to,  and  unhap¬ 
pily  it  is  negleded.  But  be  that  as  it  will, 
I  (hall  not  infill:  upon  eftablifhing,  that  all 
the  beings  in  nature  require  a  purification  and 
preparation ;  that  each  of  them,  more  or  lefs, 
has  its  excrementitious  impurities ;  we  will 
only  fay,  that  mercury,  amongft  all  the  me¬ 
tals,  is  that  which  has  the  worft  fort  of  im¬ 
purity,  and,  confequently,  that  which  has 
greateft  need  of  preparation  and  purification. 
In  fad,  we  are  not  ignorant  of  the  ravage  it 
commits  in  the  human  body,  when  it  is  ill 
adminiltered  ;  nor  of  the  fatal  effeds  it  pro  ¬ 
duces  upon  thofe  whofe  bufinefs  it  is  to  take 
it  out  of  the  mines ;  and  that  only  malefac¬ 
tors  are  employed  in  that  work.  In  fine,  we 
know  the  prejudice  it  does  to  tradefinen  who 
ufe  it  in  their  bufinefs.  Even  the  land  which 
lies  near  the  mines  where  it  is,  is  barren,  and 
the  little  it  produces,  at  a  certain  diftance,  is 
n  killing. 
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killing.  I  am  not  at  all  furprifed,  if  Fern  el, 
and  other  learned  phyficians,  have  abfolutely 
advifed  not  to  make  life  of  mercury,  looking 
upon  it  as  a  very  pernicious  and  mortal  poi- 
fon.  But  thefe  learned  men,  learned  as  they 
were,  without  doubt  were  ignorant  of  its  pu¬ 
rifications  and  preparations,  in  fuch  a  man¬ 
ner,  that  the  experience  we  have  of  its  poi- 
fon  is  a  plain  convidtion  of  the  excellent  vir¬ 
tues  it  contains ;  ubi  virus,  ibi  virtus ;  where 
there  is  poifon,  there,  there  is  virtue. 

The  fir  ft  purification  and  preparation  of  mer¬ 
cury,  as  praBijed  by  the  author . 

Take  as  much  as  you  pleafe  of  revived 
mercury,  mineral  cinnabar  ;  or  take  common 
cinnabar,  which  mult  be  reduced  to  an  arti¬ 
ficial  cinnabar  in  the  ordinary  manner,  which 
Lemery  teaches  very  well ;  afterwards  revive 
it  with  filings  of  very  clean  fteelk  This  re*- 
vived  mercury  wafh  with  vinegar  and  fait, 
then  dry  it  with  a  linen  cloth,  and  pafs  it 
through  fhamois  leather.  In  this  ftate  it 
muft  likewife  be  killed  in  the  ufual  manner, 
and  reduced  to  a  powder  with  fpirits  of  nitre b. 

This 

*  This  reviving  may  be  performed  with  fait  of  tartar  and 
quick  lime,  and  it  is  even  preferable  to  that  with  filings  ;  it  is 
true,  it  colls  a  little  more,  and  the  procefs  is  more  tedious ; 
but  when  tbe  queftion  is  about  making  the  bell  fort,  the  trou¬ 
ble  and  expence  fhould  be  no  hindrance. 

b  This  folution  is  made  with  equal  parts  of  mercury  and 
-good  fpirits  of  nitre,  poured  upon  the  mercury,  by  little  and 
little,  in  a  glafs  laid  in  a  gentle  alh  or  fand-heat,  either  to 
procure  a  greater  adtion  in  the  fpirits  of  nitre,  and  that  the  fo¬ 
lution  may  be  quickly  made ;  or  that  after  the  folution  fhall  be 
made,  we  may,  if  we  will,  caufe  the  fpirirs  of  nitre  to  evapo¬ 
rate  bjr  a  flow  heat. 
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This  done,  you  will  fublime  it  for  three  times 
with  vitriol  and  nitre,  perfectly  purified  T 
then  make  the  whole  into  a  powder  fepa- 
rately,  in  a  marble  or  glafs  mortar,  and  mix 
with  the  mercury  an  equal  weight  of  each, 
which  you  will  put  into  a  glafs  retort4,  two- 
thirds  at  lead;  empty,  and  you  will  fit  a  reci¬ 
pient  to  it,  for  receiving  the  fpirits  from  the 
vitriol  and  nitre  ->  and  after  giving  a  very  foft 
degree  of  fire  for  two  hours,  you  will  heigh¬ 
ten  it  gradually,  till  all  the  fpirits  are  come 
over  into  the  recipient,  which  you  will  know 
by  the  blanching  of  the  upper  part  of  the  re¬ 
tort,  by  the  fubliming  mercury  5  then  increafe 
the  fire  in  order  to  finifh  the  fublimation, 
which  will  hold  you  for  about  four  hours 
longer. 

After  your  fublimation  is  finiflied,  and  the 
retort  cooled,  you  will  break  it,  and  take  out 
all  the  mercury  fublimed  to  the  top,  and  in 
the  neck e,  which  you  will  reduce  to  a  powder 

with 

c  We  mult  always  obferve  it  as  a  circumftance  highly  eiTen- 
tial,  that  the  intermediate  bodies,  which  Ihall  be  employed  for 
making  the  fublimations  of  the  mercury  wdth,  be  pure  and 
untainted  ;  otherwife  their  impurities  will  add  to  the  impuri¬ 
ties  of  the  mercury,  inftead  of  removing  thofe  it  naturally  has. 
The  vitriol  mult  be  dried  to  whitenefs  by  a  gentle  degree  of 
heat,  which  lhall  only  evaporate  its  phlegm,  and  not  its  vola¬ 
tile  fpirits.  No  other  purer  and  more  perfect  nitre  can  polfibly 
be  ufed,  than  that  w'hofe  preparation  we  have  taught  in  the 
pofthumous  works  of  M.  de  Grimaldi,  and  which  we  mull: 
ufe  preferably  to  that  of  the  third  or  other  boiling. 

d  The  retort  mull  be  luted  for  three-fourths  of  its  capacity 
with  a  good  luting.  In  our  fublimations  we  ufe  a  retort  and 
recipient  preferably  to  aludels,  bolt-heads,  and  other  veflels, 
as  we  would  prelerve  the  fpirits  of  vitriol,  nitre,  or  fait,  which, 
in  their  paffage,  penetrate  even  the  body  of  the  mercury. 

c  This  obfervation  is  highly  neceffary,  and  cannot  be  too 
much  recommended ;  We  mult  take  of  this  fublimate  mercury 

only 
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with  a  glafs  peftle,  in  a  mortar  of  the  fame 
kind,  and  fearcing  it,  you  will  continue  to 
mix  it  with  a  like  weight  of  pure  vitriol  and 
nitre  ;  and  putting  this  mixture  into  a  new 
glafs  retort,  you  will  pour  to  it  the  liquor 
which  came  over  in  the  firft  fublimation  into 
the  receiver,  and  that  with  feme  precaution  f  5 
then  place  your  retort  in  the  fand,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  with  a  fecond  fublimation,  which  you 
will  conduft  as  the  firft ;  and  make  a  third 
in  like  manner,  which  will  be  three  fubli- 
mations  of  the  mercury  with  the  vitriol  and 
nitre.  After  having  thus  performed  thefe 
three  fublimations,  vou  will  continue  to  make 
feven  more,  with  equal  weights  of  decrepi¬ 
tated  fea-  fait  alone,  highly  purified  g ;  you 
will  conduit  thefe  fublimations,  with  the  fait, 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  the  fame  cir- 
cumftances,  as  was  explained  for  the  vitriol 
and  nitre,  renewing  at  each  fublimation  the 
fait,  and  impregnating,  in  the  fame  manner, 

the 

only  what  is  hard,  compact  and  cryftalline,  and  rejeil,  as  per¬ 
nicious  to  every  fublimation,  what  is  light  and  volatile,  and 
in  form  of  a  loofe  meal  flicking  to  the  glafs,  and  which  is  the 
moil  poifonous  part  of  the  mercury. 

f  Thefe  fpirits  mull  be  poured  with  precaution ;  that  is, 
gradually,  for  fear  left  the  too  great  violence  and  fuddennefs 
of  their  aftion  fliould  break  the  retort. 

8  The  fait  mail  be  purified  in  the  courfe  of  the  decrepita¬ 
tion,  and  then  the  feveral  defecations,  lotions,  or  folutions,  be 
made  in  good  clear  and  neat  rain  water,  together  with  the 
evaporations  and  cryftallifations.  It  muft  alfo  be  obferved, 
that  it  is  neceftary  to  ufe,  as  an  intermediate  for  the  fait,  an 
equal  weight  of  white  glafs,  clean,  and  grofsly  pounded.  This 
intermediate  body  has  nothing,  and  can  therefore  impart  no¬ 
thing  :  the  only  reafon  of  adding  it  is,  to  prevent  the  matter 
from  finking  too  low*  and  to  favour  the  fublimation. 
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the  mafs  with  the  fpirit  which  pafled  over 
into  the  recipient  h. 

‘ The  fecoi:d  operation. 

Take  the  mercury,  which  you  have  fubli- 
med,  reduce  it  to  a  fine  powder,  with  the 
requifite  precautions  *,  and  k  put  it  into  a  good 
matrafs,  or  bolt-head,  and  pour  upon  it  a  little 
of  the  univerfal  folar  and  aftral  1  fpirit,  fo 

that 

h  The  fpirits  remaining  after  the  fublimations,  both  of  the 
fait,  the  vitriol,  and  the  nitre,  will  make  a  perfeft  aqua  fortis, 
or  aqua  regia,  which,  upon  occafion,  will  ferve  to  perform  all 
forts  of  metallic  and  mineral  folutions. 

1  This  mercury,  thus  purified,  prepared,  and  fnblimed  in 
this  frit  operation,  is  fit  to  relent,  or  give  of  itfelf,  become 
a  water,  fpirit,  or  oil ;  and,  with  the  proper  additions,  be  a 
cure  for  the  difeafe  intended  to  be  treated.  A  mercurius  dulcis 
may  be  made  of  it,  or  it  may  be  revived,  and  brought  back 
to  running  mercury,  and  then  be  more  effe&ually  ufed  for 
fridtions,  precipitates,  and  generally  any  preparations  and  re¬ 
medies  at  pleafure  ;  this  preparation  and  purification  being  the 
point  from  vvhich  we  ought  to  fet  out  in  treating  mercury. 
And  yet  a  long  courfe  of  ftudy,  of  painful  labour  and  toil,  and 
a  happy  experience,  have  taught  us,  and  with  ardour  and 
pleafure  we  impart  it  to  the  publick,  that  the  remedy  we  give 
is  the  beft,  and  the  moil  efficacious,  that  can  be  prepared  and 
adminiftered  for  a  radical  cure  ;  and  yet  this  fhall  not  hinder 
me  from  giving  other  preparations  Hill,  both  the  fruit  of  my 
own  labour,  and  of  the  mod:  celebrated  artifts.  I  conclude 
thefe  remarks  with  a  refiedlion,  which  I  addrefs  to  the  genuine 
phyfician,  whom  I  fhall  always  have  a  great  regard  for ;  you 
cannot  be  fuppofed  fufficient  for  every  thing  ;  I  give  you  what 
is  good  and  excellent,  and  I  beg  of  you  to  accept  of  it  for  the 
publick  benefit,  and  to  put  it  in  practice.  Far  be  from  us  a 
mean  and  bafe  jealoufy  ;  I  agree,  with  thefe  gentlemen,  that 
to  diftinguifh  the  good,  and  perform  it,  is  far  more  glorious 
than  to  have  difcovered  it. 

k  Becaufe  it  is  extremely  adlive  and  corrofive,  and  may  hurt 
and  prejudice  the  health.  - 

1  We  fhall  explain,  in  the  body  of  the  work  itfelf,  the  aftral 
fpirit,  and  the  manner  of  procuring  it ;  in  defedl  of  which  we 
may  ufe  a  pure  fpirit  of  may-dew,  purified,  dephlegmated, 

and 
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that  at  firft  you  will  only  put  to  it  what  may 
ferve  to  moiften  it  ;  clofe  up,  very  exa&ly,  the 
matrafs,  or  bolt-head,  with  a  good  lute,  toge¬ 
ther  with  its  capital  and  recipient,  and  placing 
it  on  the  lukewarm  allies,  leave  it  to  the  fame 
degree  of  heat  for  twenty-four  hours ;  after 
which,  opening  your  velfel,  you  will  imbibe 
afrefh  the  matter  with  the  fame  fpirit ;  clofe 
up  again  the  matrafs,  and  leave  it  to  the  fame 
degree  of  fire  for  the  fame  time  as  before; 
which  you  will  continue  to  do  in  the  fame 
manner,  till  your  mercury  has  drank  up  al- 
moft  its  weight  of  this  fpirit,  or  refufe  to 
drink  any  more. 

Take  then,  for  inftance,  a  pound  of  your 
fublimate,  fuch  as  we  have  prepared  it,  and 
as  much  of  the  filings  of  fteel,  neat  and  fine ; 
rub  the  fublimate  very  fine,  and  add  to  it 
the  filings m  ;  put  the  mixture  into  a  cellar, 
or  other  cool  place,  upon  a  glafs  table,  with 
a  ledge  and  beak11,  under  which  muft  be 

placed 

and  re£tified  at  lead  feven  times.  And  as  we  defign  to  omit 
nothing  that  may  be  of  utility,  we  apprize,  that  the  aftral  fpi¬ 
rit  fiiould,  in  like  manner,  be  deplilegmated,  before  ufing  it 
for  imbibitions ;  and  that  when  we  purify  this  fpirit  by  diftil- 
lation,  the  fpirits  rife  firft,  then  the  phlegm,  at  laft  an  oil,  or 
a  fixt  fpirit ;  the  phlegm  only  is  to  be  laid  afide,  and  the  two 
volatile  and  fixed  fpirits  joined  together ;  conlequently,  the  re¬ 
cipient  muft  be  ihifted.  As  to  the  phlegm  we  have  feparated, 
it  is  neceftary  for  diflolving  and  purifying  the  fixed  fait,  which 
ftiall  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  veflel,  after  the  diftillation  of 
the  fpirits,  mixed  with  a  terreftrial  matter,  of  which  it  iliall  be 
difcharged  by  the  faid  phlegm. 

m  It  were  much  better  to  put,  inftead  of  the  filings,  fome 
fulphur,  or  crocus  martis ;  that  is  my  method.  I  fhall  have 
occafion  to  teach  the  manner  of  preparing  it,  when  I  come  to 
treat  of  the  gonorrhoea  and  its  confequences. 

n  This  ledge  may  be  made  with  wax  and  pitch  worked  up 
together ;  or  you  may  ufe  a  plate  of  tin. 


VENEREAL  MALADIES,  g7 

placed  a  glafs  vefiel,  with  a  funnel,  furnifhed 
with  a  fingle  filtring  paper,  to  prevent  the 
impurities  from  palling  into  the  liquor.  At 
firft  there  will  run  down  a  yellow  liquor, 
which  arifes  from  the  re-folution  of  the  iron 

it 

and  mercury,  and  which  mu  ft  be  carefully 
kept ;  and  after  the  re-folution  is  finifhed,  take 
what  remains  upon  the  plate,  and  put  it  into 
a  glafs  cucurbit  or  body  •  pour  on  it  fome 
diftilled  rain-water  to  the  height  of  half  a 
foot.  To  extradt  the  fait,  digeft  it  by  an  afh- 
heat,  and  often  moving  and  ftirring  the  mat¬ 
ters,  at  the  end  of  three  or  four  days  filtrate 
the  foluticn  with  double  filtring-paper,  and 
evaporate  to  a  fait,  which  muit  be  re-diflol- 
ved,  filtrated,  evaporated,  and  cryftallized  fe- 
veral  times,  till  it  is  pretty  pure  •  then  caufe 
to  dry  it  very  foftly,  and  make  it  into  a  pow¬ 
der,  which  muft  be  mixed  with  the  vellow 
liquor  you  have  preferved,  and  it  will  turn 
of  a  very  beautiful  red  •  pour  the  whole  into 
a  low  cucurbit  of  glafs,  on  which  you  will 
put  a  head,  with  a  fhort  and  thick  beak,  to 
which  you  will  fit  a  proportioned  recipient  5 
lute  the  junctures,  and  diftil  by  a  find-heat : 
by  giving  the  fire  gradually,  there  will  arife 
at  firft  a  phlegm ;  and  when  you  fee  the  yel¬ 
low  vapours  begin  to  appear,  you  will  ftiift 
the  recipient,  and  encreafe  the  fire  3  this  yel¬ 
low  vapour  will  condenfc  to  a  red  liquor, 
which  in  part  fliall  fall  into  the  recipient,  and 
the  reft,  which  will  be  too  thick,  will  fallen 
to  the  body  of  the  head  and  the  beak  :  this 

H  done. 
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done,  the  veflels  muft  be  left  to  cool,  and 
the  head  took  off,  without  removing  what  is 
condenfed  therein  5  then  with  the  phlegm* 
which  came  off  the  fir  ft,  the  fides  and  edges 
of  the  cucurbit  muft  be  walked,  where  will  re¬ 


main  flicking  foine  of  that  red  matter,  which 
muft  be  returned  upon  the  caput  mortuum, 
remaining  at  the  bottom  of  the  cucurbit,,  if  it 
is  not  cracked,  if  it  is,  another  muft  be  taken  c 
but,  as  was  laid,  what  was  found  condenfed 
in  the  helm  and  beak,  muft  be  left  untouch¬ 
ed,  becaufe  that  after  luting,,  and  beginning 
the  fire  for  repeating  the  diftillation,  as  foon 
as  the  alembick  is*  heated,  and  the  vapoura 
begin  to  rife,  what  is  in  the  helm  will  re- 
folve  to  a  red  liquor,  and  run  into  the  recei- 
ver :  as  foon  as  this  red  liquor  fhall  have  paf- 
fed,  the  receiver  fhould  be  drifted,  in  order 
to  receive  the  phlegm  ;  after  which  there  will 
ftill  arife  fome  of  the  red  liquor,  which  fhould 
be  received  apart,  and  put  to  the  other  ;  thefe 
diftillations  and  cohobations  muft  be  repeated 
in  the  tame  manner,  till  nothing  red  arife 
then  all  the  red  liquor  muft  be  put  into  a  cu¬ 
curbit  covered  with  its  capital,  and  fome  al¬ 
cohol  of  wine  be  poured  on  the  faid  liquor,, 
to  the  height  of  four  fingers  breadth ;  then 
digeft  and  circulate  together,  in  a  vapour  heat,, 
for  three  weeks,  at  the  end  of  which,  you. 
muft  draw  off  the  fpirit  of  wine,  in  balnea 
mariae,  by  a  very  flow  diftillation  ;  you  will- 
then  add  to  your  red  fpirit  half  its  weight  of 
pure  fpirit  of  dew,  or  of  the  aftral  fpirit 

and, 
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and  having  very  accurately  luted  the  veffel, 
lay  it  on  hot  allies,  and  make  it  boil,  by  a 
gentle,  equal,  and  continued  fire,  for  a  month  ; 
after  which  you  will  rectify  the  whole  toge¬ 
ther,  without  feparating  any  thing  but  the 
grofs  parts  which  might  happen  to  remain  at 
the  bottom  of  the  retort ;  and  you  will  re¬ 
peat  your  rectifications,  at  leaft  five  times, 
which  will  compleat  the  dulcifying  and  per¬ 
fecting  your  mercurial  fpirit. 

The  dofe  is  from  two  to  fix  drops,  in  a 
proper  vehicle,  fuch  as  the  fpirit  and  decoc¬ 
tion  of  guiajac,  aqua  theriacalis,  fpiritus  the- 
riacalis  camphoratus,  fpiritus  vitas  Paracelfi, 
or  even  the  tinCture  of  faflafras  and  china- 
root. 

Me  rear  ins  dulcis. 

Take  any  quantity,  at  pleafure,  of  our  fiib- 
limate;  the  fame  weight  of  this  fame  fubli- 
mate,  which  were  to  be  revived  and  made 
into  a  running  mercury,  as  we  have  taught 
it  5  grind  the  mixture  together  in  a  marble  or 
glafs  mortar ;  put  the  matter,  which  fhall  be 
amalgamated  by  means  of  this  trituration  or 
grinding,  into  a  matrafs,  filled  one-third,  and 
placed  in  a  fand  heat $  you  will  give  a  fo ft' 
fire  for  two  hours,  for  the  matters  to  bind  and 
unite  the  better  together ;  encreafe  the  fire  to 
the  degree  fufficient  for  making  the  fublima- 
tion,  which  will  hold  you  for  about  feven 
hours  5  your  fublimation  being  done,  open 
your  matrafs  with  a  ring  of.' re  1-hot  iron ; 

H  a  you 
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you  will  find,  if  the  operation  is  duly  per- 
formed,  two  forts  of  fublimations  of  mercury, 
the  one  compad  and  cryftalline,  which  is  the 
mercurius  dulcis  fublimatus,  and  found  above 
that  which  is  fpongy  ;  remove,  with  atten¬ 
tion,  all  that  is  in  the  form  of  a  loofe  meal, 
for  the  reafons  already  afiigned,  and  the  coarfe 
parts,  which  fhall  have  remained  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  matrafs;  grind,  rub,  and  mix 
again  thefe  two  forts  of  iiiblimations,  exadly 
obferving  the  diredions  above  ;  proceed  to  a 
fecond  and  a  third  fublimation,  in  the  fame 
manner.  After  thefe  three  fublimations,  take 
your  fweet  fublimate  all  alone,  and  proceed 
without  any  addition  to  a  fourth  and  a  fifth 
fublimation,  always  removing,  with  care,  the 
coarfe  part,  and  that  volatile  matter ;  then 
you  will  have  a  perfed  mercurius  dulcis, which 
fhall  have  loft  its  laxative  virtue,  and  be  a 
good  diaphoretic,  proper  to  anfwer  your  in¬ 
tentions. 

Mufitanush  diaphoretic  mercury . 

Take  a  pound  of  running  mercury  well 
purified,  make  a  foliation  of  it  in  aqua  fortis, 
and  repeat  four  cohobations,  by  putting  al¬ 
ways  frefh  aqua  fortis  thereto ;  pour  three 
ounces  of  butter  of  antimony,  or  twelve  oun¬ 
ces  of  aqua  fortis,  or  fpirit  of  nitre,  upon  the 
red  precipitate,  which  muff  be  done  gradu¬ 
ally;  draw  off  the  acid  fpirits  by  diifillation, 
and  cohobate  five  times  more ;  at  laft  urge 
with  a  violent  .fire,  which  fhall  make  the 

veffelj 
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veffel,  which  fhould  be  of  glafs,  red-hot  •  af¬ 
ter  that  the  matter  muft  be  removed  out  of 
the  veffel,  and  reduced  to  a  fine  powder  5 
pour  thereon  twelve  ounces  of  fpirit  of  wine 
rectified,  but  not  by  alkali’s,  and  draw  it  off 
by  diftillation,  and  pour  ffill  fome  frefli  there¬ 
on,  which  you  fliall  repeat  to  twelve  times. 

Mufitanus  was  a  very  able  phyfician  of 
Naples,  and  a  prieft  too.  Envious  people 
oppofed  him  much,  which  obliged  him  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  protection  of  the  Pope, 

.  who  allowed  him  to  pradtife  phyfick.  He 
underftood  perfectly  well  the  manner  of  treat¬ 
ing  venereal  difeafes,  on  which  he  has  writ  a 
particular  treatife,  which  is  in  great  efteem. 
The  operation  juft  now  defcribed  was  the 
remedy  he  commonly  employed  in  the  cure 
of  thefe  maladies,  and  fo  he  gives  it  great 
commendations :  he  pretends  we  have  a  fixed 
mercury,  not  corrofive,  which  acts  by  infen- 
fible  perfpiration ;  the  dofe  is  from  four  to  fix 
grains. 

Turbith  mineral, 

* 

jr 

Take  an  ounce  of  revived  mercury,  two 
ounces  of  oil  of  vitriol  well  redtified,  pour 
the  oil  upon  the  mercury  gradually  in  a  glafs 
retort,  put  it  in  digeftion  for  three  days,  af¬ 
terwards  draw  off  the  oil  of  vitriol  by  a  gra¬ 
duated  fire,  which  at  laft  fliall  be  highly  vio¬ 
lent  and  raifed  ;  the  oil  of  vitriol  having  af- 
cenaed  and  paffed  into  the  receiver,  the  mer¬ 
cury  remains  in  the  retort  in  a  white  mafs  of 

H  3  fait. 
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fait,  on  which  you  mu  ft  pour  feme  filtred 
rain-water,  and  immediately  it  turns  of  a  yel¬ 
low  colour,  and  the  water  taftes  acid ;  you 
will  continue  pouring  on,  and  decanting  re¬ 
peatedly,  till  the  water  comes  off  inftpid  and 
taftelefs ;  the  powder  is  to  be  well  dried. 

The  dofe  is  from  three  to  four  grains,  ?tis 
tifed  to  caufe  a  falivation  in  the  pox ;  it  at 
firft  purges  both  upwards  and  downwards, 
and  afterwards  it  falivates. 

I  know  not  how  it  is,  that  this  prepara¬ 
tion  is  commended,  and  lefs  ftill,  how  one 
can  venture  to  adminifter  a  remedy  of  fuch 
violent  effedts,  and  almoft  always  hazardous. 
Befides,  this  preparation  is  very  nice,  and  re¬ 
quires  a  good  deal  of  addrefs  and  attention  in 
it.  The  retort  fhould  be  placed  in  a  manner, 
that  the  drops  afcending  in  the  courfe  of 
the  diftillation  fall  not  upon  the  fides  of  the 
receiver,  but  all  in  the  middle.  The  neck 
of  the  retort  iliould  be  covered  with  fand  to 
pretty  near  its  belly,  to  the  end  the  drops  of 
vitriol  fall  not  back  into  the  veffel  in  cooling, 
which  would  caufe  it  to  hi£ft .  What  pity 
it  is,  one  fhould  be  in  fuch  want  of  other 
good  fubjedls,  to  be  obliged  to  throw  away 
one’s  time  on  fuch  operations  as  thefe  ! 

EJfence  of  mercury . 

Take  feme  mercury,  put  it  into  a  crucible, 
caufe  it  to  heat  till  it  is  juft  upon  the  point  of 
evaporating,  quench  it.  in  fpirjt  of  lead  in  a 
marble  mortar,  which  you  will  diredtly  co¬ 
ver  ; 
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Ter  $  repeat  this  for  feverai  times,  till  the 
mercury  be  hard  as  fiver  $  quench  it  after¬ 
wards  in  fpirit  of  fal  armoniack,  make  it  into 
plates,  quench  it  in  a  lixivium  of  tartar  5  after 
that,  make  a  folution  of  it  in  fpirit  of  vitriol, 
precipitate  it  with  the  folution  of  common 
fait,  edulcorate  and  dry  it,  afterwards  melt  it 
in  a  fand-heat  in  a  glafs  veffel,  to  a  yellow 
liquor  like  wax.  From  this  rofin  we,  in  three 
days  and  three  nights,  extract  a  precious  oint¬ 
ment,  by  means  of  the  fpirit  of  dulcified  fait, 
or  fpirit  of  tartar,  it  may  be  given  without 
any  hazard.  The  dofe  is  from  five  to  eight 
drops  in  the  capital  difeafes •  it  works  by 
fweat,  cures  every  catarrh  that  caufes  the  apo¬ 
plexy,  epilepfy  and  vertigo  penetrates  the 
body,  cures  the  dropfy,  and  inveterate  fwel- 
lings  of  the  legs  and  thighs. 

Oil  of  mercury  h 

Finely  powder  an  ounce  of  our  fublimate, 
put  it  into  a  bolt-head,  pour  on  it  four  ounces 
of  fpirit  of  wine,  well  rectified  on  the  cotton, 
or  flowers  of  zkak  5  flop  well  your  bolt-head, 
and  let  the  matter  foak  in  the  cold  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  the  fublimate  will  be  diflolved  $ 
but  if  any  thing  had  remained,  decant  off  the 
liquor,  and  putting  to  the  matter  more  fpirit 
of  wine,  caufe  it  to  foak  as  before,  in  order 
to  compleat  the  folution ;  mix  your  feverai 

H  4  folu- 

a  This  oil  is  good  in  venereal  {hankers ;  put  upon  tjhe 
affe&ed  part  with  holders,,  it  eats  away  the  fleih,  and  itops  a 
gangrene. 
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folutions,  and  keep  them  in  a  phial  well 

flopped. 

Red  precipitate  without  addition . 

Take  any  quantity,  at  pleafure,  of  run¬ 
ning  mercury,  have  a  little  bolt-head  of  the 
bignefs  at  leaft  of  a  gallon,  with  its  neck 
raifed  and  ftrait,  the  bottom  flat  and  even, 
without  eminence  in  the  middle,  to  the  end 
the  mercury  you  fhall  put  into  it  may  be 
equally  extended  on  the  whole  furface  of  the 
bottom,  which  is  not  to  be  thicker  in  one 
place  than  another,  for  the  Are  to  add  equally 
upon  it ;  put  into  each  of  thefe  bottles  four 
ounces  of  mercury,  and  place  them  in  fand 
on  the  athanor ;  begin  with  giving  them  a 
final!  fire,  which  continue  on  exactly  from 
one  degree  to  another,  till  the  mercury  is 
changed,  precipitated,  and  baked  or  nealed  to 
a  powder  which  is  red  and  finning,  and  which 
mu  ft  be  digefted,  for  three  weeks,  with  alco¬ 
hol  of  wine,  and  afterwards  fired  feven  times 
a- top,  which  will  compleat  the  baking  and 
fixing  it, 

Qbfervations  upon  this  important  operation , 

All  good  authors  are  unanimoufly  agreed, 
that  it  is  an  univerfal  mercurial  remedy  in 
fevers,  and  infallible  in  intermitten  ts,  a  ge¬ 
nuine  fpecific  for  the  pox,  which  it  cures 
radically,  by  giving  it  to  the  patient  at  fe¬ 
ven  different  tunes,  every  twenty-four  hours, 
taken  in  the  morning  on  an  empty  fto- 
i  mach? 
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mach,  in  bolus,  in  a  little  conferve  of  rofes, 
to  caufe  fweat,  for  it  is  an  excellent  fudori- 
fick.  It  kills  the  worms  in  the  ftomach,  and 
thofe  which  breed  in  the  inteftines  ;  the  dofe 
of  it  is  from  two  to  eight  grains ;  it  caufes  a 
ffcrong  perfpiration,  excites  vomiting  if  need¬ 
ful,  removes  obftruftions,  and  cures,  without 
relapfe,  every  kind  of  rheumatifm  and  ifchi-  . 
atic. 

Thefe  are  in  part  the  virtues  affigned  to 
this  preparation  of  mercury,  at  which  I  am 
not  at  all  furprized,  tho’  I  cannot  help  being 
in  an  extraordinary  manner  furprized  at  what 
the  fame  authors  fay  at  the  fame  time,  that 
this  remedy  is  but  little  ufed  in  phyfick,  on 
account  of  the  difficulty  there  is  to  prepare  it, 
and  the  length  of  time  the  preparation  re¬ 
quires.  Alas !  can  too  much  pains,  or  too 
much  care,  be  taken  towards  the  relief  and 
cure  of  poor  affiidted  patients.  I  myfelf  have 
of  this  mercury,  and  daily  make  of  it  in  my 
labaratory  5  to  the  poor  I  give  it  gratis,  to 
the  rich  I  fell  it  at  a  reafonable  rate. 

The  alchemifts  have  added  the  epithet, 
fhilofophica /,  to  the  operation,  not  only  be- 
caufe  they  have  invented  it,  but  becaufe  they 
pretend,  and  with  reafon  too,  that  to  fucceed 
well  therein,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  each 
degree  of  the  fire,  and  continue  it  for  a  phi¬ 
losophical  month,  which  is  forty  days. 

I  have  experienced,  that  a  circulatory,  a 
great  bolt-head,  and  other  veffels,  were  not 
fo  ft  for  this  operation,  as  feveral  fmall  bolt- 

heads, 
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heads,  as  I  have  already  explained  it,  which 
are  far  more  commodious  j  befides,  the  mer¬ 
cury  being  divided  into  many  parts,  receives 
better  the  impreffion  of  the  fire. 

We  may  alledge  as  one  of  the  reafons,  that 
the  redu&ion  of  mercury  to  a  red  powder, 
proceeds  from  the  fmall  particles  of  the  fire& 
which  are  introduced  into  its  pores,  and  which 
have  rarefied  it,  and  imparted  to  its  infenfible 
parts  flill  greater  difpofitions  to  motion  than 
they  naturally  had  :  for  this  very  reafon  its  di¬ 
aphoretic  quality  is  augmented,  and  it  caufes, 
in  many  ftomachs,  irritations  to  vomiting, 
when  they  hand  in  need  of  it. 

If  the  operation  has  been  well  performed, 
there  are  no  hopes  of  being  able  to  revive 
this  mercury,  by  the  ordinary  methods,  to 
running  mercury,  like  the  other  precipitates  ; 
there  is  no  other  way  of  fucceeding  in  it,  but 
by  the  fame  means  which  I  ufe  to  draw 
running  mercury  from  gold  and  filver,  &c. 

Nor  can  we  any  more  hope  to  be  able  to 
give  this  powder  any  other  colour  than  the 
red  which  it  has  acquired,  which  is  the  molt 
perfedl,  by  baking  and  nealing,  and  difenga- 
ging  it  from  its  phlegm,  which,  according  to 
the  expreffion  of  Raymund  Lully,  made  it 
fick  and  hydropical ;  as  is  alfo  done  to  other 
precipitates,  or  corrofive  mercury,  in  the 
manner  following : 

Take  fix  ounces  of  corrofive  mercury,  re« 
duce  it  to  powder,  pour  upon  it  twelve 
ounces  of  hot  water,  clear  and  neat,  rub  the 

whole> 
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whole,  and  let  the  liquor  fettle,  and  gently 
decant  it  off,  filtrate  it,  and  divide  it  into 
three  parts,  which  you  fhall  put  into  three 
different  phials ;  throw  into  one  of  thefe 
phials  a  few  drops  of  oil  of  tartar  per  deli- 
quium,  there  will  incontinently  be  made  a 
red  precipitate. 

Pour  into  another  phial  fome  drops  of  vo¬ 
latile  fpirit  of  fal  armoniac,  there  will  fall 
down  a  white  precipitate. 

Mix  into  the  laft  of  thefe  phials,  between 
five  and  fix  drops  of  lime-water,  and  there 
will  arife  a  yellow  water,  which  is  what  is 
called  phagedenic,  or  ulcerary,  and  is  ufed 
for  deterging  and  curing  ulcers. 

Thefe  changes  in  the  colours  of  thefe  pre¬ 
cipitates  are  owing  to  the  acids,  which  hav¬ 
ing  been  differently  broken  by  the  alkali’s, 
arrange  and  figure  the  parts  of  the  body  pre¬ 
cipitated,  in  a  manner  as  to  be  capable  of 
exciting  different  reflections  of  the  light. 

<$he  quint { [fence  and  rednSlion  of  mercury  into 
•water,  by  means  of  its  diftiilation  without 
any  addition. 

This  operation  is  highly  difficult,  and  re¬ 
quires  all  the  fagacity  of  the  artift  who  would 
undertake  it.  Many  learned  perfons  greatly 
prefer  this  Ample  fpirit  to  the  compound,  be- 
caufe  the  parts  of  the  mercury  are  not  dis¬ 
continued  ,  nor  opened  by  the  aflemblage  and 

addition  of  the  falts  or  fpirits,  and  confe- 

quently 
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quently  receive  not  any  imprefiion  from  their 
mixture  3  ft  is  done  thus : 

Caufe  to  adjuft  upon  your  furnace  a  cruci¬ 
ble,  which  may  be  half  a  foot  above  the 
grate,  lute  over  this  crucible  a  ftone  cucur¬ 
bit  a  foot  and  an  half  in  height,  and  perfo¬ 
rated  above  and  below  equally,  for  receiving 
the  edge  of  the  crucible  within  and  a-top,  for 
the  conveniency  of  putting  a  large  glafs  ca¬ 
pital  over  it  3  there  mu  ft  alfo  be  a  fmall 
fquare  aperture  of  an  inch,  over  the  edge 
which  receives  the  crucible,  with  a  ftopple 
which  fhuts  tight,  for  the  convenience  of 
throwing  the  mercury  into  the  crucible  5  the 
junctures  both  of  the  crucible  and  lower  part 
of  the  cucurbit  rnuft  be  very  cloiely  luted 
with  a  good  luting,  as  alfo  the  jundure  of 
the  capital  5  this  done,  a  gradual  fire  muft  be 
given,  in  order  to  begin  to  heat  the  cru¬ 
cible,  and  which  is  to  be  always  encreafing, 
till  the  neck  of  the  crucible  is  red  ;  in  this 
flate  the  mercury  is  to  be  ready  at  hand,  and 
about  two  drams  of  it  poured  at  once  into 
the  crucible  by  the  fquare  aperture,  which 
muft  be  diredly  flopped  3  the  mercury  will 
pafs  into  the  recipient  in  vapours,  which  will 
be  reduced  in  part  into  running  mercury,  and 
in  part  to  a  clear  liquor  :  and  thus  you  muft 
continue  pouring  and  putting  in  mercury,  till 
you  have  enough  of  it. 

The  recipient  may  be  removed,  and  ano¬ 
ther  fubftituted  in  its  place,  in  order  to  re¬ 
move  die  diftilled  liquor,  and  feparate  from 

►  1* 
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it  the  quickfilver  which  fhall  be  in  body 
or  confidence,  and  for  continuing  the  diftil- 
lation  with  this  very  mercury,  which  is  e- 
qually  good  with  any  other. .  This  fpirit  mud: 
be  rectified  dn  balneo  mar  is,  or  in  an  afh- 
heat ;  by  its  fubtilty  it  penetrates  all  bodies, 
and  expels  all  their  impurities,  by  fenflble  or 
infenfible  perfpiration,  principally  by  fweat ; 
malignant  and  fordid  ulcers  may  be  bathed 
therewith,  and  particularly  thofe  which  pro¬ 
ceed  from  a  pocky  venom  ;  the  dole  is  from 
one  to  four  drops  in  treacle  water. 

There  are  many  beautiful  preparations  of 
mercury,  which  I  might  relate,  but  that 
would  fwell  this  book  too  much  fuch  as 
want  information,  may  confult  both  the  an¬ 
cient  and  modern  authors,  who  have  treated 
of  thefe  matters.  We  have  had  in  thefe  lad: 
days  very  able  chemifts,  the  Glaubers,  Horn? 
bergs,  Febvres,  Lemery,  Geoffrey,  Rothe, 
and  many  others  5  their  writings,  which  may 
be  feen,  and  the  collections  of  the  feveral 
academies,  will  give  full  fatisfaCtion.  And 
in  this  refpect  I  fhall  only  relate  what  is  pro¬ 
perly  my  own,  and  what  1  have  acquired  by 
dint  of  labour  and  experiments.  The  prin¬ 
cipal  thing  here  is,  the  performance,  and  not 
the  limple  fpeculation  and  theory  of  opera- 
rations  •  ’tis  by  practice  alone  we  can  arrive 
at  a  perfeCt  knowledge,  and  acquire  that 
beautiful  fcience,  that  principal  part  of  na¬ 
tural  philofophy,  fo  effential  to  phylick,  and 
highly  fuperior  to  all  others,  which  for  the 

moil 
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in  oft  part  are  founded  only  on  reafonings, 
which  every  one  forms  in  fancy,  a  region  of 
a  vaft  extent,  and  wherein  the  climates  are 
fo  very  different ;  whereas  chemiftry  is  found' 
ed  on  reafon  and  experience. 

If  anatomy  inftrud:  us  in  the  knowledge  of 
the  fprings  of  the  machine,  which  is  the  ob¬ 
ject  of  phyfick,  chemiftry  gives  us  a  folid  in¬ 
light  into  the  liquors  which  nourish  and  fup- 
port  thefe  fprings.  Moreover,  what  anatomy 
fails  in,  chemiftry  fupplies  us  with  the  reme¬ 
dies,  which  alone  are  capable  of  curing  an 
infinite  number  of  difeafes,  as  has  been  al¬ 
ready  demonftrated. 

I  might  in  like  manner,  without  departing 
from  my  fubjedl,  relate  certain  preparations 
of  mercury,  which  have  made  a  good  deal  of 
noife,  and  which  have  been  in  vogue ;  as  thofe 
of  La  Vignea,  Ducayb,  Rotrouc,  La  Brunei 
and  many  others :  but,  befides  that  thefe  re¬ 
medies  are  at  this  day  well  known,  they  be¬ 
come  unneceffary,  and  are  fuperfeded  by  thofe 
we  here  give  the  publick,  and  which  are  far 
better,  I  fhall  therefore  conclude  this  chap- 
ter,  with  the  preparation  of  the  fixed,  philo- 

fophical 

a  De  la  Vigne,  phylician  to  the  king,  and  of  the  faculty  of 
Paris,  has  given  a  preparation  of  mercury,  which  is  called  pa¬ 
nacea,  or  iolar  and  lunar  red  precipitate. 

b  Gervais  Ducay,  a  phyfician  of  Thouloufe,  another  preci¬ 
pitate. 

c  Rotrou  was  a  furgeon  of  S.  Cyr,  who  has  given  fome  re¬ 
medies  for  the  king’s-evil,  and  for  cold  cedematous  humours. 

d  La  Brune  was  a  chemid,  who  fold  his  fecret  to  M.  de 
Louvois.  the  mitiifter.  ’Tis  ufed  at  the  hotel  royale  des  inva  • 
lidcs ;  ’tis  a. mercurial  preparation,  pretty  well  made,  and  which 
differs  little  from  the  ordinary  panacea. 
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fophical  mercury,  without  any  corrofive  ad¬ 
dition,  which  is  the  genuine  panacea,  both 
mineral,  animal,  and  vegetable,  and  which 
will  never  difappoint  the  expectations  of  the 
phyfician  and  patient,  when  difcreetly  ufed* 

I  fhall  add  to  it  a  perfect  quinteffence  of  viper, 
which  is  one  of  the  ingredients  of  this  excel¬ 
lent  remedy. 

T’he  fixed  philofophical  mercury ,  the  animal ,, 
vegetable ,  and  mineral  panacaea ,  without 
corrofive . 

Take  fix  ounces  of  our  red  precipitate,  the  ' 
preparation  of  which  we  have  given  above, 
p.  104.  Reduce  it  to  an  alcohol,  put  it  into  a. 
glafs  body,  add  to  it  four  ounces  of  fpirit  of 
wine,  four  of  efience  of  vipers,  (whofe  prepa¬ 
ration  fhall  be  given  hereafter)  fix  ounces  of 
animal  bezoar,  lies  made  of  the  afhes  of  guai- 
jac,  box- wood,  faffafras-wood,  juniper- wood, 
china-root,  dock-root,  ftorzonera-root,  great 
valerian-root,  zedoary-root  long  and  round, 
feven  ounces  each.  After  having  extracted 
from  them  all  the  falts,  they  are  to  be  well 
ground  and  mixed  with  the  reft  in  a  cucurbit 
with  its  capital,  to  be  luted  with  a  good  lute, 
and  placed  on  the  athanor,  in  a  fand-heat  of 
the  firft  degree,  extremely  moderate ;  the 
matters  are  to  be  left  to  macerate  for  twenty- 
four  hours,  ftirring  them  three  times  a-day  ? 
afterwards  the  matter  being  well  imbibed, 
penetrated,  and  without  any  moifture,  the 
veffel  is  to  be  left  to  cool*  and  the  matter  to 
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be  taken  out,  and  to  be  ground  anew  in  a 
glafs  mortar,  and  reduced  to  an  impalpable 
powder,  which- fhall  be  kept  in  a  cryftal  bot¬ 
tle  well  flopped ;  and  this  proves  a  genuine 
fpecific  in  the  pox,  and  all  its  concomitants, 
and  affords  the  greateft  relief  in  all  phyffck 
for  all  chronical  diffempers,  a  truth  not  to  be 
refufed  by  any  one  ever  fo  little  knowing  in 
matters  of  remedies,  and  their  preparation, 
and  is  what  is  confirmed  by  a  happy  experi¬ 
ence  of  perfons  to  whom  we  have  given  of  it. 
The  dole  is  from  four  to  fix  grains,  and  even 
to  twenty  in  opiates,  pills,  conferves,  extra&s, 
and  other  proper  vehicles. 

Volatile  fpirit  of  human  urine . 

This  fpirit  is  only  the  volatile  fait  refolved 
in  a  little  phlegm,  which  is  done  by  the  way 
of  diftillation  of  the  urine,  and  by  the  repa¬ 
ration  of  the  oil  and  phlegm.  We  may  even 
have  of  this  fpirit  without  fire,  by  mixing 
urine  evaporated  to  the  confiftence  of  a  fyrup, 
in  a  glafs  or  (tone  cucurbit,  with  fome  quick¬ 
lime,  and  adapting  to  the  cucurbit  its  capital 
and  recipient  well  luted ;  die  lime  heating 
the  urine,  a  fpirit  diftils  into  the  recipient, 
which  has  the  fame  virtues  and  properties 
with  that  which  is  procured  by  the  ordinary 
diftillations ;  is  even  more  fubtile,  becaufe  the 
fmall  igneous  bodies  of  the  lime  will  be  mixed 
therewith.  Thefe  fpirits  will  be  particularly 
good  to  make  luminous  phofphorus’s  with ; 
fuch  as  would  work  upon  urine,  will  do  well 

to 
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to  life  that  of  a  young  found  man,  vigorous 
and  of  a  good  conftitution,  and  fuch  as  is 
newly  made,  becaufe  it  contains  more  fait. 


Animal  bezoar . 

’Tis  the  liver  and  heart  of  the  viper,  after 
being  dried  and  pulverifed  ;  they  have  the 
fame  virtue  as  the  powder  of  viper,  but  they 
a£t  with  a  greater  efficacy  when  given  alone. 
The  dofe  is  from  fix  grains  to  half  a  dram* 

Lixivial  fait . 

The  falts  of  mixts  are  divided  into  three 
forts,  fixed,  volatile,  and  effential.  The  fixed, 
is  that  extracted  after  calcination  3  the  calci¬ 
ned  matter  is  boiled  in  a  great  quantity  of 
water,  for  the  fait  to  diffolve 3  the  folution  is 
ftrained  thro’  filtring  paper,  then  all  the  moi- 
fture  is  evaporated,  till  the  fait  is  found  dry 
at  the  bottom  of  the  veffel.  The  falts  of 
plants  procured  in  this  manner,  are  called 
lixivial. 

The  volatile  is  that  which  fublimes  with 
cafe,  when  heated,  as  the  fait  of  animals  3  and 
the  effential  fait  is  that  which  is  drawn  from 
plants  by  .cryftallization  3  this  laft  is  a  mean 
between  the  fixed  and  the  volatile. 

Nothing  has  fo  great  a  proximity  as  the 
two  extremities  •  I  may  fay,  in  this  fenfe,  that 
nothing  approaches  to,  nor  equals  more  the 
pleafure  I  have,  of  communicating  to  the  pub- 
lick  the  compofition  of  the  effence  of  viper* 
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than  the  trouble  I  have  had  to  arrive  at  the 

perfection  of  making  it. 

The  great  commendations  which  all  good 
authors  have  bellowed  upon  this  remedy, 
which,  with  reafon,  is  confidered  as  a  fove- 
reign  fpecifick  in  the  moft  obftinate,  the  molt 
cruel,  and  confiderable  maladies,  have  given 
me  room  to  examine,  with  the  utmoft  accu¬ 
racy,  the  reafons,  the  caufes,  the  effects,  the 
manner  of  treating,  and  generally  every  thing 
that  has  a  relation  to  the  compofition,  admi- 
niftration,  and  uie  of  this  remedy. 

Th  is  is  no  novel  remedy  I  mean  the  know* 
ledge  of  the  virtues  of  the  viper.  Galen  has 
maintained,  that  a  viper,  fuffocated  in  wine, 
has  cured  the  leprofy,  and  furprifingly  purified 
the  mafs  of  blood :  this  method  is  ftill  fol¬ 
lowed  in  fome  countries  $  women  of  a  gallant 
air,  and  curious  about  their  health  and  beauty, 
make  no  fcruple  to  fuffocate  live  and  whole 
vipers,  with  a  view  to  preferve  their  charms, 
their  gracefulnefs,  and  their  good  plight,  and 
to  prevent  the  approach  of  wrinkles  and  other 
mortifying  accidents ;  in  all  which  I  fee  no¬ 
thing  that  is  difcommendable.  The  moft 
noted  courtefans  of  Italy  guard  themfelves 
againft  the  venereal  difeafe  and  its  confequen- 
ces,  by  taking,  in  the  fpring  and  fall,  the 
broth  of  fowl  with  the  ilefh  of  viper,  and 
china-root. 

Cardan  means  to  communicate  a  grand  fe- 
cret  to  thearchbilhop  of  St.  Andrews  in  Scot¬ 
land,  by  informing  him,  that  the  viper  radi- 

'  caily 


Venereal  maladies.  u$ 

tally  cures  the  confumptive,  the  leprous,  and 
the  poxed  $  that  it  fattens  and  reftores  them 
beyond  expectation  i  Take,  fays  he,  a  viper, 
cut  off  its  head  and  tail,  {kin  it,  throw  away 
the  entrails*  and  fave  the  fat ;  cut  the  viper 
in  pieces,  boil  it  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
water  with  benjamin  and  fait,  and  at  laft  add 
parfley  leaves  $  when  well  boiled,  ftrain  the 
broth*  and  boil  a  pullet  in  it ;  in  this  new 
broth  foak  fome  bread ;  give  of  this  broth 
to  the  patient*  and  make  him  eat  of  the  pul- 
let ;  continue  this  food  for  feven  days  fuccef- 
iively,  keeping  the  patient  warm,  and  rub 
him  with  the  fat  of  the  viper  along  the  fpine 
of  the  back  and  the  joints*  as  alfo  the  arteries 
of  the  feet  and  hands*  and  the  bread;:  by 
this  means  the  ulcers  of  the  lungs  are  cured, 
being  expelled,  in  tubercles  and  other  erup¬ 
tions,  to  the  furface  of  the  {kin. 

Quercetanus  mentions  no  lefs  furprifing 
things  about  it*  in  his  pharmacopeia  dogma - 
ticay  and  generally  all  the  authors  of  any 
weight  are  of  the  fame  opinion ;  it  was  the 
fpecifick  remedy  ufed  in  the  cure  of  the  pox 
by  Sebaftian  Aquilano,  James  Catanee*,  and 
John  Beneditto. 

But  the  great  {tumbling-block  has  been  in 
the  manner  of  preparing,  and  of  treating  it  * 
when  the  intention  was  to  procure  fomething 
more  exalted  and  fuperior  to  the  grofs  prepa¬ 
rations  ;  I  mean,  its  pure  volatile  fait,  a  ge¬ 
nuine  quinteffence,  and  to  take  from  it  its 
jtench  and  bad  tafie, 

I  a  We 
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We  fee  the  great  efforts  which  the  moffc 
celebrated  chemical  phyficians  have  made  to 
this  purpofe.  Zwelfer,  phyfician  to  the  em¬ 
peror,  whom  we  may  juftly  rank  of  the 
number,  in  the  remarks  which  he  has  made 
on  the  Auglburg  Difpenfary,  has  attempted 
feveral  ways  of  removing  thefe  two  capital 
defeats ;  and  could  not  fucceed,  but  by  de¬ 
priving  thefe  volatile  falts  of  their  fubtlety, 
and  confequently  of  their  penetrating  and  di¬ 
aphoretic  virtue ;  which  he  did  by  adding 
acids,  which  fixed  the  volatile  alcaline  fait  of 
the  viper. 

Zwelfer  himfelf,  and  Nicolas  le  Febvre, 
that  fkilful  and  experienced  artift,  were  fen- 
fible  of  the  necefiity  and  importance  there 
was  of  removing  this  acid,  and  they  made 
ufe  of  feveral  expedients  for  that  purpofe,  but 
all  in  vain.,*# 

M.  Lemery,  in  his  courfe  of  chemiftry, 
without  mentioning  any  one,  obferves  very 
judicioufly,  that  he  could  not  approve  of  the 
method  of  thofe,  who,  to  divert  the  volatile 
falts  of  their  difagreeable  odour,  mix  them  i 
up  with  fpirit  of  fait  5  for  that  fpirit  fixing  in  1 
part  the  volatile  falts  of  the  viper,  and  de- 
ftroying,  by  its  acidity,  their  quality  of  alcali, 
diminishes  its  virtues,  which  Should  be  thofe 
of  rarifying  the  grofs  humours,  diffipating  a 
part  of  them  by  the  pores,  and  of  deftroying 
the  acids,  which  are  in  too  great  quantity  in 
the  body* 
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It  is  neceffary  to  preferve  all  the  efficacy 
and  energy  of  this  volatile  fait,  and  not  to 
change  its  effence  by  any  addition  ;  fince  it  is 
certain  that  this  volatile  fait,  which  rarifies 
the  humours  of  the  body,  both  becaufe  it  is 
extremely  penetrating,  as  becaufe,  being  an 
alcali,  it  breaks  the  force  of  the  acids  (with¬ 
out  injury  to  the  volatile  fubftances)  which 
keep  the  humours  condenfed ;  after  which 
the  blood,  having  a  briiker  motion  than  it  had 
before,  clears  itfelf  with  more  eafe,  either  by 
perfpiration,  or  by  urine,  of  the  heterogeneous 
matters  which  were  amaffed  therein. 

We  fhould  expedt  from  the  abilities  of 
M.  Lemery,  that  having  obferved  the  defedt 
of  the  artifts  his  predeceffors,  in  the  compo- 
•fition  of  the  volatile  fait,  and  in  the  effence 
of  the  viper,  he  would  have  furnifhed  us 
with  the  fure  means  of  remedying  it ;  but, 
unhappily,  his  preparations  labour  all  under 
the  fame  defedt. 

It  was  therefore  in  fome  meafure  neceffary 
to  be  provided  from  fome  other  quarter,  and  to 
redouble  our  attention  and  care,  and  to  make 
new  experiments  in  examining  in  what  thofe 
of  others  had  failed.  In  this  examen,  I  muff 
own,  to  the  memory  of  the  abbe  Rouffeau, 
fo  well  known  under  the  name  of  Capucin 
du  Louvre ,  phyfician-chemift  to  the  king, 
that  it  is  he  who  has  been  the  moft  ufefully 
ferviceable  to  me.  This  man,  endowed  with 
a  happy  genius,  and  bom  with  a  dilpofition 
for  chemiftry,  has  led  me,  as  it  were,  by  the 

I  3  hand, 
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hand,  at  the  inftant  that  I  defpaired  of  fuc* 

cefs,  and  was  upon  the  point  of  giving  up  alh 

I  fincerely  own.,  that  it  is  to  him  I  am  in 
part  indebted  for  the  fuccefs  of  this  admirable 
remedy,  quite  Ample  in  itfelf,  and  without 
addition,  and  for  having  preferved  all  its  vir-^ 
tue,  its  efficacy,  and  its  properties,  and  for 
being  freed  of  its  bad  fcent  and  tafte,  without 
making  it  lofe  any  of  its  penetrating,  vola-; 
tile,  and  alcaline  virtues. 

There  has  been  a  queftion  darted  among 
the  learned  in  regard  to  the  venom  of  the 
viper,  which,  to  do  it  judice,  is  rather  a  witty 
conceit,  than  a  quedion  of  any  ufefulnefs  for 
procuring  the  health  of  the  body ;  I  fhall 
not,  therefore,  day  to  difcufs  it. 

I  could  with  equal  eafe,  as  Van  Helmont, 
Poterius,  Charas,  Redi,  and  others,  have  gU 
ven  myfeif  fcope,  and  enlarged  on  thefe  mat¬ 
ters  ;  but  all  this  would  only  ferve  to  gratify 
a  little  my  own  vanity,  difguifed  under  the 
fpecious  pretext  of  being  ufeful  to  my  reader. 
To  make  him  dill  more  conceive  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  the  remedy  I  give  him,  in  order  to  1 
make  the  proper  application  of  it,  and  to  be  1 
able  to  derive  from  it  the  falutary  effedts 
which  I  have  propofed  to  myfeif,  it  will  fuf- 
fice  to  know  plainly  and  ingenuoufly,  that  it 
is  a  fovereign  antidote  in  all  venereal  difeafes, 
and  the  mold  efficacious  prefervative  againft 
thefe  diforders,  when  prepared  and  admini*. 
ftered  in  the  manner  I  teach.  The  ?nodu$ 
and  reafon  of  thefe  things,  1  pretend  not  to 

deduo? 
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deduce  a  priori  by  metaphyfical  reafonings. 
We  ought  to  be  contented  to  know,  that  it 
is  the  will  of  God,  that  they  produce  in  us 
fuch  and  fuch  effedts,  and  the  whole  bent  of 
our  minds  fhould  be  employed  to  return  our 
fincere  thankfgivings  to  the  Creator,  for  giving 
us,  by  an  effedt  of  his  goodnefs,  fo  great  a 
remedy  for  the  cure  of  our  difeafes,  which 
very  often,  if  not  always,  are  the  effedts  of 
our  own  diforders. 

I  well  know  that  man  is  not  a  mere  ma¬ 
chine,  but  formed  with  a  capacity  for  rea- 
foning,  which  is  one  of  his  nobleft  privileges ; 
but  at  the  fame  time  I  know,  that  very  often, 
from  an  affedtation  of  running  out  into  fubtle 
reafonings  on  caufes  and  effedts,  he  falls  into 
illufions  and  chimera’s,  into  grofs  and  wretch¬ 
ed  errors.  How  many  famous  inlfances,  to 
this  purpofe,  might  be  ailed ged  of  thofe,  who, 
to  the  reproach  of  humanity,  have  ufurped 
the  pompous  and  magnificent  title  of  philo- 
fophers,  while,  at  molt,  they  deferved  but 
that  of  illuftrious  vifionaries.  But,  without 
farther  preamble,  here  follows  this  admirable 
remedy. 

ST be  ejjence  of  viper,  or  the  anti-venereal ,  of 
the  preparation  of  the  author. 

Take  a  fufficient  quantity  of  vipers,  which 
you  muft  dry  in  the  fun  till  they  can  be  re¬ 
duced  to  a  powder ;  this  powder  you  will 
fearce  in  a  fieve  covered  with  iilk a. 

I  4  Of 

a  It  is  neceflary  to  perform  this  operation  in  the  month  of 
Hay,  or  in  the  beginning  of  June, 
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Of  this  powder,  thus  prepared,  take,  for 
inftance,  four  pounds,  or  any  other  quantity, 
at  pieafure,  with  thrice  the  weight  of  good 
Narbonne h  honey  :  mix  and  put  the  whole 
into  a  good  and  ftaunch  bolt-head  of  glafs, 
filled  two-thirds,  which  you  will  place  in 
the  Hove,  and  leave  to  ferment :  when  the 
fermentation  is  over,  the  whole  muft  be 
poured  into  a  great  veffel,  and  the-  flime, 
which  is  found  at  the  bottom  like  pus,  be 
flirted  up  ;  then  all  thefe  matters  are  to  be 
conveyed  into  the  diflilling  veffel c;  the  recipi¬ 
ent  and  the  capital  muft  be  well  luted,  and  the 
diftillation  be  performed  in  a  fand-heat,  while 
the  matter  boils  and  works  in  the  body  or 
cucurbit,  which  fhould  be  filled  only  to  a 

f  «■ 

third  of  its  capacity,  becaufe  of  the  f welling 
and  heaving  of  the  matters,  which  would 
otherwife  bur  ft  the  body  d. 

After 

b  Narbonne,  a  town  of  Languedoc,  very  ancient,  whofe 
archbifhop  is  primate  of  tbe  Narbonnefe  Gaul,  and  prefident 
of  the  ftates  of  the  province.  The  honey,  which  is  produced, 
in  its  territory,  where  there  are  a  great  many  bee-hives,  is 
very  excellent,  particularly  the  king-honey,  white,  and  knel¬ 
ling  of  violets. 

c  Jt  will  be  obfcrved,  contrary  to  the  ordinary  courfe  of  the 
diftillation  of  all  other  forts  of  fielh,  that  the  fpirits  and  the 
volatile  halts  rife  firft  before  the  phlegm.  Thefe  fpirits  have 
fo  great  a  degree  of  penetrancy,  that  there  is  difficulty  to  hin¬ 
der  their  getting  through  the  luting  at  the  juncture  of  the  vef- 
fels ;  ’tis  here,  that  both  the  addrefs  and  the  patience  of  the 
artift,  are  equally  neceftary. 

d  To  obviate  every  miftake,  here  follows  the  manner  of 
dping  this  diftillation,  or  evaporation  of  the  phlegm.  After 
having  drawn  oft',  by  diftillation,  as  has  been  explained,  the 
fpirits  and  volatile  falts,  which  are  left  on  the  lire,  for  the 
phlegm  to  evaporate,  the  whole,  if  you  will,  may  be  poured 
into  earthen  pipkins,  to  have  the  looner  done  5  but  it  is  much 

better-, 
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After  all  the  fpirit  and  volatile  fait  has  dis¬ 
tilled,  and  that  the  phlegm  is  in  like  manner 
diftilled  apart,  or  evaporated  to  drinefs,  at  a 
flow  fire,  what  remains,  at  the  bottom  of  the 
alembic  muft  be  taken  out,  powdered,  put 
into  a  luted  retort,  and  diftilled  by  a  gradual 
reverberatory  fire,  to  extraCt  from  it  new  falts, 
and  a  black  and  pungent  oil,  which  is  to  be 
rectified  two  or  three  times  at  leaft ;  it  will 
only  be  a  better  way,  for  a  greater  degree  qf 
perfection,  to  mix  and  knead  up  thefe  vola¬ 
tile  falts,  oils,  and  fpirits,  with  afhes  well  elix- 
ated,  edulcorated  and  dried ;  and  diftil  and 
rediftil  them  afterwards,  till  the  whole  is 
pretty  pure,  and  has  depofited  all  its  empy- 
reuma  and  bad  fcent.  As  to  the  fixed  fait, 
you  will  extract  it  from  the  caput  mortuum ; 
after  this  laft  violent  diftillation,  which  you 
will  do  in  the  common  manner,  by  elixivia- 
tion,  filtration,  and  evaporation  5  you  will 
take  care  to  purify  well  this  fait,  by  many  re¬ 
peated  folutions,  in  the  phlegm,  or  in  rain¬ 
water,  till  it  is  very  pure,  and  very  white, 
and  melts  in  a  foft  heat  like  wax.  The  fait 

i 

being  thus  prepared,  you  will  add  it  to  the 
fpirit  rectified  repeatedly,  and  perfectly  de- 
phlegmated,  which  you  have  combined  with 
the  oil  and  volatile  fait,  and  mixing  the  whole 
in  a  bolt-head  with  a  long  neck,  perfectly 

well 

better,  Amply  to  remove  the  recipient,  into  which  the  fpirits 
and  volatile  falts  (hall  have  palfed,  and  apply  another,  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  diftillation,  in  order  to  preferve  the  phlegm,  which 
has  great  virtues  in  many  difeafes ;  among  others,  thofe  of  the 
eyes,  curing  every  pain,  inflammation,  fpeck,  and  even  recent 
catarrhs ;  it  furprifmgly  preferves  the  fight. 
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well  flopped,  you  will  put  it  in  digeflion  In 
the  foft  heat  of  afhes  on  the  athanor,  for 
fifteen  days,  to  the  end  that  an  homogeneous 
whole,  and  a  genuine  and  perfed  quintet* 
fence,  may  be  made  of  all  its  parts. 

Its  colour  is  a  beautiful  yellow,  as  if  it 
were  a  tin  dure  of  gold,  without  any  tafte, 
odour,  or  fign  of  a  brandy  or  honey  $  becaufe 
honey,  by  the  univerfality  of  its  nature,  affi- 
milates  with  every  thing  in  the  fermentation, 
chiefly  with  vipers,  which  are  almoft  only 
nourifhed  by  the  fpirit  of  the  air,  of  honey, 
and  the  dew,  which  they  lick  upon  the  plants. 

There  is  a  degree  of  patience  requifite  to 
the  performing  this  beautiful  operation  ;  and 
I  cannot  imagine  that  an  artift,  who  is  ac¬ 
quainted  with  nature,  can  forbear  owning, 
that  this  effence,  being  made  as  I  have  defcri- 
bed  it,  is  not  fomething  uncommon  and  in¬ 
valuable,  and  worthy  of  the  largeft  commen¬ 
dations,  feeing  it  prefer ves  health  and  life, 
reftores  the  vigour  of  old  people  and  languifh- 
ing  patients,  and,  in  a  word,  repairs  nature  in 
ail  its  extent.  Its  virtues  are  admirable  for  . 
its  penetrancy  and  furprifing  adion  in  the 
raofl;  defperate  cafes,  efpecially  upon  giving 
of  it  an  hour  after  an  emetick,  in  apoplexies 
or  lethargies,  reftoring  fuddenly  both  the  ufe 
of  fpeech  and  of  reafon. 

It  is  extraordinary  for  women  in  child  bed, 
for  the  diforders  of  the  fex,  in  flow  and  ma¬ 
lignant  fevers,  the  purple  and  peftilential,  and 
in  intermittents  j  in  the  fmall-pox,  the  epb 

s  lepfy* 
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lepfy,  or  falling-ficknefs,  the  apoplexy,  palfv% 
ifchiatic,  rheumatifm,  gout;  in  hyfleric  dif- 
orders,  and  generally  in  the  flinging  or  bite 
of  all  venomous  beafts. 

’Tis  one  of  the  greateft  and  moft  infallible 
counter-poifons  in  the  world,  and  a  never- 
failing  prefervative  againft  all  venereal  difeafes, 
radically  curing  the  great  pox,  be  it  never  fo 
inveterate,  if  added,  as  has  been  explained* 
to  the  philofophic  mercury ;  and  eaufing,  as 
by  miracle,  all  the  fymptoms  of  it  to  difap^ 
pear. 

The  dofe  is  from  half  a  fcruple  to  two 
fcruples,  in  good  old  wine,  in  broth  and  other 
liquors,  appropriated  according  to  the  exi¬ 
gency  of  the  cafe  and  circumftances,  and  the 
advice  of  the  phyfician. 

Observations  on  the  compofition  of  this,  adwii^ 

rable  quint e fence. 

Tho'  M.  Roufieau,  whom  we  have  fol¬ 
lowed,  mentions  not  the  fixed  fait  of  the  viper, 
which  is  found,  as  it  were,  buried  in  the  ca¬ 
put  mortuum,  yet  we  fcruple  not  to  admit  it 
into  our  compofition,  becaufe  it  is  to  be  pre¬ 
fumed,  that  it  is  only  by  an  omiflion  of  the 
editor,  who  has  publiihed  his  works,  or  of 
the  printer,  that  we  find  not  in  the  book  a 
part  fo  efiential  and  fo  neceffary,  as  the  fixed 
fait,  towards  the  perfection  of  the  quintef- 
fence ;  a  thing  which  lo  able  and  knowing 
an  author  could  not  have  been  ignorant  of, 
©r  negleCted, 
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"Tis  true,  fome  pretender  to  learning  might 
fay,  that  fince  all  the  virtue  and  efficacy  of 
the  remedy  derived  from  the  viper  confifts 
in  its  great  volatility,  far  from  being  needful 
to  add  to  it  the  fixed  frit,  that,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  it  fhould  be  entirely  excluded,  to  the 
end  its  volatility  might  not  be  impaired ;  but 
one  that  would  reafon  thus  would  be  far 
from  doing  it  confequentially,  and  would  de¬ 
part  from  natural  principles,  as  he  would  be 
ignorant,  that  it  is  only  in  the  center  of  the 
fixed  fait,  that  the  foul,  which  is  the  princi¬ 
ple  of  all  motion  and  of  all  adlion,  refides  ; 
that  it  is  fhe  which  caufes  the  fpirits,  which 
are  the  inftruments  fire  ufes  in  her  operations, 
to  move  and  to  adt,  That  thefe  fpirits,  re- 
fembling,  as  it  were,  the  hands,  arms,  and 
legs  of  a  man,  being  feparated  from  the  body, 
exercife  not  the  fundtions  thereof,  becaufe 
they  are  no  longer  directed  by,  nor  united  to 
the  foul ;  and  that  if  thefe  volatile  fpirits  adt 
upon  bodies,  without  uniting  them  to  their 
fixed  filt,  ’tis  only  becaufe  there  is  always 
fome  portion  of  the  fixed  fait,  which  is 
diffolved  by,  and  united  to  the  fpirit  j  fo  that 
by  combining  and  uniting  with  them  infepa- 
rably  all  their  fixed  fait,  well  purified,  their 
action  will  be  incomparably  fixonger,  and 
their  virtue  more  efficacious. 

'Tis  not  out  of  a  fulfom  flattery  I  bellow 
thefe  commendations  on  M.  Rondeau,  Tis 
out  of  a  principle  of  j  office.  I  am  well  ap« 
prifed,  that  when  we  have  made  choice  of  an 

author 
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author  for  our  model,  we  are  apt  to  imagine 
we  fhould  do  an  injury  to  our  own  judgment* 
if  we  did  not  load  him  with  the  greateft  and 
moft  pompous  commendations ;  but  very  of¬ 
ten  what  is  more  lingular  is,  that  the  incenfo 
we  give  the  author  we  have  adopted,  ferves 
alfo  to  feed  our  own  vanity  ;■  a  defedt  fo  be¬ 
witching,  that  the  moft  fcrupulous  are  not 
eafily  on  their  guard  againft  it. 

No,  I  repeat  it  j.  M.  Rouffeau  was  not  un¬ 
acquainted  with  the  neceffity  there  was  of 
combining,  in  the  compofition  of  this  reme¬ 
dy,  the  fixed  with  the  volatile  fait ;  we  need 
only  caft  our  eyes  upon  his  own  reflections 
on  this  operation,  to  be  convinced  thereof ; 
he  relates,  and  puts  in  its  proper  light,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  doftrine  of  the  greateft 
matters  in  the  art,  of  whom  he  was  a  worthy 
difciple. 

We  have  but  few  offences  of  this  fort  5 
operators  are  well  apprifed  how  difficult  it  is 
to  unite  the  oils  with  the  falts.  There  will 
not  fail  criticks,  who  will  alledge,  perhaps* 
that  it  is  an  eafy  matter,  but  we  ought  to 
confider  them  as  impoftors,  till  they  have 
given  us  a  method  of  their  own  invention  for 
fucceeding  therein.  That  of  Sylvius  was  not 
abfolutely  perfedt ;  of  this  we  may  judge  by 
the  phylical  principles  I  have  laid  down,  and 
which  Sylvius,  who  was  a  very  able  man, 
would  not  have  difclaimed.  Becaufe,  with¬ 
out  confidering  the  oil  of  the  fecond  diftilla- 
lion,  there  is  ftill  another  more  volatile,  uni” 
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ted  by  fermentation  with  the  falts  and  vdk* 
tile  fpirits  of  the  firft  diftillation,  which  has 
paffed  over  with  the  phlegm;  and  thus  I 
mix  not  this  fecond,  and  more  fixed  oil,  to 
render  my  effence  oily,  as  it  is  fueh  already, 
but  in  order  to  mix  the  fixed  with  the  vola¬ 
tile,  and  to  accomplifh  in  this  effence  the 
mixtion  of  all  the  elements. 

*Tis  no  inconfiderable  myftery  of  fermen¬ 
tation,  that  it  performs  the  manifeft  repara¬ 
tion  of  the  elements*  and  brings  to  light  the 
different  properties  of  what  is  contained  in 
the  mixts,  which,  without  that  operation, 
could  never  be  diftinguifhed  ;  for  who  could 
have  thought,  that  in  animals  there  are  two 
forts  of  volatile  falts,  two  forts  of  oils*  and 
two  forts  of  fpirits.  In  fine,  is  there  in  the 
whole  compafs  of  nature,  not  to  mention  the 
alkaheft,  any  other  means  known,  than  that 
of  fermentation  to  feparate  them,  and  exhibit 
them  apart  and  diftind ;  which,  however,  be¬ 
ing  feparated  in  a  way  fo  natural,  we  cannot 
help  owning,  but  that  it  is  making  a  very  ex- 
ad  analyfis,  and  a  kind  of  purification  and 
feparation  of  the  pure  from  the  impure,  the 
moil  excellent  kind  that  is  to  be  found  in 
the  whole  compafs  of  chemiftry ;  and  confe- 
quently  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the  re-union 
of  thefe  principles,  thus  purified  and  analyfed, 
ought  to  form  a  perfedion  of  effence  not 
comparable  to  any  other. 

This  is  the  celeftial  fun,  and  this  the  ter- 
reflrial  fun,  of  which  Cofmopolites  fpeaks, 

and 
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and  which  is  found  in  the  three  fublunary 
kingdoms,  whofe  rays  re-united  together, 
make  the  miracle  of  the  unity  in  a  fimplicity 
of  eflence,  formed  of  three  principles  $  radii 
radiis  junguntur  ad  perpetrandam  rei  unita - 
tem<>  fays  Hermes. 

This  ihould  be  underftood  in  the  fame 
manner  in  the  mineral  and  metallick  king¬ 
dom,  for  Hermes  and  Cofmopolites  have 
fpoken  in  general  of  all  the  three  kinds,  as 
it  is  diftinftly  particularifed  in  tabula  fma- 
ragdina :  Habet  tres  partes  philofophia ,  &  tales 
Junt  totius  mundi . 

’Tis  here  the  fame  as  in  the  great  work , 
on  which  the  philofophers  have  written  fo 
much,  which  they  fay  to  be  eompofed  of 
male  and  of  female,  of  fuperior  and  of  in¬ 
ferior  ;  whofe  inferior  is  their  mercury,  com- 
pofed  in  its  limplicity  of  a  fait,  a  fulphur, 
and  a  mercury ;  and  the  fuperior  is  their  ful¬ 
phur,  alfo  compofed  of  a  fait,  a  fulphur,  and 
a  mercury  :  ’tis  the  fame,  I  fay,  here,  where 
we  fee  the  inferior,  or  the  female,  which  is 
the  mixture  of  the  fait,  of  the  oil,  and  Ids 
fubtle  fpirit ;  and  the  fuperior,  or  the  mate, 
which  has  alfo  its  composition  of  fait,  oil,  and 
fpirit,  which  apart  are  ineompleat  and  im- 
perfedh 

And  therefore  they  muflt  be  re-united  and 
married  together,  as  the  mercury  and  the  ful¬ 
phur  of  the  philofophers,  which  fpring  from 
the  fame  root  5  and  then  wejiave  a  compleat 

effence* 
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effence,  entire  and  perfedt,  for  the  fupp6f£ 
and  prolongation  of  life. 

It  is  eafy  to  judge,  that  the  wine  of  Ray- 
mund  Lully*  of  which  he  fpeaks  in  fo  many 
places,  is  not  a  thing  remote  from  this ;  for 
it  is  known,  that  the  wine  of  the  vine  is 
neither  animal  nor  mineral ;  and  that  by  the 
term  vinunti  we  are  to  underftand,  a  vinous 
adtion  of  each  kingdom,  which  makes  its 
brandy  and  its  tartar  after  its  own  manner*  . 
and  which  muft  be  united  by  volatilization : 
this  is  what  we  find  by  experience  in  this 
operation  upon  animals  ;  which  having  un¬ 
dergone  a  fermentative  corruption,  natural 
and  not  cadaverous,  give  forth,  before  the 
phlegm,  fpirits  and  volatile  falts,  which  are  a 
brandy  of  the  kind;  and  the  true  vital  fpirits, 
and  others,  after  the  phlegm,  which  are  the 
tartar,  or  the  fixed  fait  volatilifed. 

We  may,  in  the  fame  manner  that  we  do 
vipers,  prepare  every  other  fort  of  animal, 
and  extradt  from  them  the  perfedt  efiences, 
which  would  be  entirely  fpirituous  aliments, 
of  an  anticipated  digeftion,  which  fhould  not 
only  fupply  the  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach,  but 
fpirit  it  with  the  other  common  aliments,  to 
perform  more  ufefully  and  perfedtly  the  func¬ 
tions  which  old  age  or  difeafes  forbid ;  and  it 
would  be  no  mean  fupport  for  the  infirm  and 
the  aged  ;  becaufe  there  is  the  fame  difference 
between  thefe  efiences,  and  the  flefh  from 
which  they  are  extracted,  as  we  obferve  be¬ 
tween  the  wine  and  the  grape ;  fince,  as  we 

have 
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have  fhewn,  thefe  eflences  are  properly  a  ge¬ 
nuine  animal  wine,  of  the  nature  of  our  vital 
lpirits. 

In  line,  it  is  only  by  an  afliduous  and  un¬ 
interrupted  labour,  and  upon  thefe  principles*, 
that  we  can  come  to  acquire  fuch  rare  and 
precious  treafures ;  as  M.  de  Fontenelle  ex¬ 
tremely  well  obferves,  ’tis  by  imitating  and 
counterfeiting  nature ,  we  fometimes  precure 
her  fecrets . 
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ON 

Venereal  Maladies. 


PART  SECOND. 

BOOK  I. 

In  which  are  explained y  the  feveral  methods  of 
treating  the  pox  $  fuch  as  the  way  of  extinc¬ 
tion  and  falivation ,  and  the  other  way  of 
taking  mercury  internally ,  after  the  purifi¬ 
cation  and  reduction  of  it  to  a  pure  quin- 
teffence * 


C  H  A  P.  I.  ; 

Containing  a  very  accurate  explanation  of  the 
method  of  cure  and  treatment  of  the  pox>  in 
the  way  of  extinction. 

IT  is  ever  not  only  a  piece  of  common  j  la¬ 
ttice,  but  of  advantage  too,  to  put  in  the  j 
heft  light  poffible  the  opinion  we  would  op- 
pofe ;  for  we  never  better  come  to  difcover 

all. 
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ail  the  weaknefs  thereof,  than  after  we  are 
made  fenlible  of  all  its  ftrength. 

To  that  purpofe  I  am  going  to  make  choice 
of  the  beft  authors  who  have  treated  of  thefe 
matters  3  I  mean  pradifed,  the  one  the  way 
of  the  extindion  of  the  pocky  venom,  and 
the  others  the  method  of  falivation.  And 
to  proceed  in  this  with  fome  order,  and  with¬ 
out  prejudices,  I  fhall  lay  open  their  true 
opinions  and  writings,  viz.  For  the  firft  me¬ 
thod,  thofe  of  M.  Guifard a  dodor  of  phyfick 
at  Montpellier,  and  of  M.  Haquenot b,  coun- 
fellor  in  the  court  of  accompts,  aids,  and  fi¬ 
nances  there,  profeffor  of  phylick  in  the  uni— 
verfity,  and  member  of  the  royal  fociety  of 
fciences,  a  man  of  learning  and  uncommon 
knowledge,  as  may  be  feen  from  a  difcourfe 
he  pronounced  on  this  fubjed  in  the  affembly 
of  the  academy  of  Montpellier,  on  the  21  ft  of 
January  1734,  which  I  (hall  fet  forth,  as  it  is 
a  rare  and  very  inftrudive  piece,  containing 
a  new  method ;  which  may,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  be  reckoned  to  ftrike  a  mean  between 
the  other  two  methods. 

K  2  As 

a  M.  Guifard,  doctor  of  phyfick  in  the  univerfity  of  Mont* 
pellier,  has  publifhed  a  practical  differtation  on  venereal  dif- 
■cafes,  by  way  of  a  letter  }  and  gives  us  an  inilance,  how  wit 
and  genius  are  capable  of  adorning  every  fubjed,  and  render¬ 
ing  it  agreeable  in  the  epiftolary  ftile.  He  has  behdes  pub- 
lifiied  the  method  of  curing  wounds,  which  is  likewife  a  very 
good  performance. 

b  M.  Haquenot  has  publifhed  feveral  fmall  works,  prefera¬ 
ble  for  their  folidity  to  whole  large  volumes.  To  the  beauty 
of  his  genius  he  has  joined  a  courfe  of  confummate  practice 
and  experience.  He  is  often  fent  for  to  the  greateft  cities  of 
the  kingdom,  for  the  cure  and  relief  of  patients. 
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As  to  the  fecond  method,  which  is  that  of 
ftrong  frictions  and  copious  falivations,  I  fhall 
make  ufe  of  the  writings  and  method  of  Dr. 
Aftruc,  whofe  very  name  alone  is  a  compleat 
encomium;  his  reputation  is  uni verfally  known, 
and  fpread  far  and  near  ;  a  reputation  he  has 
iuftly  merited,  from  the  number  of  his  works, 
in  the  different  branches  of  fcience,  hiftory, 
and  polite  literature. 

The  reafons  which  each  advances  for  the 
eftablifhing  his  method,  will  ferve  as  fo  many 
arguments  againft  thofe  very  methods  them- 
felves,  which  mutually  contradidt  and  deftroy 
each  other  ;  which  fhews,  that  they  have  no 
infallible  and  certain  method  for  the  perfedt 
and  radical  cure  of  this  dileafe  ;  that  the  cure 
can  only  be  confidered  as  palliative ;  that  by 
its  means  they  cannot  promife  themfelves  a 
renewal  and  perfedt  purification  of  the  blood, 
which,  notwithftanding,  is  the  principal  point; 
that  they  run  their  patients  to  the  greateft 
hazards  and  extremities,  which  are  almoft 
ever  followed  by  the  mod:  obftinate  and  fatal 
fVmptoms ;  that  things  brought  to  this  pafs* 
have  made  M.  Chambau,  firft  phyfician  to 
Sobieiky  king  of  Poland,  to  pronounce,  in  his 
pradtice  of  phyfick,  this  difeafe  incurable.  In 
a  word,  let  us  fpeak  our  mind  freely;  if  the 
fpecifick  for  the  cure  of  this  malady  be  known, 
the  manner  of  preparing  and  adminiftering  it 
is  not.  This  is  what  I  have  already  proved 
in  the  former  part  of  this  work,  by  teaching 
the  ways  to  be  obferved  and  pradtifed,  in  or- 
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der  to  attain  to  the  purification  and  prepara¬ 
tion  of  this  remedy.  I  have  made  no  fecret 
of  it,  being  perfuaded,  in  all  refpefts,  that 
men  Handing  on  their  probity,  their  candour, 
and  honour,  fhould  have  no  fecrets  of  this 
nature ;  on  the  contrary,  fhould  fhew  their 
eagernefs  to  difcover  them ;  too  happy  for 
them,  if  without  examining  from  what  quar¬ 
ter  the  good  that  is  offered  proceeds,  we 
know  how  to  avail  ourfelves,  and  make  a 
good  ufe  of  it :  too  happy,  I  fay,  if  in  doing 
juftice  to  another,  we  could  do  it  to  ourfelves, 
and  Hide  a  fet  of  prejudices,  and  a  certain 
pride,  which  taints  all  our  adtions,  and  blinds 
our  minds  to  that  degree,  that  we  imagine  it 
impoffible  for  any  other  but  ourfelves  to  be 
capable  of  doing  fervice  to  the  publick. 

I  fincerely  and  honefily  declare,  that  it  is 
not  in  the  fpirit  of  Angularity,  I  have  under¬ 
taken  to  communicate  the  new  means  of  cure 
of  the  venereal  difeafe,  which  I  look  upon  as 
the  fcourge  of  the  divine  vengeance  for  the 
chaftifement  of  mankind ;  neither  is  it  in  the 
view  of  having  the  idle  pleafure  of  oppofing 
the  fentiments  of  others,  or  of  a  fuming  a 
fuperiority  over  them ;  very  far  from  it ;  I 
know  nothing  fo  common  and  fo  general, 
and  at  the  fame  time  fo  humbling  a  con  fede¬ 
ration,  as  that  inconftancy  in  opinions,  which 
prevails  in  every  man.  For  my  particular, 
my  foie  view  is  to  be  ferviceable  to  the  pub- 
hck  9  this  is  all  the  recompence  I  delire.  In 
other  refpedts,  being  an  enemy  to  every  thing 

K  3  which 
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which  has  the  air  of  difpute,  and  of  minute 
and  frivolous  difcuffions,  which  I  entirely 
give  up,  being  perfuaded  that  generally  it  an- 
fwers  no  other  end  than  that  of  irritating  the 
minds  of  men,  or  embroiling  the  fubjedt  •  I 
willingly  fubmit  to  the  decifion  of  the  judi¬ 
cious  publick,  to  whofe  fervice  I  have  for  a 
long  time  devoted  myfelf,  by  every  degree  of 
labour  and  painful  toil.  And  now  taking  up 
my  fubjedt,  let  us  give  the  hearing  to  the 
oracles  of  the  method  of  extindtion  of  the 
pocky  virus.  M.  Guifard  is  the  perfon  firft 
to  Ipeak. 

Letter  VIIIa. 


In  anfwer  to  the  queftion  regarding  the 
manner  of  treating  venereal  difeafes,  contain¬ 
ing  a  defeription  of  the  method  of  their  treat¬ 
ment  at  Montpellier, 

Sir, 

1%/F  Y  defign  was  not  to  flop  there,  but  con* 
tinues  always  in  view,  and  the  fame. 
You  (hall  be  fully  informed  in  every  thing  $ 
purpofing  to  make  nothing  a  fecret  to  you. 
1-fere  follows,  without  any  referve,  both  the  i' 
manner  of  treating  the  difeafe,  and  the  molt 
infallible  means  of  guarding  again#  every 
fymptom. 

Upon  our  affurance  that  the  patient  ftands 
in  need  of  the  remedy,  we  begin  to  prepare 

him 


*  This  letter  is  taken  from  the  book  of  M.  Guifard,  a 
practical  differtation  on  venereal  difeafes,  dedicated  to  M.  de 
la  Peyronie,  confuting  phyfician  and  firft  furgeoa  to  the  king,, 
panted  at  Pans  in  1743,  p.  144, 
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him  in  a  proper  manner  ;  and  I  infift  fo  much 
the  more  upon  a  nice  obfervance  of  that  pre¬ 
liminary  preparation,  as  that  therein  even 
confifts  all  the  fecret  of  a  happy  cure.  In 
this  intention  I  caufe  him  to  be  blooded  in 
the  arm,  and  the  day  following  I  order  a 
common  purge,  and  the  third  I  put  him  on 
the  ufe  of  the  bath. 

If  the  patient  be  of  a  good  conftitution, 
and  be  judged  capable  to  bear  the  bath  with 
eafe,  he  is  to  ufe  it  morning  and  evening. 
On  coming  out  of  the  bath,  I  give  him 
meat-broth,  feafoned  with  eichory  or  borage  ; 
fometimes  the  broth  is  made  of  a  pullet  only ; 
or  barley  pudding,  pure  milk,  or  milk  and 
water,  with  a  light  decodtion  of  barley,  mai¬ 
den-hair,  or  even  with  pure  fpring- water,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  different  intentions  of  nourifh- 
ing,  recruiting  the  ftrength,  moiftening,  di¬ 
luting,  and  tempering. 

The  number  of  baths  is  not  always  the 

a*  - 

fame,  there  are  fome  practitioners  who  only 
give  ten  or  twelve  ;  I,  for  my  part,  order  a 
fcore  at  leaft,  every  time  a  patient  can  bear  it; 
fometimes  I  order  a  greater  number,  in  the 
cafe  of  a  patient,  who  being  of  a  dry  tempe¬ 
rament,  requires  a  more  extenfive  prepara-* 
tion.  If  a  patient  be  fatigued  with  two  baths 
a-day,  I  order  no  more  than  one,  and  for  that 
reafon  to  continue  the  longer  in  it. 

After  a  courfe  of  the  bath,  the  patient  is 
blooded  anew,  and  the  next  day  purged  ;  and 
to  calm  the  impreffions  of  this  fecond  medi- 

K  4  cine* 
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cine,  a  bath  or  two  more,  if  you  will,  may  be 

ordered. 

Here  a  new  regimen  commences,  and 
claims  the  greateft  attention  of  the  phyfician. 
The  patient  is  difcharged  all  ufe  of  meat,  his 
drink  to  be  a  light  ptifan  of  maiden-hair,  or 
wild  poppies  j  to  which  is  added,  if  thought 
proper,  a  little  fal  prunel,  or  purified  nitre,  to 
make  it  diuretic ;  or  if  he  fhould  happen  to 
diflike  it,  His  enough  to  diffolve  a  drachm  of 
purified  nitre  in  a  pint  of  fpring-  water.  The 
intention  is  to  prepare  the  patient,  and  open 
at  the  fame  time  a  free  paffage  for  the  mciv 
cury,  which  foon  comes  to  mix  and  circulate 
with  the  blood. 

Tho’  the  ufe  of  wine  be  commonly  difal- 
lowed,  there  are  cafes  in  which  it  may,  with¬ 
out  reftridtion,  be  allowed,  providing  it  be 
well  diluted,  and  drank  moderately;  but  above 
all  when  the  patient  is  not  heated ;  though  it 
is  ftill  better  to  abftain  from  it  entirely. 

Thefe  things  being  well  obferved,  the  re¬ 
medy  is  begun  with  a  porringer  of  milk, 
which  is  given  the  patient  an  hour  or  two 
before  he  gets  out  of  bed >  he  is  to  dine  on 
a  mefs  of  porridge,  with  a  couple  of  frefli  eggs 
and  a  piece  of  bread,  upon  which  he  drinks 
two  or  three  draughts  of  a  ptifan.  If  he 
has  taken  his  milk  fo  very  early,  as  not  to  be 
able  to  wait  till  dinner-time  without  taking 
fomething  in  the  mean  time,  let  him  eat  a 
piece  of  bread  or  a  bifcuit,  to  make  him 
drink  twice.  The  collation  fhah  in  like  man>? 
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ner  confift  of  a  piece  of  bread  or  bifcuit,  and 
two  glafles  of  ptifan;  and  at  laft  he  is  to 
have  a  mefs  of  porridge  for  fupper,  with 
fome  fre/h  eggs,  as  at  dinner. 

For  the  porridge  at  night,  a  cream  of  rice 
or  barley  in  broth,  milk  or  pure  water  is 
fubftituted  3  at  bed-time  a  fecond  porringer 
of  milk,  like  that  in  the  morning,  is  exhi¬ 
bited, 

Tho’  it  be  not  cuftomary  to  indulge  the 
patient  with  meat,  he  may  however  be  al¬ 
lowed  a  little;  ’tis  probably  only  the  quan¬ 
tity  which  hurts,  and  fhould  a  patient  be  fa- 
tisfied  with  little,  there  will  be  no  harm*  in 
gratifying  him.  I  have  obferved  that  the 
regimen,  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  juft 
now  given,  difgufts  exceedingly  3  fo  many 
eggs  become  at  length  a  very  bad  fort  of 
nourifhment,  patients  acquire  a  loathing  for 
them,  and  in  a  few  days  complain  of  four 
belchings,  fomething  refembling  rotten  eggs; 
and  even  commonly  it  happens,  that  the  col- 
ledtion  of  thefe  juices  ill  elaborated,  produces 
dwellings,  which  fatigue  and  tire  out  the  pa¬ 
tient  in  a  furprifing  manner,  and  often  caufe 
a  lofs  of  appetite.  And  for  thefe  reafons  it  is 
I  have  refolved  not  to  give  eggs  but  at  times  • 
for  inftance,  three  or  four  times  a  week  :  but 
when  perfuaded  of  the  moderation  of  a  pa¬ 
tient,  and  that  I  can  depend  upon  his  fobriety, 
I  make  no  fcruple  of  indulging  him  with  a 
little  boiled  meat  for  dinner,  and  roafted  for 
flipper :  but  when  all  is  faid,  meat,  taken  in 

moderation, 
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moderation,  engenders  no  more  corruption 
than  eggs,  which  are  eaten  evening  and  morn¬ 
ing  for  a  month  and  a  half  running ;  and  we 
flhould  be  under  no  apprehenfions  of  being 
obliged  to  purge  the  patient  in  the  one  cafe 
more  than  in  the  other,  before  the  remedy  is 
finifhed. 

The  reafon  of  ordering  a  light  nourifh- 
ment  is,  not  only  becaufe  the  mercury  would 
lofe  the  facility  of  circulating  with  the  blood, 
if  the  veffels  were  too  replete,  from  an  over¬ 
abundant  nourifhment  \  but  alfo,  becaufe  it 
would  endanger  a  patient  a  little  over-fed,  and 
difcontinuing  his  ordinary  courfe  of  exercife, 
to  fall  into  fome  putrid  fever  or  other. 

The  patient  being  duly  prepared  by  bleed¬ 
ings,  purges,  and  baths,  what  remain  are  the 
remedy,  and  the  proper  cautions  to  be  ob- 
ferved  therein.  The  unguent  is  commonly 
made  with  one-third  part ;  that  is,  to  one 
part  of  mercury,  extinguifhed  or  killed  with 
turpentine,  are  put  two  parts  of  hog’s-lard, 
and  the  whole  is  beat  in  a  marble  mortar  for 
thrice  twenty- four  hours,  to  the  end  the  parts 
of  the  mercury  may  divide  and  mix  exactly 
with  the  lard.  Care  is  taken,  before  any  thing 
is  done,  to  examine  the  patient’s  mouth,  and 
b}7  that  may  be  judged  the  changes  which 
may  afterwards  happen,  and  which  ought  to 
be  forefeen. 

Thefe  things  being  attended  to,  and  the 
cloth  or  flannel  breeches  and  hofe  prepared, 
the  patient  is  placed  by  the  fire,  unlefs  the 
4.  feafon 
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feafon  be  too  hot,  for  there  are  circumftances 
when  we  cannot  chufe  our  own  time,  nor  put 
off  from  one  feafon  to  another ;  and  the  boy 
who  waits,  having  heated  wTell  his  hands, 
moves  them  for  fome  time  on  the  part  he  is 
to  anoint,  in  the  intention  of  opening  the 
texture  of  the  {kin. 

After  this,  the  phyflcian,  who  conduits 
the  cure,  gives  the  quantity  of  the  unguent, 
which  he  judges  neceffary  for  the  propofed 
fridion,  which  the  boy  fpreads  on  all  the 
part  ;  and  immediately  after,  preffing  hard 
with  the  palms  of  both  hands,  begins  to  rub 
equally  and  uninterruptedly.  And  there  is  no 
further  trouble  needful  about  weighing  the 
unguent,  which  each  fridion  requires  $  the 
bufinefs  being  only  to  make  the  hand  flip 
eafy,  and  thereby  we  come  to  be  affured  that 
the  dofe  is  fufficient.  The  fridion  is  finifhed 
in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour;  but  to  build 
on  fomething  more  fixed  and  determinate, 
we  continue  rubbing  till  the  part  is  dry,  and 
the  hands  of  the  boy  run  no  longer  fmooth 
upon  the  fkin. 

The  number  of  fridions  cannot  be  afcer- 
tained,  confldering  the  diverfity  of  fubjeds, 
and  the  different  bulk  of  the  parts  of  the 
body.  It  is  eafy  to  fee,  that  as  there  is  much 
more  unguent  neceffary  to  cover  a  large  body 
than  a  fmaller,  fo  there  is  alfo  a  much  greater 
quantity  requifite,  in  any  patient  whatever, 
to  cover  the  thigh  than  the  leg.  ’Tis  not 
however  entirely  the  bulk  of  the  body  which 

determines 
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determines  the  quantity  of  unguent,  but  ra¬ 
ther  the  longer-ftanding  of  the  difeafe,  the 
more  or  lefs  vigorous  ftate  of  the  patient,  the 
nature  of  the  lymptoms,  and  the  parts  af¬ 
fected. 

Tho*  we  may,  without  reftriCtion,  rub 
both  the  feet  the  firft  day,  their  bulk  not 
exceeding  that  of  the  thigh,  yet  we  will 
avoid  doing  it,  if  we  conlider  that  there  are 
patients,  in  whom  the  firft  friClion,  how 
flight  foever,  have  caufed  fometimes  bad 
fymptoms,  which  muft  be  obviated. 

This  remark  being  made  by  the  bye,  the 
firft  friftioti  fhall  extend  from  the  foie  of  the 
foot  inclufively,  to  four  or  five  fingers  breadth 
above  the  ankle.  The  fecond  fhall  be  made 
on  the  morrow,  in  the  fame  manner,  on  the 
other  foot,  the  diftance  of  a  day  at  leaft  be¬ 
ing  obferved  between  each.  The  third  fhall 
proceed  from  the  place  where  the  firft  has 
ended  till  under  the  knee,  and  the  fourth 
fhall  follow  the  fame  order  in  the  other  :  the 
fifth  friClion,  beginning  below  the  knee,  fhall 
afcend  to  about  mid-thigh  and  the  lixth,  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  fhall  have  the  fame  extent. 

The  feventh  and  eighth  frictions  being  the 
moft  confiderable,  it  will  not  be  improper, 
how  inconfiderable  foever  the  alteration  in 
the  mouth  may  happen  to  be,  to  ftop  for 
two  days  before  you  proceed  any  farther,  and 
to  obferve  the  fame  interval  between  thefe, 
Thefe  two  will  take  up  the  bulk  of  the  thigh 
as  high  as  the  groin,  and  a  little  below  the 

buttocks* 
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buttocks.  The  ninth  may  cover  the  two 
buttocks,  the  tenth  go  up  as  high  as  about 
the  middle  of  the  fpine,  and  the  eleventh  to 
the  nape  of  the  neck.  There  ftill  remain  the 
two  arms,  for  which  the  twelfth  and  thir¬ 
teenth  are  allotted. 

The  true  way  of  making  the  mercury  pafs 
or  ftrain  thro’  the  habit  is,  to  continue  rub¬ 
bing  the  part  for  a  long  time,  and  to  leave 
flicking  on  the  Ikin  a  remainder  of  unguent, 
which  could  not  have  made  its  way  through. 
The  intention  only  is  to  give  the  mercurial 
parts  time  infenfibly  to  detach  themfelves, 
and  infinuate  at  laft  into  the  mafs  of  hu¬ 
mours. 

*Tis  in  this  intention  that  cloth  breeches 
and  hofe  are  ordered,  with  a  fhirt  for  the 
purpofe,  which  the  patient  quits  not  night 
nor  day,  till  the  end  of  the  cure.  *Tis  alfo 
with  a  view  that  none  of  the  unguent  be 
loft,  we  order  the  boy  to  wipe  his  hands,  af¬ 
ter  each  friction,  with  the  patients  ftieets ; 
and  laftly,  ,tis  with  the  defign  that  the  habit 
of  the  fkin  be  opened,  that  the  patient  is  put 
to  bed  again,  where  he  refts  for  an  hour  or 
two  after  fridtion. 

Tho’  the  patient  find  himfelf  then  entirely 
anointed  (only  we  never  touch  the  abdomea 
and  the  breaft)  we  may  repeat  fome  flight 
fridtions  on  the  parts  we  imagine  to  have 
been  particularly  affedted.  Very  often  we 
run  over  again  as  far  as  to  the  pubes,  the  pe¬ 
rineum,  and  about  the  buttocks,  and  come 

back 
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back  to  the  parts  where  any  remains  of  pa  la 
are  continued  to  be  felt.  Not  fo  much  even 
as  the  exoftofes,  in  cafe  they  are  not  invete¬ 
rate,  upon  which  new  fridtions  are  not  fuc- 
cefsfully  made.  In  this  manner,  if  the  pa¬ 
tient  be  of  an  ordinary  fize,  and  no  accident 
has  befallen,  there  will  be  ufed  about  fix,  fe~ 
ven,  or  eight  ounces  of  unguent.  The  time 
the  patient  continues  in  the  fheets  is  as  little 
determined  as  the  number  of  fridtions,  or  the 
quantity  of  unguent.  In  general,  befides  the 
time  neceffary  to  anoint  a  patient  all  over,  he 
is  to  continue  feven  or  eight  days  in  the  fheets 
after  the  lafl  fridtion  :  On  this  footing  we  de¬ 
pend  upon  a  quarantain  of  days";  but  the  fa¬ 
re  it  rule  is,  the  difappearing  of  the  fymptoms. 

The  manner  of  terminating  the  cure  is 
quite  fimple  ;  fince  the  bufinefs  is  only  to 
bleed  and  purge  the  patient  with  his  ordinary 
medicine  ;  after  which  care  is  taken  to  clean 
him.  It  is  proper  to  remark  here,  that  tho* 
it  may  feem  the  danger  is  over,  if,  however, 
the  feafon  be  unkindly,  it  will  not  be  amifs 
to  oblige  the  patient,  for  fome  days  longer,  to  1 
keep  his  room.  The  reafon  is  plain,  becaufe 
he  flill  has  fome  remains  of  mercury  about 
him,  capable  of  caufing  great  alterations,  if 
care  be  not  taken. 

This  is  fo  true,  that  after  the  cure  there 
has  fometimes  been  obferved  to  happen  a  co¬ 
pious  falivation,  and  an  univerfal  bloatednefs. 
And  tho’  this  is  not  a  frequent  cafe,  yet  it  is 
proper  we  be  upon  our  guard ;  and  we  fhould 

fuffer 
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fuffer  ourfelves  to  be  diredted  by  every  expe¬ 
rience,  and  learn  to  obviate  every  emergency. 
Such,  Sir,  is  the  method  we  follow  at  Mont¬ 
pellier,  the  particulars  of  which  I  have  juft 
given  you  with  all  the  exadnefs  poffible* 
But  I  am  well  apprifed  that  this  will  not  be 
thought  fufficient,  and  that  you  doubtlefs  ex¬ 
pert  I  fhould  fay  fomething  further  on  the 
manner  of  treating  the  particular  fymptoms 
which  are  the  ordinary  attendants  on  the  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafe  y  you  are  perfectly  feniible  I 
can  refufe  you  nothing ;  but  for  this  time 
you  mu  ft  allow  me  fome  refpite,  which  I 
know  you  will  readily  agree  to.  I  am5 

SIR, 

Yours,  &c. 

5Tis  agreed  that  mercury  is  one  of  the 
tnoft  powerful  remedies  for  the  cure  of  vene¬ 
real  difeafes ;  and  phyficians  give  out,  that  of 
all  the  methods  of  ufing  it,  that  of  rubbing 
the  body  with  the  mercurial  unguent  is  the 
beft,  the  fureft,  and  only  way  to  effedt  a  ra¬ 
dical  cure. 

This  method  of  fridtion  has  for  a  long 
time  been  very  fatal,  when  inconfiderately 
performed  on  the  whole  habit  of  the  body  • 
its  effedts  were  the  plaintive  groans  of  the  pa¬ 
tients,  and  this  was  all  that  was  known  of 
the  matter.  Heaven  had  referved  for  two 
illuftrious  men  of  our  day,  the  manner  of 
remedying  thefe  diforders3  or  more  properly* 
this  defolatiom 

The 
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The  firft  was  the  celebrated  M*  Barbeyrac* 
doctor  of  phyfick  in  the  univerfity  of  Mont¬ 
pellier,  who  could  not  bear  that  a  remedy, 
which  he  looked  upon  as  an  infallible  fpeci- 
fick,  fhould  prove  deftrudive  to  fuch  num¬ 
bers  of  patients,  by  the  violent  fymptoms  it 
almoft  ever  produced ;  he  was  apprifed  that 
thefe  fymptoms  were  caufed  by  the  method 
of  univerfal  fridions  then  in  pradice ;  he 
imagined  that,  in  order  to  put  a  flop  to  the 
violence  of  the  mercury,  it  was  neceffary  to 
fupprefs  the  ufe  of  thefe  fridions,  and  fub- 
ftitute  particular  fridions  in  their  room. 

This  phyfician  was  one  of  the  greateft 
lights  of  phyfick;  yet  how  rarely  is  it  that 
men  carry  things  at  once  to  a  certain  point 
of  perfedion,  we  only  come  to  it  in  fome 
meafure  by  gradual  fteps  ;  he  left  many  things 
imperfed  and  incorred  in  his  method,  to 
render  it  the  more  falutary ;  as  preparing  the 
patients  a  longer  time,  interpofing  greater 
intervals  between  each  fridion,  and  caufing 
them  to  ufe,  in  the  courfe  of  thefe  fridions, 
a  milk-diet,  and  diluting  ptifans,  in  order 
to  deaden  and  blunt  the  adion  of  the  remedy: 
And  it  is  to  the  learned  M,  Chicoyneau,  firft 
phyfician  to  the  king,  that  wre  are  indebted 
for  thefe  corredions,  which  are  fo  many 
happy  difcoveries,  which  he  publifhed  in  the 
year  1718,  in  a  thefis  which  was  difputed  in 
the  fchools  of  phyfick  at  Montpellier,  in 
which  he  eftablifhes,  by  lblid  reafons,  and  a 
fet  of  obfervations  which  are  very  circum- 

ftantial, 
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ftantial,  that  the  principal  intention*  in  the 
Cure  of  the  pox,  fhould  be  the  avoiding  a  fa- 
livation  $  that  this  fort  of  evacuation  is  more 
dangerous  than  ufeful,  and  that  we  ought  to 
apply  ourfelves  rather  to  extinguifh  than  eva¬ 
cuate  the  venom.  Nothing  is  a  greater  com¬ 
mendation  both  to  the  method  and  its  au¬ 
thor,  than  the  oppolition  it  met  with,  at  firft 
fetting  out,  among  men  of  the  greateft  parts 
and  experience  in  this  fubjedt,  who  were  af¬ 
terwards  forced  to  become  its  apologifts,  and 
to  conform  to  the  practice  of  this  able  phy- 
fician. 

Tho5  this  method,  were  it  equally  well 
pradtifed  as  it  was  at  firft  taught,  be  prefera¬ 
ble  to  all  the  preceding  methods,  it  labours 
under  a  good  many  inconveniences,  from  the 
changes  and  alterations  made  therein  ;  incon¬ 
veniences,  of  which  the  molt  confiderable 
arife  from  the  defedt  of  purification  and  pre** 
paration  of  the  mercury ;  but  inftead  of  at¬ 
tempting  to  remedy  thefe  inconveniencies,  by 
removing  their  caufe,  that  is  by  purifying  and 
preparing  the  mercury,  things  of  a  diftant 
and  remote  confideration  have  been  attempt¬ 
ed. 

I  wave*  for  a  moment*  (purpofing  to  treat 
of  each  in  its  place)  a  great  number  of  in¬ 
conveniencies,  moft  of  which  arife,  from 
the  manner  of  adminiftring  the  remedy,  ei¬ 
ther  in  the  common  pradtice,  or  in  the  ali¬ 
ment  and  the  regimen  prefcribed  the  patient* 
and  other  things  of  that  kind, 
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But  there  is  another  unavoidable  inconve* 
nience,  which  I  cannot  too  early  point  at, 
arifing  from  the  nature  and  adtion  of  the 
mercury.  How  little  fkilled  foever  we  are 
in  the  knowledge  of  this  mineral,  we  mu  ft 
allow  it  to  have  integrant  parts,  highly  un- 
active  and  lumpifh,  which,  by  their  weight, 
(hake  and  irritate  the  folids  much,  and  break 
the  humours  $  which  is  the  reafon  that  it  is 
confidered  as  a  fufmg,  diffolving  remedy,  ca¬ 
pable  of  inducing  confiderable  alterations  in 
the  machine  ;  and  of  this  the  heat,  which  it 
excites  all  over  the  body,  the  raifing  the  pulfe, 
and  other  effects  it  produces,  are  fo  many  in- 
conteftable  proofs.  It  is  from  this  violent 
adtion  of  mercury,  we  muft  derive  all  the 
Iymptoms  ufually  produced  by  fridtions ;  and 
without  mentioning  here  the  very  bad  effedts 
it  anciently  caufed,  in  the  way  of  univerfal  1 
fridtions,  not  condudted  with  prudence,  it  is 
certain,  what  precautions  foever  be  taken,, 
that  many  patients  cannot  be  guarded  againft ; 
grievous,  and  thofe  very  often  mortal  fymp-  - 
toms. 

For  inftance,  it  has  been  experienced,  in  i 
what  manner  foever  you  condudt  the  fridtions, 
either  with  regard  to  the  quantity  of  un¬ 
guent,  or  the  diftance  of  time  between  each 
fridtion,  the  patients  often  fall  into  faliva- 
tions,  watchfulnefs,  head-aches,  cardialgia’s, 
ulcers  in  the  mouth,  naufea’s,  vomitings, 
dyfenteries,  weaknefs,  fyncope’s,  and  other 
iymptoms,  which  are  attended  with  fatal 
<2  con-  “| 
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confequences,  and  bring  on  death,  if  the  pa¬ 
tients  be  fubjeft  to  tender  lungs,  or  be  of  a 
bad  habit  of  body. 

The  ableft  and  moft  fagacious  phylicians 
muft  own,  that  many  patients,  to  whom 
fri&ions  have  been  adminiftred  with  all  the 
circumfpe&ion  and  prudence  poffible,  have 
not  failed  of  becoming  paralytick,  and  of  lo- 
ling  the  ufe  of  all  their  limbs,  without  a  pof- 
flbility  of  aligning  any  other  caufe  than  the, 
exceffive  aftion  of  the  mercury  upon  the  brain 
and  nerves ;  a  thing  unavoidable,  elpecially 
if  the  falivation  be  provoked,  either  by  the 
unfkilfulnefs  of  the  operator,  or  by  the  na¬ 
tural  difpofition  of  fome  patients  to  falivate 
with  too  much  eafe,  who  have  always  failed 
of  a  cure  by  this  method.  The  reafon  a£- 
figned  for  it  by  the  ableft  phyficians,  and 
which  is  very  juft,  is,  that  a  copious  faliva¬ 
tion  coming  on  after  the  firft  or  fecond  fric¬ 
tion,  obliges  to  fufpend  them ;  and  that  we 
cannot  fupply  the  blood  with  a  fdfficient 
quantity  of  mercury  to  deftroy  the  venom* 
whofe  malignity  has  been  only,  fo  to  fpeak* 
provoked  to  the  combat,  irritated,  roufed* 
and  re-animated  to  heighten  our  ills,  and 
I  bring  on  our  deftrudlion. 

Far  from  undertaking  the  purification  of 
the  mercury,  men  obftinately  continue  to  ad- 
minifter  it,  fuch  as  it  comes  out  of  the  mine* 
ever  abounding  with  impurities,  as  has  been 
demonftrated  ;  and  the  only  care  has  been,  to 
divert  a  falivation.  Some  have  imagined  to 
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interpofe  baths  with  the  fridtions,  others  pur¬ 
gatives.  Such  are  the  opinions  and  methods 
of  M.  Haguenot  and  Guifard,  able  phyficians 
of  Montpellier,  they  have  put  in  pradtife  the 
moft  delicate  ftrokes  of  fkill  and  art,  to  fup- 
port  and  make  their  method  prevail. 

It  is  pretended  we  may  avoid  a  falivation 
by  the  means  of  purgatives  interpofed  with 
fridtions,  which  are  commonly  ufed  during 
the  adtion  of  the  remedy,  in  order  to  preci¬ 
pitate,  according  to  them,  the  mercury  5  or, 
to  fpeak  more  properly,  derive  the  humours 
downwards,  elpecially  upon  obferving  the 
ieaft  tendency  to  falivate,  and  it  is  found 
more  commodious  to  ufe  thefe  medicines, 
than  repeated  bathings. 

But  is  certain  that  this  method  by  purga¬ 
tives  cannot  be  falutary,  becaufe  the  purga¬ 
tives  ufed,  and  of  which  we  have  feveral  for¬ 
mula's,  encreafe  the  motion  of  the  blood, 
diffipate  its  fineft  parts,  reduce  the  patients 
to  a  flate  of  deficcation,  hinder  the  adtion  of 
the  mercury,  by  determining  it  towards  the 
inteftines,  and  by  difcharging  it,  which  is  ( 
contrary  to  the  intention,  which  is  to  make  ij 
it  circulate  or  flow  about  with  the  blood. 
Befides  thefe  remedies,  by  diverting  the  eva¬ 
cuation  of  the  falival  glands  towards  thofe  of 
the  inteftines,  only  caufe  an  alteration  in  the 
cburfe  of  the  humours,  without  guarding  the 
patients  againft  the  inconveniencies  of  a  fali¬ 
vation,  which  confift,  as  is  well  known,  in 
impoverifliing  the  blood  of  its  ferolities,  and 
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depriving  it  of  a  part  of  a  vehicle,  which 
ferves  to  keep  up  its  circulation,  and  dilute 
the  pocky  concretions  $  which  is  the  reafon 
that  this  manner  of  avoiding  a  falivation  of¬ 
ten  leaves  the  patients  in  a  worfe  ftate  than 
they  were  before  entering  upon  a  courfe  of 
remedies. 

In  fine,  it  ever  happens  that  thefe  pungent 
remedies  occafion  colicks,  obftinate  fluxes, 
fuperpurgations,  and  other  dangerous  fymp- 
toms,  which  render  this  method  highly  fufi 
pe&ed,  and  even  prejudicial  to  the  cure  of 
the  pox. 

M.  Haguenot,  whom  I  would  by  no  means 
deprive  of  the  glory  of  having  furnifhed  me 
with  a  part  of  the  objections  for  deftroying 
the  method  of  the  interpofition  of  purgatives 
with  the  frictions,  to  avoid  a  falivation,  en¬ 
deavours  to  eftablifh  his  method  upon  the 
ruins  of  others,  and  pretends  that  it  is  not  fo 
with  bathing,  which,  far  from  producing  the 
bad  effects  of  purgatives,  prevents  even  all 
thofe,  which  the  too  violent  action  of  the 
mercury  might  produce ;  fince  by  means  of 
the  particles  of  water,  which  it  throws  plen¬ 
tifully  into  the  body  by  the  abforbing  conduits 
of  the  fkin,  it  relaxes  the  folids,  dilutes  the 
lymph  and  pocky  concretions,  facilitates  the 
circulation  and  mixture  of  the  mercury  with 
the  concretions  remaining  in  the  blood,  tem¬ 
pers  the  too  great  heat,  fupplies  the  lofs 
which  is  fuftained  by  infenfible  perfpiration, 
and  thereby  maintains  the  flexibility  of  the 
vellels,  and  fluidity  of  the  humours. 

L  3 
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Truth  fhould  prevail  over  every  other  con- 
iideration :  it  were  to  be  wifhed,  that  the 
effedts  anfwered  the  promifing  expeditions ; 
that  is,  that  the  interpofition  of  bathing  with 
fridtions  could  controul  the  adlion  of  the 
mercury,  put  a  ftop  to  its  great  violence, 
prevent  falivation,  and  procure  a  radical  cure, 
not  only  of  the  pox,  as  is  pretended,  but 
of  all  other  venereal  fymptoms  too  ;  as  /han¬ 
kers  %  bubo’s b,  venereal  wens  *,  condyloma’s, 
exoftofes d,  tetters ',  and  other  fpecies  of  par¬ 
ticular 

a  Shankers,  or  cancers ;  little  malignant  ulcers,  whofe  lips 
are  callous,  which  difcharge  a  ferous  pus,  of  a  yellowifh, 
greenifh,  or  greyifh  call,  and  are  furrounded  with  fmall  tume¬ 
fied  obftrucled  blood-veflels,  refembling  the  claws  of  a  little 
crab,  whence  it  has  taken  its  name  cancer,  Shankers  are  dif- 
tinguifhed  into  fimple,  fcorbutic  and  pocky.  The  fimple 
arife  in  the  mouth,  and  differ  not  from  the  aphthae.  The 
icorbutick  fall  alfo  upon  the  mouth,  in  particular  the  gums. 
The  venereal  or  pocky  arife  in  the  natural  parts.  Befides  the 
appellation  of  {bankers,  they  have  alfo  that  of  a  caries  of  the 
pudenda. 

b  A  bubo  is  a  phlegmonic  tumour,  hard  and  oval,  which 
commonly  comes  {lowly  to  fuppuration  ;  its  feat  is  in  the  con¬ 
globated  glands  of  the  pubes,  fometimes  in  thofe  of  the  arm- 
pits.  It  is  caufed  by  a  pocky  virus.  It  comes  to  be  as  large 
as  a  pigeon  or  pullet’s  egg.  We  lhall  fpeak  of  it  in  its  place, 
and  give  a  fuller  explanation  of  it. 

c  Venereal  wens,  called  porreaux,  are  round  wens  or  wrarts, 
which  have  a  head  like  that  of  the  fmall  leek,  and  flick  to 
the  fkin  by  fmall  fibres,  refembling  the  fibres  of  the  root  of 
this  plant,  which  is  the  reafon  they  are  particularly  called  por¬ 
reaux,  there  being  feveral  kinds  of  warts. 

d  Exoftofes,  preternatural  bony  tumours,  which  arife  upon 
the  furface  of  the  bone.  This  fort  of  tumour  takes  up  fome¬ 
times  its  whole  length,  which  is  common  in  the  rachitis,  in 
which  often  the  whole  fubftance  of  the  bone  is  tumefied.  The 
pocky  and  the  fcorbutick  are  very  fubjedt  to  exoftofes.  In  the 
king’s-evil  and  the  gout,  they  commonly  feize  on  the  apophy- 
fes,  the  tarfus,  the  carpus,  the  joints  of  the  fingers,  and  the 
other  articulations  of  the  extremities. 

e  Tetter,  is  an  erifipelatous  tumour,  lefs  ruddy  than  the 
erifipeles,  accompanied  with  fmall  puftules,  which  gnaw  and 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  151 
ticular  pox  5  but  unhappily  the  experiments 
anfwer  not  expectation . 

On  the  contrary,  bathing,  which  is  good 
and  highly  falutary  for  preparing  the  patient, 
is  highly  pernicious  and  detrimental  in  the 
courfe  of  the  treatment,  and  adminiftration 
of  other  remedies.  Befides,  ’tis  known  that 
few  perfons  are  capable  of  going  through  a 
certain  courfe  of  bathing,  and  the  almoft  ever 
unavoidable  accidents  they  bring  along  with 
them,  as  fatal,  not  only  as  the  bleedings  and 
purgatives  which  are  ufed  in  the  other  me¬ 
thod  to  prevent  falivation,  but  as  ialivation 
itfelf.  Reafon,  experience,  and  the  opinion 
of  Boerhaave,  entirely  overthrow  this  me¬ 
thod. 

We  will  afterwards  fhew  the  ufe  bathing 
fhould  be  put  to,  and  the  manner  how ;  its 
good  and  its  bad  effects,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  put  in  praCtife  the  one,  and  avoid  the 
other. 

Having  related,  as  exactly  as  we  have  done, 
the  method  for  the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes 
by  the  way  of  extinction,  a  method  which  is 
pretended,  as  I  have  fhewn,  to  have  been 
corrected  and  carried  to  its  higheft  degree  of 
perfection,  by  the  means  of  bathing,  and  by 
v  ,  L  4  a 

eat  the  {kin,  and  render  it  rough  and  unequal.  It  is  diftin- 
guilhed  into  two  forts,  the  fimple  and  the  live;  the  fimple  is 
called  herpes,  or  miliary  tetter,  herpes  miliaris,  herpes  cen- 
chrias ;  it  is  farinaceous  or  crullaceous.  The  live  tetter,  her¬ 
pes  ferns,  papula  fera,  is  corroding  and  fpreading,  or 

malignant  and  cancerous.  Tetters  are  fometimes  fymptomatic, 
and  take  their  appellation  from  the  principal  dileaie  j  fuch  are 
the  fcorbutic  and  pocky. 
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a  total  fupprefiion  of  falivation.  Let  us  now, 
with  the  fame  exadtnefs,  relate  the  method 
for  the  cure  of  this  fame  difeafe,  by  the  way 
pf  ftrong  fridtions  and  copious  falivations. 

Some  ill-natured  critick  will  probably  tell 
us  i  We,  your  readers,  are  no  Grangers  to 
thefe  methods ;  you  can  lay  claim  to  no 
greater  a  character  than  that  of  a  weak  and 
mean  compiler,  and  confequently  you  give 
us  nothing  new.  To  this  I  anfwer,  fo  far  it 
is  true,  I  give  nothing  new.  That,  however, 
we  may  draw  a  great  advantage,  and  gather 
much  profit  from  the  expofition  I  have  made 
pf  both  thefe  methods,  and  even  to  conclude, 
that  every  kingdom  divided  againft  itfelf 
fhall  be  brought  to  ruin,  and  not  be  able  to 
ftand  $  that  confidering  the  great  number  of 
opinions  and  fentiments,  the  changes  and  con- 
traditions  in  thefe  two  methods,  we  mufl: 
reft  in  another  method,  which  may  be  with¬ 
out  thefe  capital  defedls ;  and  that  what  I 
propofe  ought,  for  its  goodnefs  and  fimplicity, 
to  fix  and  determine  us ;  that  it  is  the  only 
one,  when  conducted  by  an  able  phyfician  and 
furgeon,  from  which  we  can  expedt  a  happy 
fuccefs  and  a  perfedt  cure :  it  is  this  we  will 
eftablifh  more  particularly  in  the  fequel  of 
this  work,  after  having  compleated  the  whole 
extent  of  its  plan  ;  that  is,  after  having  given 
an  account  of  the  method  of  fridtions,  and 
difcovered  all  its  hazard. 

As  I  have  made  it  a  rule  to  myfelf,  to  fet 
forth  thefe  methods  to  the  greateft  advantage, 
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that  it  may  not  with  any  juft  colour  be  ob- 
^e&ed,  that  it  is  through  jealoufy,  conceit, 
or  other  bad  motive,  I  difguife  the  truth,  and 
would  eftablifh  my  own  method  to  the  pre¬ 
judice  of  others  by  fuch  means  5  I  declare, 
that  truth  is  what  I  fee k  for  5  all  I  afk,  is  a 
fair  examination  ;  and  I  am  even  hopeful  that 
the  difinterefted,  both  among  phylicians  and 
furgeons,  will  do  it  without  prejudice,  and 
without  partiality  •>  and  in  examining  both 
thefe  methods,  I  beg  that,  even  without  pay¬ 
ing  any  regard  to  my  reafons,  my  obferva- 
tions,  and  experiences,  they  would  deign  to 
give  themfelyes  the  trouble  to  try  my  method, 
to  be  convinced  of  its  truth.  Happy  for  me 
could  I  excite  the  emulation  of  thofe  of  the 
profeffion,  who  have  the  fame  views  with 
myfelf,  and  that  we  all  concurred  to  promote 
the  advantage  of  the  publick. 

After  this  flight  digreflion,  which  I  thought 
needful,  let  us  hear  the  plea  of  thofe  who 
ftand  up  for,  and  pradtife  the  method  of^ 
ftrong  fridtions  and  copious  falivations. 

We  confine  ourfelves  to  examine  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  M.  Aftruc  $  that  great  phyfician  has 
brought  together  every  thing  that  can  with 
advantage  be  faid  on  the  fubjedt,  all  which 
he  fets  off  with  an  admirable  eloquence. 
What  pity  is  it,  that  fo  fublime  a  genius  has 
undertaken  the  patronage  of  fo  bad  a  caufe ! 
In  the  character  of  another  Hercules,  in  all 
his  terrors,  overturning  every  oppofition  by 
his  reafonings,  his  fyllogifms,  and  antithefes. 
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&c.  explaining  and  exprefling  himfelf,  and 
deciding,  with  the  abfolute  air  of  a  matter 
genius  3  but  a  woman  was  able  to  put  a  flop 
to  the  progrefs,  to  the  rapid  and  glorious 
eourfe  of  the  victories  of  this  hero.  Confi- 
dering  myfelf,  in  comparifon  with  M.  Aftruc, 
as  a  dwarf,  a  pigmy,  I  however  venture  to 
tell  him,  with  all  the  mildnefs,  deference, 
and  even  refpeft,  due  to  his  eminent  learn¬ 
ing,  that  his  method  is  extremely  bad,  per¬ 
nicious,  and  detrimental  5  that  if,  on  occafion 
of  fome  atheitts  and  fanaticks,  it  has  been 
faid,  that  the  devil  has  had  his  martyrs  too,  we 
may  fay  the  pox  have  had  theirs,  through  the 
tortures  and  fufferings,  and  often  death  itfelf, 
which  this  inhuman  method,  by  ftrong  fric¬ 
tions  and  copious  falivations,  brings  along 
with  it,  and  through  the  obftinate  conceit  of 
chuttng  to  treat  this  diftemper  by  this  me¬ 
thod.  We  venture  to  tell  him,  that  he 
groflly  deceives  himfelf  to  imagine,  that,  in 
order  to  the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes,  ftrong 
fri&ions  and  copious  falivations  are  neceffary. 
And  that  he  ftill  continues  to  deceive  him¬ 
felf,  to  imagine  that  this  difeafe  took  its  rife 
and  date  at  the  fiege  of  Naples,  under  the 
reign  of  Charles  VIII.  To  perfift  in  that 
opinion,  fhews  our  ignorance  of  the  nature 
of  the  difeafe.  In  fine,  that  he  deceives  him¬ 
felf  to  imagine  this  diftemper  to  be  on  the 
decline,  on  the  point  of  ceafing,  difappearing, 
and  coming  to  a  period.  A  pleafing  predic¬ 
tion  this,  indeed  3  he  announces  the  golden 

age 
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age  to  the  world,  a  total  reformation  of  man¬ 
ners  :  For,  in  fpite  of  this  oracle,  it  is  but  too 
true,  as  a  celebrated  divine,  after  St.  Paul, 
fpeaks,  that  impurity,  as  the  moft  contagi- 
ous,  moft  obftinate  and  ftiameful  of  vices,  is 
more  afflidtive  than  all  the  others  put  toge¬ 
ther,  being,  both  to  foul  and  to  body,  a  genu¬ 
ine  plague  and  a  torture, 

CHAP.  II. 

Containing  the  method  of  friciions  and  faliva- 
tions ,  as  praStifed  by  M,  Aftruc. 

Art.  I. 

x.a  We  ought  to  chufe  a  good  and  pure 
mercury,  free  from  all  mixture,  if  pofiibles 
revived  from  cinnabar,  in  order  to  divide, 
with  more  eafe,  into  molecules  of  an  extreme 
fmalnefs, 

2.bTo  extinguifti  or  kill  the  mercury  in  a 
brafs  mortar  with  fpittle,  or  at  moft  with  a 
few  drops  of  turpentine,  to  the  end  that  the 
parts,  which  are  lefs  entangled,  may  more 
readily  refume  their  firft  form. 

3* 

a  The  necefiity  of  having  a  pure  mercury,  is  a  thing  every 
one  owns ;  but  we  ought  not  to  flatter  ourfelves  that  what  we 
ufe  is  fuch.  It  is  no  wife  impoflible  to  have  mercury  revived 
from  cinnabar,  nothing  is  fo  eafy  but  at  the  fame  time  nothing 
i  fo  ufeful,  as  employing  purified  mercury  in  the  manner  we 
I  have  taught. 

b  People  are  fenfible  of  the  inconveniencies  of  this  pra&ife, 
I  being  fubjeft  to  an  infected  fpittle,  which  entering  into  the 
I  body,  by  the  aid  of  the  mercury,  comes  to  be  itramed  with 
I  the  blood. 
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3.  *  To  mix  the  mercury  with  hog’s-lard 
which  is  freih  and  infipid,  not  fharp  and 
rufty,  for  fear  it  fhould  burn  the  fkin,  as 
fometimes  is  the  cafe,  or  raife  at  the  roots  of 
the  hair  itching  pimples. 

4.  To  fet  the  mercurial  unguent  before  a 
clear  fire,  and  previoufly  to  make  dry  fricti¬ 
ons  upon  the  part  till  it  turns  ruddy,  to  the 
end  the  pores  may  be  the  more  opened,  and 
receive  more  of  the  mercury. 

5.  To  fpread  and  apply  the  unguent  in 
rubbing,  and  not  daub  the  body  over  with  a 
pencil,  and  for  that  end  to  make  ufe  of  an 
unguent,  a  little  thick  inftead  of  thin,  for  the 
particles  of  the  mercury,  quickened  by  the 
motion  and  heat  of  the  rubbing,  to  penetrate 
the  deeper. 

6.  To  continue  each  friction,  till  the  un¬ 
guent  appear  to  dry  on  the  part  of  the  fkin 
you  rub,  and  flow  with  difficulty  under  the 
hand  of  the  operator. 

7.  Not  to  allow  the  patient  to  rub  himfelf, 
as  feme  would  have,  but  by  perfons  fit  for 
this  fervjce,  who  will  rub  more  ftrongly,  and 
for  a  longer  time,  and  to  make  them  do  it 
with  the  naked  hand,  and  without  gloves,  in 
order  to  caufe  a  greater  degree  of  heat  3  tho* 
the  operator  run  the  rifk  of  a  falivation  him¬ 
felf,  if  he  performs  in  one  and  the  fame  day 
on  a  number  of  patients. 

8. 

c  Is  it  pofiible  to  be  fenfible  of  inconveniencies,  and  not  en¬ 
deavour  to  avoid  them  !  generally  the  lard  of  a  leprous  hog  is 
made  ufe  of,  the  leprofy  being  a  diftcmper  with  which  thefe 
animals  are  almoft  all  of  them  infeded. 
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8.  To  cover  the  rubbed  part,  to  prevent 
the  wiping  off  of  the  unguent ;  to  put  the 
patient,  at  the  end  of  each  fridtion,  into  a 
warm  bed,  where  he  is  to  continue  for  an 
hour,  or  half  an  hour,  for  the  heat  to  caufe 
the  mercury  to  penetrate  the  better. 

The  dofe  for  the  fridtions  is  commonly 
from  two  to  three  drams ;  and  we  fhould  ufe 
about  five  or  fix  ounces  of  mercury,  and 
fometimes  more. 

The  fridtions  fliould  be  preceded  by  bleed¬ 
ings,  purges,  diluting  apozems,  bathing,  and 
fometimes  by  the  ufe  of  the  mineral  waters. 

As  to  the  falivations,  it  is  but  juftice  to  re¬ 
late  what  M.  Aftruc  fays  of  them,  in  purfu- 
ance  of  his  method,  in  the  fofteft  manner, 
and  confequently  with  the  appearance  of  the 
leaft  danger,  provided  we  are  certain  that  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  mercury  has  entered  the 
body,  falivation  is  not  abfoluteiy  neceffary  to 
deftroy  the  pox  5  yet  falivation  is  the  fareft 
and  eafieft  way  to  difcharge  the  greateft  part 
of  the  virus  lying  concealed  in  the  blood  ; 
and  therefore  coming  to  fail,  it  muft  be  fup- 
plied  by  other  evacuations,  either  natural,  as 
fweat  and  urine ;  or  artificial,  as  by  ftool,  to 
procure  an  exit  to  the  venom. 

d  Befides,  the  falivation  is  an  affured  rule  to 
judge,  both  of  the  quantity  of  the  mercury 
which  is  gone  into  the  body,  and  its  adtion 

upon 

d  A  very  uncertain  rule.  The  belt  rule  whereby  to  judge 
of  the  efteft  of  the  remedy,  is  to  examine  whether  the  patient 
be  better,  and  the  caufes  of  the  diftemper  ceafe  ;  whether  the 
I  fy mptoms  are  cured  and  removed. 
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upon  the  bloody  and  confequently  to  know 
how,  with  more  certainty,  to  conduCl  the 
cure,  according  to  the  nature  and  {landing  of 
the  difeafe, 

e  Befides,  falivation  appears  to  be  neceffary 
to  give  the  virus  an  outlet,  either  to  inform 
the  phyfician  in  what  he  has  done,  or  what 
remains  to  be  done,  to  the  end  he  may  not 
combat  the  diftemper  in  the  dark,  and  with¬ 
out  rule  to  diredi  him. 

f  Salivation  is  chiefly  neceffary,  when  the 
pox  is  of  an  old  {landing,  and  inveterate ; 
when  the  venom  has  taken  deep  root ;  and 
when  it  has  occupy’d  a  great  many  places  5 
for  in  that  cafe  the  remedy  fhould  be  propor¬ 
tioned  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  malady,  which 
is  to  be  rooted  out  and  deftroyed. 

§  However,  falivation  muff  always  be  con¬ 
ducted  with  prudence,  and,  if  there  be  occa- 
fion,  moderated  by  purgatives  $  fo  that  the 

ulcers 

e  This  way,  on  the  contrary,  is  violent  and  out  of  the  com¬ 
mon  courfe  ;  whereas  that  by  fweat  and  infenfible  perfpiration 
is  natural,  and  always  the  ufual  method  of  nature  herfelf. 

f  An  abufe  of  principles,  a  falfe  application  of  maxims,  and 
vague  reafonings ;  a  diftemper  can  never  be  fuppofed  to  be 
deftroyed  by  encreafing  it ;  the  more  a  patient  is  over-whelmed 
by  his  load  of  difeafe,  the  lefs  occafton  there  is  to  torture  him. 

s  Truth  has  almighty  force  ;  it  obliges  this  author  to  retraft 
and  overthrow  all  he  has  faid  in  favour  of  falivations :  “  For, 
“  fays  he,  to  what  purpofe  is  it  to  wafte  and  exhauft,  without 
“  any  difcretion,  poor  patients,  by  teazing,  watchings,  and 
“  the  tortures  of  a  cruel,  intolerable,  and  always  hazardous 
<£  falivation  ;  if  in  fparing  them  all  thefe  evils,  they  may  be 
cured  with  equal  certainty.”  Hold  there,  and  I  will  admire 
you  as  a  very  great  phyfician ;  but  do  not  perfift  in  faying, 
that  the  patient  Ihould  difcharge,  by  the  mouth,  at  leaft  two 
pounds  of  faliva  a  day.  Where  is  the  neceftity  of  this  faliva- 
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ulcers  of  the  mouth  be  not  numerous  nor 
deep,  and  that  the  patient  difcharge  each  day 
no  more  than  one  or  two  pounds  of  faliva : 
for  to  whatpurpofe  is  it  ('tis  M.  Aftruc  who 
ftill  fpeaks)  to  torment,  wafte,  and  exhauft, 
without  any  difcretion,  poor  patients,  by  teaz~ 
ing,  watchings,  and  the  tortures  of  a  cruel, 
intolerable,  and  always  hazardous  falivation, 
if,  by  fparing  them  all  thefe  evils,  they  may 
be  cured  with  equal  certainty. 

We  muft  even  avoid  falivations,  by  admi- 
niftering  friftions  in  fmall  dofes,  and  at  in¬ 
tervals  ;  or  if  the  falivation  come  on,  we  muft 
flop  it  by  purgatives;  when  the  patient  is 
threaten'd  with  the  phthyfick,  or  fubjedt  to 
the  epilepfy ;  when  the  gums  are  threatened 
with  the  fcurvy ;  when  the  throat,  and  the 
neighbouring  parts,  are  full  of  fcrophulous 
tumors;  when  a  woman  is  with  child;  and 
when  the  weaknefs  of  the  patient  puts  him 
out  of  a  condition  to  go  through  with  a  fali¬ 
vation,  &c. 

I 

don,  fmce  you  acknowledge,  that  the  cure  can  be  performed 
without  it ;  and  fince  you  lay,  that  it  is  fatal  to  perfons  trou¬ 
bled  with  the  pthyfick,  epilepfy,  fcurvy,  and  king’s-evil,  and 
to  women  with  child  ?  Should  an  author  of  lefs  reputation  and 
authority  than  the  perfon  whofe  method  I  have  pitched  upon, 
by  way  of  preference,  as  being  the  chief,  be  guilty  of  fuch  de¬ 
viations,  and  give  into  fuch  contradictions,  people  would  take 
no  notice,  looking  upon  all  his  errors  as  being  of  no  confe- 
quence :  but  in  fo  celebrated  an  author  as  M.  Aftruc,  every 
thing  becomes  of  importance ;  wherefore  we  beg  of  him  to  be 
confiftent  with  himfelf,  and  to  fupprefs  and  difcard  falivations 
for  ever.  And  if  it  be  true,  as  I  believe  it  is,  that  he  cured 
that  Spaniard  who  was  given  over  by  the  phylicians  at  Barce¬ 
lona  and  Montpelier ;  and  the  young  man,  who  had  been  be¬ 
fore  under  the  care  of  Dr.  Boerhaave ;  the  fuccefs  was  only 
owing  to  his  ufmg  no  falivations,  as  he  himfelf  fays. 
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I  could,  fo  to  fay,  bear  down  this  method 
of  falivations  with  a  crowd  of  authorities  $ 
and  to  make  the  horror  of  it  appear,  fhow 
that  it  is  contrary  to  the  pradice  of  the  ableft 
phyficians  of  our  days  5  and  with  an  air  of 
vanity  and  triumph,  make  a  great  number  of 
quotations,  but  I  chufe  rather  to  remit  M. 
Aftruc  to  his  own  breail,  his  own  great  know¬ 
ledge  and  probity  5  he  perceives  the  truth, 
and  there  is  room  to  hope  that  he  will  put  it 
in  pradice  $  for  I  oWe  him  too  much  juftice 
to  believe,  that  he  is  like  thofe  who,  though 
they  know  the  truth,  yet  make  it  to  depend 
upon  their  prejudices,  and  on  whatever  they 
have  once  refolved  to  follow. 

What  fatal  and  irreparable  effeds  does  not 
falivation  produce?  the  mouth  all  inflamed, 
full  of  eryfipelatous  ulcers,  galling  puftules, 
and  little  ulcers  full  of  a  whitifli  and  {linking 
matter  at  the  bottom  5  whence  arifes  a  flood 
of  faliva  and  flimy  flaver,  like  the  white  of 
an  egg,  which  brings  after  it  the  moil  cruel 
pains  and  tortures,  and  the  mofl:  fatal  fymp* 
toms ;  the  head  fwells  very  much,  the  pati-  , 
ent  is  all  over  bloated  and  disfigured,  his  teeth  1 
loofened,  his  tongue  fwelied  up,  fo  that  he 
is  flifled  and  cannot  breathe.  To  this  I  add, 
what  ought  to  have  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
partifans  of  this  method,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  end  that  they  propofe,  and  that  is,  in 
proportion  as  the  falivation  encreafes,  not 
only  all  the  fecretions  are  diminifhed  and  to¬ 
tally  fuppreffed,  but  Jikewile  the  urine  and 
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perforation,  which  are  known  to  be  the  fa¬ 
red:  and  happieft  ways  for  driving  out  the 
pocky  venom,  and  ail  the  other  bad  humours. 

A  R  T.  II. 

The  apologift  for  the  method  of  falivations 
and  friCiions,  after  a  good  many  efforts  to 
eftablifh  the  fuperiority  of  this  method  above 
all  others,  throws  himfelf  into  a  declamation 
that  is  idle  enough,  and  even  miffimed,  by  a 
particular,  and  in  fome  meafure,  favourite,  ob~ 
fervation,  which  he  has  taken  care  to  put  in 
diftinguifhed  characters,  in  order  to  render  it 
the  more  remarkable.  cc  It  appears,  fays  he, 
clearly,  that  mercury  never  produces  its  effeCts 
better,  than  when  its  imperceptible  particles 
have  insinuated  themfelves  into  the  veffels  that 
are  (lightly  embarraffed  with  a  little  fat,  and 
by  that  means  rendered  capable  of  reducing 
themfelves,  without  any  difficulty,  into  very 
fubtile  and  perfectly  round  globules,  whicli 
freely  circulate  thro"  the  blood  like  a  fine  dew.” 
He  goes  on  *  and  here  it  is  that  he  plays  off 
the  chemifrs,  and  means  to  turn  them  into 
ridicule.  I  leave  the  chemical  gentlemen  to 
examine  why  they  torment,  to  no  purpofe, 
the  molecules  of  mercury  by  fo  many  tortures, 
folutions,  calcinations,  precipitations,  fublima- 
tions,  &c.  why  they  clog  them  with  fo  many 
fulphurous  particles  in  their  preparations  of 
cinnabar ;  why  they  impregnate  and  arm 
them  with  fo  many  cauftick  and  noxious  falts 
in  their  precipitates  and  fiiblimates ;  in  a  word, 

M  why 
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why  they  unite  mercury  with  fo  many  acrid 
calces,  and  metals  in  their  precipitates  of  Ve¬ 
nus  folaris,  and  fome  others,  with  an  inten¬ 
tion  to  make  the  mercurial  particles  lofe  their 
natural  force,  upon  which  depends  the  whole 
virtue  of  the  remedy,  and  which  is  the  pecu¬ 
liar,  not  to  fay,  the  only  caufe  of  the  effeCts 
of  mercury.  The  truth  is  (’tis  ffill  M.  Aftruc 
who  fpeaks)  that  by  this  means,  if  drugs  are 
not  compofed  which  approach  near  to  poifon, 
a  thing  very  much  to  be  feared ;  at  lead  the 
remedies  are  made  a  great  deal  lefs  efficacious 
for  the  cure  of  the  pox,  feeing  thefe  forts  of 
additions  are  as  fo  many  obftacles  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  efficacy  of  the  mercurial  particles. 

What  we  have  juft  now  related,  is  fpirited 
and  pretty  I  there  is  room  to  believe  that  this 
author  has  not  given  fcope  to  his  imagination, 
but  in  order  to  have  oecafion  to  enliven  the 
fubjeCl  from  the  grave  air  of  reafonings  ! 

But  irony  apart :  the  objections  and  decla¬ 
mations  that  have  been  made,  are  no  more 
than  a  phantom,  which  he  has  formed  in  or¬ 
der  to  have  the  pleafure  of  combating  it. 
There  is  reafon  to  condemn  certain  mercu¬ 
rial  preparations,  particularly  thole  we  have 
juft  mentioned,  becaufe  they  are  bad,  al- 
moft  as  much  as  his  method :  but  it  is  a  lit¬ 
tle  too  hard  to  ftrike  in  general  at  all  the 
chemifts  and  their  preparations.  Our  author, 
a  great  phyfician,  and  who  confequently 
fhould  be  a  good  chemift  himfelf,  a  neceffary 
and  indifpenfable  qualification,  as  we  have 

fhewn 
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{hewn  already,  ought  to  put  his  own  hand  to 
the  work,  and  correCt  what  he  found  amifs 
in  thefe  preparations,  which  he  juftly  con¬ 
demns  ;  we  fhould  believe,  that  by  the  excel¬ 
lence  of  his  genius,  he  would  have  given  us 
fomething  rare  and  valuable,  namely,  the  true 
fpecifick  for  the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes,  had 
not  he  unluckily  confined  himfelf  to  fimple 
reafonings,  which  undoubtedly  ought  to  give 
way  to  experience  ! 

Upon  this  principle  we  defy  him  to  fay 
any  thing  reasonable  againft  the  mercurial 
preparations  which  I  have  given,  for  I  have 
room  to  hope,  as  well  from  his  knowledge, 
as  from  his  fincerity,  that  he  will  agree  that 
thefe  preparations  are  free  from  the  reproaches 
and  faults  with  which  thofe  he  mentions  in 
his  remark  are  charged,  and  diverted  of  all 
acid  and  acrid  falts.  In  a  word,  he  will  find  the 
mercury  reduced  into  a  ponderous  water,  into 
fpirits  and  pure  quinteffence ;  he  is  too  good 
a  phyfician5  not  to  know  what  the  founder 
part  maintain,  that  all  the  molecules  of 
fluid  bodies,  and  even  of  water,  are  round 
and  fpherical ;  that  confcquently  thefe  prepa¬ 
rations  contain,  in  an  eminent  degree  of  per¬ 
fection,  all  the  virtues  and  qualities  which 
he  afcribes  to  mercury,  adminiftered  by  way 
of  friClion  ;  it  will  be  found  that  this  mixt  is 
truly  purified,  and  that  in  this  ftate  it  has  not 
only  the  defired  qualities,  but  that  it  contains 
internally  in  its  fubftance,  homogeneous  to 
our  natures,  the  neceflary  virtues  for  utterly 

M  2  extir- 
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extirpating  the  pocky  venom,  and  for  renew¬ 
ing  the  mafs  of  blood. 

In  vain  would  people  attack  my  prepara¬ 
tions,  under  the  pretext  of  their  containing 
mixtures,  and  acid,  acrid,  and  pungent  falts, 
and  that  confequently  they  are  corroiive  and 
noxious. 

Thefe  reproaches  would  be  very  ill  ground¬ 
ed,  as  they  would  be  contrary  to  truth ;  for, 

1.  There  will  be  found  no  mixture  of  any 
kind  of  acid,  acrid,  and  pungent  falts.  It  is 
an  eafy  matter  to  be  convinced  of  this,  by  an 
examination  and  analyfis  of  my  preparations* 

2.  If  I  have  made  ufe  of  falts  and  acid  li¬ 
quors,  in  order  to  arrive  at  the  folution  of  my 
mercury,  it  is  only  as  neceffary  agents  that  1 
have  done  fo,  in  order  to  open,  work,  and 
purify  it ;  but  thefe  agents  have  not  remained 
in  my  preparations  5  I  have  taken  them  out. 
It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  be  ftill  more  convinced 
of  this  important  truth,  by  means  of  an  exa¬ 
mination  and  analyfis  of  the  preparations. 

Suffer  me  to  make  ufe  of  a  very  fimple 
comparifon,  in  order  to  render  the  matter 
obvious  and  part  all  doubt  upon  this  head. 
We  ufe  every  day,  for  inftance,  a  knife  to 
pare  an  apple,  we  throw  away  the  fkin,  and 
whatever  elle  is  not  proper  to  eat,  and  then 
we  lay  by  the  knife  :  What  harm  has  it  done, 
or  can  it  poffibly  do  us,  in  eating  this  apple  ? 
none  at  all ;  though  it  be  a  very  dangerous 
weapon  in  the  hands  of  a  fool.  Once  more^ 
there  is  no  reafonable  pretext  for  any  demur, 
3  "  there 
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there  are  no  acid,  nor  any  other  dangerous 
mixtures 3  if  I  have  made  life  of  the  one  and 
the  other,  it  is  like  the  above-mentioned  knife 3 
I  have  taken  them  quite  out,  there  does  not 
remain  even  the  idea  or  lead:  veftige  of  them. 

It  is  aftonifhing  that  people  fliould  dread 
the  ufe  of  mercury  purified,  digefted,  and 
prepared  philofophically,  and  not  be  afraid 
to  adminifter  it  impure  and  crude,  charged 
with  extraneous  recrements,  always  hazar¬ 
dous,  always  noxious  to  our  natures,  becaufe 
they  are  contrary  thereto  :  for  befides  the  rea- 
fons  of  preference,  which  we  have  fhewn 
throughout  the  whole  courfe  of  our  work,  in 
favour  of  the  mercury  which  by  our  method 
is  to  enter  into  the  human  body,  above  that 
of  frictions ;  it  fhould  fuffice  to  eonfider,  that 
we  give  only  from  five  to  fix  drops  of  the 
water  of  mercury,  whereas  by  friftions,  two, 
three,  and  four  drams,  at  a  time,  are  introdu¬ 
ced  into  the  body,  that  never  fails  (notwith- 
ftanding  what  they  alledge)  to  reunite  again 
in  the  body.  If  there  be  fome  damage  to  be 
apprehended  in  the  ufe  of  mercury,  as  may 
be  judged  from  the  above  comparifon  alone, 
on  which  fide  is  the  greateft  danger,  or  rather 
is  there  not  always  danger,  and  very  often 
fatal  accidents,  attending  the  common  me¬ 
thod  of  fricfcions.  There  never  happens  any 
in  that  which  we  propofe 3  not  only  on  ac¬ 
count  of  our  preparations,  which  fweeten, 
purify,  and  diveft  the  mercury  of  all  its  ma¬ 
lignant  qualities  3  but  like  wife  on  account  of 

M  3  the 
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the  ■  very  fmall  quantity  which  we  make  to 
enter  into  the  body,  namely,  a  fmall  quantity 
of  a  very  great  virtue,  and  of  a  marvellous 

and  infallible  efficacy. 

If  M.  Aftruc  himfelf  would  condefcend  to 
give  fome  attention  to  my  mercurial  prepa¬ 
rations  and  my  method,  I  flatter  myfelf  that, 
raifed  as  he  is  above  the  vulgar  by  his  rare 
merit,  far  from  cenfuring  mercurial  prepara¬ 
tions,  he  would  become  a  zealous  advocate 
for  them.  To  fall  into,  and  to  continue  in 
an  error,  is  a  pretty  common  thing  amongft 
the  vulgar 3  but  to  acknowledge  and  confefs 
one’s  error,  is  to  furpafs  other  men,  and  to 
deferve  the  name  of  a  wife  man. 

In  fadl,  it  feems  to  me  the  fhorteft,  the 
moft  certain,  and  the  moft  diredt  road  to  ar¬ 
rive  at  the  difcovery  of  truth,  to  obferve 
fome  moderation  in  one’s  fentiments,  and 
fome  modefty  in  one’s  difcourfe  5  never  to 
maintain  any  opinion,  how  probable  foever, 
with  prepofteffion  and  obftinacy;  to  be  al¬ 
ways  ready  to  hear  the  objections  and  reafons 
of  others,  and  even  to  adhere  to  them,  and 
change  opinion,  if  it  be  neceffary. 

However  we  have  ftill  a  good  many  high 
ftorms  of  this  author  to  weather  through  3 
but  before  we  come  to  hear  the  thunder- 
crack,  let  us  fortify  ourfelves  with  courage 
and  patience  :  after  that,  we  will  enter  into 
fome  detail,  and  endeavour  to  fhew,  that  our 
opinion  and  method  of  curing  venereal  dif~ 
eafes,  by  way  of  mercurial  pi'eparations  taken 

,  in&ernally.) 
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Internally,  is  founded  upon  the  judgment  and 
authority  of  the  greateft  matters  of  the  art. 

Art.  III. 

I  prefer  brevity  to  the  pleafure  and  advan¬ 
tage  I  might  have  of  following  M.  Aftruc 
ftep  by  ftep,  ttnce  in  going  along,  I  might 
make  him  more  and  more  fenfible  of  his  er¬ 
ror,  in  believing  that  the  method  of  fridtion 
is  the  only  and  the  beft  method  that  is  in  ufe 
for  the  cure  of  venereal  difeafes.  Moreover, 
it  is  certain  that  the  contradictions  and  intta- 
bility  of  the  method  and  reafonings  which 
this  author  ufes,  are  fufficient  to  fhow  how 
little  folidity  they  have.  It  is  a  common 
fault,  into  which  thofe  fall  who  embrace  an 
erroneous  opinion ;  truth  never  lofes  its  rights, 
it  fhines  through  the  veil  with  which  people 
want  to  cover  it,  with  an  intent  to  favour 
and  gain  credit  to  their  opinion  :  but  all  thefe 
fhifts  become  ufelefs;  that  very  truth  can  ne¬ 
ver  be  e> .tinguifhedj  it  ihines  and  fhows  itfelf 
more  illuftrious,  after  it  has  difperfed  the 
clouds.  The  great  variety  that  abounds  in 
M. .  Aftruc’ s  writings,  and  the  conceffions 
which  he  makes,  are  a  ftriking  inftance  of 
what  I  have  juft  faid. 

In  fadt,  we  need  only  attend  to  the  wri¬ 
tings  of  this  celebrated  phyfician,  and  we 
fhall  fee  to  arife,  from  time  to  time,  in  forfie 
fort,  vapours,  tempefts,  ftorms,  lightening, 
and  thunder,  which  feem  as  if  they  would 
pyerturn  every  thing  }  he  admits  of  no  other 

M  4  opi- 
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opinion  but  his  own,  though  that  of  others 
be  grounded  upon  reafon,  which  he  pretends 
Ihould  be  of  no  weight  in  phyfick,  when  it 
ftands  alone.  Let  us  hear  this  author,  ’tis  he 
who  is  going  to  make  a  terrible  noife ;  and 
he  alone  is  capable  of  doing  it  in  fuch  ftrong 
and  emphatick  terms  as  the  following,  B.  2. 
ch.  12.  p.  255.  <c  Let  then  thefe  impoftors  i 
£C  be  gone,  who,  with  their  panacea’s,  pre- 
cipitates,  magifteries,  pills,  powders,  elixirs, 
fecrets,  and  mercurial  tindtures,  dare  pro- 
cc  mife  a  radical  cure  of  a  confirmed  pox. 

C£  Let  them  at  length  forbear  difhonouring 
£C  phyfick,  and  rendering  it  odious,  through 
€C  the  abominable  abufe  which  they  make  of 
£c  excellent  remedies,  which  being  well  ap- 
*€  plied,  have  reftored,  and  will  ftill  reftore, 
ce  health  to  a  great  many  people/’ 

After  all  this  ado,  it  feems  that  there  is  no 
agreement,  truce,  reconciliation,  nor  peace  to 
be  expedted  ;  however  the  ftorm  ceafes,  lucid 
intervals  fucceed,  and  the  tempeft  js  blown 
over;  let  us  refume  courage:  cc  One  may 
cc  fee  by  this  (  it  is  ftill  our  author  that 
c£  fpeaks )  that  I  do  not  pretend  to  con-  1 
demn,  in  any  fhape,  the  internal  ufe  of 
u  mercurial  preparations ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
*c  reckon  them  very  ufeful,  provided  they  be 
employ’d  in  thofe  maladies  where  they  are 
cc  proper,  and  with  the  method  convenient 
for  venereal,  juft  beginning  and  local,  ma- 
“  ladies,  as  the  gonorrhoea,  bubo’s,  fhankers, 
verruca’s,  &c.  becaufe  one  has  grounds  to 
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cc  hope,  that  by  fuch  remedies  a  venom, 
“  which  is  but  in  fmall  quantity,  and  but 
"  newly  communicated,  may  be  rooted  out/" 

This  is  not  all,  our  author  makes  us  a  great 
many  more  conceffions,  without  any  need  of 
calling  a  congrefs ;  there  is  however  room  to 
believe,  that  it  is  by  the  mediation  of  the 
■moil  able  phyficians,  among  others  Dr.  Boer- 
haave  and  Dr.  Mead,  who  are  very  far  from 
being  altogether  of  his  opinion:  I  mention 
thefe  alone,  that  I  may  not  over-burden,  like 
him,  this  work  with  an  idle  lift  of  names, 
and  becaufe  he  juftly  gives  them  the  higheft 
praifes,  as  being  lovers  of  truth.  In  a  word, 
he  is  obliged  to  agree  in  two  effential  points. 

The  firft  is,  that  by  the  way  of  fri&ion 
and  falivation,  we  cannot  hope  to  cure  every 
fort  of  pox. 

The  fecond  point  is,  that  thefe  cures  are 
referved  to  mercury  taken  inwardly,  and  to 
guijac.  . 

It  will  hardly  be  believed,  that  fuch  con- 
ceflions  fhould  have  efcaped  this  author  *  but 
fuch  is  the  force  of  truth,  that  it  fhews  itfelf 
in  fpite  of  us,  what  fhifts  and  precautions  fo- 
ever  we  may  take  to  conceal  it.  Our  preju¬ 
dices  impofe  upon  us  for  a  time,  but  lboner 
or  later  we  are  obliged  to  fubmit  to  truth.  In 
order  to  convince  us  of  this,  I  am  going  to 
tranfcribe  faithfully,  and  word  for  word,  what 
this  author  fays. 

ct  All  the  liquors  having  recovered  their 

fluidity  by  means  of  mercury  abminiftered 

“  by 
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cc  by  way  of  fridtion,  the  veffels,  pores,  and 
€C  excretory  dudts  being  opened,  the  ofcilla- 
u  tion  of  the  fibres  encreafed,  the  circula- 
£C  tion  of  the  humours  accelerated,  and  the 
€c  pocky  venom  deftroyed  and  rooted  out  $ 
that  is  to  fay,  the  antecedent,  concomi- 
€C  tant,  and  efficient  caufes  of  the  malady  be- 
€c  ing  deftroyed,  the  humours  will  no  longer 
€t  ftagnate  in  the  parts,  and  confequently 
■“  rheumatick  and  gouty  pains  will  be  quite 
<c  removed.  The  humours  that  are  contrary 
“  to  nature,  not  only  thofe  of  the  foft  parts, 
but  likewife  of  the  bony  parts,  wfill  be  re- 
cc  folved,  fuch  as  ganglions,  nodus’s,  vifcous 
<c  tumours,  meliceres,  atheroma’s,  fteatoma’s, 
cc  fchirrus’s,  exoftofes,  and  hyperoftofes,  ero- 
cc  fions,  and  ulcers  of  the  parts,  will  be  cu- 
cc  red  1  as  alfo  the  different  forts  of  tetters, 
puftules,  ulcers,  and  the  caries :  in  fine, 
all  the  fymptoms  of  the  pox  will  difappear 
tf  in  a  little  time. 

“  Moreover,  what  we  fay  of  the  effedt  of 
<£  mercury,  ihould  be  taken  with  fome  grains 
<c  of  allowance ;  (it  is  ftill  our  author  that 
<c  fpeaks)  for  the  adtion  of  the  mercurial  glo- 
“  bules  upon  the  blood,  the  veffels  and  the 
tfc  obftacles  which  they  meet  with  in  their 
way,  being  limited,  it  muft  alfo  have  a  li- 
£C  mited  effedt.  Thus  the  mercury  may  quite 
carry  off  obftrudtions,  diffipate  grofs  hu- 
mours,  and  difcufs  tumours,  when  the 
matter  which  forms  them  is  ftill  foft  and 
capable  of  yielding  $  but  the  fame  fuccefs 

£C  ought 
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*l  ought  not  to  be  expedted  when  it  is  too 
u  hard  and  compadt;  whence  it  happens, 

“  that  inveterate  and  obftinate  ganglions,  no- 
£{  dus’s,  fchirrhus’s,  exoftofes,  and  hyperojf- 
<c  tofes,  fometimes  continue  after  mercurial 
<c  fridtions  well  adminiftered,  tho’  the  pocky 
<c  venom  be  entirely  deftroyed.”  All  this  has 
very  much  the  air  of  a  paradox  ;  does  it  not  * 
carry  with  it  fome  degree  of  complaifance, 
were  it  only  that,  in  favour  of  juftice  ?  our 
author  yijlds  to  gayac,  at  the  expence  of 
mercury  adminiftered  by  way  of  fridtion  ;  for 

1.  He  agrees  that  the  decodtion  of  guijac, 
as  like  wife  the  decodtion  of  china-root,  falfa- 
parilla,  faftafras,  &c.  are  ferviceable  in  vene¬ 
real  maladies,  when  juft  beginning  and  local., 
as  in  a  gonorrhoea,  bubo’s,  fhankers,  and  ver¬ 
ruca’s,  in  which  the  morbifick  venom  that 
is  but  in  fmall  quantity,  may  commonly  be 
extirpated  by  a  decodtion  of  the  woods ;  yet 
we  muft  be  cautious  not  to  ufe  it  rafhly  on 
lean,  dry,  pale,  and  bilious  patients,  or  on 
fuch  as  already  have  their  lungs,  kidneys,  or 
bladder,  affedted  with  any  diforder. 

2.  That  this  decodtion  ufed  with  the  fame 
precaution,  is  very  ferviceable  in  rooting  out 
the  pocky  pains  that  may  remain  after  mer¬ 
curial  fridtions,  whether  it  be  prefcribed  alone, 
or  given  cut  among  cow’s  milk,  according  as 
the  temperament  of  the  patient  is  more  moift 
or  dry,  more  ferous  or  faline. 

3.  And  laftly,  that  it  is  fometimes  necef- 
fary  after  fridtions  duly  adminiftered,  when 

the 
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the  pox  is  complicated  with  the  kingVevif 
or  fcurvy,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  fymp- 
toms  depend  on  thefe  two  caufes  •>  for  mer¬ 
cury,  which  powerfully  deftroys  the  pocky 
venom,  for  the  moft  part  makes  no  impref- 
lion  on  the  fcrophulous  or  fcorbutick  venom  $ 
whereas  they  both  happily  yield  to  the  de¬ 
coction  of  guijac.  And  therefore  I  have  feem 
pocky  patients  attacked  at  the  fame  time 
with  the  fcurvy  and  the  king’s-evil,  who 
could  not  recover,  notwithstanding  frictions 
duly  adminiftered,  a  perfect  ftate  of  health, 
till  after  they  had  ufed,  for  a  month  together, 
a  decoction  of  guijac  alone,  or  mixed  with 
other  woods,  and  certain  antifcrophulous  or 
antifcorbutick  herbs. 

The  thing  that  might  have  given  occafion 
to  M.  Aftruc's  making  the  concefilons  which 
feem  entirely  to  deftroy  his  opinion  and  me¬ 
thod,  or  that  which  at  leaf:  has  obliged  him 
in  feme  meafure  to  recant,  after  what  he 
has  faid  in  fo  high  a  train  about  the  power¬ 
ful  effects  of  mercury  adminiftered  by  way 
of  friction,  is  probably  owing  to  the  obfer- 
vations  made  by  M.  Boerhaave  on  the  uneffi-  1 
cacy  of  mercury,  adminiftered  by  way  of 
friction,  or  perhaps  owing  to  his  own  pro¬ 
per  experience.  M.  Boerhaave a  gives  an  ac¬ 
count  of  a  patient  who  had  been  given  over 
by  the  phyficians,  whofe  medicines  had  pro¬ 
ved  unfuccefsful,  as  well  as  mercurial  fric¬ 
tions, 

3  See  this  author’s  preface  to  his  edition  of  Aloyfius  Lufmus, 
printed  at  Leyden,  anno  17  28. 
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tions,  was  neverthelefs  perfectly  cured  bv 
ufing  a  decodtion  of  guijac.  M.  Boerhaave 
goes  on,  and  believes  that  mercury  being  put 
into  motion  by  the  vital  force  alone,  cures 
certain  venereal  maladies,  by  driving  out* 
when  thus  excited,  the  pocky  venom  :  where¬ 
fore  it  has  no  efficacy,  when  this  venom  is 
fixed  in  places  out  of  the  reach  of  the  addon 
of  the  heart  and  arteries  5  whence  it  happens 
that  mercury  adminiftered  by  way  of  fridti- 
ons,  does  not  cure  the  caries  of  the  diploe, 
but  fpreads  in  the  bony  cellules,  that  are  void 
of  marrow,  and  there  remains  fixed.  Hence 
it  likewife  happens,  that  when  the  venom  in- 
fedts  the  marrow  of  the  bones,  the  mercury 
does  not  carry  it  off  but  with  a  great  deal  of 
difficulty.  And  as  to  gonorrhoea’s,  that  are 
only  in  the  cellular  texture  of  the  penis,  a 
place  where  the  circulation  of  the  humours  is 
fcarce  perceptible,  mercury  never  cures  them, 
whilfh  at  the  fame  time  it  entirely  defiroys 
the  predominant  pox :  moreover  it  cannot 
hinder  the  fhedding  of  the  fm'all  bones,  which 
are  only  covered  with  very  fine  Ample  mem¬ 
branes  ;  but  it  can  cure  the  venereal  difeafes 
that  are  feated  in  places  where  there  are  arte¬ 
ries  of  blood,  ferum,  or  lymph,  and  other 
veffels,  in  which  the  circulation  of  the  fluids 
is  performed  with  a  convenient  velocity,  and 
which  can  receive  the  mercury  into  their  ca¬ 
vities,  and  ftrongly  propel  it  by  means  of 
their  contradlion. 
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M.  Aftruc  agrees  exadtly  with  M.  Boer- 
haave  ;  he  differs'  but  little  from  his  princi¬ 
ples,  and  believes,  according  to  his  own,  that 
the  pox,  of  which  M.  Boerhaave  fpeaks,  upon 
which  mercurial  fridtions  had  no  effect,  and 
which  neverthelefs  was  cured  by  a  decodtion 
of  guijac,  was  fcrophulous ;  and  that  confe- 
quently  it  could  not  any  wife  affedt  the  me¬ 
thod  of  fridtions,  nor  prove  the  unfufficiency 
of  mercury  for  deftroying  the  pox  according 
to  that  very  method  ;  but  only  its  unfuffici¬ 
ency  for  curing  the  king’s- evil,  and  a  fcro- 
pulous  cachexy. 

I  leave  the  judicious  world  to  determine 
the  cafe,  and  the  queftion  agitated  between 
thefe  two  famous  authors ;  and  I  will  draw 
no  other  advantage  from  it,  than  that  of  lnew- 
ing  evidently,  that  the  greateft  partifans  for 
the  method  of  fridtions,  are  forced  to  agree, 

1.  That  this  method  is  unfufficient  to  cure 
all  forts  of  pox,  particularly  the  fcrophulous 
fort,  a  fcrophulous  and  fcorbutick  cachexy, 
gonorrhoea’s,  bubo’s,  lhankers,  tetters,  the 
caries  of  the  bones,  &c.  in  ffiort,  all  the  par¬ 
ticular  forts  of  pox. 

2.  That  there  are  very  few  pox  that  are 
not  complicated  with  thefe  maladies,  and  thefe 
fymptoms ;  feeing  that  in  fome  meafure  the 
feat  of  the  king’s-evil  is  in  the  lymph,  as  we 
fhall  more  accurately  confirm  in  what  fol¬ 
lows,  when  we  come  to  treat  of  this  malady. 

3.  Laltly,  that  it  is  not  to  the  purpofe,  that 

thefe  advocates  for  mercurial  fridtions,  ffiould 

give 
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give  no  other  virtue,  no  other  quality  to  mer¬ 
cury,  than  its  weight,  divifibility,  mobility,, 
and  its  round  and  fpherical  figure;  pretended 
virtues,  that  to  me  feem  very  equivocal  and 
very  unfufficient  to  perform,  without  fome 
other  afiiftance,  the  radical  cure  of  that  cruel 
malady ;  the  principal  virtue  which,  accord¬ 
ing  to  them,  is  its  great  weight,  is  rather 
hurtful  than  ferviceable ;  it  oppreffes  the  bow¬ 
els,  which  are  too  foft  and  too  weak  to  refift 
it,  and  by  the  violence  of  its  motion,  it  may 
eafily  bund  (a  thing  that  too  often  happens] 
the  too  much  diftended  coats  of  the  vefiels. 
We  have  fhewn  above  in  this  treatife,  all  that 
is  juftly  to  be  apprehended  from  mercury, 
adminiftered  as  is  done  to  this  day,  either  by 
way  of  fridtion,  or  internally,  without  puri¬ 
fication  and  due  preparation,  grofily,  without 
art  and  fkill ;  and  we  may  truly  fay,  that  if 
the  fpecifick  remedy  for  the  cure  of  venereal 
difeafes  has  been  known,  people  did  not  know 
how  to  prepare  or  adminifter  it.  Thus  in  or¬ 
der  to  avoid  prolixity  and  repetitions,  we  re¬ 
mit  the  reader  to  what  we  have  faid  of  this 
mixt,  and  to  the  preparations,  and  falutary 
and  fpecifick  remedies  which  we  have  given 
of  it,  whofe  excellence  we  are  going  to  £hew 
more  and  more,  by  the  application  we  are 
about  to  make  of  it,  in  giving  a  plain  account 
of  our  method  for  the  cure  of  venereal  ma¬ 
ladies,  that  will  contain  the  manner  of  ad- 
niiniftering  it  with  fuccefs,  for  the  cure  of 
all  venerel  difeafes,  either  Amply  beginning, 

3  locally 
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locally  complicated,  fcrophulous  and  fcorbu- 
tick  ;  and,  in  general,  of  what  fort  and  nature 
foever  they  be. 

C  H  A  P.  III. 

Containing  the  author's,  method  for  the  cure 
and  treatment  of  the  pox ,  and  the  admini - 
ftering  the  remedies  and  preparations  pre¬ 
vious  thereto . 

¥  Am  not  of  the  fame  opinion  with  thofe  who 
^  believe  that  preparations,  previous  to  the 
treatment  of  venereal  difeafes,  are  ufelefs  and 
even  noxious,  under  pretext  that  thefe  prepara¬ 
tions  weaken  the  patients.  M.  Aitruc  has  very 
well  eftablifhed  the  contrary,  and  it  would  be  a 
vain  attempt  to  add  any  thing  better:  I  there¬ 
fore  will  fay,  that  the  preparations  abfolutely 
depend  on  the  real  ftate  of  the  patient,  either 
with  regard  to  the  principal  malady,  or  with 
regard  to  the  accidental  maladies,  with  which 
the  pox  is  almoft  always  obferved  to  be  com¬ 
plicated;  and  that  confequently  one  fhould 
be  thoroughly  feniible  of  the  necefiity  there  is 
of  making  choice  of  a  good  phyfician  for  the 
conduct,  treatment,  and  adminiftering  of  re¬ 
medies,  in  order  to  draw  a  fore  diagnoftick, 
and  to  ad:  and  proceed  accordingly  ;  fince  on 
this  knowledge  of  the  treatment  and  applica¬ 
tion  of  remedies,  I  in  fome  meafure  make  to 
depend  the  good  fuccefs  of  a  radical  cure ; 
for  it  is  not  fufficient  to  have  a  good  remedy, 
if  one  does  not  know  how  to  adminifler  it 

properly, 
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properly,  according  to  art,  the  nature  of  the 
cafe,  and  its  peculiar  circumftances. 

From  what  we  have  juft  obferved,  there 
arifes  a  confequence  which  is  no  lefs  impor¬ 
tant,  and  which,  I  know  not  by  what  fata¬ 
lity  it  happens,  is  not  fufficiently  attended  to.‘ 
It  fee  ms  that  people  are  enemies  to  them- 
felves,  and  renounce  the  light  of  right  rea- 
ion  ;  we  are  very  fenfible  that  it  is  neceftary 
to  make  choice  of  a  good  phyfician  ;  yet  for 
all  that,  the  greateft  part  of  mankind  truft 
and^  give  thernfelves  entirely  up  to  perfons 
poftefled  of  pretended  fecrets,  who  thruft 
thernfelves  into  the  treatment  of  thefe  mala¬ 
dies  j  the  greateft  part  of  whom,  without 
principles,  knowledge,  fkill,  probity,  autho¬ 
rity,  or  power,  run  from  houfe  to  houfe,  ad- 
minifter  remedies  that  do  more  hurt  than 
good,  augment  and  caufe  new  maladies,  which 
it  is  very  difficult,  not  to  fay  impoffible,  for 
the  abieft  phyfician  and  the  heft  remedies, 
afterwards  to  cure.  V/c  cannot  be  too  cau¬ 
tious,  nor  too  much  exafperated  againft  fuch 
perfons,  real  quacks  and  publick  pelts,  who 
are  not  only  a  difcredit  to  phyfick,  but  like- 
wife  ftrike  at  the  very  laws  of  civil  fociety. 

What  we  have  juft  now  faid,  fhows  two 
things  equally  uTeful  to  be  obferved  5  the  firft 
is,  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  of  preparations 
previous  to  the  adminiftering  topical  remedies 
for  the  cure  and  treatment  of  venereal  mala¬ 
dies ;  the  lecond  is,  the  importance  of  making 
choice  of  an  able  phyfician  to  determine  thole 

N  prepa- 
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preparations,  and  put  them  in  practice ;  be* 
caufe,  regularly,  thefe  ought  to  be  diftindt 
and  different,  according  to  the  feveral  caufes 
of  maladies,  and  their  refpedive  fymptoms. 

Admitting  thefe  principles,  we  cannot  lay 
down  very  exadt  rules  at  prefent,  without  en¬ 
tering  into  a  circumftantial  detail  of  all  the 
forts  of  maladies  and  pox,  not  only  compli¬ 
cated  and  Ample,  but  peculiar:  fo  that  in 
this  refpedt,  not  to  run  into  confufion,  we 
referve  explaining  what  thefe  preparations 
ought  to  be,  feparately  and  diftindtly,  till  we 
/hall  come  to  treat  of  each  of  thefe  parts  in 
particular. 

We  will  therefore  confine  ourfelves  here  to 
give  a  general  method,  without  its  being 
drawn  into  confequence  for  particular  cafes, 
that  muft  have  been  mitigated,  altered,  and 
varied,  according  to  their  refpedlive  circum- 
ftances,  as  we  have  expreflly  faid  already. 

The  principal  end  which  a  phyfician  ought 
to  propofe,  fhould,  without  difpute,  be  the 
cure  of  the  difeale  which  he  treats :  for  this 
purpofe  he  cannot  fucceed  in  the  prefent  cafe, 
but  by  correcting  the  fault  of  the  blood,  and 
by  preventing  the  accidents  that  may  happen 
during  the  courfe  of  the  treatment  *  and  tho* 
I  be  no  great  ftickler  for  bleeding,  yet  fhould 
the  cafe  require  it,  we  muft  leffen  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  blood,  and  empty  the  veffels,  in  or¬ 
der  to  give  room  to  the  blood  which  we  would 
have  rarified  by  the  remedy  5  we  muft  dis¬ 
charge 
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charge  the  impurities  in  the  prims  vis,  and 
ali  the  vitious  humours  with  which  the  blood 
and  the  lymph  may  be  furcharged,  left, 
when  coming  to  be  put  in  too  great  a  flurry 
and  commotion  at  the  time  of  the  operation 
of  the  remedy,  thele  fhould  occafion  fome 
injury,  and  obftrud;  its  efficacy* 

It  is a  ftill  neceffary  to  examine  if  the  blood 
be  too  thin  or  too  thick  $  in  this  latter  cafe, 
it  muft  be  diluted’  and  if  it  be  too  acrid,  it 
mult  be  fweetened  •  fo  that  the  humours 
which  are  feparated  therefrom,  either  by 
urine b,  or  perfpiration c,  or  purgation,  may 
have  lefs  acrimony. 

In  a  word,  it  is  neceffary  to  foften  and 
take  down  the  fprings  of  the  parts  of  the  vifi- 
cera,  in  order  to  render  the  veffels  and  fibres 
more  lax,  and  that  they  may,  without  any  bad 
fymptom,  bear  the  encreafe  of  the  circulation 
of  the  blood,  the  more  copious  fecretion  and 
excretion  of  the  humours,  and  the  entire  re* 
folution  of  the  obftrudions  that  might  im¬ 
pede  the  circulation  of  the  blood. 

The  previous  preparatio?:. 

%  To  obviate  therefore,  and  prevent  the  at> 
cidents  which  we  have  juft  mentioned,  we 
muft,  1.  Draw  blood  from  the  patientVarm 
in  the  vena  bafilica,  the  quantity  fhould  bc 

N  2  fome^ 

a  Here  I  fpealc  according  to  the  galenic  , docu-me,  not  to 

~ a  dueftion  which  would  carry  us  too  far  from  the 
iubject  in  hand. 

1  ,^ee  Davache  de  la  Riv  i  ere* 

c  See  Sanftorius’s  Uatical  phyilck,  and  M.  le  Breton, 
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fomewhat  large,  yet  ftill  in  proportion  to  his 
ftrength,  age,  and  conftitution,  and  the  cli¬ 
mate  where  he  lives ;  fb  that  the  too  large 
bleeding  may  not  weaken  the  patient, 
whole  ftrength  mull  be  kept  up,  it  muft  be 
done  with  a  great  deal  of  prudence  and  dis¬ 
cretion,  and  good  blood  fubftituted  by  pre- 
icrihing  proper  aliments,  aflifted  by  the  re¬ 
medies  which  are  to  follow.  Thus,  upon 
this  article,  it  lies  upon  the  wifdom  of  the 
phyfician  to  examine,  if  there  be  a  plethora, 
or  a  tendency  to  putrefaction, 

2.  The  day  following  the  patient  muft  be 
purged  with  Grimaldi's  pills,  of  which  we 
have  already  fpoken  and  given  the  compofi- 
tion,  which  is  the  beft  purgative  can  be  ufed  5 
about  the  evening  of  the  fame  day  he  is  blood¬ 
ed,  that  is,  on  the  eve  of  the  purgation,  he 
muft  take,  before  he  goes  to  bed,  an  emolli¬ 
ent  glyfter,  that  the  purge  may  work  the 
better. 

3.  Then  he  muft  ufe  for  fome  time  the 
compound  baths  of  luke-warm,  very  clear,  and 
pure  water  $  that  is,  there  muft  be  boiled  apart 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  guijac,  china-root,  faffa- 
parilla,  and  failafras,  in  about  five  or  fix  pints 
of  water  ;  the  decoction  muft  be  fqueezed 
out,  the  water  ftrained  through  a  linen-cloth, 
and  poured  quite  hot  into  the" bath. 

One  cannot  determine  the  exadt  number  of 
baths  to  be  given,  nor  the  time  the  patient 
muft  continue  therein,  becaufe  that  depends 
on  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of  the  patient, 

~  his 
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his  dry  or  rnoift  conftitution  5  wherefore  that 
lies  upon  the  prudence  of  the  phyfician  to 
determine.  But  I  do  not  forefee  that  he  muft 
have  more  than  twenty,  or  lefs  than  ten  baths. 
He  muft  take,  while  in  the  bath,  a  large  cup 
of  whey,  in  which  is  to  be  dift'olved  two 
drams  of  our  folar  balm  :  this  is  to  be  obfer- 
ved  in  the  firft  bathing,  which  is  to  be  done 
in  the  morning  falling,  in  cafe  that  the  pa¬ 
tient  can  bear  two  aday ;  a  thing  which  is  to 
be  determined  by  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  the 
particular  circumftances,  and  the  phyfician ; 
wherefore,  at  the  fecond  bathing,  he  muft 

take  nothing,  and  muft  continue  therein  about 
an  hour. 

Water  in  general  is  a  fcvereign  remedy, 
whether  it  be  taken  inwardly  by  way  of 
drink,  or  be  ufed  by  way  of  bathing.  I  very 
much  approve,  upon  this  head,  all  that  M. 
Haguenot  has  laid  of  it  in  an  academical  the- 
fis  which  we  have  given  an  account  of  in  this 
treatife.  For  my  own  part,  I  am,  perhaps,  but 
too  much  inclined  to  extol  its  virtues ;  and 
I  have  fufficiently  explained  them  in  an  her- 
metical  difcourfe,  which  may  be  feen  at  the 
end  o i  the  pofthumous  works  of  the  late  M. 
Grimaldi,  firft  phyfician  to  the  king  of  Sar¬ 
dinia.  It  is  the  beft  diftolvent  in  nature  ;■  it 
does  not  break  nor  deftroy  the  bodies  it  dif- 
folves;  it  feparates  their  parts  without  vio¬ 
lence  ;  it  detaches  them  from  one  another ; 
it  parts  them,  and  only  alters  their  union. 

'  Water  dilutes,  detaches,  and  difiolves  all  the 

N  3  falts 
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falts ;  which  is  partly  what  we  want  by  pre- 
fcribing  baths  :  water  opens  up,  and  clears  the 
fmalleft  tubes  ,  it  wafhes  and  refrefhes  them, 
and  it  is  often  an  excellent  fudorifick.  More 
authors  d  than  one  have  alledged  that  pure 
water  cures  the  king’s-evil:  however,  one. 
muft  not  fuffer  himfelf  to  be  impofed  upon, 
baths  muft  be  ufed  with  caution,  diferetion, 
and  prudence,  becaufe  the  body  may  thereby 
be  too  much  comprefled,  which  often  weak-, 
ens  the  patient.  It  is  certain  that  baths,  which 
laved  the  life  of  Auguftus,  killed  young  Mar- 
ceilus,  and  very  much  diferedited  Mufa,  the 
Emperor’s  firft  phyfician,  who  had  brought 
them  into  vogue. 

4.  When  he  has  done  ufing  the  bath,  the 
patient  muft  be  purged  again  with  the  afore- 
laid  pills  of  M.  Grimaldi. 

5.  During  thefe  preparations,  and  even 
through  the  whole  courfe  of  the  treatment 
of  this  malady,  there  is  preferibed  a  regimen 
of  foftening,  moiftening,  and  cooling  food  ; 
the  patient  is  reftritfted  to  the  ufe  of  aliments 

a 

eafy  to  digeft,  of  good  nourifhment,  and  ta~  j 
ken  moderately.  He  may  eat  capons,  par- 

nr  tridges* 

d  Dr.  Brown,  in  his  treatife  on  cold  baths,  allures  us,  that  there 
is  not  a,  more  effectual  remedy  to  cure  the  king’s-evil,  than 
to  bathe  the  patient  in  cold  water.  Notwithffanding  the  ex-* 
penments  which  he  gives  an  account  of,  'tis  going  a  little  too 
tar.  See  on  this  fubjedt  the  different  treatifes  which  have  been 
written  on  water,  as  curious  as  they  are  ufeful  ;  among  others, 
the  medicinal  virtues  of  common  water,  by  Tvir.  Smith,  where 
one  will  find  that  beautiful  diilerfation  on  ice  by  the  learned 
and  admirable  M.  de  Mairan,  perpetual  fecretary  of  the  royal 
academy  at  Paris.  See  likewite  the  theology  of  water  by  Al¬ 
bert  Fabricjfris,  dodtor  of  divinity,  and  profellor  at  Hamburgh, 


VENEREAL  MALADIES,  183 

tridges,  pullets,  good  broths,  good  foups, 
pretty  fucculent,  and  be  contented  with  boil’d 
and  roafted  meat,  and  the  above-mentioned 
vidtuals,  a  little  beef  and  mutton,  no  veal 
and  no  ragouts,  nothing  high-feafoned,  very 
little  fait,  no  falads,  nor  fruits,  nor  any  other 
crude  things ;  he  may  drink  good  old  wine 
mixed  with  water,  the  whole  taken  mode¬ 
rately,  as  we  have  already  faid.  In  this  malady 
neceffary  care  muft  be  taken  againft  crudities 
in  the  ftomach ;  and  for  this  reafon  we  muft 
not  fail  ufing  the  folar  balm,  which  remedies 
this  inconvenience,  and  which  is,  at  the  fame 
time,  a  mild  purgative. 

6.  Things  being  in  this  condition,  there 
muft  be  put  into  a  decoftion  of  guijac  well 
made,  two,  three,  four,  five,  even  fix  drops, 
and  more  if  needful,  of  the  fpirit  of  martial 
mercury,  of  which  we  have  given  the  pre¬ 
paration  above,  B.  2.  c.  2.  p.  95 ;  and  make 
the  patient  take  it  in  the  morning  failing ; 
two  hours  after  that  fome  broth,  in  which  muft 
be  put  half  a  fcruple,  and  even  to  two  fcru- 
pies,  of  the  eflence  of  viper ;  and  the  patient 
muft  be  kept  warm  in  bed,  that  fweating  and 
perfpiration  may  be  more  conveniently  car¬ 
ried  on.  If  the  weather  be  fine,  nothing  hin¬ 
ders  but  that  he  may  take  the  air,  walk  a- 
broad,  amufe  and  divert  himfelf  agreeably, 
avoiding  the  great  cold,  the  night  air,  too 
much  exercife  and  fatigue,  and  in  ihort  the 
abufe  of  every  thing. 
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'  7.  At  noon  he  muft  dine  moderately*  ob- 
ferving  the  regimen  which  we  have  prefer!- 
bed ;  and  his  drink  throughout  the  day,  ex¬ 
cept  at  meal- times*  muft  be  a  ptifan  made  of 
gnijac  a.  In  the  afternoon  he  may  eat  a  bif- 
cuit  in  order  to  make  him  drink  of  the  pti¬ 
fan*  and  at  night,  for  his  fupper,  a  little  rice 
broth,  or  the  wing  of  a  pullet. 

8.  Failing  of  the  fjpirit  of  martial  mercury*, 
may  be  ufed  that  made  without  any  addition* 
the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  panacea* 
of  which  we  hkve'  like  wife  given  the  prepa¬ 
ration  in  the  above  quoted  place;' particularly 
the  panacea,  if  the  pox  be  complicated  with 
the  king’s-evii  and  feurvy. 

9.  Every  third  day  the  patient  muft  take, 
a  large  cup  of  whey,  in  which  two  drams  of 
folar  balm  have  been  di Solved  and  incorpora¬ 
ted  ;  this  will  keep  the  body  open,  purge 
him  gently,  comfort  his  ftomach,  make  him 
breathe  eafy,  open  and  remove  ail  obftr.ucfti- 
ons,  aifeharge  bad  humours,  drive  away  all 
forts  of  venom,  cure  the  caries  of  the  bones* 
and  all  ulcers,  and  lay  all  pains,  of  which  it 
removes  the  very  caufe.  I  will  give  a  more 
ample  account  of  the  virtues  and  properties 
of  this  admirable  balm,  when  I  fhalt  giv.e  its 
compofitrbn,  whofe  principal  virtue  arifes 
from  the  univerfal  fpirit  v/hich  enters' into  it* 
and  which  is  drawn  from  the  air  by  means 
or  a  glafs  nail,  made  in  the  form  of  a  cone  or 

egg, 

).  on  will  find  the  competition  of  this  ptjfnn  st  the  end  df 
$his  fil'd  part. 
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egg,  which  is  laid  upon  a  tin-pipe,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  fhould  be  a  recipient,  or  bot¬ 
tle  made  neat,  and  clean,  with  a  glafs- funnel, 
in  order  to  receive  the  fpirits :  the  globe  is 
expofed  in  the  fun-beams,  and  fhould  be  filled 
with  ice  and  very  pure  falls,  of  which  I  will 
alfo  give  the  compofition.  This  veiTel  fhould 
be  ftopt  up,  fo  that  nothing  may  enter  in  or 
go  out. 

As  I  do  not  pretend  to  give  a  treatife  of 
phyfick,  but  only  to  fhew  the  remedies  pro¬ 
per  for  curing  venereal  difeafes,  and  to  give 
an  exadt  and  natural  method  for  their  treat¬ 
ment,  I  take  myfelf  not  to  be  obliged  to  ex¬ 
plain,  by  a  philofophical  diflertation,  the 
origin  and  nature  of  this  fpirit ;  the  explana¬ 
tion  would  be  too  long,  and  carry  us  too  far 
from  our  fubjedt,  Let  it  fuffice  then  to  know, 
at  prefent,  what  we  have  learned  from  a  great 
number  of  repeated  experiments,  namely,  that 
by  means  of  this  fpirit,  and  with  it,  is  com¬ 
municated  a  quality,  virtue,  and  furprifing 
efficacy,  fo  to  fpeak,  to  the  remedies  anima¬ 
ted  therewith,  and  with  which  they  have 
been  impregnated  in  their  preparations. 

10.  And  laftly,  if  the  patient  be  troubled 
with  ulcers,  fhankers,  the  king’s-evil,  and 
feurvy,  and  every  other  fort  of  fymptom, 
they  may  be  happily  cured  with  the  balm 
applied  warm  on  the  part  affedted.  We  will 
explain  more  particularly  all  thefe  things, 
when  we  come  to  treat  of  each  of  thefe  ma¬ 
ladies  in  particular, 


Thus 
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Thus  the  phyfician,  who  will  follow  this 
method,  and  ufe  in  good  earneft  the  remedies 
which  we  have  given  the  publick,  as  the 
fruit  of  our  pains,  watchings,  indefatigable 
fludy  and  labour,  will,  together  with  his  pa¬ 
tient,  partake  of  the  pleafure  and  fatisfa&ion 
of  feeing  all  the  fymptoms  of  this  cruel  ma¬ 
lady  difappear,  and  arriving  at  a  happy  and 
radical  cure,  in  lefs  than  a  month,  without 
any  troublefome  accidents,  pains,  or  a  return 
of  the  malady. 

I  flatter  myfelf  that  I  have  accomplifhed, 
in  this  firft  part,  what  I  propofed ;  namely, 
made  out  that  chemical  remedies,  well  pre¬ 
pared,  are  preferable  to  the  common  and  ga¬ 
lenical  ones,  and  given  a  juft  idea  of  venereal 
maladies,  their  caufes  and  effects,  with  the 
fpecifick  remedies  for  their  cure :  there  re¬ 
mains  then  nothing  for  me  at  prefent,  but  to 
treat  feparately  of  the  fymptoms  of  this  cruel 
malady,  in  conformity  to  my  promife  and 
engagements ;  and,  according  to  my  method, 
like  wife  to  give  the  fpecifick  remedies  for 
their  cure ;  this  is  what  I  propofe  to  do  in 
the  next  part. 

The  fudorifick  ptifan  b. 

Take  of  guijac,  faffafras,  falfaparilla,  china- 
root,  of  each  an  ounce;  which  you  muft 
boil  in  an  unglaz’d  earthen-pot,  with  fix 

pints 

b  This  ptifan  fhould  be  given  on  every  occafiCR  where  we 
prefcribe  the  decoction  of  the  above-mentioned  woods,  having 
meant  no  more  by  the  word  decoftion  or  preparation,  than  this 
prelent  ptiian. 
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pints  of  water,  down  to  four  pints,  after 
draining  it  through  a  linen-cloth,  and  pound¬ 
ing  half  a  ounce  of  our  golden  antimonial 
pills  to  be  put  to  it.  The  patient  mull  take 
a  chopin  of  this  ptifan  every  morning  before 
he  get  up,  at  three  different  times,  intermit¬ 
ting  half  an  hour  between  each  time,  and 
keeping  himfelf  warm  a-bed. 


\  >  *  « 

End  of  the  Pirjl  Parti 


r. 


•  O  N 

Venereal  Mala  d  i  e  s„ 


T  ART  II. 


BOOK  I. 

In  which  will  he  treated  feparately  all  the 
Symptoms  of  the  pox ,  as  gonorrhoea'  jhan- 
kers^  phymofis ,  and  others ;  and  in  which 
fpecifick  remedies  will  be  given  for  each  of 
fheje  maladies . 


C  H  A  P.  I. 

Of  the  gonorrhoea ,  and  whatever  elfe  relates 

to  it . 

E/LKY  thing  in  this  world,  whether 
r  In  tlle  Pra<^ice  of  virtue,  or  in  that  of 
vice,  has  its  degrees  of  beginning,  middle, 
and  ending.  The  moil  abandon’d  do  not 

let 
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fet  out  with  the  greateft  crimes ;  fo  that  in 
fome  meafure  their  feveral  pains  are  propor¬ 
tioned  to  their  refpeftive  debaucheries. 

It  feldom  happens  that  a  young  man,  or  a 
young  woman,  in  lofing  that  precious  trea- 
fure  of  their  virginity  by  impure;  commerce ! 
get  all  at  once  an  univerfal  pox,  whofe  ve¬ 
nom  totally  corrupts  the  mafs  of  blood,  or 
that  it  produces  and  manifefts,  all  at  once, 
thole  dreadful  fymptoms,  which  when  united 
together,  entirely  opprefs  fuch  as  are  attacked 
by  them. 

Moreover,  the  different  veflels  or  recep¬ 
tacles  in  the  bodies  of  fuch  young  people, 
which,  fo  to  fpeak,  are  all  entire  and  frefb, 
do  refill  better  the  imprefiion  of  the  venom, 
(they  being  found,  and  of  a  more  clofe  con¬ 
texture)  than  thofe  which  being  already  de¬ 
cay’d,  half  battered,  and  worn  out  in  venereal 
purfiiits,  are  foft,  weak,  and  foon  excited, 
and  confequently  admit  more  eafily  and  more 
plentifully  the  venom,  which  meeting  with 
lefs  refiftance  and  impediment,  more  readily 
infinuates  and  introduces  itfelf  into  the  mafs 
of  blood. 

It  is  therefore  commonly  no  more  than 
one  of  thefe  particular  pox,  known  un¬ 
der  the  name  of  heat  of  urine,  gonorrhoea’s, 
fhankers,  bubo’s,  and  others,  that  are  got  at 
the  beginning  of  venereal  excefs.  How¬ 
ever  I  do  not  lay  this  down  as  an  infallible 
rule  ;  I  know  that  it  is  very  poffible,  one  may 
.  !  :  "  ’  -  at 


190  A  Treati  s it  on 

at  the  firfl:  time  be  totally  infe£ted ;  but  this 

is  a  rare  cafe. 

Thus,  without  entering  into  more  prolix 
reafonings  upon  this  head,  having  in  the  firft 
part  of  this  work  treated  of  the  pox  in  ge¬ 
neral,  we  are  going  in  the  fecond  part  to 
treat  of  its  feveral  fymptoms,  which  are  fo 
many  fpecies  of  it.  I  will  begin  with  the 
cure  of  heat  of  urine,  or  the  gonorrhoea,  and 
all  its  acceflaries. 

But  whatever  inclination  I  may  have  of 
cutting  matters  fhort,  however  as  this  fubjeft 
wants  to  be  cleared  up  in  order  to  underftand 
it  well,  and  to  be  able  at  the  fame  time  to 
profit  by  my  method  of  curing  this  malady, 
before  I  enter  into  a  circumftantial  detail,  I 
believe  it  will  not  be  amifs  to  make  fome  re¬ 
marks  on  a  certain  method  in  vogue,  after 
which  people  run  heedlefly,  becaufe  it  is  ca¬ 
ller  and  fhorter  in  the  appearance. 

Though  we  confider  the  gonorrhoea  as  a 
particular  fort  of  pox,  and  lefs  dangerous,  as 
to  its  confequences,  than  an  univerfal  pox,  . 
however  we  cannot  fay  that  it  is  lefs  cruel, 
dangerous,  and  difficult  to  cure  radically; 
and  that  it  draws  after  it  commonly  confe¬ 
quences  as  fatal,  when  it  is  ill  treated,  and 
when  the  patients  are  fo  unhappy  as  to  fall 
into  the  hands  of  pretenders,  quacks,  or  even 
fome  people  who  are  in  fome  reputation,  and 
who  pafs  for  able  men,  but  who  prefume  too 
much  upon  their  pretended  fpecifick  reme¬ 
dies,  becaufe  they  flop  the  running  in  a  little 
i  time. 
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time,  without  attending  that  they  only  fuf- 
pend  the  effedl  without  deflroying  the  caufe  5 
fuch  are  vitriolick  and  aflringent  inje&iions, 
charged  with  acid  and  fixt  falts,  effedually 
capable  of  flopping  the  running,  but  which 
never  fail  of  caufing  fatal  fymptoms,  efpecially 
when  they  are  made  ufe  of  in  the  beginning 
of  the  malady,  or  before  that  the  venom  has 
been  extinguifhed  by  proper  remedies. 

In  fad,  that  matter  which  runs  freely,  or 
which  begins  to  run  from  the  parts  where 
the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea  lies,  coming  to  be 
flopp'd  all  at  once,  is  gathered  together, 
heated,  fermented,  and  exalted  there,  infect¬ 
ing  whatever  comes  to  it ;  the  venom  encrea - 
fing  in  force  and  quality,  flows  back,  and 
carries  its  firfl  imprefiions  into  the  mafs  of 
the  blood  ;  and  its  pernicious  virulence,  which 
fpreads,  by  following  the  courfe  of  the  cir¬ 
culation  through  the  whole  habit  of  the  body, 
caufes  an  univerfal  pox. 

Heat  of  urine . 

Heat  of  urine  has  different  acceptations ; 
and  in  order  to  explain  diflindly  what  this 
malady  is,  and  to  be  able  to  cure  it  radically, 
it  is  neceflary  to  enter  into  a  circumflantial 
detail,  and  to  divide  and  fubdivide  it ;  that  is 
to  fay,  to  confider  its  caufes,  and  the  effefe 
of  thofe  caufes,  each  in  particular ;  becaufe 
they  differ  among  themfelves  according  to 
their  degree  of  malignity,  and  according  to 
the  feat  where  they  lie ;  and  confequently 

according 
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according  to  this  difference,  which  is  effen* 
tial,  each  muff  have  its  proper  remedy  ap¬ 
plied.  •  .  4 

.  •  The  heat  of  urine  therefore  is  of  different 
forts ;  fome  fhow  themfelves  by  a  heat  and 
burning  pain  which  the  patients  feel  in  making 
water;  at  other  times  by  a  heat  of  urine,  with  a 
running  of  a  purulent  matter,  either  yellow  or 
green,  with  a  pain  and  contorAon  of  the  pe¬ 
nis  in  eredtion ;  at  other  times  by  a  running 
of  purulent  matter,  without  much  heat  or 
pain  in  making  water  ;  and  laftly,  by  a  Ample 
running  of  the  femen,  without  any  heat  or 
pain. 

If  the  purulent  running  is  accompanied 
with  heat  and  pain,  then  it  is  a  heat  of  urine 
and  gonorrhoea ;  if,  on  the  contrary,  there  be 
Amply  a  heat  without  running,  it  is  a  Ample 
heat  of  urine.  That  fort  which  is  without 
any  running  of  a  virulent  matter,  but  either 
with  or  without  heat,  is  almoft  generally  ve¬ 
nereal  ;  that  is,  can  fed  by  intercourfe  with  an 
infefted  perfon.  The  method  which  fome 
debauchees  take,  in  order  to  avoid  catching 
the  pox,  by  not  entering  the  penis  entirely 
into  the  vagina  in  the  time  of  coition,  is  Ally 
enough,  becaufe  the  venom  is  fo  fubtile,  that 
it  penetrates  all  along  the  urethra,  and  com¬ 
municates  a  gonorrhoea  with  heat  of  urine ; 
io  much  the  more  difficult  to  be  cured,  as  it 
is  longer  in  breaking  out.  The  conjoint  caufe 
of  this  fymptom,  is  the  inflammation  of  the 
proftate  glands  and  veru-montanum,  when 

there 
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there  happens  a  gonorrhoea  with  heat  of  urine ; 
if  it  be  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  alone,  without 
heat  of  urine,  then  there  are  ulcers  in  the  parts : 
if,  in  fine,  it  be  a  fimple  gonorrhoea,  there  is 
only  a  relaxation  and  a  fuperfluity  of  ferous 
matter  in  the  proftatas ;  if  it  be  a  fimple  heat 
of  urine,  it  arifes  only  from  the  faline  parts  of 
the  urine. 

Probably  this  definition  of  heat  of  urine 
may  be  found  too  general,  and  confequently 
requires  farther  explication,  becaufe  this  name 
does  not  agree  with  a  great  many  of  the  ma¬ 
ladies  which  I  have  been  defcribing ;  let  us 
therefore  avoid  bad  explanations,  and  agree* 
that  all  running  of  the  femen,  or  purulent 
matter,  by  the  penis,  out  of  the  time  of  mak¬ 
ing  water,  fhould  be  called  gonorrhoea’s. 

The  caiife  of  the  gonorrhoea  is  the  fam# 
with  that  of  the  pox  ;  that  is  to  fay,  an  acid, 
coirofive,  volatile,  and  contagious  venom  • 
and  though  I  have  faid  that  the  feat  of  the 
gonorrhoea  lies  in  the  profiats  and  veru- 
montanum,  however  that  varies,  and  very  often 
its  original  feat  is  found  in  the  glands  of  the 
Urethra,  particularly  thofe  fituated  in  the  an¬ 
terior  part,  near  the  glaris ;  all  thefe  glands 
have  excretory  dudts,  which  often  lie  ob¬ 
liquely  in  this  canal  behind  and  before,  and 
are  called  blind  dudts.  Thefe  glands  of  the 
urethra  are  the  firft  that  prefent  themfelves 
in  order  to  difcharge  the  venom.  1  do  not 
here  meddle  with  the  difpute  that  has  arifen 
upon  this  head,  on  cccafion  of  the  opinion  of 
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Dr.  Cockburn,  an  Englifh  phyfician,  which 
contradicts  that  of  M.  Litre.  This  matter  is 
learnedly  explained  by  M.  Aftruc,  who  more¬ 
over  has  treated  fo  fully  of  this  malady,  that 
nothing  effential  can  be  faid,  which  he  has 
-  not  anticipated  $  fo  that  the  curious,  and  fuch 
as  would  be  farther  informed,  may  have  re- 
courfe  to  the  writings  of  this  author,  where 
they  £hall  have  entire  fatisfaCHon.  I  will 
therefore  only  mention  what  will  be  necelfary 
to  underftand  this  difeafe,  to  eftabliih  the  pre¬ 
ference  of  my  method  to  all  others,  and  at 
the  fame  time  fliew  its  neceffity  for  curing 
this  malady,  preferring,  before  any  other  con- 
fideration,  the  advantage  of  curing  to  that  of 
haranguing. 

Independently  of  the  gonorrhoea's  which 
we  have  mentioned,  there  is  a  dry  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  that  arifes  from  the  urethra  being  con¬ 
tracted  by  the  inflammation  and  pain  it  fuf- 
fers,  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  mouths  of 
the  excretory  duCts  of  the  glands  of  this  ca¬ 
nal,  of  the  proftatae  and  feminal  veflels,  are 
entirely  flopped  up,  and  let  no  part  of  the 
humour,  which  they  convey,  efcape  into  its 
cavity  ;  fo  that,  in  that  cafe,  the  gonorrhoea 
no  longer  runs. 

A  like  ftoppage  often  happens,  as  I  have 
already  obferved,  by  means  of  aftriogent  in¬ 
jections,  imprudently  adminiftered,  when  the 
virulent  femen  ceafes  to  run  from  the  feminal 
veficles,  and  its  refervoirs  are  inflamed  :  this 
\  femen  is  heated,  fwells  and  heaves,  refufes  en¬ 

trance 
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trance  to  that  which  comes  from  the  epidi¬ 
dymides  and  teftes,  and  thereto  communi¬ 
cates  its  own  alterations ;  and  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  getting  to  thefe  parts,  by  means  of  the 
vefifels  that  come  from  them,  and  that  are 
contiguous  to  the  feminal  veficles ;  the  tefti- 
cles,  and  even  the  fcrotum,  are  fwelled,  hard¬ 
ened,  and  grow  very  painful ;  this  is  what  they 
call  the  heat  of  urine  fallen  into  the  fcrotum. 

The  gonorrhoea  has  ftill  another  denomina- 
tion,  under  the  name  of  a  heat  of  urine  with  a 
cordee;  namely,  when  the  urethra  refembles  a 
cord,  by  the  contraction  or  corrugation  of  its 
fibres.  What  gives  occa-fion  to  this  fituation, 
is  the  inflammation  of  tfe  urethra,  which  not 
being  able,  notwithftanding  the  ereCtion,  to 
extend  itfelf  as  much  as  the  cavernous  bodies, 
makes  the  penis  to  bend  downwards ;  but  if 
the  fufpenfory  ligament,  which  ties  the  penis 
to  the  commififure  of  the  os  pubis,  be  attack'd 
with  an  inflammation,  the  penis  drawn  by 
this  ligament  will  bend  upwards:  on  the 
other  hand,  if  one  of  the  cavernous  bodies  be 
inflamed,  and  not  the  other,  it  will  be  bent 
to  that  fide  accordingly. 

A  woman,  attacked  with  a  virulent  gonor¬ 
rhoea,  finds  almoft  the  fame  fymptoms  as  a 
man  does,  and  almoft  fuffers  the  fame  pains ; 
that  is  to  fay,  a  tickling  and  itching  is  felt  in 
the  vagina  and  proftatse,  in  proportion  as  the 
venom  becomes  more  acrid  ;  this  tickling  and 
itching  turn  to  a  fmarting  pain,  and  a  burn¬ 
ing  heat.  There  comes  on  a  running  of  a 

O  2  white. 


* 


j 96  i  Treatise 

white,  greenhh,  yellowifh,  or  afti-coloured 
matter  from  the  vagina,  the  lacunas  of  the 
proflatae,  and  glands  of  the  vulva :  all  thofe 
parts  which  are  irritated  by  the  virulent  mat¬ 
ter  are  inflamed;  the  inflammation  commu¬ 
nicates  itfelf  to  the  urethra,  and  caufes  a  dy- 
fury,  and  fometimes  a  ftrangury,  of  equal 
pain  with  that  men  fuffer,  of  which  we  lhall 
fpeak  in  the  fequel. 

The  internal  membrane  of  the  vagina  be¬ 
ing  inflamed,  is  fwelled  and  contracted,  fo 
that  the  patient  cannot  bear  the  approach  of 
l  a  man.  A  man  attacked  with  this  malady, 
cannot  furmount  that  obftacle  without  buf¬ 
fering  exquifite  pain ;  fo  that  what  conftitu- 
ted  their  mutual  pleafure,  is  now  become  their 
-j—  punifhment. 

At  length,  after  long  torture  and  infuffera- 
ble  pain,  the  gonorrhoea  having  run  plenti¬ 
fully  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  days,  or  there¬ 
abouts,  the  glands  having  almofl:  difcharged 
the  venom  by  this  running,  and  the  virulent 
matter  being  foftened  and  diluted  by  the  ufe 
of  proper  remedies*/  the  running  is  abated, 
the  matter  becomes  white,  and  no  longer 
ifains  the  linen ;  then  the  fmarting  pain,  the 
inflammation,  the  heat  of  urine,  and  all  the 
other  fymptoms,  infenfibly  abate  and  difap- 
pear. 

The  diagncfiick  and  prognoftick . 

It  is  an  eafy  matter  to  know  a  virulent  go¬ 
norrhoea  in  men,  becaufe  all  that  runs  from 
the  urethra  proceeds  in  them,  either  from  the 

feminal 
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feminal  refervoirs,  as  the  femen,  the  feminal 
liquors,  and  the  pus  in  gonorrhoea’s ;  or  from 
the  bladder,  the  ureters,  and  kidneys;  as  the 
pus,  fanies,  and  glair,  in  maladies  of  the  kid¬ 
neys  and  bladder :  though  thefe  matters,  which 
come  from  thefe  different  parts,  have  fome- 
times  a  great  deal  of  refemblance,  yet  they 
always  differ  in  the  manner  of  their  discharge  : 
thofe  that  come  from  the  bladder  or  kidneys, 
do  not  pafs  but  in  making  water,  and  confe- 
quently  cannot  efcape,  but  when  the  fphindter 
of  the  bladder  is  dilated,  becaufe  they  come 
from  parts  beyond  the  fphindter ;  whereas 
the  others,  that  come  from  the  refer voirs  fitu- 
ated  on  this  fide  the  fphindter,  run  independ¬ 
ently  of  the  urine,  and  notwithflanding  the 
contraction  of  the  fphindter :  fo  that  any  fpe- 
cies  of  gonorrhoea  cannot  poffibly  be  con¬ 
founded  with  a  running  of  pus  or  glair  that 
comes  from  the  bladder.  It  is  an  eafy  matter 
even  to  diftinguifh  the  fimple  gonorrhoea’s 
from  the  virulent.  The  firft  fort  happens  to 
fuch  as  ufe  exceffive  ver^ery,  even  with  wo¬ 
men  that  are  found  5  and,  laftly,  to  fuch  as 
ufe  too  hot  glyfters ;  and  fometimes  too  to 
fuch  as  drink  Beer  to  Excels.  The  fimple 
heat  of  urine  is  not  attended  with  any  irrita¬ 
tion,  it  happens  without  any  pain,  ceafes  of 
itfelf  by  taking  fome  cooling  medicines,  or  a 
little  aqua  vitas,  after  drinking  beer,  and  tak¬ 
ing  reft,  and  obferving  to  live  temperately. 
The  other  forts  are  contracted  by  dealing 
with  a  tainted  perfon  ;  they  at  the  beginning 
caufe  a  great  difficulty  of  making  water,  con-. 
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tinue  long  Handing  and  obftinate,  and  are  at¬ 
tended,  while  they  laft,  with  evident  figns 
of  acrimony  and  virulence. 

The  diagnoftick  of  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  in 
women  is  not  fo  certain  ;  all  that  runs  in  the 
vulva,  comes  either  from  the  bladder,  thro’ 
the  urethra,  as  is  the  cafe  in  maladies  of  the 
kidneys  and  bladder;  or  from  the  matrix  thro’ 
tKivagina,  as  is  the  cafe  in  the  whites ;  or, 
laftly,  from  the  proftat®,  Cowper’s  glands, 
and  the  glands  in  the  vagina,  as  is  the  cafe  in 
gonorrhoea’s  of  all  forts.  What  I  have  juft 
now  faid  with  regard  to  men,  either  to  dif- 
tinguifti  the  running  of  pus  or  glair,  that 
come  from  the  bladder,  from  the  different 
forts  of  gonorrhoea ;  or  to  diftinguifh  Ample 
gonorrhoea’s  from  the  virulent,  ftiould  like- 
wife  be  underftood  of  women :  yet  in  this 


fex  the  gonorrhoea  is  very  often  confounded 
with  the  whites,  which  run  from  the  matrix 
through  the  vagina,  and  with  which,  it  muft 
be  granted,  the  gonorrhoea  has  a  great  refem- 
blance,  when  the  inflammation  has  abated  } 
and  it  is  an  error  which  women  themfelves 
countenance  frequently  enough,  either  be- 
caufe  they  are  really  ignorant  of  the  caufe  of 
the  diforder,  or  feek  to  conceal  it.  I  ftiall 
not  enter  into'  a  farther  detail  on  this  head,  as 
I  fhall  have  occafion  to  fpeak  of  it,  when  I 
come  to  treat  of  the  cure  of  the  whites.  . 


‘T’he  prognojlick  of  a  gonorrhoea  in  general. 

We  cannot  difpenfe  with  faying  fomething 
of  the  prognoftick  of  a  gonorrhoea  in  general ; 

and 
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and  to  do  it  with  fuccefs,  I  thought  I  could 
do  it  no  better  than  by  following  the  obfer- 
vations  which  M.  Aftruc  has  given  us.  I  dare 
flatter  myfelf  that  this  author  will  not  difap- 
prove  of  the  liberty  I  take,  conftdering  my 
good  intentions,  which  have  no  other  end 
than  to  be  ufefui  to  the  publick ;  and  furely 
I  could  not,  in  this  refpedt,  draw  from  a  bet¬ 
ter  fountain.  I  could  wife,  with  all  my 
heart,  that  I  could  in  like  manner  follow  him 
in  every  thing,  particularly  in  the  cure  of  this 
malady,  which  is  the  moft  effential  thing : 
but  in  this  giving  in  too  much  to  my  own 
inclinations,  I  feould  wander  from  my  pur- 
pofe  and  principles,  and  lofe  the  fruit  of  my 
painful  labours. 

A  gonorrhoea  being  an  inflammatory  dif- 
eafe,  ought,  like  other  inflammations,  to  ter¬ 
minate  four  ways,  namely,  by  re-folutlon,  fup- 
puration,  a  fcirrhus,  or  gangreen, 

1.  The  beft  way  is  by  re-folution?  for  it 
cures  the  diforder  quickly  and  thoroughly, 
without  leaving  in  the  parts  affedted  any  bad 
impreffion  ;  yet  it  is  rare,  becaufe  the  pati¬ 
ents,  who  for  the  moft  part  are  young  peo¬ 
ple,  will  not  comply  with  taking  remedies, 
and  obferving  exadtly  the  regimen  prefcribed 
them. 

2.  Suppuration  is  the  moft  troublefome; 
it  is  neverthelefs  common  in  all  gonorrhoea’s, 
if  they  be  neglefted  at  firft ;  and  pretty  fre¬ 
quent  in  virulent  gonorrhoea’s,  what  meafures 
foever  be  taken,  when  that  happens. 
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The  treatment  is  tedious,  becaufe  the  ul¬ 
cer  and  abfcefs  cannot  cleanfe  itfelf,  heal  up, 
and  cicatrize,  but  by  degrees. 

The  cure  is  lefs  perfed,  becaufe,  indepen-  j 
dently  of  other  inconveniencies,  there  remains 
an  efchar,  which  when  too  hard  or  too  flabby 
tnufl:  needs  contrad  the  urethra,  and  occafion 
a  a  ftrangury  in  the  train  of  the  gonorrhoea. 

3.  A  fcirrhus  is  no  lefs  troublefome,  for  it 
|iappens  that  the  fcirrhous  part  comprefles  the 
urethra  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  water  is  not 
made  but  with  difficulty,  which  produces  an 
habitual  ftrangury,  that  may  eafily  degenerate 
into  a  retention  of  urine. 

4.  Laftly,  the  patient  is  almoft  liopelefs, 
if  the  inflammation  turn  to  a  gangrene ;  be¬ 
caufe  being  interna],  it  is  a  very  difficult  mat¬ 
ter  to  cure  it  effedually ;  but  we  ought  not 
fcarce  ever  to  make  fo  fatal  a  prognoftick  of 
a  gonorrhoea,  unlefs  unhappily  the  inflamma¬ 
tion  be  of  the  moft  terrible  and  dangerous 
fort,  unlefs  the  patient  be  abfolutely  defti- 
tute  of  relief,  arid  the  inflamed  part  be  com- 
prefted,  battered,  and  bruifed,  by  abandon-  , 
ing  ones  felf  to  excefs  with  women  in  the  f 
courfe  of  the  malady,  or  by  being  long  a 
hprfeback,  and  riding  poft. 

The 

.  *  ^  ftrangury  may  happen  in  treating  gonorrhoea’s  accord- 
ipg  to  the  method  that  is  commonly  ufed,  but  it  is  guarded 
agiiinfi  by  mine.  ' 
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The  prognojlick  of  the  gonorrhoea  with  regard 
to  its  different  feat . 

When  the  gonorrhoea  only  attacks  Cow- 
per’s  glands,  a  thing  that  however  rarely  hap¬ 
pens,  becaufe  thefe  glands  being  fmall  and 
fituated  quite  near  the  fkin,  topical  remedies 
may  be  applied  with  fuccefs  ;  and  if  the  run¬ 
ning  be  but  in  fmall  quantity,  and  form  fome 
abfceffes,  it  may  eafily  be  cured,  by  making 
an  incifion  in  the  fkin. 

If  the  gonorrhoea  attack  the  proftatae  or 
the  feminal  veficles,  it  is  more  troublefome, 
infomuch  as  thefe  parts  being  more  confider- 
able,  the  inflammation  is  greater,  and  fpreads 
farther,  the  purulent  running  more  copious; 
and  in  cafe  of  an  abfcefs,  the  cure  more  dif¬ 
ficult  and  flow. 

As  to  the  prognoftick  of  a  gonorrhoea, 
which  is  only  in  the  fpongy  texture  of  the 
urethra,  we  fhali  give  a  detail  of  it  in  treating 
of  venereal  fhankers. 

After  having  given  a  diflindl  idea  of  the 
gonorrhoea,  we  are  going  to  give  the  reme¬ 
dies  that  are  proper  to  bring  about  the  radi¬ 
cal  cure  of  this  malady. 

Without  entering  into  tedious  reafonings, 
that  very  often,  far  from  being  ufeful,  or 
clearing  up  the  matter,  involve  and  embar- 
rafs  it,  and  by  that  means  are  rather  hurtful 
than  profitable,  and  only  tend  to  make  an 
unfeafonable  parade  of  an  idle  learning  ;  fo  in 
order  to  avoid  falling  into  this  inconvenience, 
1  "  apd 
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and  to  be  brief,  we  will  confine  ourfelves  to 
confider  the  gonorrhoea  under  two  forts ;  the 
firft,  which  we  will  call  the  fimple,  or  mild 
fort  $  and  the  fecond,  the  malignant  or  pu¬ 
rulent.  After  what  we  have  faid  on  this 
head,  it  will  be  an  eafy  matter  to  make  this 
diftindtion. 

With  regard  to  the  cure  of  the  fir  ft,  the 
following  remedies  are  fure  to  effedt  it :  Take 
half  an  ounce  of  the  four  larger  cold  feeds, 
and  twelve  almonds  peel’d,  beat  them  well 
in  a  marble- mortar,  pour  upon  them,  by  lit¬ 
tle  and  little,  two  pints  of  water,  in  which 
fome  barley  and  dog’s-grafs  have  been  boil’d, 
ftrain  the  whole,  and  if  any  more  remain, 
beat  it  over  again,  and  pour  upon  it  fome  of 
your  water ;  the  whole  being  {trained,  put 
thereto  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  drops  of 
the  fpirit  of  fulphur,  or  till  the  potion  be  of 
an  agreeable  tartnefs,  and  mix  therewith  an 
ounce  of  fugar-candy.  Robuft  perfons,  and 
fuch  as  have  a  good  ftomach,  mu  ft  drink 
thefe  two  pints  in  the  day-time,  or  in  the 
night ;  as  to  other  patients,  more  or  lefs.  To 
it  may  be  added  fome  fpoonfuls  of  orange-  lj 
flower-water,  to  ftrengthen  the  ftomach :  you 
are  to  continue  the  ufe  of  this  potion  for 
eight  days,  drinking  at  meals  a  great  deal  of 
water,  and  but  little  wine,  and  between 
meals  the  ptifan ;  that  is,  in  the  morning,  in 
the  afternoon,  and  in  the  night  if  one  wake. 
Eight  days  after  the  ufe  of  this  potion,  you 
are  to  take  the  following  purge  : 


Diflolve 
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Diffolve  half  a  dram  of  our  philofophick 
nitre,  one  of  our  golden  pills  of  forty  grains, 
with  an  ounce  of  caffia,  in  veal  or  pullet 
broth.  After  this  purge,  take,  for  three  days, 
in  the  morning  fading,  half  a  pint  of  the 
barley  and  dog’s-grafs  water,  in  which  dif¬ 
folve  two  drams  of  our  folar  balm.  The  re¬ 
gimen  as  to  food,  fhculd  be  moiftening  and* 
cooling,  and  white  meats  preferred  to  any 
other :  above  all,  there  fhould  be  no  ragout, 
and  no  excefs  of  any  kind :  three  days  after, 
you  muft  take  the  purge  I  have  juft  menti¬ 
oned.  After  that  is  done,  the  patient  (hall 
take  every  morning  broths  made  of  meat, 
with  herbs  and  a  little  fait.  Every  night,  at 
going  to  bed,  he  ftiall  take  half  a  pint  of 
whey  mixed  with  an  ounce  of  fyrup  of  vio¬ 
lets,  and  that  for  eight  days  running  ;  after¬ 
wards  the  purge  as  before. 

This  treatment  will  certainly  lay  the  acri¬ 
mony  of  the  humours,  and  foften  the  parts  5 
and  when  even  there  remains  fome  running, 
one  may  with  fecurity,  and  without  fearing 
any  bad  confequences,  fet  about  flopping  it, 
both  by  means  of  internal  remedies,  and  by 
injections,  which  may  be  done  feveral  ways. 
That  which  I  ufe  by  way  of  preference,  from 
the  experience  I  have  had  of  its  good  effects, 
is  the  following : 

Take  a  glafs  of  good  wine,  put  it  into  a 
filver  or  earthen  porringer,  make  it  hot,  and 
as  foon  as  it  is  lukewarm,  you  muft  diffolve 
therein  a  dram  of  my  folar  balm  5  and  after 

*  the 
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the  whole  is  well  mixed  and  incorporated, 
pour  it  into  the  fyringe,  and  proceed  to 
injedlion  from  three  to  four  times  a  day, 
minding  that  the  liquor  mu  ft  be  a  little  luke¬ 
warm,  and  remain  for  fome  time  in  the  blad¬ 
der,  in  order  to  have  effedt. 

During  the  time  of  injedtion,  twenty  grains 
of  our  martial  fait  mull  be  diffolved  in  a  pint 
of  river-water,  which  you  muft  previoufly 
mind  to  pafs  through  liltring  paper,  in  order 
to  make  it  more  clear  and  pure ;  drink  four 
large  glaffes  of  it  a-day,  at  fome  diftance 
from  your  meals;  to  wit,  one  glafs  in  the 
morning  falling,  another  half  an  hour  before 
dinner,  a  third  about  four  hours  after,  and 
the  laft  before  fupper. 

This  fait,  of  which  I  will  give  the  compo- 
fition,  is  admirable,  fince  it  alone  can  cure 
radically  the  gonorrhoea,  confequently  will  re- 
ftore  to  a  perfedt  ftate  of  health,  remove  the 
caufe,  and  the  effedts  of  that  caufe,  and  re- 
inflate  nature  in  her  entire  vigour. 

With  regard  to  the  fecond  gonorrhoea, 
which  I  call  malignant  and  purulent,  when 
there  are  juft  indications  to  fear  that  its  viru¬ 
lence  has  attacked  the  fpirits,  and  communi¬ 
cated  itfelf  to  the  blood,  the  moft  certain  and 
effectual  treatment,  in  order  to  be  allured  of 
a  radical  cure,  is  to  ufe  the  fame  remedies 
which  I  do  in  my  method  for  the  cure  of  an 
univerfal  pox  j  fo  that  I  will  ufe  no  repeti¬ 
tions. 
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As  to  the  gonorrhoea’s  known  under  the 
denomination  of  dry  gonorrhoea’s,  heat  of 
urine  fallen  into  the  fcrotum,  as  they  are  very 
malignant,  and  as  they  are  always  owing  to 
the  fame  caufe,  though  the  effe&s  be  differ¬ 
ent,  we  ufe  for  their  cure  the  fame  treatment 
and  the  fame  remedies  as  for  an  univerfal 
pox ;  adding  farther,  if  the  cafe  require  it, 
for  example,  if  a  confiderable  inflammation, 
abfcefs,  or  other  fymptoms,  come  on  5  baths, 
half-baths,  bleeding,  fomentations,  and  ca- 
taplafms,  which  an  able  phyfician  will  not 
fail  prefcribing  according  to  the  cireumftan- 
ces,  which  fhould  always  determine  us. 

But  an  effential  thing  which  is  not  fuffici- 
ently  attended  to,  and  which  even,  in  fome 
meafure,  the  beft  authors  have  negledled,  or 
treated  but  indifferently,  and  that  is  feverai 
maladies  with  which  a  patient  is  attacked  af¬ 
ter  the  treatment  and  cure  of  a  virulent  go¬ 
norrhoea,  and  even  when  he  thinks  he  has 
been  radically  cured  of  this  diftemper,  be- 
caufe  he  finds  no  more  pain,  and  the  great 
running  has  ceafed. 

Thefe  maladies  are  no  lefs  dangerous  and 

prejudicial  than  a  virulent  gonorrhoea  itfelf, 

for  they  are  always  owing  to  this,  that  it  has 

been  ill  treated  bv  bad  medicaments,  and  con- 

*  _  7 

fequently  badly  cured.  Thefe  maladies,  I 
fay,  the  mod  confiderable,  with  regard  to 
their  confequences  and  their  pains,  are  either 
an  involuntary  running  of  the  femen,  which 
is  nothing  lefs  than  an  habitual  gonorrhoea, 

or 
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or  ftrangury,  or  dyfury,  which  caufe  the 
moft  cruel  pains,  and  occafion  ulcers. 

CHAP.  II. 

Containing  a  defcription  of  an  involuntary 
running >  or  habitual  gonorrhoea. 

It  very  often  happens,  that  after  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  a  long  and  obftinate  virulent  gonor- 
hcea,  one  is  attacked  with  an  involuntary 
running  of  the  femen  continually,  more  or 
lefs,  according  to  the  exercife,  reft,  or  excefs 
ufed  by  the  patient. 

If  we  confult  able  anatomifts,  reafon,  in 
concert  with  their  experience,  (hows  that  ai- 
moft  all  the  femen  which  flows  through  the 
urethra,  comes  from  the  feminal  veficles  or 
proftatse ;  that  which  is  prolifick,  comes  from 
the  feminal  veficles,  where  it  is  carried  from 
the  tefticles  by  the  vafa  deferentia  3  that  which 
is  lymphatick,  comes  from  the  proftatse, 
where  it  is  feparated  from  the  blood.  The 
feminal  veficles  open  into  the  urethra,  each 
by  a  particular  canal  ;  it  is  between  thefe  two 
canals  we  may  obferve  a  little  eminence  cal¬ 
led  veru-montanum :  the  proftate  glands  like- 
wife  open  into  the  urethra  by  twelve  excre¬ 
tory  dudts,  but  which  are  proportionably 
ftraiter,  in  order  the  better  to  keep  the  fe¬ 
men  which  thefe  glands  contain. 

Thefe  excretory  canals  of  the  femen  are 
fo  well  formed  in  a  natural  ftate,  either  by 
means  of  the  complication  of  mufcular  fibres, 
o  which 
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which  ferve  them  inflead  of  a  fphin&er,  or  by 
means  of  the  fpring  of  the  furrounding  parts.,  fo 
that  there  cannot  pafs  a  Angle  drop  of  liquor, 
unlefs  the  feminal  veficles  or  predate  glands  be 
ftrongly  comprefled,  both  by  the  contraction 
of  the  membranes,  with  which  they  are  en¬ 
velop’d,  and  by  that  of  the  mufeuli  ereCtore$ 
and  accelerators,  as  is  the  cafe  in  ejection. 

From  thence  may  be  concluded,  that  this 
running  proceeds,  1.  From  this,  that  the  ex¬ 
cretory  canals  of  the  femen  being  too  much 
dilated,  they  are  found  enlarged  more  than 
ordinary,  and  remain  half  open.  Or,  2.  From 
this,  that  the  relaxation  brought  upon  the 
neighbouring  parts,  does  not  permit  them  to 
fhut  them  up  with  fufficient  force  to  retain 
the  femen.  It  is  likewife  eafy  to  conclude, 
that  what  ordinarily  occafions  it,  and  efpeci- 
ally  in  young  people,  and  thofe  who  are  of  a 
hale  and  good  conftitution,  is,  on  one  hand, 
the  purulent  matter  of  the  old  Handing  go¬ 
norrhoea,  which  has  dilated  by  its  abundance, 
and  corroded  by  its  acrimony,  the  canals 
from  which  it  flows  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  remedies  which  have  been  applied  for 
the  cure  of  this  malady  were  either  too  cold 
or  too  hot,  without  force,  energy,  or  virtue, 
unable  to  effeCl  the  cure  $  on  the  contrary, 
rather  proper  to  continue  and  foment  the  dis¬ 
order,  and  to  help  this  corrofive  matter  to 
vitiate  thefe  parts. 

From  this  diforder  is  derived  an  infinite 
number  of  evils,  both  fenfible  and  infenfible, 

and 
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and  which  are  not  lefs  fatal.  One  of  the  moft 
confiderable  of  this  fort,  is  the  impotence  oc- 
cafioned  by  this  malady,  which  weakens  and 
hinders  the  ejection,  or  caufes  it  to  be  per¬ 
formed  too  readily  and  without  effe'd,  being 
deprived  of  all  prolifick  virtue :  from  thence 
proceed  thofe  frequent  abortions  of  women 
who  cannot  give  a  perfed  maturity  to  the 
foetus,  the  velfels  having  neither  force  nor 
virtue  remaining.  People  are  not  wanting^ 
through  ignorance,  to  afcribe  the  frequency 
of  thefe  abortions  to  quite  another  caufe. 

I  call  fenfible  evils  thofe  which  vifibly  ap¬ 
pear  to  our  fenfes  by  a  more  copious  running 
of  the  femen,  which  drains  by  degrees  the 
fpirituous  and  balfamick  part  of  the  blood, 
and  caufes  a  leannefs,  a  phthylick,  a  con- 
fumption,  and  a  world  of  other  difeafes,  the 
lame  with  thofe  that  proceed  from  an  excef- 
five  commerce  with  women.  Without  doubt 
this  is  enough  faid  upon  this  fubjed,  and 
which  ought  to  fuffice  in  order  to  fhow  the 
whole  importance  of  this  malady. 

>  However,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  this 
difeafe,  its  caufe  and  its  effeds,  have  not 
been  perfedly  known  •  but  people  have  been 
ignorant  of  the  remedies  proper  to  cure  it,  or 
at  lead  have  not  pradifed  them  :  I  have  no 
mind  to  learch  into  the  motives ;  however 

that  be,  here  follows  the  true  fpecifick  re¬ 
medy. 


A 
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A  fpecifick  remedy  for  the  radical  cure  of  an 
involuntary  runnings  or  habitual  gonorrhoea. 

Put  into  ftone  pans  fix  pounds  of  filings 
of  Carinlhia  fteel  5  let  them  be  very  neat  and 
very  clean ;  pour  into  them  good  diftilled  vi~ 

1  negar,  to  the  height  of  three  fingers  above 
1  the  filings,  obferving  at  firft  to  imbibe  Am¬ 
ply  the  filings  like  a  pafte  or  thick  foup,  and 
leave  it  fo  in  a  lukewarm  place  for  three  days, 
in  order  to  ferment  in  fome  fort.  After  this, 

;  put  to  the  matter  a  quantity  of  vinegar,  three 
'  or  four  fingers  breadth  above  the  filings,  ftir 
I  the  whole  with  an  iron  rod  ;  let  the  matter 
infufe  till  the  vinegar  be  very  well  tinged, 
minding  to  ftir  the  whole  three  times  a-day ; 
decant  your  tindlure,  pafftng  it  through  fil- 
tring  paper,  in  order  to  render  it  more  pure  : 
pour  fome  frefh  vinegar  upon  the  matter  in 
like  quantity ;  let  it  infufe  as  before,  ftir  and 
filtre  it ;  and  you  mu  ft  repeat  the  procefs,  till 
you  have  a  fufficient  quantity  of  tindfure. 

Put  all  your  tincftured  vinegar  into  one  or 
more  ftone  cucurbits  half  filled ;  put  them 
upon  an  athanor  in  a  find-heat,  and  fitting  on 
their  heads  and  recipients,  diftil  till  the  mat¬ 
ter  be  dry,  at  which  time  you  will  find  a 
kind  of  earth  in  the  cucurbits.  You  mull 
I  take  care  not  to  urge  the  fire  too  far. 

Cohobate  your  diftilled  liquor  upon  the 
earth,  and  diftil  it  again  till  it  be  dry,  which 
you  mult  repeat  feven  different  times  in  alL 
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After  finishing  your  feven  diftillations,  take 
the  earth  which  you  will  find  in  the  cucur¬ 
bits,  grind  it  on  a  marble,  imbibing  it  with 
its  own  menftruum,  put  it  into  a  glafs  re¬ 
tort  well  luted  to  the  middle  of  its  capacity, 
fill  it  two-thirds  up  with  your  liquor,  and 
having  placed  it  half  up  in  the  fand,  and  fit¬ 
ted  thereto  a  fmall  matras,  or  globular  reci¬ 
pient,  give  it  fire  by  degrees,  till  there  go  out 
no  more  drops  nor  fleam  5  let  the  retort  cool, 
and  break  it  in  order  to  take  out  the  earth 
that  remains  at  the  bottom. 

Rectify  three  times  the  liquor  which  you 
fhall  have  from  it,  in  a  very  clean  cucurbit,  in 
order  to  purify  it  from  its  impurity  and  a  {link¬ 
ing  oil,  that  would  fpoil  the  1  operation  :  grind 
the  earth  of  your  retort  on  a  marble,  imbibing 
it  with  your  rectified  liquor  three  times  3  put  it 
into  glafs  cucurbits,  and  pour  your  rectified  li¬ 
quor  upon  the  matter  to  the  height  of  four  fin¬ 
gers,  fit  the  cucurbits  with  their  heads  and  re¬ 
cipients  ;  and  having  luted  the  junctures  with 
bands  of  bladder,  let  it  digeft  in  an  afh-heat, 
with  a  gentle  fire,  for  forty  days,  fo  that  the 
fire  may  not  fail  all  the  time.  At  the  expi¬ 
ration  of  this  term,  put  the  fire  out,  let  the 

cucurbits 

a  This  diftillation  by  the  retort  requires  a  good  deal  of 
care ;  for  when  the  matter  comes  to  boil  upon  encreaiing  the 
hre,  it  fwells  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  it  would  all  pais  into  the 
recipient,  and  break  the  veilels ;  care  Ihould  be  taken  only  to 
make  the  matter  boil  ilowly  ;  and  whenever  it  comes  to 
fwell,  to  wet  linen  cloths,  and  wrap  them  round  the  retort, 
without  fearing  it  will  break,  and  this  will  keep  under  the 
rifing.  Wet  cloths  fhould  Iikewife  be  applied  to  the  recipi¬ 
ent,  in  order  to  promote  the  condenfing  of  the  fpirits.  This 
diilillation  is  performed  in  fix  hours. 
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cucurbits  cool,  decant  and  ftrain  the  liquor 
thro'  filtring  paper,  fo  that  the  earth  may  not 
mix  with  it  $  pour  more  of  the  other  liquor, 
rectified  three  times,  upon  the  earth  •  ftir  it, 
and  let  it b  fettle  well :  when  the  liquor  is  very 
clear,  filter  it  to  put  it  to  the  other ;  diftil  all 
your  liquors  in  balneo  mariae  to  drynefs,  and 
you  will  find  the  fal  admirabilis. 

Diffolve  all  your  fait  in  diftil  led  rain-water, 
filtre  and  evaporate  it  to  drynefs ;  diffolve 
it  again  in  frefh  filtred  water,  and  evapo¬ 
rate  it,  which  you  are  to  repeat  till  the  fait 
become  very  white,  and  has  loft  the  frnell  of 
its  diffolvent. 

Afterwards  diffolve  this  fait  in  fpirit  of 
wine,  not  defiegmated  ;  filtre  and  abftradt  this 
fpirit  in  balneo  mariae,  until  the  fait  become 
1  dry,  which  will  thereby  become  the  purer  :  put 
your  matter  into  a  glafs  retort,  lute  and  diftil 
in  a  fand-heat,  with  a  flow  fire,  till  no  more 
come  over. 

Redtify  the  liquor  which  fhall  come  over 
in  a  glafs  cucurbit  with  a  gentle  fire,  and 
there  will  come  over  a  fubtile  fpirit,  which 
will  fcarcely  flick  to  the  head  :  when  you 
obferve  that  the  liquor  begins  to  flick  to  it  in 
drops,  fhift  the  recipient  to  receive  it  in  an¬ 
other,  till  there  remain  almoft  nothing  in  the 
cucurbit. 

P  2  You 


b  Obferve,  that  if  you  have  not  a  fufficient  quantity  of  this 
liquor  rectified  three  times  for  your  earth,  and  in  order  to  ex¬ 
tract  the  fait,  you  mult  diftil  fuch  as  contains  a  greater  fhare  of 

it. 
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You  will  by  this  means  have  both  the. 
fpirit  and  oil,  which  you  mud  keep  fepa- 
rately  in  bottles  cork'd  clofe  do wn c. 

The  virtues  and  effects  of  the  true  martial 

fait . 

Should  I  proportion  the  encomiums  of  this 
remedy  to  its  excellence,  I  ihould  juftly  give 
it  the  greateft,  with  which  the  mod:  fevere 
would  be  forced  to  agree  :  in  order  to  be  con¬ 
vinced  of  this,  one  need  only  confider,  that 
the  preparations  which  are  commonly  made 
of  this  metal,  grois  as  they  be,  neverthelefs 
produce  good  effects  for  the  cure  of  fome 
difeafes ;  coniequently,  what  may  not  one 
expect  iron)  a  fait  divefted  of  all  heteroge¬ 
neous  earthy  particles,  and  vchich  only  con¬ 
tains  the  effence,  fulphur,  and  fpirit  of  iron, 
and  which  is  of  a  folar  nature. 

But  undoubtedly  it  is  very  difficult  to  ex- 
traft  from  this  metal  that  which  is  mod  ef- 
iential,  for  that  requires  a  long  time  :  we 
ha.ve  reafon  to  believe,  that  it  is  even  in  part 
this  tedioufnefs  of  the  operations,  which  is 
trie  cauie  or  the  ignorance  or  the  greateft  part 
of  artifts,  who  content  themfelves  with  fkim- 
ming  metals  over,  as  it  were :  from  thence 
niic  the  falfe  judgments  touching  the  nature 
and  conftitution  of  this  mixt,  fo  as  not  to  be 
able  to  know  its  true  decompofition  5  which  is 

a 

-  this  red  mention .  fhould  be  nicely  performed,  becaufe  it 
is  necdiary  that  the  ipirit  be  well  feparated  from  the  oil.  This 

i0  iubf>  "here  do  not  appear  on  the  capital,  ei- 
*iltr  ops,  winding  breaks,  ©r  any  moiiture. 
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a  knowledge  that  can  never  be  acquired  by 
means  of  violent  and  material  fires,  which 
are  commonly  made  life  of ;  there  is  nothing 
but  a  foft,  fubtile,  and  natural  fire,  that  can 
give  us  the  knowledge  of  it,  and  which  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  with  a  great  deal  of  wit,  delicacy, 
and  precifion,  calls  a  foft  fire  5  few  words, 
but  fuch  as  contain  a  great  deal  of  matter, 
and  which  fhew  all  the  extent  of  the  profound 
knowledge  of  the  prince  of  phyfick,  and 
that  he  had  not  loft  his  time  altogether  with 
his  friend  Democritus. 

I  agree  that  there  are  feme  vulgar  martial 
preparations  which  are  made  ufe  of  to  remove 
the  obftrudtions  in  the  bowels ;  but  is  it  not 
to  be  feared,  that  in  wanting  to  remove  thefe, 
the  earth,  which  they  could  not  feparate 
from  them,  may  caufe  others  more  dange¬ 
rous  than  thofe  they  would  remove,  or  caufe 
inflammations  in  the  canals  of  the  fin  all  vef- 
fels  ? 

From  what  I  have  faid,  I  do  not  mean  to 
perfuade  the  world  that  the  martial  fait,  of 
which  I  have  given  the  compofition,  is  with¬ 
out  earth ;  fc  far  from  it,  that  if  it  did  not 
contain  any,  it  would  not  be  an  ufual  fait : 
but  I  may  maintain,  that  the  earth  which  it 
contains,  is  of  quite  a  different  nature  from 
that  feculent  earth  which  taints  the  other 
preparations,  fince  it  is  no  other  than  a  fixed 
fulphur,  which  is  of  the  nature  of  anodynes 
and  diaphoreticks,  and  which,  confequently, 
is  benign  and  laiutary. 

P  3 
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It  is  a  thing  pretty  common  for  all  authors 
to  extol  their  own  remedies,  and  in  fuffer- 
ing  themfelves  to  be  prepoflefied  to  pals  the 
bounds  of  a  juft  moderation.  I  tear  not 
falling  into  this  fault ;  it  is  to  experience  I 
appeal. 

Its  virtue. 

We  fhall  fee  that  this  fait  cures  perfectly 
all  the  diforders  in  the  fpleen  and  liver,  of 
which  it  refolves  the  obftru&ions,  feirrhus’s, 
and  hardnefs ;  that  it  gives  to  the  blood  and 
fluids  a  free  circulation,  cures  the  vapours  in 
both  fexes,  vertigo’s,  continual  headachs  and 
megrims ;  that  it  is  admirable  againft  all  car- 
dialagias,  pains  and  weaknefs  of  the  ftomach, 
of  which  it  difeharges  the  ropy  phlegm,  re- 
ftores  the  appetite,  difpels  loathings  and  fla¬ 
tus’s  ;  that  it  is  a  fovereign  remedy  for  the 
green-fteknefs,  jaundice,  whites,  colicks,  fup- 
prefiion  of  the  menfes,  dropfies,  gonorrhoea's, 
and  its  old  Handing  relicks ;  that  it  foftens  the 
acrimony  of  the  urine,  hinders  the  generation 
of  gravel,  and  drives  it  out  of  the  kidneys 
and  bladder,  as  likewile  vifeidities :  for  this 
reafon  it  is  very  ferviceable  in  the  ftone,  rheu- 
matifms,  erifepylas,  tetters,  and  itchin’gs ;  in 
dyfenteries,  and  other  obftinate  fluxes  of  the 
belly,  fed  by  ulcers;  and  for  other  long- 
ftanding  and  obftinate  difeafes,  that  will  not 
yield  to  any  other  remedies. 

Its  uic  is  to  diftolve  twelve  or  fifteen  grains 
of  i ,  moie  or  lefs,  in  a  pint  of  river-water, 

i  in 
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in  the  manner  in  which  we  have  already 
£hewn. 

This  remedy  aCts  from  the  beginning  by 
infenfible  perfpi ration,  fometimes  by  ftool, 
and  mod  frequently  by  urine  ;  the  patients 
;  continue  to  take  it  till  they  be  perfectly  cu¬ 
red,  which  happens  fooner  or  later,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  quality  of  the  difeafe,  its  degree 
■  of  malignity,  and  the  injury  done  to  the 
parts. 

This  fait  is  farther  taken  in  dofes,  from  fix 
to  feven  grains,  in  vehicles  proper  for  the 
difeafes.  In  a  word,  it  is  certain  that  this 
is  a  fovereign  remedy  for  the  cure  of  an  in¬ 
voluntary  running,  or  habitual  gonorrhoea, 
by  ufing  injections  with  our  folar  balm,  after 
the  fame  manner  as  we  have  explained  before. 

Though  the  involuntary  running  and  the 
flrangury,  of  which  I  {hall  treat  in  the  fequel 
of  this  chapter,  have  the  fame  original,  which 
is  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  badly  cured  or  pal¬ 
liated  ,  however,  as  the  effects  are  different 
I  treat  of  them  differently. 

Thus,  though  my  probes  be  a  fpecifick  to 
effedt  a  radical  cure  of  all  the  confequences  of 
a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  as  we  fhall  fhew,  and 
a  happy  experience  confirms  it ;  however,  I 
do  not  commonly  make  ufe  thereof  for  the 
cure  of  an  involuntary  running,  becaufe  it  is 
often  produced  by  other  caufes  than  ulcers, 
as  I  have  fufficiently  made  out,  or  at  leaft 
thefe  ulcers  are  no  longer  fubfifting  ;  whereas 
what  diftinguifhes  this  diftemper  from  the 

P  4  ftran- 
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ftrangury,  are,  almoft  ever,  either  caruncles 
or  carnofities  produced  by  aCtual  ulcers,  whofe 
callous  lips  caufe  the  ftraitening  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  very  often  a  dyfury,  or  a  difficulty 
of  making  water.  But  in  the  fir  ft  diftemper, 
fuch  obftacles  are  not  always  to  be  furmount- 
ed.  On  the  contrary,  we  are  often  under 
the  neceffity  of  regulating  the  flowing  of  the 
urine,  which  comes  too  haftily  thro’  the  re¬ 
laxation  and  weaknefs  of  the  veflels,  as  not 
to  be  retained  by  the  aCt  of  the  will,  without 
uneafinefs  and  pain. 

This  being  laid  down,  to  avoid  a  multipli¬ 
city  o.  lemedies,  it  ftifficeth  for  anfwering 
my  intention,  to  ufe  commonly  injections  of 
iny  folar  balfam,  whofe  virtues  and  properties 
cannot  be  too  much  extolled.  •  It  is  even  of 
great^  fervice,  In  the  courfe  of  the  cure  of 
this  diftemper,  to  make  lukewarm  fomenta¬ 
tions  therewith,  over  the  whole  extent  of  the 
perinaeum,  and  to  apply  plaifters  there,  which 
will  accelerate  the  cure,  make  the  veflels, 

,  a  greater  degree  of  facility,  recover  their 

Spring  and  natural  tone. 

I  pais  over  this  article  curforily,  to  avoid 
a  long  train  of  reafonings,  the  thing  being 

flrnpie  as  to  be  lelf-evident ;  I  therefore 
keep  to  experience,  and  to  my  happy  fuccefs 
m  this  refpeCt,  which  determine  and  fix  me 
:n.  rny  praCtice ;  all  this,  notwithftanding, 
without  any  degree  of  prejudice,  and  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  circumftances,  as  I  have  already 
eifewhere  faid,  which  ought  always  to  be 

our 
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our  rule :  for  if  we  have  room  to  fufpedt  that 
the  injections  cannot  reach  to  the  feat  of  the 
diftemper,  I  would  fay,  to  the  part  affected, 
and  that  the  medicated  candles  make  their 
way  better  thither ;  or  even  that  there  have 
been  ulcers  capable  of  producing  callous  lips, 
efchars,  or  other  things  of  that  nature,  which 
may  be  known  by  means  of  the  probe,  hand¬ 
led  with  addrefs  and  prudence,  without  fcru- 
ple  my  candles  fhould  be  ufed,  in  order  to¬ 
tally  to  deftroy  thefe  callofities  and  fungus's, 
if  there  are  any,  that  ever  caufe  very  uneafy 
fymptoms,  either  actually  or  confequentially. 
In  a  word,  we  muff  bring  to  fuppuration  all 
the  infpiffated  humours,  and  carry  them  off  -y 
which  the  ufe  of  my  candles  will  infallibly 
effedl.  Let  not  any  one  imagine,  from  what 
I  have  faid,  that  a  corrofive  enters  the  com¬ 
position  of  this  admirable  remedy ;  I  with 
truth  affure  him,  he  will  find  himfelf  under 
a  miflake. 


CHAP. 
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On  the  di /tempers  of  the  urethra  a,  under  the 
denominations  of  ftrangury  b,  dyfury\  and 
ijchury d,  wit  to  toe  fpecificks  for  the  cure  of 
theje  diftemper  s . 


T  Should  be  too  teaious,  did  I  attempt  to  give 
a  compleat  treatife  on  the  diftemper  cal¬ 
led  a  ftrangury,  and  its  fymptoms  :  I  might 
a<ft^  the  man  of  learning  at  an  eafy  rate,  "by 
reciting  the  different  opinions,  both  of  an¬ 
cients  and  moderns,  as  Amatus  Lufitanus, 
Ambrofe  Pareus,  Mufitanus,  Saviard,  Hel- 
vetius,  Palfyn,  de  la  Faye,  Col  de  Villars, 
Aftruc  and  others.  But  nothing  further  new 
can  be  faid,  after  the  treatife  on  that  diftem¬ 
per  lately  given  us  by  M.  Daran,  furgeon  in 
ordinary  to  the  king.  This  talk  was  indeed 
referved  for  him,  confidering  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  cures  he  has  performed,  and  ftill  con¬ 
tinues  to  perform,  in  that  cruel  diftemper. 

Howevei  the  fubjebt  is  of  that  importance, 
and  10  connected  with  what  I  am  upon,  that 

I 


tf  ,L'r,ethra’ the  dnf  or  canal,  which  conveys  the  urine  out  of 
the^Dody,  upon  its  being  difcharged  out  of  the  bladder. 

Strangury,  a  frequent  and  involuntary  inclination  to  make 

ft’  m  wh!ch  ft  unne*  mftead  of  coming  forth  uniform! v, 
and  in  a  continued  ffreain,  flows  only  by  ftarts,  with  much  pain 
-  d  uneaflnefs,  in  very  Imall  quantities,  or  only  in  a  dribbling. 

min?JUr7baidli5c-Ut>r  0i’  maklnS  water>  accompanied  with 
pain  and  much  heat,  in  which  the  urine  flows  however  with- 

without  interruption,  and  often  in  the  requifite  quantity.  ’Tis 

ft  ca'-f  keatt  ot  urme>  becaufe  the  urine,  in  difehareim*. 
feems  to  feald  the  urethra.  '  * 

f  chary  $  an  entire  fuppreflion  of  urine, 
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I  cannot  avoid  entering  the  lifts,  and  giving 
my  fentiments  too ;  which  I  ftiall  do  in  a 
manner  very  fuccind  and  fhort. 

A  defer  iption  of  this  dijiemper. 

Virulent  gonorrhoea’s,  when  they  have 
been  for  a  long  time  violent  and  obftinate, 
and  attended  with  confiderable  ulcers  in  the 
urethra,  and  thefe  either  well  or  ill  cured, 
commonly  caufe  a  ftraitnefs  of  the  canal  or 
dud  of  the  urethra,  which  afterwards  be¬ 
comes  fo  troublefome,  that  the  urine  only 
comes  away  like  an  extreme  fine  thread,  and 
commonly  forked,  or  only  in  a  dribbling, 
and  that  with  great  {trainings ;  this  is  what 
we  call  a  ftrangury.  If  in  this  ftate  the  patient 
be  heated,  and  guilty  of  any  debauch,  or  go 
to  any  excefs  in  regimen,  this  ftrangury  de¬ 
generates  to  a  dyfury,  and  even  fometimes  to 
an  ifehury.  A  dyfury  produces  mo  ft  trou¬ 
blefome  fymptoms,  as  fever,'  urinous  vomit¬ 
ings,  lethargy,  inflammation  of  the  bladder, 
fiftula’s  in  the  perineum  and  fundament, 
which  makes  the  fphinder  and  anus  very 
painful,  inflates  the  hemorrhoids,  the  pubes, 
and  the  dud  of  the  urethra  5  all  which  are 
found  complicated,  and  caufe  the  patient  to 
make  loud  and  pitiful  outcries.  The  ifehury 
is  a  total  and  abfolute  fuppreflion  of  the  urine, 
which  makes  it  regurgitate  towards  the  fupe- 
rior  parts,  whereby  the  pain  becomes  infup- 
portable. 


The 
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1  he  caufe  of  this  fort  of  Itrangury  has  been 
confidered  by  the  anci^pts,  as  from  carnofi- 
ties  or  excrefcences  of  flefh,  either  fungous 
or  callous,  produced  in  the  urethra,  in  con¬ 
fluence  of  ulcers  there,  as  there  are  of  them 
formed  in  all  the  other  vifcera. 

Others  have  afcribed  this  ftraitnefs  of  the 
urethra,  to  hard,  callous,  and  prominent  ci¬ 
catrices,  which  made  the  dudt  flraiter,  as 
they  were  fo  many  bridles  to  draw  it  in. 

Others,  in  fine,  have  maintained  that  there 
were^  no  carnofities,  and  that  it  was  only  an 
inflation  of  the  fpongy  texture  of  the  canal 
of  the  urethra,  which  ftraitened  the  du£t  oc- 
cafioned  by  the  varicofe  veffels,  which  enter 
into  its  compolition. 

.  Without  engaging  in  a  circumftantial  de¬ 
tail  of  the  nature  of  the  urethra,  it  fufticeth 
to  know,  that  it  is  a  dude  continued  witii  the 
neck  of  the  bladder,  and  terminating  in  the 
extremity  of  the  glans ;  that  at  its  origin, 
near  the  neck  of  the  bladder,  we  obferve  die 
apeituie  of  feveral  I. mall  ducts,  called  ejacu¬ 
latory,  which  open  near  an  eminence,  called 
veru  montanum :  there  are  others  obferved 
^  coming  from  the  probata?,  both  fuperior 
L-A  uiiCiioi  *  winch  glands  are  lituated  near 
another  fmall  eminence,  called  the  bulb  :  be- 
iides,  the  whole  continuity  of  the  urethra  is  of 
a  fpongy  texture,  excepting,  however,  a  place 
near  the  neck  of  the  biadder,  which  forms 
the  origin  of  the  du£t,  which  is  limply  mem¬ 
branous,  and  in  alter  than  the  relf  of  the  ca¬ 
nal. 
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nal,  which  is  no  ways  covered  with  a  fpongy 
texture,  nor  immediately  by  any  other  part 
depending  on  the  urethra. 

Now  this  being  laid  down,  in  a  heat  of 
urine  there  is  an  ulcer  in  the  proftatae,  and 
often  the  acrimony  of  the  matter,  charged 
with  an  acrid  and  corrofive  virus,  by  running 
along  the  canal,  produces  little  ulcers  on  the 
internal  membrane  of  the  urethra  3  tho*  thefe 
ulcers  of  the  proftats  be  cured,  thefe  glands 
remain  much  larger  than  they  were  before 
the  diftemper;  and  as  they  are  fituated  at 
the  Neck  of  the  bladder,  by  their  volume  or 
bulk  they  caufe  a  compreffion,  which  makes 
the  urine  come  away  with  more  pain  than 
ufual,  and  in  a  finer  jet  or  thread  ;  for  that 
time  the  courfe  of  the  urine  is  retarded  in  the 
urethra,  and  no  longer  comes  away  in  an 
arch  as  formerly,  according  to  the  rule,  that 
a  fluid  pafling  out  of  a  narrower  into  a  larger 
canal,  lofes  of  its  force. 

Befldes,  the  fmalleft  ulcers  of  the  urethra, 
produced  by  the  acrimony  of  the  matter,  in 
cicatrifmg,  ftraiten  and  confine  the  Tides  of 
the  urethra.  Now  the  urine  in  coming  away, 
will  make  an  impetus  upon  the  fides  of  the 
du dt  that  are  lefs  ftrong,  feparate  and  dilate 
confequently  the  membranous  part,  and  in 
time  produce  fiftula’s  in  the  perineum,  which 
will  be  followed  by  troublefome  fymptoms, 
and  extremely  difficult  of  cure. 

It  often  happens  too,  that  the  veru-mon- 
tanum  has  been  excoriated^  that  it  is  tame- 
>  1  tied, 
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fled,  hardened,  not  only  for  the  courfe  of  the 
urine,  but  befides  for  the  ejaculation  of  the 
lemen,  which  it  renders  effete,  as  it  only 
flows  along  the  dudl,  without  being  impelled 
and  darted  with  any  force;  which  is  one 
caufe  of  impotence.  Befides,  neither  urine 
nor  femen  can  flow,  without  caufing  much 
uneafinefs  and  pain  to  the  patient. 

In  order  to  cure  this  cruel  diftemper,  and 
remedy  the  fymptoms  it  brings  along  with  it, 
hitherto,  without  effedt,  every  thing  has  been 
ufed  that  was  thought  capable  of  being  a  re¬ 
medy  for  it ;  but,  not  fucceding,  an  incifion 
was  refolved  upon  to  be  made"  in  the  peri¬ 
neum,  like  that  which  is  made  for  extract¬ 
ing  the  ftone  from  the  bladder. 

The  late  M.  Collot,  a  celebrated  lithoto- 
mift,  became  diftinguilhed  in  this  operation, 
which  was  called  catheterifm ;  but  M.  Aftruc, 
whom  nothing  efcapes,  has  very  judicioufly 
remarked,  that  this  method,  how  ingenious 
foever.  it  appeared,  was  highly  pernicious. 
Experience  has  fhewn,  how  much  the  enco¬ 
miums  bellowed  on  thefe  operations  were  ill 
grounded,  fince  the  patients,  after  buffering  a 
great  deal  in  the  operation,  found  themfelves, 
after  the  wound  was  clofed,  worfe  than  be- 
foi  e,  becauie  the  part  or  the  urethra,  on 
which,  with  a  catheter,  was  introduced  a  fe- 
tan  charged  with  corrofives,  deterfives,  or 
mundificatives,  ftill  continued  ftrailened  by 
the  cicatrice  formed  there,  which  rendered 
the  paffage  of  the  urine  much  more  difficult, 

and 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  223 
and  put  the  patient  out  of  hope  of  any  cure, 
’Tis  certain  we  fhould  not  refolve  upon  mak¬ 
ing  inciflons  and  amputations,  but  in  extreme 
and  defperate  cafes. 

It  is  eafy,  from  what  has  been  faid,  to  dif- 
cover  the  extreme  cruelty  and  danger  of  this 
diftemper,  and  that  our  predeceffors  being 
reduced  to  fuch  extremities,  were  ignorant  of 
the  genuine  fpecifick  for  its  cure.  At  length 
the  happy  hour  was  come,  in  which  M.  Da- 
ran  had  the  good  fortune  to  deprive  me  of 
the  honour  of  employing,  for  the  fervice  of 
the  publick,  the  medicated  candles  of  the 
late  M.  Grimaldi6;  the  application  of  which, 
by  introducing  them  into  the  penis,  is  an  in¬ 
fallible  remedy  for  the  cure  of  the  ftrangury 
and  carnofities  of  the  urethra :  for  it  is  in 
vain  to  quibble  and  fhift,  in  order  to  deter¬ 
mine  whether  they  be  carnofities,  excref- 
cences,  caruncles,  or  inflations,  which  caufe 
this  diftemper.  M.  Daran,  and,  before  him, 
Pareus,  that  famous  practitioner,  and  M.  Col. 
de  Villars,  and  Aftruc,  have  fhewn  that  they 
a -re  carnofities ;  and  in  fpite  of  what  Dionis, 
and  thole  who  affeCt  to  be  of  his  opinion, 
have  advanced,  that  there  are  carnofities  dif- 
fedtion  lays  open  to  our  view,  and  affords  an 
evident  proof  of  them.  ?Tis  no  lefs  evident 
and  certain,  that  the  medicated  candles  of 
:  M.  Daran,  and  mine,  effeCt  a  radical  cure  in 
this  diftemper,  without  any  bad  fymptom  to 
be  apprehended, 

|  ,  The 
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The  great  number  of  obfervations  advan¬ 
ced  by  M.  Daran  in  his  book  of  the  cures  he 
has  performed  all  over  Europe,  for  the  fpace 
of  twenty  Years  practice  ;  obfervations  cloath- 
ed  with  the  greateffc  degree  of  authenticity, 
as  either  the  atteftations  and  certificates  of 
patients,  or  thofe  of  the  moil  celebrated  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons  of  our  day,  fuffer  not 
the  mod  critical  and  incredulous  to  doubt  of 
the  efficacy  of  this  remedy. 

But  tho’  we  truly  maintain,  that  our  can¬ 
dles  and  probes  are  the  only  fpecifick  for  the 
cure  of  thefe  diftempers,  I  mean  not  to  ex¬ 
clude  internal  remedies,  nor  a  certain  regi¬ 
men  too,  in  the  courfe  of  introducing  the 
probes :  on  the  contrary,  I  am  perfuaded  not 
only  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  both,  but  of  the  rie- 
ceffity  and  indifpenfablenefs  of  their  ufe  for 
the  cure  of  thefe  diftempers.  We  fliall 
plainly  ffiew  the  importance  and  confequence 
thereof,  and  at  the  fame  time  give  the  re¬ 
medies. 

We  have  advanced,  as  a  certain  principle, 
that  to  arrive  at  a  radical  cure  of  the  affedted 
and  vitiated  parts  to  be  found  in  the  dudt  of 
the  urethra,  wherever  placed,  and  what  form 
foever  they  put  on,  of  caruncle;  fungus,  ex- 
crefcence,  carnofity,  callofity,  or  inflation, 
you  muft  fet  the  original  gonorrhoea  a  run¬ 
ning  afrefh. 

We  affirm  ftill,  in  order  to  give  greater 
light  to  this  whole  affair,  and  to  avoid 
repetitions  hereafter,  and  unfair  glofies  and 

equi- 
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equivocations,  that  the  fhortnefs  or  length 
of  thefe  diftempers  depended  on  the  time 
thefe  humours  took  up  to  fuppurate  in,  a 
delay  that  muft  never  he  put  to  the  fcore 
of  the  remedy,  hut  juftly  to  the  degree  of 
malignity  of  the  malady,  according  to  the 
time  of  its  fettling,  and  to  the  nature  of  the 
obftacles  upon  which  the  remedy  operates, 
and  which  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  re¬ 
ceive  the  fermentative  motion,  which  pro¬ 
duces  fuppuration,  by  opening  and  dividing 
the  infpiffated  liquors  in .  the  callous  lips  of 
ulcers,  and  thereby  to  aftift  the  tonick  or 
contractile  force  of  the  fibres. 

I  hereby,  without  any  ambages  or  affedted 
obfcurity,  fet  forth  my  mind  $  confequently, 
the  ulcers  are  what  produce  thefe  vegetations, 
and  an  ill-cured  gonorrhoea  what  has  produ- 
1  ced  thefe  ulcers,  which  have  formed  a  kind 
of  barrier  or  efchar,  interrupting  the  puru- 
I  lent  running  of  the  gonorrhoea,  and  yet  it  is 
1  on  the  continuation  of  this  running,  that  the 
i  cure  depends ;  fince,  on  the  contrary,  its  fup- 
I  predion  produces  the  fymptoms  which  dif- 
1  tinguifh  thefe  diftempers. 

In  a  manner  that  the  pocky  virus  of  the 
gonorrhoea,  being  unveiled,  unmafked,  and 
drawn  forth  from  its  place  of  concealment, 
being  in  fome  meafure  regenerated  and 
I  brought  to  light  by  means  of  the  fuppu¬ 
ration  and  running,  which  could  not  have 
I  been  effected  but  by  the  aCtion  of  the  fer- 
!  mentative  motion  5  in  a  word,  by  defraying 

Q_  thefe 
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thefe  efchars,  cxcrefcences,  and  carnofities, 
which  ferved  it  for  a  covering ;  is  it  not  to 
be  feared,  it  will  be  faid,  that  difengaged 
from  its  confinement,  and  fet  at  liberty,  be¬ 
coming  ftronger  and  more  dangerous  by  the 
fermentation,  whereby  it  was  agitated,  it  will 
regurgitate  into  the  blood,  and  infedt,  with 
its  poifon,  the  whole  habit  of  the  body. 

By  no  means  $  we  well  know  the  power 
of  our  probes,  and  their  efficacy  upon  thefe 
di  {tempers ;  if  they  have,  in  fome  meafure, 
fucceeded  to  roufe  the  principle  of  the  origi¬ 
nal  gonorrhoea,  which  alone  has  given  rife  to 
the  diforders  of  the  urethra,  and  to  draw  it 
forth  from  the  tomb  where  it  lay  buried,  the 
virtue  of  thefe  probes  mull  be  fufficiently 
ftrong,  and  their  power  fufficiently  exten- 
five,  drawing  it  not  only  from  its  retrench¬ 
ments,  but  killing  it  without  refource,  and 
extinguiffiing  it  for  ever,  without  hope  of 
being  able  to  recover  itfelf,  and  confequently 
guarding  againft  its  violence  and  virulence, 
and  againft  its  future  progrefs,  and  all  its  un- 
eafy  fymptoms.  B elides,  we  fhew  no  refpedt 
to  fo  inhuman  and  dreadful  a  monfter,  which 
caufes  fo  much  pain  and  uneaftnefs ;  we  give 
the  probe  the  falutary  aid  of  good  medicines, 
taken  internally,  and  properly  adminiftered, 
and  then  the  victory  will  be  more  fpeedy, 
more  fecure,  and  compleat,  and  the  enemy 
be  vanquifhed  without  refource :  but  incli¬ 
ning  to  make  no  fecret  of  a  matter  fo  impor¬ 
tant,  we  frankly  and  openly  declare  what 

the 
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the  remedies  are  we  add  to  the  ufe  of  the 
probes. 

Make  a  ptifan  of  the  root  of  hound’s- 
tongue  ;  in  a  pint  of  this  ptifan  you  will  dif- 
folve  fifteen  grains  of  our  fal  martis 3  of  this 
l  the  patient  is  to  drink  four  times  a-day,  and 
that  before  meals 3  its  good  eftedts  will  be 
experienced  with  great  fatisfadlion  3  ’tis  a 
narcotick  and  lenitive  plant 3  it  may  be  alfo 
ufed  in  broths  to  affwage  the  pains  of  a  go¬ 
norrhoea,  and  diminifh  the  catarrhous  cough : 
the  juice  alfo  of  this  plant  may  be  ufed  in 
pills  for  the  fame  indications.  Externally  it 
is  refolvent  and  lenient. 

A  very  excellent  remedy  taken  internally 
for  the  cure  of  this  diftemper,  is  the  root 
pareira  brava,  fo  juftly  extolled  by  de  Pille  and 
]  Helvetius,  of  which  great  ufe,  and  with  fuc- 
:  cefs,  is  made  in  Brafil  and  Portugal;  it  gent- 
.  ly  ferments  with  the  blood,  is  charged  only 
<  with  fome  volatile  fulphurs  proper  to  carry 
:  off  the  obftacles  to  the  courfe  of  the  urine, 

\  whether  caufed  by  gravel,  flime,  or  other 
;  fymptoms. 

The  manner  of  ufing  it,  is  to  boil  an 
:  ounce  of  this  root  beat  and  (bred,  with  a 
;  dram  of  our  philofophical  nitre  in  a  pint  of 
;  water 3  after  five  or  fix  feethings,  it  is  taken 
:  off  the  fire,  and  left  to  infufe  till  it  is  cold. 

I  The  liquor  is  to  be  drained,  in  which  dif- 
:  folve  fifteen  grains  of  our  fal  martis  3  a  glafs 
:  of  it  is  to  be  drank  every  four  hours  3  it  may 
;  be  alfo  given  in  fubftance.  The  dofe  is  half 
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a  dram,  fifteen  grains  of  our  philofophical 
nitre,  and  three  of  our  fal  martis,  to  be  re¬ 
peated  every  four  hours ;  and  this  condud  to 
be  obferved  till  a  compleat  cure  is  effeded. 

We  are  indebted  to  the  zeal  and  {kill  of 
M.  Helvetius  for  the  compofition  of  a  bal- 
fam  which  he  prepared  from  this  root,  for 
facilitating'its  ufe,  in  order  to  a  commodious 
ufing  of  it  in  voyages  and  the  field.  “  And 

1  have  experienced,  fays  that  great  phyfi- 
“  cian,  that  it  is  equally  a  fpecifick  for  the 
“  diforder  of  the  kidneys  and  bladder,  as  the 
“  quinquina,  the  hypecacuana,  and  alum,  for 
“  the  diforders  in  which  thefe  are  ufed  with 
“  fo  much  efficacy.”  As  the  compofition  of 
this  balfam  is  but  ffiort,  as  it  is  an  excellent 
remedy,  and  as  every  one  is  not  poffeffed  of 
M.  Helvetius’s  book,  I  fhall  give  the  manner 
of  its  compofition. 

The  diuretic  balfam  of  pareira  brava. 

Take  of  oil  of  fcorpions,  compounded  in 
the  manner  of  Mathiolus,  a  pound  ;  of  the 
balfam  of  capivi  five  ounces,  of  the  balfam 
of  fulphur  terebinthinated  four  ounces,  of 
liquid  ftirax  two  ounces,  of  yellow  wax  fix 
ounces  j  of  the  root  of  pareira  brava,  in  fine 
powder,  half  a  pound,  of  fal  armoniac  two 
ounces,  of  good  Spanifh  wine  two  pounds ; 
boil  the  whole  on  a  foft  fire,  ftirring  it  al¬ 
ways  with  a  wooden  fpatula,  till  the  wine  is 
entirely  evaporated,  then  take  it  off  the  fire, 
and  pafs  it  hot  through  a  ftrainer  by  a  ftrong 

■  \  -  expref- 
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expreffiori;  and  when  half. cold,  add  to  it 
three  ounces  of  black  balfarn  of  Peru,  which 
you  will  mix  well  with  the  fpatula.  When 
all  is  cold,  put  it  up  in  an  earthen  pot  well 
|  flopped  ^  the  dofe  is  half  a  dram ;  you  may 
|  leave  out  the  wax  if  you  will. 

Let  us  obviate  the  objedlions  which  may 
be  made  to  the  diuretick  remedies  which  I 
life  in  the  cure  of  the  diforders  of  the  ure¬ 
thra.  And  to  do  this  in  an  orderly  and  ra¬ 
tional  manner,  and  that  we  may  be  enabled 
to  know  all  the  utility  of  thefe  remedies,  let 
us  give  firft  a  definition  of  what  we  under- 
ftand  by  diuretick  remedies,  and  their  eifefis 
upon  the  ferofities;  let  us  diftinguiffi  the 
good  from  the  bad  effects  of  the  ferofities  in 
I  the  human  body  :  and  laftly,  let  us  explain 
i  in  what  cafe  thefe  remedies  fhould  be  admi- 

4  niftered.  Thefe  difficulties  we  fhall  refolve 
i  in  a  manner  very  ffiort  and  fuccinft. 

1.  The  ferofity  forms  the  greateft  part  of 

5  the  blood  and  milk ;  it  is  mixed  with  the 
blood  in  the  lymphatick  veflels ;  it  is  even 
confounded  with  the  lympha,  tho’  very  dif- 

I  ferent  from  it  ;  and  it  is  feparated  from  the 
blood  and  lympha  in  the  kidneys,  and  other 
|  parts  of  the  body,  to  form  the  matter  of  the 
urine,  the  fweat,  perfpiration,  the  fpittle, 
and  other  excrementitious,  ferous  humours. 

I  It  is  the  diffolvent  and  vehicle  of  the  fait, 
and  of  fome,  the  moft  attenuated,  earthy 
1  molecules  ;  it  is  fupplied  to  the  mafs  of  blood 
-  V. ,  .  ‘  QL-3  with 
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with  the  chyle,  by  the  moil  aqueous  parts  of 

the  aliment. 

Of  all  the  humours  which  compofe  the 
blood,  there  is  none  fo  neceffary  as  the  fero- 
fity,  becaufe  it  is  what  gives  it  its  fluidity, 
and  fits  it  to  be  diftributed  over  all  the  parts ; 
but  if  it  is  highly  ufeful,  it  may  alfo  caufe 
many  diforders,  when  it  exceeds  and  drowns 
the  whole  mafs  of  blood,  induces  a  change 
on  the  other  humours,  weakens  the  ferments, 
and  relaxes  the  folids,  and  caufes  an  infinity 
of  diftempers,  which  I  wave  to  avoid  pro¬ 
lixity,  and  which  are  otherwife  well  known; 
which  (hews  the  neceffity  of  remedies.  To 
guard  againft,  or  to  cure  thefe  diftempers, 
the  molt  efficacious  are  thofe  of  the  clafs  of 
diureticks. 

Diureticks  are  what  facilitate  and  effe<ft  the 
evacuation  of  the  ferofity,  when  it  is  hind¬ 
ered,  Thus  we  call  diuretick  every  remedy 
which  pafles  readily  by,  and  provokes  urine: 
there  are  two  fpecies  of  diureticks,  one  hot, 
the  other  cold  ;  the  hot  are  thofe  which,  by 
their  faline  parts,  both  fixt  and  volatile,  ex¬ 
cite  and  animate  the  fpring  of  the  fibres,  en- 
creafe  the  motion  of  the  blood,  attenuate, 

.  melt  down,  and  break  the  fulphureous  parts, 
which  thicken  and  entangle  the  ferofity  of 
the  blood.  M.  Tournefort  in  his  materia 
medica,  after  entering  upon  the  detail  of  the 
mixts  which  compofe  thefe  hot  diuretick  re¬ 
medies,  denominates  them  diureticks  impro- 
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perly  fo  called,  and  ranks  them  with  aperi¬ 
ents. 

The  cold  diuretics  are  fuch  as  relax  the 
fibres,  lubricate  the  urinal  paflages,  blunt  the 
acrimony  of  the  humours,  dilute  and  cool 
:  them,  and  by  their  aqueous  parts  encreafe 
the  ferofity  of  the  blood. 

From  what  has  been  faid,  we  may  eafily 
!  fee  in  what  cafes  diureticks,  and  which  fort, 
are  to  be  ufed.  We  fhould  avoid  the  ufe  of 
hot  diureticks,  when  there  is  a  phlogofis  or 
inflammation  of  the  parts  deftined  for  the 
evacuation ;  in  like  manner  we  fhould  avoid 
both  the  hot  and  cold  in  the  difeafe  of  the 
urethra,  when  we  obferve  an  actual  and  plain 
difpofition  to  an  ifchury ;  becaufe  the  abun¬ 
dance  and  flay  of  the  urine  would  then,  in 
that  cafe,  caufe  grievous  pains  and  ulcers  in 
the  perinaeum,  to  make  itfelf  a  paflage,  and 
would  regurgitate  into  the  blood,  and  pro¬ 
duce  numberlefs  other  evils,  which  deler- 
:  mine  the  making  the  pun&ure,  and  the  hav¬ 
ing  recourfe  to  incilive  inftruments,  opera¬ 
tions  equally  grievous  with  the  diilemper  it¬ 
felf,  and  which  often  bring  on  the  death  of 
the  patient ;  but  neceflary  operations  in  fame 
<  cafes. 

Thefe  diuretic  remedies  are  therefore  only 
falutary  in  the  dyfury,  which  we  faid  was  a 
difficulty  of  making  water,  accompanied  with 
pain  and  much  heat ;  in  which,  however, 
the  urine  runs  in  a  continued  ftream,  and 
fometimes  in  the  requifite  quantity  ;  a  dif- 

Q_4  temper 
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temper  which  is  the  forerunner  of  the  ifchu^ 
ry>  or  a  total  fuppreffion  of  urine,  a  mortal 
fymptom,  a  grievous  extremity,  which  may 
be  avoided  by  the  ufe  of  our  probes,  and  the 
aids  of  internal  remedies  properly  ad  mini- 
ftered. 

In  fine,  one  of  the  beft  remedies  to  be 
taken  internally,  and  the  ufe  of  which  I  ad- 
vife,  becaufe  the  perfedt  knowledge  I  have 
of  this  remedy,  its  virtues,  qualities,  and  pro¬ 
perties,  confirmed  by  a  courfe  of  happy  ex¬ 
periences,  often  repeated,  and  always  favour¬ 
able,  lias  convinced  me  of  the  certainty  of 
its  good  effedts,  having,  without  refer ve",  all 
the  good  effedts  of  other  remedies,  and  that 
is  my  folar  balfam,  diffolving  an  ounce  of  it 
in  a  gallon  of  milk,  mixing  and  diluting 
tnem  together,  and  taking  it  lukewarm,  of  a 
morning,  on  an  empty  ftomach,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  cure.  This  remedy,  without 
having  any  acid,  and  only  by  its  balfamic 
virtue,  checks  the  too  impetuous  motion  of 
the  blood,  braces  the  fibrous  parts,  exprefles 
the  ferofities,  and  promotes  their  more  caly 
difcharge  into  the  kidneys. 

This  remedy  purifies  the  urine,  carries  off 
all  its  acrimony,  all  the  noxious  and  vifcid 
ill  me,  which  lodges  in  the  bladder,  when  the 
patient  complains ;  deterges  ulcers,  helps  for¬ 
ward  the  cure,  keeps  an  open  belly,  ftrength- 
ens  nature  by  preventing  crudities  and  bad 
digeftions,  and  remedies  every  thing  which 
might  hurt  the  cure,  and  obviates  every  un- 

eafy 
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eafy  lymptom  and  bad  confequence.  Thefe 
are  not  words  thrown  out  at  random,  to 
heighten  and  caufe  an  ill-grounded  confidence 
in  this  remedy,  but  real  and  evident  fads :  I 
repeat  it,  without  fearing  to  exaggerate,  I  have 
always  obferved  the  extremely  happy  and  un- 
expeded  effeds  of  this  remedy,  which  in  a 
furprifing  manner  concurs  with  my  probes, 
for  the  cure  of  all  the  diforders  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  and  effeds  this  cure  readily,  agreeably, 
and  without  any  bad  fymptoms  -y  a  cure  per¬ 
manent  and  radical,  without  leaving  any 
trace  of  the  diftemper,  or  apprehenfion  of  its 
return  3  advantages,  I  may  affirm,  I  have  a- 
bove  M.  Daran. 

With  regard  to  women,  it  is  rarely  they 
are  feized  with  the  ftrangury,  even  after 
many  virulent  and  obftinate  gonorrhoea's,  be- 
caufe  the  urethra  in  them  is  fhorter  and  wi¬ 
der  than  in  Men,  confequently  it  cannot  be 
fo  eafily  ftraitened  or  compreffed  5  and  chief¬ 
ly,  becaufe  the  refervoirs  of  the  feminal  hu¬ 
mour,  where  is  the  feat  of  the  gonorrhoea, 
are  in  women,  either  at  a  difiance  from  the 
urethra,  as  Cowper’s  glands,  and  thofe  of  the 
vagina ,  or,  if  near,  yet  they  open  not  into 
this  dud,  and  cannot  fo  eafily  communicate 
to  it  their  diforders ;  which  regards  the  pro- 
ftatse  too,  though  placed  about  the  urethra 
in  women  who  have  their  excretory  duds, 
called  lacunse,  in  the  fuperior  parts  of  the 
vulva,  and  not  in  the  urethra.  And  yet  it  is 
not  impoffible  for  women  to  be  taken  with 

this 
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this  malady  ^  and  when  women  have  it,  the 
fame  remedies  mu  ft  be  ufed  for  them,  as  was 
prefcribed  for  men. 

I  fhall  be  but  very  brief  in  explaining  the 
regimen  I  prefcribe  the  patient  during  the 
cure,  fince  in  general,  unlefs  in  the  cafe  of  an 
inflammation,  a  fever,  and  other  fymptoms, 
which  the  circumftances  ought  to  regulate  ; 
bating  thefe  fymptoms,  I  fay,  the  regimen  is 
quite  Ample  and  uniform ;  good  broths,  good 
foops,  beef,  mutton,  and  fowl ;  in  a  word, 
without  exceeding  either  in  the  folid  or  li¬ 
quid  aliments ;  the  drink,  a  good  old  wine 
diluted,  abftaining  only  from  fruits,  falads, 
and  other  crude  things,  fait  and  fpices ;  the 
exercife,  application,  and  labour,  alfo  to  be 
moderate  and  reafonable. 

May  I  be  allowed,  before  I  clofe  this 
chapter,  to  make  this  refle&ion.  ’Tis  a  thing 
unheard  on,  that  we  Ihould  be  obliged  to 
preach  up  temperance  to  men,  and  that  we 
fhould  almofl  ever  do  it  without  effed,  and 
talk,  as  it  were,  to  the  air ;  and  yet  their  own 
interefi:,  reafon,  and  even,  in  fome  meafure, 
a  certain  point  of  honour,  ought  to  engage 
them  to  it ;  for  it  is  of  the  laft  confequence 
to  preferve  health  and  prolong  our  days,  that 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  our  meat  and 
drink  be  exadly  regulated,  and  juftly  pro¬ 
portioned  to  our  digeftive  faculties  j  our  bo¬ 
dies  crave  only  a  determinate  quantity  of  ali¬ 
ment  for  their  fultenance ;  and  if  we  did  ob- 
ferve  an  exad  proportion  between  the  quan¬ 
tity 
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tity  we  take  in,  and  the  force  of  the  ftomach, 
we  would  often  guard  againft  acute  difeafes, 
and  oftener  ftill  againft  chronical j  and  we 
Ihould  be  alfo  enabled  to  live  as  long,  and 
have  conftitutions  as  good,  as  ftrong  and 
lafting,  as  our  fathers  had,  without  much 
difeafe  and  pain. 

The  fpring  of  chronical  difeafes  is,  firft, 
the  vifcofity  of  the  juices,  or  the  too  great 
extent  or  bulk  of  their  component  particles, 
which  not  being  fufficiently  broken  by  the 
digeftive  faculties,  flop  fhort  or  retard  the 
circulation.  In  the  fecond  place,  ftis  the  too 
great  abundance  of  fharp  and  acrid  falts,  by 
means  of  which  the  juices  even  become  fo 
corrofive,  as  to  penetrate  the  folids,  and  wear 
them  out.  In  the  third  place,  his  a  relaxa¬ 
tion,  or  a  want  of  a  necefiary  force  and  vi¬ 
gour  in  the  folids  themfelves.  Excefs  in  the 
quantity  produces  the  firft,  the  bad  quality  of 
what  we  eat  and  drink  caufes  the  fecond ; 
and  both  together,  joined  to  the  want  oi 
proper  exercife,  produce  the  third. 

CHAP.  IV. 

Of  the  ulcers  called  'venereal  flankers. 

'THERE  are  feveral  fpecies  of  ulcers, 
which  take  their  rife  from  the  pocky 
virus ;  there  are  alfo  thofe  properly  called 
fhankers,  which  differ  much  even  among 
themfelves,  fome  being  worfe  than  others, 
and  therefore  are  called  either  benign  or  ma¬ 
lignant. 
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lignant.  There  are  other  different  ulcers, 
fome  fcrophuious  ,  others  fcorbutick,  and 
others,  with  each  their  peculiar  denomina¬ 
tion,  to  diftinguifh  and  avoid  the  confound¬ 
ing  them,  becaufe  being  different  among 
themfelves  in  character,  they  ought  to  be 
treated  differently  $  and  that  for  each  fpecies 
and  kind  of  ulcer,  which  conftitutes  a  parti¬ 
cular  difeafe,  proper  remedies  fhould  be  ufed, 
as  ML  Tauvry  very  judicioufly  remarks,  in  his 
treatife  of  medicines  5  what  is  good  for  one 
ulcer,  is  very  bad  for  another  ^  an  obferva- 
tion  he  expreffiy  makes  upon  the  treatment 
of  cancerous  ulcers,  which  are  precifely  thofe 
that  are  the  fubjedt  of  this  chapter. 

A  defcription  of  Jk ankers* 

Venereal  {bankers  are  fmall  malignant  cal¬ 
lous  ulcers,  bordered  commonly  with  a  hard 
and  yellowifh  circle,  and  difcharging  a  ferous 
greenifh  pus,  inclining  to  a  yellow  or  grey, 
thick,  vifcid,  and  clammy,  which  commonly 
produces  the  like  ulcers  in  the  neighbouring 
parts ;  which  {hankers  are  caufed  by  a  pocky 
virus. 

Thefe  ulcers,  for  the  moft  part,  arife  on 
the  natural  parts  of  both  fexes,  fometimes 
in  the  mouth,  on  the  lips,  and  nipples  of 
nurfes  -y  but  ordinarily  they  occupy  the  con¬ 
vex  part  of  the  glans,  or  the  corona,  the  in¬ 
ternal  furface,  or  the  edge  of  the  pracputium, 
with  the  inferior  part  of  the  glans. 
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Sometimes  they  are  few  in  number,  and 
diftinft,  at  other  times  numerous  and  con¬ 
fluent  ;  fometimes  they  are  crouded  together 
and  difpofed  in  flakes ;  at  other  times  they 
form  a  fpecies  of  circle  round  the  corona 
glandis,  and  make  the  praeputium  tight  about 
the  glans.  Laftly,  it  happens  fometimes  they 
are  very  bad  and  malignant,  according  to  the 
teftimony  of  M.  Guifard,  phyfician  of  the 
univerfity  of  Montpellier,  in  his  fifth  obfer- 
vation,  where  he  relates,  that  a  young  man 
between  thirty-five  and  thirty-eight,  was 
taken  therewith  in  fo  terrible  a  manner,  that 
when  he  faw  him  for  the  fir  ft  time,  his  body 
was  all  over  cavernous,  eaten  by  a  malignant 
cancer  ;  the  glans,  which  ftuck  only  by  a 
thread,  was  extremely  fenfible,  and  already 
cancerous  3  the  du£t  of  the  urethra  perfora¬ 
ted  almoft  over  its  whole  extent,  like  a  wa¬ 
tering-pot,  when  the  urine  was  dif charged, 
and  the  fuppuration,  which  began  above  the 
pubis,  feerned  ready  to  gain  the  lower  belly. 
Above  all  this,  the  patient  faw  himfelf  daily 
wafting  with  a  flow  fever,  which  gradually 
weakened  him,  and  of  which  he  died. 

But  there  are  benign  {hankers ;  fuch  are 
the  round  and  fuperficial,  and  thofe  having 
few  callofities,  and  a  whitifh  bottom,  yield¬ 
ing  a  laudable  pus,  and  whofe  edges  are  nei¬ 
ther  ruddy  nor  very  prominent  •  whereas  the 
malignant  have  an  irregular  and  angular  fi¬ 
gure,  a  black  livid  cavity,  or  of  a  deep  red,  very 
hard,  callous  lips,  which  difcharge  a  ferofity 

rather 
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rather  than  a  genuine  pus ;  and  which  fpread 
and  extend  themfelves  ftill  more  and  more 
round  about  the  parts. 

Thefe  (hankers,  produced  from  an  impure 
commerce,  if  they  arife  from  a  recent  virus, 
are  not  fo  dangerous;  and  we  may  guard 
againft  them,  if  we  have  the  precaution  after 
the  act  of  impure  commerce,  to  wafh  with 
wine,  brandy,  water,  or  urine ;  but  if  they 
arife  from  an  inveterate  pox,  they  are  very 
had,  and  of  difficult  cure,  becaufe  owing  to 
an  old  virus ;  forafmuch  as  they  arife  not 
from  a  virus  communicated  externally,  but 
from  a  virus  lying  concealed  a  long  time  in 
the  blood,  and  which  circulating  with  it,  is 
conveyed  into  the  febaceous  humour  of  the 
(kin ;  confequently  thefe  cannot  be  cured 
without  removing  the  caufe. 

But  independently  of  thefe  neceflary  obfer- 
vations,  in  order  to  know  the  nature  of  the 
cancer  we  are  going  to  treat  on,  to  enable  us 
to  adminifter  the  proper  remedies,  it  is  of  no 
lefs  importance  to  diftinguifli  the  difference 
of  character,  according  to  the  place  they  oc¬ 
cupy  :  thofe  of  the  praeputium  in  men,  are 
generally  worfe  than  thofe  of  the  glans :  and 
in  like  manner  in  women,  thofe  of  the  cli¬ 
toris,  or  carunculi  myrtiformes,  are  worfe 
than  thofe  of  the  labia  or  nymphse.  Thofe 
of  the  glans  occupying  the  fraenum  or  corona, 
are  more  malignant  than  thofe  occupying  its 
furface  or  fides ;  thofe  fituated  upon  the  edge 
of  the  praeputium  are  more  fo,  than  thofe 

fituated 
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Unrated  in  the  middle,  or  on  the  root  of  this 
part. 

The  reafon  of  thefe  differences,  which 
greatly  puzzled  the  ancient  phyficians,  is  not¬ 
withstanding  very  Ample  and  clear.  In  men 
the  praeputium  being  the  duplicature  of  the 
membrane  which  covers  the  penis,  the  pocky 
venom  eafily  flips  in  between,  and  from 
thence  is  conveyed  into  the  other  parts  of  the 
body.  Befides,  this  part  being  more  nervous, 
confequently  more  abounding  in  fpirits  than 
the  glans,  which  is  but  a  fpongy  and  flefhy 
part,  the  irritation  and  inflammation  which 
are  there  produced  by  the  acrimony  of  the 
pocky  ferment,  joined  to  the  pain  caufed  by 
the  fenflbility  of  the  fpirits  abounding  in  this 
part,  fliould  augment  confiderably  the  vola- 
tilifation  and  penetrancy  of  the  virus  ;  confe¬ 
quently  the  ulcer  or  flianker,  in  this  nervous 
part,  is  more  dangerous  and  malignant  than 
in  the  other  flefhy  and  fpongy  part :  for  the 
feme  reafons  the  parts  in  women  tainted  with 
fhankers,  are  affebted  with  a  greater  or  lefs 
degree  of  malignity. 

Thefe  observations  are  doubtlefs  extremely 
ufeful  to  give  a  perfedt  knowledge  of  the  na¬ 
ture  of  fhankers  5  yet  let  us  take  t  e  matter 
higher,  and  go  to  the  fource,  which  will 
clear  up  the  thing,  and  convey  a  more  per¬ 
fect  underflanding  of  it.  Let  us  then  fay, 
that  the  venereal  virus  is  generated  in  the  na¬ 
tural  parts  by  the  corruption  of  feveral  dif¬ 
ferent  femens  received  into  thefe  parts  of  the 

woman. 
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woman,  where  the  firft  fermentation  is-  be¬ 
gun,  as  I  have  explained  it  when  treating 
of  the  univerfal  pox.  If  the  virus  penetrate 
to  the  mafs  of  blood  of  the  woman,  it  pro¬ 
duces  the  pox ;  if  it  inlinuate  only  into  the 
lacunas  of  the  glands  of  the  vagina,  of  the 
vulva,  or  meatus  urinarius,  it  produces  the 
gonorrhoea  *  when  it  only  lodges  on  the  ex¬ 
terna!  tunic  of  the  vagina  or  vulva,  it  caufes 
tubercles,  and  produces  fhankers  on  that  tu¬ 
nic,  which  is  lax  and  fpongy,  it  links  into 
it,  and  infinuates  into  the  fmall  lymphatic 
veilds,  which  are  there  diftributed  $  and  as 
it  is  highly  acid,  it  thickens  and  coagulates 
the  lympha  it  meets  with  there,  with  which 
it  mixes :  this  coagulated  lymph  obfcrudling 
and  thickening  what  it  conveys  thither,  en- 
creafes  in  bulk,  and  forms  a  little  tumour, 
which  ftraitens  and  comprefles  the  capillary 
blood-veffels  which  creep  round  it.  The 
blood  llackened  in  its  courfe,  is  accumulated, 
heated,  ratified,  and  redoubles  the  contrac¬ 
tions  of  the  fmall  arteries,  which  it  fills  above 
the  ordinary  pitch,  the  thickened  and  ob- 
flru&ed  lympha  being  heated  by  the  blood, 
befides  comminuted  and  attenuated  by  the 
redoubled  ftrokes  of  thefe  fmall  arteries,  is 
diffolved  and  changed  into  a  pus  •  the  fulphu- 
reous  parts  are  broken;  the  faline,  opened  and 
difentangled,  become  more  acrid,  gnaw  and 
eat  away  the  part,  and  caufe  the  tumour  to 
degenerate  into  a  fmall  cancerous  ulcer, 

i  The 
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The  woman  infedfed  with  this  virus,  com¬ 
municates  it  to  the  man  in  copulation ;  the 
glans,  whofe  texture  is  fpongy,  and  the  pre* 
putium,  whofe  pores  are  ftill  more  open  du¬ 
ring  the  eredtion,  imbued  with  this  virulent 
humour,  are  eafily  penetrated  thereby,  hav¬ 
ing  upon  them  the  fame  effedt  as  upon  the 
vagina  and  thus  it  produces  {hankers,  and 
reciprocally  the  man  with  {hankers,  or  other 
venereal  diftemper  upon  him,  taints  the  wo¬ 
man  he  has  commerce  with  :  this  is  the  mod 
common  way  wherein  this  venom  is  com¬ 
municated  from  the  one  fex  to  the  other. 

But  if  a  perlon  has  venereal  cancers  in  the 
mouth,  and  you  drink  after  him  in  a  glafs 
where  fome  of  the  virulent  and  purulent  fpit- 
tle  (hall  happen  to  remain ;  or  if  lovers 
fhould  lafcivioufly  kifs  an  unfound  miftrefs, 
the  virus  faftening  to  the  lips,  gums,  tongue, 
or  palate,  will  produce  cancers  there,  as  it 
does  in  the  natural  parts ;  or  if  a  child  fuck 
a  tainted  nurfe,  its  mouth  will  become  can¬ 
cerous  ;  if  the  nurfe  fuckle  a  tainted  child, 
though  found  herfelf,  her  nipples  will  come 
to  have  cancers. 

Shankers  may  arife  from  internal  caufes, 
as  we  have  faid,  in  all  the  places  where  we 
have  fpoken  thereof ;  in  this  cafe  it  is  a  fymp- 
tom  of  the  univerfal  pox,  and  confeqoently 
they  are  cured  only,  as  I  have  faid,  along 
with  this  difeafe. 

When  one  is  taken  with  fhankers  and  a 
virulent  gonorrhoea  at  the  fame  time,  or  with 
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fhankers  or  venereal  bubo’s,  or  that  the  one 
comes  upon  or  fucceeds  the  other,  his  com¬ 
monly  a  fign  of  the  pox  5  and  fhankers  neg¬ 
lected,  or  ill  treated,  often  give  this  difeafe. 

If  there  are  many  fhankers,  if  they  are 
contiguous,  and  touch  each  other,  and  if  of 
a  bad  character  or  fort,  the  parts  of  the  ge¬ 
nitals  which  they  gnaw  and  eat  away,  as  the 
glans  and  preputium  in  men,  the  origin  of 
the  vagina,  the  carunculi  myrtiformes,  the 
nymphae,  the  clitoris,  and  the  labia  in  wo¬ 
men,  are  tumbled  and  inflamed  3  this  caufes 
and  prognofticates  a  phimofis,  paraphimofis, 
cryftalli,  cancer  of  the  glans,  gangrene,  and 
fphacelus,  difeafes,  of  which  I  fhall  hereafter 
treat  in  particular. 

Mufitanus,  a  famous  phyfician  of  Naples, 
relates,  that  fome  authors  of  his  time  imagi¬ 
ned  that  thefe  ulcers  were  caufed  by  the  fault 
of  the  liver  tainted  by  the  virus,  in  which 
they  fuppofed  that  bad  humours  are  genera¬ 
ted  5  from  whence  being  afterwards  expelled 
by  the  force  of  the  expulfive  faculty,  they 
are  tranfmitted  to  the  extremity  of  the  penis, 
as  if  that  part  were  the  emundtory  of  the  li-  J 
ver,  diipofed  to  receive  all  its  excretions. 

I  have  no  inclination  to  refute  notions  fo 
ridiculous,  they  fufficiently  refute  themfelves. 

A  man  muft  be  in  great  want  of,  and  at  a  lofs 
for  good  principles,  to  have  recourfe  to  fuch 
chimeras  as  thefe  :  but  fome  modern  authors, 

I  mean  thole  who  have  acquired  a  greater 
degree  of  reputation,  fall  into  another  ex¬ 
treme  $ 
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treme  •  learned  in  appearance  a  good  deal 
more  than  in  reality,  they  affed  to  make  a 
parade  of  the  wealth  they  are  not  poiTeffed 
of  5  are  eloquent,  diffufe,  difpenfe  without 
rule  or  meafure  their  crude  and  indigefted 
thoughts ;  form  new  humours,  or  at  leaf: 
bring  them  on  the  ftage,  and  make  them 
ad  imaginary  parts.  In  a  word,  they  deftroy 
the  rules  they  pretend  to  prefcribe  to  our  ob~ 
fervation  in  the  cure  of  difeafes. 

For  my  part,  I  ingenuoufly  own  my- 
felf  not  to  have  genius  fufficient  to  give  futi- 
lities  a  certain  air  of  importance  and  weight, 
in  the  manner  of  retailing  them  :  it  is  true, 
that  upon  examining  thefe  things,  we  only 
find  an  empty  and  vain  turgidity,  and  things 
fo  indifferent  and  foreign  to  the  fubjed,  that 
i  no  juft  application  or  ufe  can  be  made  of 
them,  and  confequently  no  advantage  be 
I  drawn  from  them  5  the  good  things  ( for 
fometimes  there  are  fuch)  are  overwhelmed 
by  the  bad. 

Befides,  they  affed  to  give  us  large  quanti¬ 
ties  of  medicines  and  receipts,  as  a  proof  of 
their  great  knowledge  ;  but  this  is  to  make 
a  parade  of  an  empty  fcience,  fince  one  good 
remedy  is  fufficient  to  cure  ;  and  this  one 
good  remedy  is  what  we  ought  to  feek  for, 
find  out,  and  adminifter  properly,  to  arrive  at 
a  radical  cure. 

That  our  complaints  may  not  be  in  vain, 
let  us  endeavour  to  make  the  proper  applica- 
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lion  to  the  fubjeCt  we  are  now  upon,  in  or¬ 
der  to  benefit  thereby. 

I  then  fay,  that  the  fhankers  which  are 
produced,  and  are  the  fy  nip  toms  of  an  inve¬ 
terate  pox,  fhould  be  cured  by  the  fame  re¬ 
medies  as  were  taught  for  the  cure  of  the 
univerfal  pox,  and  to  which  we  mu  ft  necef- 
farily  have  recourfe. 

But  the  (hankers  produced  by  a  recent  vi- 
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rus,  becaufe  the  ferment  has  been  conveyed 
no  farther  than  the  part  affefted,  which  at 
firft  received  it,  and  of  which  I  have  fpoken 
fufficiently  above,  thefe  forts  of  fhankers  are 
more  eafily  and  happily  cured  than  others, 
by  wrays  more  gentle  and  eafy. 

I  would  fay,  that  it  is  not  necefiary  to 
cauterize  all  forts  of  real  fhankers,  to  ufe  the 
red  precipitate,  efpecially  without  precaution, 
the  lapis  infernalis,  the  fublimate  corrofive, 
to  make  the  efchar  fall  off  with  fuppuratives, 
to  often  purge  the  patient  with  mercury,  fuch, 
and  as  ill  prepared,  as  that  which  is  com¬ 
monly  ufed  5  to  order  frictions,  as  is  (till  too 
often  ufed,  under  pretence  of  purifying  the 
blood  ;  and  that  it  is  difficult  for  a  (hanker 
to  remain  long  in  a  part,  without  (lipping  in| 
fenfibly  fome  particles  of  the  pocky  ferment 
into  the  mafs  ot  the  blood,  which  might 
communicate  the  univerfal  pox,  if  we  neg¬ 
lected  to  take  all  thefe  precautions, 

This  method  is  pernicious,  teafing,  nn- 
eafy,  tedious,  embarraffing,  caufes  infupport- 
able  pain,  and  at  length  puts  the  patient  in¬ 
to 
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to  a  worfe  and  more  pitiable  Rate  than  when 
he  firft  began  upon  a  courfe  of  remedies. 

Let  us  oppofe  to  this  method,  that  which 
we  ourfelves  pra&ife,  which  is  more  fure, 
more  gentle,  and  out  of  the  reach  of  every 
uneafy  fymptom 5  and  let  us  add,  to  omit 
nothing  that  may  be  of  fervice  to  the  fubjett, 
the  genuine  fpecifieks. 

The  belt  condudt  to  be  obferved  in  thefe 
;  forts  of  ulcers,  is  to  make  them  fuppurate 
,  well,  particularly  thofe  under  cover' of  the 
:  part ;  and  for  that  purpofe  we  muft  take  an 
:  ounce  of  fuppurative,  caufe  to  melt  it,  and  add 
:  to  it  half  an  ounce  of  oil  of  hypericum,  and 
i  a  dram  of  flowers  of  fulphur ;  to  be  held  be¬ 
fore  a  foft  fire,  and  ftirred  from  time  to  time 
I  with  a  wooden  fbatula ;  and  when  the  mix- 
:  ture  turns  black,  remove  it  from  off  the  fire, 

I  and  when  cold,  make  plaifters  of  it  to  be  ap- 
’  plied  on  the  part,  and  fhifted  twice  aday,  till 
there  is  no  longer  any  fuppuration ;  that  if 
there  is  formed  any  induration  or  real  ap¬ 
pearance  of  greater  malignity,  thefe  (bankers 
may  be  waflied  with  our  fpirit  of  diflilled 
'  mercury  without  addition,  as  was  taught  in 
the  firfl:  part  of  this  work :  and  in  defe&  of 
this  infallible  fpecifick,  they  may  be  waflied, 

I  deterged,  and  have  applied  to  them  our  wa- 
■  ter,  admirable  in  all  forts  of  ulcers,  the  com- 
:  pofition  of  which  I  fhall  give  at  the  clofe  of 
:  this  chapter.  In  defeft,  I  fay,  of  thefe  two 
!  fovereign  and  infallible  fpecifieks,  the  red 
precipitate  mufc  be  applied  3  and  when  the 

R  3  hardnefs 
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hardnefs  is  well  opened,  a  little  of  the  fame 
precipitate  muft  be  mixed  with  the  fuppu na¬ 
tive  unguent  above  defcribed,  and  to  be  ufed 
till  not  only  the  tumour  is  diffolved,  but  even 
its  roots  are  carried  away.  As  the  red  pre¬ 
cipitate  eaufes  extreme  pain  in  the  manner  it 
is  commonly  ufed,  like  the  other  caufticks, 
I  expreffiy  advife  to  pafs  the  precipitate  thro* 
plantain-water  drawn  by  expreffion,  which 
may  be  done  in  the  following  manner :  Put 
the  whole  into  a  vaporatory,  evaporate  by  a 
foft  fire  to  drynefs 3  repeat  this  procefs  a  fe- 
cond  time,  then  you  may  ufe  it  •  it  will  eat 
away  without  caufing  much  pain.  If  in 
fpite  of  all  thefe  precautions,  and  this  treat¬ 
ment,  thefe  callolities  come  to  be  {tinned 
over,  and  to  cicatrize,  and  if  they  fubfift 
ftill,  we  mu  ft  neceftarily  fall  to  the  ufe  of 
our  anti-venereal  remedies,  our  fpirit  of  mer¬ 
cury,  and  our  quinteffence  of  viper  3  nothing 
can  ftand  before  thefe  remedies,  every  fymp- 
tom  will  vanifh,  and  we  may  be  a  flu  red  of 
a  radical  and  permanent  cure. 

During  the  courfe  of  this  difeafe,  the  pa¬ 
tient  muft  be  purged  every  five  days  with  our 
aurifick  pills  3  the  regimen  fhould  be  moift- 
ening  and  infpiftating  3  marfhmallow  root, 
lintfeed,  rice,  and  cleanfed  barley,  are  very 
fit  for  making  ptifans,  to  be  Highly  charged 
with  thefe  matters.  We  muft"  obferve  the 
fame  precautions  in  the  aliments  as  prefcri- 
bed  in  treating  on  other  difeafes,  which  I 
fhal!  forbear  repeating, 

fbe 
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The  admirable  and  infallible  water  for  the 
gangrene  and  every  kind  of  ulcer . 

Take  fifteen  pints  of  equinoctial  rain-wa¬ 
ter  well  purified,  that  is,  filtred  through  grey 
paper;  after  putrefaction  and  clarification, 
put  this  water  into  a  large  earthen  pot,  or  ra¬ 
ther,  if  you  can  conveniently,  into  a  tin  vef- 
fel ;  throw  into  this  water  fix  pounds  of  quick¬ 
lime,  made  of  good  rock  ftone  or  flints,  let 
it  flack  well  by  a  flow  and  natural  ebullition, 
without  any  agitation ;  and  when  the  ebul¬ 
lition  and  addon  are  over,  you  muft  add  three 
ounces  of  arfenick  in  powder,  and  an  ounce 
and  an  half  of  maftick  well  picked,  and  alfo 
in  powder ;  ftir  the  whole  with  a  flick,  for 
promoting  the  mixture  and  folution  :  then  let 
the  matters  fettle,  and  when  the  water  float¬ 
ing  a-top  is  perfectly  clear,  decant  it  foftly, 
fo  as  net  to  muddy  the  water,  into  a  ftone 
pot,  and  filtring  the  portion  of  water  which 
is  at  the  bottom,  and  which  cannot  be  very 
clear,  add  to  all  this  clear  water  three  ounces 
of  corrofive  fublimate,  nine  ounces  of  alco- 
holifed  fpirit  of  wine,  and  two  drams  of  fpi- 
rit  of  vitriol  well  dephlegmated.  Put  up  this 
mixture  of  water,  fublimate  and  fpirit  of  vi¬ 
triol,  without  allowing  them  to  fettle ;  that 
is,  the  water  being  muddy,  in  glafs  bottles 
well  flopped,  to  be  kept  for  ufe.  When  you 
would  ufe  this  water,  either  for  the  gangrene, 
or  for  ulcers,  you  muft  fhake  it  in  the  bottle, 
in  order  to  muddy  it,  and  to  unite  to  it 

R  a  what 
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what  is  depolited  at  the  bottom.  It  is  ap¬ 
plied  on  the  ailing  part  with  compreffes  and 
bolfters  of  lint  dipt  in  the  faid  water. 

If  you  would  ufe  this  remedy  for  any  ul¬ 
cer  in  the  eyes  and  parts  extremely  delicate, 
you  niu ft  not  (hake  the  bottle,  nor  muddy 
the  water  5  on  the  contrary,  filtre  it  well,  to 
leave  no  mixt  refidence  or  lediment  therein  ; 
befides,  you  muft  fweeten  and  temper  it  with 
the  water  of  plantain  juice,  or  with  that  of 
the  greater  celklony,  or  with  the  pure  water 
of  alum. 

C  H  A  P.  V. 

Of  the  difeafes  depending  cn  'Venereal fhankers  ^ 
or  fupervening  upon  /bankers^  as  phimofs 
and  paraphimofis . 

'*'V  .  ...  .  ,  •• 

A  LL  the  fymptoms  of  the  pox  are  grie- 
vous  and  extremely  dangerous,  or  may 
become  fuch,  either  by  their  natural  malig¬ 
nity,  or  through  the  fault  of  having  neglec¬ 
ted  applying  at  firft  the  proper  falutary  reme¬ 
dies,  or  which  is  worfe,  of  having  employed 
bad  ones,  which  heighten  the  diftemper  in- 
ftead  of  curing  it. 

Tho5  in  the  preceding  chapter  we  have 
treated  of  venereal  fhankers,  and  given  the 
means  and  remedies  for  their  cure;  yet  as 
thefe  very  fhankers  often  bring  after  them, 
and  caufe  other  difeafes  complicated  with 
them,  and  inflame  their  atrocity,  which  is 
the  cafe  when  thefe  fhankers  occupy  the  in¬ 
ternal 
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ternal  furfacc  of  the  preputium  or  frenum, 
or  the  fiirface  of  the  glans  or  corona,  or  are 
numerous,  confluent,  malignant,  painful,  or 
too  much  irritated  by  the  abuiive  ufe  of  vio- 
lent  efcharoticks.  It  hence  happens  that  the 
difeafe  advances  in  growth,  and  that  the  pre¬ 
putium  or  glans,  or  both  together,  are  at 
once  enlarged  and  tumified. 

They  are  then  often  hot,  painful,  ruddy, 
refill  a  little  the  impreffion  of  the  finger,  but 
recover  readily  upon  ceafing  the  prefTure  5  and. 
then  it  is  a  phlegmonick  tumour. 

When  neither  hot,  nor  painful,  nor  ruddy, 
but  as  it  were  tranfparent,  and  full  of  lero- 
fities,  they  eafily  yield  to  the  impreffion  of 
the  finger,  and  long  retain  the  dent  5  and' 
then  it  is  an  mdematous  tumour; 

Laftly,  without  being  either  hot,  or  pain¬ 
ful,  or  ruddy,  if  they  are  hard,  refill  the 
preffion  of  the  finger,  ’tis  a  fcirrhous  tumour. 

But  whatever  may  be  the  caufe  of  the  tu- 

j  „ 

mour  of  the  preputium,  it  fometimes  hap¬ 
pens  that  it  covers,  and  envelops  fo  tightly 
the  glans,  that  it  cannot  be  retraced  to  un¬ 
cover  it,  and  this  cafe  is  in  Greek  called  phi- 
moils ;  that  is  to  fay,  ligature.  At  other 
times  it  happens,  that  it  is  fhrivelled  and 
folded  up  behind  the  corona  of  the  glans, 
embracing  it  1b  tightly,  as  in  no  manner  to 
be  pulled  forwards  to  cover  the  glans ;  and 
this  cafe,  which  is  contrary  to  the  preced¬ 
ing,  is,  in  the  fame  tongue,  called  paraph  i- 
mofiSj  that  is  to  fay,  poilerior  ligature. 

What- 
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Whatever  too  he  the  caufe  of  the  tumour 
of  the  glans,  if  the  obflruftion  of  the  glans 
be  confiderable  and  of  a  long  ftanding,  there 
is  very  often  formed  upon  its  furface,  which 
is  uncovered  in  the  paraphimofis,  or  upon 
the  edge  of  the  preputium,  which  covers  the 
glans  in  the  phimofis,  hydatides,  or  watery 
blifters,  called  cryftalli,  full  of  a  thin  or  thick 
lymph,  limpid  or  reddiih,  opake  or  tranf- 
parent,  unmixt  or  mixt  with  air,  all  differ¬ 
ent  in  number,  bignefs,  and  eminence,  which 
occupy  fometimes  the  extremity  of  the  glans, 
fometimes  the  corona,  fometimes  the  upper 
part,  fometimes  the  tides  $  and  which  even 
fometimes  in  the  phimofis  and  paraphimofis, 
appear  upon  the  preputium  itfelf,  or  the  fre- 
num. 

Women  as  well  as  men  are  fubjedt  to  thefe 
fymptoms,  but  with  the  neceffary  and  proper 
differences. 

For,  i.  The  labia,  the  nympho,  the  cli¬ 
toris,  its  preputium,  and  the  carunculi  myr- 
tiformes,  which  fhut  the  entry  of  the  vagina, 
being  eaten  away  by  malignant  fliankers, 
grow  big,  and  tumefy  like  the  preputium  or 
glans  in  men ;  and  the  tumour  refulting  from 
it,  is  in  like  manner  phlegmonick,  oedema- 
tous,  or  fcirrhous. 

2.  The  malignant  fhankers  occupying  the 
carunculi  myrtiformes,  or  the  entry  of  the 
vagina,  caufe  a  confiderable  ftraitening  of 
that  paffage,  which  may  be  juftly  called  phi¬ 
mofis. 
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3.  There  alfo  fometim.es  arife,  on  the  fur- 
face  of  thefe  tumefied  parts,  hydatides  or 
blifters  full  of  water,  and  refembling  in  their 
figure,  their  nature,  and  quality,  the  cryftalli 
in  men. 

4.  Something  like  this  happens  to  fodo- 
mitical  perfons,  when  by  their  abominations 
they  contract  malignant  ulcers  in  the  anus, 
which  by  ftraitening  that  part,  produce  there 
a  phimofis,  with  inflammation  of  the  extre¬ 
mity  of  the  redtum. 

In  fine,  when  nurfes  have  come  by  harm 
by  fuckling,  and  to  have  cancers  at  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  nipples,  the  extremities  of  the 
nipples  are  tumefied  confiderably,  whilft  at 
their  bottom  there  is  an  unnatural  confine- 
tion. 

The  caufe  of  thefe  fymptoms,  according 
to  M.  A  ft  rue,  proceeds  from  what  the  arte¬ 
ries  convey  to  the  glans  or  preputium,  as  they 
do  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  viz, 
two  forts  of  liquors  mixed  together,  blood 
and  lympha,  by  the  lymphatick  veffels  3 
whilft  thefe  liquors  return  in  the  fame  quan¬ 
tity  they  came,  the  preputium  and  glans  re¬ 
tain  their  force  and  natural  flexibility  3  but  if 
by  any  caufe  whatever,  there  return  lefs  than 
there  came  to  the  part,  it  is  plain  that  in  that 
cafe,  the  glans  and  preputium  will  be  fwel- 
led,  and  grow  big  in  proportion  to  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  the  liquid  retained. 

Now  two  caufes  may  render  the  quantity 
of  blood  and  lymph,  which  come  from  the 

glans 
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glans  and  preputiiim,  lefs  than  what  comes  to 
them,  and  thefe  caufes  are  common  to  all 
the  parts  of  the  body.  The  firft,  if  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  liquids  which  return  from  them  be 
lefs,  and  the  quantity  which  comes  to  them 
remain  the  fame.  The  fecond,  if  the  quan¬ 
tity  of  liquids  which  returns  continuing  the 
fame,  the  quantity  that  comes  to  them  be 
found  encreafed. 

The  firft  cafe  happens  when  the  diameter 
of  the  veffels,  which  carry  back  the  blood  or 
lymph,  are  ftraitened :  this  ftraitnefs  arifes 
from  two  caufes. 

1.  From  the  compreffion  of  the  veffels  by 
indurated,  callous,  and  confluent  ulcers  which 
lie  near  them.  From  this  it  comes,  that  the 
numerous,  hard  and  callous  fhankers,  which 
are  placed  near  the  large  branches  of  the  veins 
or  lymphatick  veffels,  often  give  occafion  to 
the  inflation  of  the  glans  or  preputium,  by 
comprefling  thefe  veffels,  and  hindering  the 
return  of  the  blood  and  lymph. 

2.  From  the  conftriCtion  induced  on  thefe 
veffels  by  the  fpafmodick  contraction  of  the 
tendinous  or  mufcular  fibres  of  the  glans  or 
preputium  which  encompafs  them.  From 
hence  it  comes  that  the  fhankers,  which  are 
very  painful  naturally,  and  made  fuch  by  the 
application  of  cathereticks,  by  giving  occafion 
to  the  convulfive  contraction  of  the  fibres, 
often  bring  upon  the  glans  or  preputium  a 
furcharge  of  blood  or  lymph,  which  makes 
them  fwell. 


The. 
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The  fecond  cafe  happens,  when  the  blood 
and  lymph,  being  unable  to  diftribute  them- 
felves  in  the  ufual  manner  into  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts,  are  forced  in  greater  quantity 
upon  the  collateral  veflels,  which  terminate 
in  the  glans  or  preputium 3  which  always 
happens  when  one  or  other  of  thefe  parts  is 
inflamed  3  for  as  the  glans  and  preputium  re¬ 
ceive  the  blood  by  the  branches  of  common 
arteries,  which  arife  from  the  external  artery 
of  the  pudenda,  if  it  happens  that  the  blood 
of  the  trunk  of  the  common  artery  cannot 
pafs  into  the  branches  terminating  in  the  glans, 
by  reafon  of  the  inflammation  which  holds 
them  obflrudled,  it  will  be  forced  to  enter 
the  collateral  branches  going  to  the  prepu¬ 
tium  3  and  this  furplus  of  blood,  which  ar¬ 
rives  all  at  once,  will  caufe  the  phlogofis  or 
inflammation  of  the  preputium  :  in  the  fame 
manner  alfo,  if  the  blood  of  the  trunk  of  the 
artery  cannot  be  diflributed  into  the  prepu¬ 
tium  as  before 3  becaufe  it  is  already  infla¬ 
med,  it  will  entirely  fall  upon  the  glans,  and 
confequently  inflame  it.  From  this  it  comes 
that  the  inflammation  will  communicate  it* 
felf  fo  eafily  from  the  glans  to  the  preputium, 
and  back  again  from  the  preputium  to  the 
glans  5  that  it  is  very  rare  that  one  of  thefe 
parts  is  inflamed  and  not  the  other. 

It  is  by  a  like  way  of  reafoning,  equally  fo- 
lid  as  ingenious,  that  this  author  eftablifhes 
his  hypothefis :  we  cannot  do  better  than  re¬ 
fer  to  his  learned  writings  3  and  being  per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded  I  fhould,  in  ♦this  refpedt,  only  glean 
after  him,  I  readily  confine  myfelf  to  reme~ 
dies,  and  the  cure  of  thefe  difeafes. 

But  we  cannot  diffemble.  Thefe  reme¬ 
dies,  and  the  cure  of  thefe  difeafes,  are  very 
difficult  ;  when  thefe  laft  are  arrived  to  a  cer¬ 
tain  pitch  of  malignity,  and  complication, 
and  the  patients  are  cacheftick,  confequently, 
the  cure  depending  on  the  knowledge  of  the 
caufe  of  the  difeafe,  both  antecedent  and  con¬ 
joined,  on  the  adtual  ftate  of  the  patient,  and 
the  remedies  to  be  adminiflered,  and  the 
manner  how. 

Tho?  we  have  illuftrated  both  thefe  cafes 
in  the  preceding  chapter,  in  treating  of  ve¬ 
nereal  (hankers,  and  indicated  the  proper  re¬ 
medies  to  effedi  a  radical  cure  5  and  tho’  the 
phimofis  and  paraph imofis  of  which  we  treat 
here,  be  the  conjoint  caufe  5  yet  we  think  it 
neceffary  to  make  fome  new  refiedtions  upon 
this  fhbjedt. 

It  is  certain  that  fihankers  require  to  their 
cure  internal  anti-venereals ;  and  thus,  after 
the  ufe  of  thefe  remedies  and  purgatives,  the 
bufinefs  is  to  cauterize  the  {bankers  with 
proper  remedies,  and  afterwards  bring  them 
to  fuppuration,  deterge  and  delineate  them. 

But  the  difficulty  and  important  affair  is, 
to  know  what  thofe  proper,  ufeful,  and  fa- 
lutary  remedies  are  ;  for  we  muff  cauterize 
certain  forts  of  (hankers  with  certain  cau- 
flicks,  and  others  with  others :  it  is  certain, 
and  there  is  no  room  to  doubt  of  it,  that  all 

violent 
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violent  caufticks,  fuch  as  the  precipitate,  the 
Japis  infernalis,  are  apt  to  irritate,  and  caufe 
fatal  fymptoms  to  thofe  who  have  a  phimofis 
or  paraphimofis  at  the  fame  time,  which 
are  nothing  other  than  inflammations  of  the 
glans  and  preputium,  which  caufe,  as  was 
already  faid,  the  glans  to  be  covered  without 
being  able  to  be  uncovered,  or  bare  and  un¬ 
covered,  without  being  able  to  be  covered  s 
often  the  hardnefs  or  callofity  of  the  fhanker 
contributes  much  to  thefe  fymptoms ;  at  other 
times  this  happens  from  the  acrimony  of  the 
calcined  fait,  which  gives  rife  to  the  ulcers, 
or  to  the  plenty  of  the  matter  which  fuppu- 
rates.  And  laftly,  it  alfo  proceeds  very  often 
from  wens  or  nodes,  which  hinder  the  un¬ 
covering  of  the  glans. 

And  thus  inftead  of  caufticks,  in  the  cafe 
of  a  phimofis  and  paraphimofis,  and  confe- 
quently  an  inflammation,  we  muft  have  re- 
courfe  to  fomentations,  emollients,  and  ano¬ 
dynes  :  but  what  is  worfe,  and  harder  ftill,  is, 
that  not  having  made  a  good  choice  of  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal  remedies,  by  this  means 
the  inflammation,  or  ftrangling  of  the  phi¬ 
mofis  or  paraphimofis,  becomes  confiderable, 
and  unhappily  remedies  a<ft  not  readily,  and 
we  are  put  upon  the  hard  neceflity  of  making 
feme  finall  incifions  on  the  fkin  of  the  pre¬ 
putium,  in  order  afterwards  to  reduce  it  with 
the  more  eafe ;  operations  ever  painful,  and 
very  often  dangerous,  becaufe  the  irritation 
oi  the  fpirits  puts  the  fibres  into  convulfive 

motions. 
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motions,  fhrivels  them  up,  and  confines  the 
circulation,  augments  the  fluxion  and  inflam¬ 
mation,  and  thereby  brings  on  a  gangrene  5 
and  then  often,  in  fpite  of  all  our  precauti¬ 
ons,  and  the  ufe  of  remedies,  in  order  to 
avoid  the  progrefs  and  confequences  of  this 
fatal  difeafe,  life  itfelf  falls  a  facrifice  amidft 
the  mo  ft  dreadful  agonies. 

And  thus  we  ftiould  be  fen  Able,  from  what 
I  have  juft  faid,  of  what  importance  it  is  to 
obviate  all  thefe  uneafy  fymptoms,  which 
they  may  come  to  be,  if  ufe  is  not  made  of 
the  anti-venereals  I  have  indicated  for  the 
cure  of  the  univerfal  pox,  our  quinteffence  of 
viper,  our  water  for  a  gangrene,  and,  finally, 
our  folar  balfam,  to  be  externally  applied 
upon  the  ulcer :  but,  above  all,  choice  fhould 
be  made  of  a  good  phyfician  or  furgeon,  for 
the  direction  and  conduct  of  thefe  difeafes, 
and  the  adminiftration  of  the  proper  reme¬ 
dies,  and  not  imprudently  give  up  ourfelves 
to  the  management  of  quacks,  who  often, 
and  almoft  ever,  far  from  effecting  a  cure, 
heighten  the  difeafe,  either  through  igno¬ 
rance,  or  the  ufe  of  their  remedies. 

C  H  A  P.  VI. 

Of  venereal  bubo's. 

TF  it  is  eflential  and  neceflary,  in  order  to 
treat  difeafes  well,  and  arrive  at  their  cure, 
to  have  a  precife  notion  of  them,  and  not  to 
confound  them  with  other  difeafes,  and  to 
4  adminifter 
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adminifter  for  each  the  proper  remedies ;  it  is 
fo  much  the  more  necelfary  ftill,  in  the  cure 
of  the  difeafe  we  are  about  to  treat  on. 

Ignorance,  in  this  cafe,  commonly  caufes 
fatal  fymptoms,  and  this  ignorance  is  of  dif¬ 
ferent  fpecies ;  one  makes  ufe  of  remedies 
improper,  weak,  without  force  or  energy* 
and  brings  on  an  univerfal  pox  :  another,  on 
the  contrary,  employing  violent  remedies* 
would  imagine  a  cure  to  be  unworthy  of  him* 
if  noi  attended  with  a  courfe  of  operations 
and  incifions,  which,  being  almoft  ever  made 
unfeafonably,  carry  off  the  patient  amid  ft  the 
moft  cruel  agonies :  this  open  expofai  will  be 
but  too  applicable  in  the  recital  we  are  going 
to  make  of  the  ufual  treatment  of  this  difeafe. 

The  venereal  bubo  is  diftinguifhed  from 
other  tumours  from  its  precife  place  in  the 
groin,  without  fhifting  it  $  and  laftly,  from 
its  being  unattended  with  any  of  the  fymp- 
toms  of  hernia  s,  peftilential  bubo’s,  fcrophu- 
la  s,  oi  fiom  its  being  produced  in  the  adt  of 
depuration  of  the  mafs  of  blood. 

It  is  pretty  difficult  to  determine  the  ante¬ 
cedent  caufe  of  the  bubo,  or  at  leaft  aftign 
a  reafon  why,  in  an  impure  commerce,  that 
of  many  men,  who  have  had  communication 
with  the  fame  tainted  women,  one  is  taken 
with  a  heat  of  urine,  another  with  a  fhanker* 

a  third  with  a  bubo,  and  a  fourth  with  an 
univerfal  pox. 

This  doubtlefs  depends  on  the  different 
conftitution  of  each  of  thefe  men  *  but  this 
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is  fcmewhat  too  vague ;  we  may,  therefore* 
add,  that  when  the  pocky  ferment,  which  is 
lodged  in  the  vagina,  is  very  volatile,  and 
the  canal  of  the  penis  fufficiently  large,  this 
ferment  being  excited  by  the  congrefs  or  co¬ 
pulation,  has  fuch  force  as  to  penetrate  even 
to  the  proftate  glands,  there  to  produce  that 
difpofition  which  caufes  heat  of  urine :  yet 
fometimes  it  is  Hill  more  volatile,  and  pene¬ 
trates  into  the  mafs  of  blood,  where  it  caufes 
an  univerfal  pox ;  or  if  the  heat  be  fufficiently 
ftrong  to  expel  the  venom  critically,  the  mat¬ 
ter  being  carried  into  the  groin,  there  comes 
on  a  bubo ;  but  if  the  pocky  ferment  be  lefs 
fubtile,  it  flops  in  the  external  parts  of  the 
penis,  and  caufes  fhankers.  But  whatever 
be  the  cafe  as  to  all  thefe  caufes,  which  may 
be  contradicted,  and  which  we  fhall  be  obli¬ 
ged  to  mention  more  particularly,  let  us  en¬ 
ter  into  a  circumftantial  detail,  that  may  be 
ufeful  for  the  cure  of  the  difeafe. 

A  bubo  is  an  inflammatory,  hard,  oval, 
and  more  or  lefs  painful  fwelling,  which  u- 
fually  comes  but  flowly  to  a  fuppuration ; 
its  feat  lies  in  the  conglobate  glands  of  the 
groin,  fometimes  in  the  glands  of  the  arm¬ 
pits,  and  fometimes,  which  is  an  extraordi¬ 
nary  cafe,  according  to  Zacutus  Lufitanus, 
and  M.  Aftruc,  in  the  neck,  on  the  fides  of 
the  lower  jaw,  and  other  parts  of  the  body, 
or  at  leafl  fwei lings  like  the  bubo’s  in  the 
groin,  feeing  they  come  on  in  the  fame  man¬ 
ner,  have  the  lame  fymptoms,  and  are  cured 
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by  the  fame  remedies,  and  arife  from  the 
fame  caufe,  namely,  a  pocky  virus  of  an  old 
ftanding,  or  lately  contracted. 

This  fwelling  often  comes  but  in  one  groin, 
or  one  arm-pit,  or  fometimes  in  both,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  copioufhefs  of  the  virus,  which 
at  the  fame  time  attacks  both  Tides,  or  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  difpofition  of  the  glands  to  re¬ 
ceive  and  to  flop  it ;  or  according  as  thefe 
glands  are  more  or  lefs  comprefled  by  the 
pofition  of  the  patient,  or  by  fome  other 
external  caufe. 

The  bubo  is  at  firft  fmall,  clofe,  hard,  and 
fomewhat  painful,  efpecially  when  one  walks, 
if  it  be  fituated  in  the  groin  ;  it  grows  fafter 
or  flower,  without  the  colour  of  the  fldn 
changing ;  it  fometimes  begins  in  feveral 
glands,  which,  fwelling,  unite  together,  and 
form  only  one  tumour  :  at  length  it  becomes 
as  big  as  a  pigeon’s  or  a  hen’s  egg,  and  even 
bigger.  The  pain  encreafes  by  little  and  lit¬ 
tle,  and  becomes  fo  great,  that  the  patient 
cannot  walk  j  and  therein  he  feels  a  burning 
heat,  and  a  flxong  pulfe,  which  continue  till 
a  fuppuration  happen,  unlefs  the  bubo  ter¬ 
minate  in  a  refolution,  which  is  very  rarely 
the  cafe  when  it  has  come  to  that  height. 

Tho’  a  bubo  in  general  be  a  phlegmoniek 
fwelling,  there  are  fome  which  are  hard,  but 
1  fomewhat  painful,  and  but  little  difpofed  to 
ifuppurate,  and  which  are  of  the  nature  of  a 
fcirrhus:  there  are  others  which  are  out¬ 
wardly  foft,  have  but  little  heat,  pain,  and 
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pulfe,  yield  to  the  touch,  and  retain  the  dint 
of  the  finger,  and  feem  to  partake  of  the 
nature  of  an  cedema. 

Bubo's  are  either  effential  or  fymptomatick  ; 
the  effential  are  fuch  as  immediately  proceed 
from  a  foul  venereal  commerce,  whofe  venom 
communicates  itfeif  to  the  glands,  by  means 
of  the  natural  parts,  before  it  is  carried  into 
the  mafs  of  blood.  The  fymptomatick  are 
fuch  as  come  on  after  the  pox,  whofe  virus 
being  got  into  the  blood,  communicates  itfeif 
to  the  glands  of  the  groin,  arm-pits,  or  other 
parts,  by  the  way  of  the  circulation. 

The  canfes  of  a  *ve?2ereal  bubo. 

There  are  feveral  caufes  which  give  birth 
to  bubo's  ;  we  will  only  affign  fuch  as  are 
the  in  oft  effential.  The  general  caufe  is  the 
thicknefs  of  the  lymph,  occafioned  by  a 
pocky  virus,  which  being  of  a  faline  and 
acid  nature,  is  very  much  adapted  to  coagu¬ 
late  the  humours :  this  virus  communicates 
itfeif,  as  we  have  already  faid,  to  the  glands 
of  the  groin  or  arm-pits,  through  the  lym- 
phatick  veffels  which  open  into  them  in  the 
time  of  coition.  It  may  infinuate  itfeif  into 
the  urethra,  or  fpread  itfeif  upon  the  glans 
and  penis  in  men,  or  the  vulva  or  vagina  in 
women  •  penetrate  in  both  fsxes  into  the  fob- 
ftance  of  the  natural  parts,  whofe  pores,  and 
mouths  of  their  excretory  duds,  are  at  that 
time  very  open,  and  fo  enter  the  lymph  a- 
tick  veffels. 
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As  the  pocky  virus,  which  is  the  antece¬ 
dent  caufe  of  the  bubo,  is  by  its  nature  very 
acid  and  acrid,  and  as  it  exhales  fome  of  the 
pus  which  iffiies  out  of  the  virulent  ulcers, 
with  which  the  genitals  of  women  are  in¬ 
feed,  and  which  being  received  into  the 
urethra  of  a  man  who  meddles  with  them* 
penetrates  into  the  coats  of  the  blood-veffels 
in  this  canal,  and  fo  mixes  with  the  mafs  of 
blood. 

Becaufe,  as  I  have  already  faid,  in  coition 
the  pores  of  the  urinary  canal,  as  well  as  all 
thofe  of  the  genital  parts,  being  very  open, 
the  malignant  vapour  which  arifes  from  the 
ulceis,  penetrates  into  them  eafily-  and 
that  the  particles  of  thefe  bad  exhalations 
being  introduced  into  the  blood-vefiels,  they, 
by  means  of  the  circulation,  reach  to  the  ca¬ 
pillaries,  which  entangle  them  in  the  coats  of 
the  glands  in  the  groin,  where  they  flop,  co¬ 
agulate,  and  form  an  apofthem,  which  is  cal¬ 
led  a  venereal  bubo. 

Tl  ills  apofthem  is  formed  between  the  coats 
that  envelope  the  glands  i  tnere  like  wife  hap¬ 
pen  bubo’s  by  the  fudden  flopping  of  a  viru¬ 
lent  gonorrhoea,  when  this  flopping  has  not 
been  brought  about  by  the  ufe  of  any  re¬ 
medy  capable  of  repelling,  and,  by  that  means, 
deftroying  the  venom :  fo  that,  from  the  time 
that  the  gonorrhoea  is  flopped,  or  runs  but 
very  little,  the  proftatas,  the  feminai  veficles, 
Cowper  s  glands,  and  the  teftes  in  men;  the 
proftata',  Cowper’s  glands,  and  the  vaginal 
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glands  in  women,  are  full  of  a  virulent  fe- 
rnen,  always  impregnated  with  an  acid  falt$ 
fo  that  the  particles  which  exhale  from 
thence,  muft  mix  with  the  lymph  which 
flows  back  from  thefe  refervoirs,  or  from  the 
neighbouring  parts,  as  the  fcrotum  or  peri¬ 
neum  in  men,  the  perinaeum  and  vulva  in 
women ;  muft  be  thrown  with  this  lymph 
into  the  glands  in  the  groin,  and  therein  foon 
caufe  bubo’s,  unlefs  a  quick  difcharge  be 
made  of  this  confined  femen. 

It  may  likewife  happen,  that  by  means  of 
the  {hankers  in  the  penis  or  vulva,  the  lymph 
which  flows  back  from  thefe  ulcerated  parts, 
being  filled  with  feveral  drops  of  a  virulent 
pus,°may  tranfmit  itfelf  to  the  glands  in  the 
groin  5  thefe  purulent  drops  may  thicken  the 
lymph,  flop  up  the  glands  that  contain  it, 
and  occafion  bubo’s. 

It  likewife  falls  out,  that  in  a  latent  pox, 
the  femen  of  the  teftes,  proftatae,  feminal  ve- 
ficies,  Cowper’s  glands,  and  vaginal  glands 
in  women,  which  is  infedted  with  the  pocky 
virus,  communicates  the  infection  to  the 
lymph  of  thefe  refervoirs,  and  to  the  neigh¬ 
bouring  parts  ^  from  whence  it 'muft  be  car¬ 
ried  into  the  conglobate  glands  of  the  groin, 
and  therein  exert  its  efficacy,  and  produce 
bubo’s. 

But  from  whatever  caufe  bubo’s  proceed, 
whether  from  a  foul  venereal  commerce,  or  a 
gonorrhoea  flopp’d,  or  which  runs  but  very 

little  5  or  from  {hankers,  or  a  latent  pox,  if 
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the  lymph  be  found  equally  infected  in  both 
groins ;  and  that  moreover  every  thing  be 
equal  on  both  hands,  there  will  then  be  bu¬ 
bo’s  on  each  fide  ;  whereas  there  will  be  but 
a  bubo  on  one  fide,  if  there  happen  any  ine¬ 
quality. 

We  have  explained,  as  much  as  we  could, 
the  origin,  and  antecedent,  and  concurrent 
caufe  of  bubo’s ;  but  we  have  ftill  other 
things  to  clear  up,  which  are  of  no  lefs  im¬ 
portance,  which  regard  the  knowledge  of  the 
nature  of  the  bubo,  and  the  cure  of  this  ma¬ 
lady,  things  very  efifential ;  the  want  of  know¬ 
ing  which  has,  in  all  ages,  and  in  all  coun¬ 
tries,  given  occafion  to  feveral  famous  au¬ 
thors  to  cry  out  againft  the  ignorance  of  fur- 
geons  who  have  undertaken  the  cure  of  this 
difeafe  without  knowing  it,  and  thereby  con¬ 
founded,  by  a  blameable  unfkilfulnefs,  the 
hernia  with  the  bubo,  made  inciiions,  and 
by  that  means  killed,  not  without  extreme 
pains,  fuch  patients  as  were  fo  weak  as  to 
put  themfelves  under  their  care. 

Mufitanus,  a  very  able  phyfician  of  Naples, 
complains  bitterly  of  the  ignorance  of  the 
furgeons  in  his  time,  and  of  the  roguery  and 
bad  management  that  prevailed  among  feme 
people,  unworthy  to  practice  fo  noble  a  pro- 
feflion,  by  the  abufe  which  they  made  of 
their  rank,  and  of  the  credulity  of  the  pub- 
lick,  and  likewife  of  their  hacking  operations. 

Devaux,  his  commentator,  alfo  a  very  able 
furgeon  of  Paris,  makes  the  like  complaints  5 
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lie  characterizes  thefe  fiirgeons  as  ignorant 
and  bloody  men a :  he  goes  farther,  and  gives 
tragical  examples  both  of  this  ignorance,  and 
of  the  roguery  of  fome  of  his  fraternity. 

But,  thank  God,  we  are  fallen  in  times  of 
greater  light,  the  clouds  are  diffipated,  there 
have  arifen  admirable  men  among  us,  who 
by  their  zeal  and  knowledge  have  cleared  up 
this  matter,  fo  as  not  to  be  liable  to  any 
more  miftakes.  Such  is  M.  Aftruc,  in  his 
treatife  of  venereal  difeafes,  where  this  part 
is  handled  with  force  and  elegance,  and  in  fo 
methodical  a  way,  that  he  leaves  nothing 
farther  to  be  defired  on  this  head  ;  wherefore 
1  will,  with  pleafure,  give  an  account  of  this 
method. 

Symptoms  of  the  bubo . 

1.  The  lymph  thickened  by  the  pocky 
virus,  muft  needs  flop  in  the  glands  of  the 
groin,  on  account  of  the  great  number  of 
little  cells  which  there  retard  its  courfe,  and 
muft  therein  caufe  a  flight  fwelling. 

2.  In  proportion  as  thefe  glands  come  to 
be  fwelled  by  the  detention  of  the  lymph, 
they  muft  become  painful  on  account  of  that 
detention.  The  degree  of  pain  which  one 
feels  therein,  muft  anfwer  to  the  degree  of 
readinefs  in  the  fwelling;. 

3.  One  cannot  walk  but  with  pain,  and 
confequently  not  without  difficulty ;  becaufe 
the  mufculi  flexores  of  the  thigh,  which 

ought 
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ought  to  contrail:,  in  order  to  walk,  cannot 
do  fo  without  compreffing  the  glands  of  the 
groin  which  are  fwelled  up,  and  caufmg  pain 
therein. 

4.  The  lymph  which  flows  and  gathers 
together  in  thefe  glands,  muft  choak  and 
fwell  them  up  alfo  more  and  more,  till  it  can 
dilate  them  no  farther  ;  fo  that  the  bubo  moil: 
encreafe  and  harden  more  and  more  every 
day,  and  that  according  to  its  different  big** 
nefs,  to  the  utffioft  extent  of  the  glands  which 
it  occupies,  or  the  degree  of  force  with  which 
the  lymph  flows  thither  ;  and  muft  rife  to  a 
lharp  head  outwardly,  or  extend  itfelf  ob¬ 
liquely,  according  to  the  fituation  of  thefe 
glands. 

5.  As  the  blood-veffels,  which  traverfe  the 
fubftance  of  the  fwelled  gland,  are  compref- 
fed  all  at  once,  the  blood  muft  be  obliged  to 
remain  therein,  till  it  has  by  degrees  opened 
itfelf  a  new  paflage  ;  and  from  thence  arifes, 
at  leaft,  in  the  beginning,  the  heat  which  is 
felt  in  the  bubo. 

6.  If  it  happen  that  the  rapid  progrefs 
of  the  f welling  can  fed  by  way  of  fluxion, 
fhould  fuddenly  ftop  the  courfe  of  the  blood; 
if  the  arteries  beat  ftrongly,  either  on  account 
of  the  natural  conftitution  of  the  body,  or  on 
account  of  the  fever  which  fhall  come  on  ;  if 
the  blood,  naturally  hot  and  boiling,  comes 
to  be  rarified  confiderably  ;  in  thefe  cafes 
there  will  happen  an  irruption  of  the  blood 
into  the  lateral  lymphaticks,  which  will  caufe 
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a  real  inflammation,  and  then  the  bubo  will 
be  attended  with  heat,  pain,  pulfation,  and 
hardnefs. 

y.  Yet  as  the  blood- vefTelg,  in  the  fkin 
which  covers  the  bubo,  are  compreffed  but 
little  or  none  at  all,  the  circulation  will 
continue  to  be  performed  almoft  as  freely  as 
ixfual :  thus  the  fkin  will  not  be  enflamed, 
and  even  will  not  change  colour,  or  but  very 
little. 

8.  If  the  dwelling  grows  (lowly,  if  the 
pulfe  of  the  arteries  be  weak  and  flow,  if  the 
blood  be  naturally  aqueous  and  diluted,  it  will 
flow  but  weakly  and  flowly  into  the  veffels 
of  the  gland  that  is  furcharged ;  and  it  will 
be  furcharged  the  lefs  in  this  cafe,  as  it  will 
not  continue  at  all  in  the  neighbouring  vef¬ 
fels,  or  but  in  little  quantity  ;  fo  that  it  will 
only  caufe  a  heat,  pain,  and  a  moderate  pulfe; 
even  often,  in  dilating  its  veflels  by  little  and 
little,  or  opening  new  ways,  it  will  take  a 
new  courfe  of  circulation,  only  leaving  in  the 
fubftance  of  the  bubo,  or  at  lead:  in  the 
neighbouring  parts,  fomething  of  the  ferous 
matter  or  lymph  with  which  it  is  furcharged* 
Thus  the  bubo  will  then  be  cedematous ;  that 
is  to  fay,  the  heat,  pain,  pulfe,  and  hardnefs, 
will  be  moderate  therein  5  it  will  eafily  yield 
to  the  impreffion  of  the  finger,  and  retain 
the  dint  fome  time. 

9.  If  the  thick  and  very  dry  blood  yield  a 
lymph  of  the  fame  quality,  and  if  this  lymph 
gather  but  flowly,  and  by  way  of  congeflion  in 
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the  glands  of  the  groin,  the  bubo  will  then  be¬ 
come  fcirrhous,  that  is  to  fay,  it  will  be  hard 
and  renitent,  becaufe  the  lymph  which  caufes 
it  will  naturally  be  thick,  and  it  will  have  time 
to  harden  in  the  part,  and  be  without  heat, 
pain,  and  pulfe,  becaufe  the  blood  will  not  con¬ 
tinue  around  it,  on  account  of  the  congeftion 
being  performed  but  flowly  >  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  veffels,  which  are  compreffed,  will  have 
time  to  dilate  by  degrees,  and  fo  recover 
what  the  compreffion  has  taken  from  them. 

10.  The  phlegmonick  or  inflammatory 
bubo  refolves  eafily  and  entirely  ;  for  on  one 
hand  the  blood,  which  contributes  to  caufe 
it  by  its  flay,  eafily  enters  again  of  itfelf  into 
the  courfe  of  the  circulation ;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  lymph,  which  flays  in  the 
glands,  always  retains  fluidity  enough  to  re¬ 
fume  its  courie,  either  on  account  of  the 
heat  of  the  part,  or  of  the  ofciliation  of  the 
arteries,  which  in  this  kind  of  fwelling  are 
fomewhat  confiderable. 

1 1 .  At  leaft  if  this  bubo  cannot  refolve, 
has  it  not  fome  difficulty  to  fuppurate  ?  For 
on  one  hand,  the  blood  is,  by  its  natuial 
conftitution,  eafily  fufceptible  of  a  fermenta¬ 
tive  fuppuration  ;  and  on  the  other,  the  lymph 
therein  is  eafily  difpofed  by  the  ftrong  heat 
which  agitates  it,  and  the  violent  pulfation  of 
the  arteries  which  breaks  it. 

12.  The  cedematous  bubo  eafily  refolves, 
becaufe  the  ferous  matter,  which  fupera- 
bounds  in  the  veffels  that  furround  the  fuel¬ 
ling. 
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ling,  refumes  with  facility  enough  the  ufual 
road  of  the  circulation ;  but  this  refolution 
is  imperfect,  becaufe  the  thicker  lymph  with 
which  the  gland  is  choaked  up,  can  neither 
be  kept  diffoived,  for  want  of  heat,  nor  com¬ 
minuted  and  pufhed  forward  into  its  veffels, 
for  want  of  a  fufficient  ofcillation  in  the  arte¬ 
ry  :  fo  that  there  often  remains  in  this  bubo  a 
kind  of  hard  kernel,  difficult  to  be  refolded. 

13.  For  the  fame  reafons  this  bubo  fuppu- 
rates  with  difficulty ;  for  the  lymph  being 
thick  and  void  of  faline  and  adtive  particles, 
is  by  its  nature  but  little  adapted  for  fuppu- 
ration  ;  befides  that,  there  is  not  a  fufficient 
degree  of  heat,  nor  a  fufficiently  flrong  ofcilla¬ 
tion  of  the  arteries  to  caufe  it. 

Finally,  the  fcirrhous  bubo  cannot  refolve 
nor  fuppurate,  but  with  difficulty  j  and  com¬ 
monly  it  does  but  harden  more  and  more 
every  day,  which  is  owing  as  much  to  the 
groffnefs,  thicknefs,  and  vifcous  quality  of  the 
lymph  that  is  flopped  in  the  little  cells  of  the 

glands,  as  to  want  of  heat,  and  pulfation  in 
the  arteries. 

'The  diagnofcick  and  prcgnojiick. 

Idiagnoflick.  Venereal  bubo’s  refemble  the 
fmplc,  ptftilential,  icorbotick,  and  icrophu- 
lous  ones,  in  their  iituation  and  figure  5  but  it 
is  an  eafy  matter  to  diftinguifh  them  from  theie 
forts  of  bubo’s  by  particular  figns.  For,  j.  In 
iimple  and  peftilential  bubo’s  the  Ikin  is  red  and 
enflamed,  which  docs  not  happen  in  venereal 

bubo’s. 
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bubo’s.  2.  Scorbutick,  or  fcrophuious  bu¬ 
bo’s,  are  attended  with  evident  figns  of  the 
king’s- evil  or  feurvy.  3.  Venereal  bubo’s 
are  ftill  more  certainly  diftinguifhed  from  all 
the  others,  by  the  account  of  the  patients 
who  agree  in  a  foul,  venereal,  or  fufpedted 
intercoLirfe,  or  who  aver  that  they  have  a  go¬ 
norrhoea  or  (hankers,  or  who  fhew  an  evi¬ 
dent  proof  of  a  pocky  virus  that  lies  con¬ 
cealed  in  the  blood. 

Though  venereal  bubo’s  have  lefs  refem- 
blance  to  the  bubonocele,  or  hernia  in  the 
groin,  however  they  are  fometimes  confound¬ 
ed  together ;  not  indeed  with  the  hernia 
formed  by  the  epiploon,  and  for  that  reafon 
called  epiplocele,  the  fwelling  in  which  is 
fomewhat  foft :  but  with  that  which  is  can- 
fed  by  the  inteftine,  and  which  is  denomi¬ 
nated  enterocele,  which  being  more  hard, 
comes  nearer  to  the  nature  of  the  bubo  ;  but 
yet  it  is  not  with  that*  enterocele,  where  the 
inteftine  flips  through  the  rings  of  the  nuif- 
culi  epigaftrici,  becaufe  the  place  where  the 
inteftine  falls,  and  where  the  fwelling  is 
formed,  is  too  remote,  from  the  glands  of 
the  groin,  and  confequently  from  the  feat  of 
the  bubo :  but  with  that  other  enterocele, 
where  the  inteftine  falls  into  the  groin  in 
following  the  courfe  of  the  crural  vefiels, 
which  pafs  under  the  arch  of  the  mufcles  of 
the  lower  belly  5  becaufe  this  enterocele  oc¬ 
cupies,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  fame  places 
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with  the  glands  of  the  groin,  and  the  bubo'8 

which  they  form. 

But  of  whatever  kind  the  hernia  be,  it  is 
an  eafy  matter  to  diftinguilh  it  from  the 
bubo,  by  the  following  figns : 

1.  The  furface  of  the  enterocele  is  frnooth, 
the  figure  alrnoft  round,  and  though  its  vo¬ 
lume  be  confiderable,  its  bafe,  which  is  very 
narrow,  anfwers  to  the  opening  thro’  which 
the  inteftine  paflls,  and  ferves  the  fwelling 
for  a  pedicle  ;  whereas  the  furface  of  the  bubo 
is  uneven,  its  figure  mod  frequently  oblong, 
and  its  bafe  broader. 

2.  The  fwelling  in  the  enterocele  eafily 
yields  to  preffion,  but  rifes  again  when  the 
finger  is  taken  away  5  but  it  is  quite  the  reverfe 
in  the  bubo  5  for  that  which  is  inflammatory, 
or  fcirrhous,  refills  preffion,  and  that  which 
is  oedematous  or  fuppurated,  retains  the  dint 
of  the  finger  it  has  once  received. 

3.  In  touching  the  enterocele,  which  is 
eafily  compreffed,  and  rifes  again  readily,  it 
is  well  known  that  the  whole  fwelling  con¬ 
tains  flatus's,  which  are  either  alone,  or  mix’d 
with  fome  liquid  matter.  In  bubo’s,  on  the 
contrary,  there  are  no  flatus’s ;  and  if  an  ob- 
fcure  fluctuation  difcover  therein  fome  liquid 
matter,  it  is  in  fmall  quantity,  fituated  low, 
and  only  occupies  the  middle  of  the  fwelling, 
as  happens  in  the  bubo  that  fuppurates. 

4.  The  enterocele  caufes  troublefome  fymp- 
toms,  to  wit,  a  fever,  colick  pains,  fuppref- 
fion  of  ftools,  vomiting  of  the  feces,  and  the 

a  iliack 
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iliack  paffion  $  whereas  the  bubo  never  caufes 
any  thing  like  this. 

Moreover,  it  rarely  happens  that  a  foul,  ve¬ 
nereal,  or  fufpe&ed  commerce,  capable  of 
caufing  a  bubo,  fhould  fo  exaftly  coincide 
with  a  fall,  and  a  blow  in  the  belly,  which 
can  occafion  an  enterocele,  that  after  a  careful 
examination,  one  can  be  in  any  doubt  as  to 
the  nature  and  caufe  oi  a  fwelling  which  is 
in  the  groin. 

When  once  a  perfon  is  well  aflured  that 
there  is  a  bubo,  it  is  an  eafy  matter  to  dif- 
tinguifh  the  differences,  by  the  figns  which 
have  been  mentioned  in  the  defcription  of 
this  fwelling :  for  if  the  pain,  heat,  pulfe,  and 
hardnefs,  be  very  great  therein,  it  is  evidently 
an  inflammatory  bubo  ;  if  all  thefe  fymptoms 
be  but  moderate,  and  even  if  the  fwelling  be 
foft,  and  if  in  preffing  it  the  dint  of  the  An¬ 
ger  remain  therein,  it  is  an  cedematous  bubo. 
Laftly,  if  there  be  but  little  heat,  pain,  and 
pulfe,  but  a  great  deal  of  hardnefs,  it  is  a 
fcirrhous  bubo. 

The  caufes  of  buboas  are  difcovered  by  the 
account  of  patients,  or  by  knowing  what  has 
preceded  the  diforder ;  whence  it  is  judg- 
ed,  if  the  venom  has  communicated  itfelf  to 
the  glands  in  the  groin,  by  a  foul  venereal 
commerce,  or  by  a  gonorrhoea  that  is  flop¬ 
ped,  or  that  does  not  run  enough,  or  by 
lhankers  in  the  penis,  or  a  concealed  pox. 


2jz  A  Treatise  on 

Prognoftick.  A  bubo  is  without  any  dan¬ 
ger,  provided  it  be  treated  as  it  ought ;  ne- 
verthelefs  it  is  a  confiderable  malady,  becaufe 
it  always  requires  a  great  deal  of  care,  and  a 
good  many  remedies. 

We  may  however  look  on  a  bubo  as  dan¬ 
gerous,  in  that  it  often  caufes  the  pox,  if  we 
negled  to  evacuate  by  fuppuration,  when  it 
cannot  be  avoided,  and  by  repeated  purges, 
the  virus  which  has  penetrated  into  the  body  \ 
and  to  corred,  by  fpecifick  remedies,  what¬ 
ever  may  remain  of  it  in  the  blood. 

The  bubo  which  proceeds  from  a  foul 
venereal  commerce,  from  a  gonorrhoea  that 
has  been  flopped,  or  from  that  which  does 
not  run  Sufficiently,  or  even  from  (hankers  in 
the  penis,  is  not  fo  dangerous  as  that  which 
proceeds  from  a  latent  pox  :  the  firft  depends 
on  a  frefh  contracted  venom,  which  not  ha¬ 
ving  yet  infeded  the  blood,  may  be  evacua¬ 
ted  or  correded  :  the  fecond  depends  on  a 
venom  of  an  old  (landing,  which  has  en¬ 
tirely  corrupted  the  mafs  of  blood. 

The  inflammatory  bubo  is  caller  to  cure 
than  the  cedematous,  and  efpecially  the  fcir» 
rhous  fort.  The  firft  may  terminate  in  a 
little  time  by  re-foletion  or  fuppuration; 
the  other  two  commonly  end  in  a  true  fcir- 
thus,  which  does  not  yield  to  ordinary  re¬ 
medies  ;  and  they  may  become  cancerous.  , 
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T^he  cure . 

We  ought  to  diftinguifh  three  different 
cafes  for  the  treatment  of  a  bubo,  namely, 
the  firft,  when  the  bubo  comes  on  without 
any  evident  caufe  ;  the  fecond,  when  it  is 
joined  with  a  virulent  gonorrhoea,  or  with 
fhankers  in  the  penis ;  the  third,  when  it 
happens  alone,  and  foon  after  a  foul  venereal 
commerce. 

In  the  firft  cafe,  as  the  bubo  indicates  a 
latent  pox,  recourfe  muft,  without  delay, 
be  had,  in  order  to  cure  radically  the  one 
and  the  other  difeafe,  to  admirfiftering  my 
remedies  which  I  have  given  for  treating  the 
univerfiil  pox.  In  the  fecond  cafe,  the  fame 
remedies  ftiould  likewife  be  employed  ac^ 
cording  to  thd  fame  method,  adding  thereto 
fuch  as  are  proper  for  the  gonorrhoea  and 
{hankers,  which  we  have  likewife  given,  in 
order  to  cure  all;  at  the  fame  time,  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  difeafes.  Laftly,  in  the  third  cafe,  the 
only  care  lhould  be  to  endeavour  to  deftroy, 
or  evacuate,  fo  perfectly  the  virus,  that  there 
may  remain  nothing  of  it  in  the  blood,  that 
may  either  renew  the  difeafe,  or  caufe  an 
univerfal  pox. 

x  Thofe  that  pafs  for  the  mofi  experienced, 
are  divided  among  themfelves,  and  follow 
two  different  methods.  The  firft  method  lies 
in  refolving  the  bubo  by  the  ufe  of  mercurials 
and  purgatives,  without  applying  ripening 
medicines,  and  making  them  fuppurate  :  the 

T  other 
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other  tends  to  procure  a  fuppuration  of  the 
bubo,  by  joining  the  external  application  of 
ripeners  to  the  internal  ufe  of  mercurials,  in 
order  to  combat  the  virus  with  more  fuccefs. 

It  is  furprifing  that  people  can  be  divided 
upon  fuch  a  fubjedr,  and  that  there  can  be  two 
different  opinions  about  it :  fmce  it  is  agreed* 
that  this  malady  may  be  cured  by  internal  re¬ 
medies  \  and  fince  it  muft  likewife  be  agreed* 
that  the  operations  are  always  painful,  equi¬ 
vocal,  and  very  often  fatal  Thus  this  me¬ 
thod  fhould  never  be  ufed,  unlefs  the  phyfi- 
tian  be  prevented  by  a  fuppuration  of  the 
bubo,  and  then  indeed  one  cannot  difpenfe 
with  following  this  indication  ftep  by  ftep. 
In  this  cafe  are  ripeners  to  be  ufed,  emolli¬ 
ents,  anodynes,  and  fuppuratives,  which  we 
have  indicated  in  the  treatment  of  fhankers,  as 
the  bell  and  moft  excellent  remedies  that  can 
be  made  ufe  of,  following  as  an  exprefs,  ef- 
fential,  and  indifpenfable  condition,  the  in¬ 
ternal  remedies  according  to  my  method  ;  to 
wrhich  I  add  the  topical  one  that  follows,  as 
a  fovereign  remedy  for  all  fcirrhous  tumours, 
particularly  the  bubo  of  this  kind. 

Take  offal  armoniac,  fublimated  three  or 
four  times  with  common  fait  decrepitated  and 
perfectly  purified,  as  we  have  fhewn  already, 
an  ounce  ^  flowers  of  fait  of  human  urine, 
half  an  ounce  ;  aqua  vitse  rectified  and  pafs’d 
thro'  fait  of  tartar,  an  ounce  :  mix  the  whole 
in  a  giafs  bottle,  which  you  muft  {hake  and 
ftir  very  well,  and  for  feme  time,  till  it  be 

thick, 
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thick*  and  brought  to  the  form  and  conflu¬ 
ence  of  wool-flocks.  You  rnuft  anoint  there¬ 
with  the  part  affedted  four  times  a- day,  and 
put  over  it  a  plaifter  of  gum  ammoniac  dll— 
folved  in  fpirits  of  wine. 

If  the  bubo  be  phlegmonick,  blood  muft 
be  let  twice  during  the  cure  ;  if  cedematous, 
or  fcirrhous,  one  bleeding  will  be  fufficient; 
yet  neverthelefs  the  whole,  according  to  the 
cafe  and  citcum fiances,  which  ought  to  re¬ 
gulate  every  thing,  as  I  have  laid  already 
very  often,  without  intending  to  adopt  there¬ 
by  the  prejudices  of  the  ancients  on  this  head, 
who  were  afraid  of  ufing  bleeding  in  the  treat¬ 
ment  of  a  bubo,  becaufe  they  imagined  that 
it  would  draw  the  venom  inwardly,  and 
caufe  an  univerfal  pox. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  chapter  with  this  re¬ 
flection  :  mercurial  fridtions,  in  the  treatment 
of  a  bubo,  however  well  managed  they  be, 
are  always  ufelefs,  and  may  be  fatal  in  pro¬ 
curing  a  falivation,  how  prudent  foever  the 
precautions  be  that  are  taken  5  the  moil  pre¬ 
judiced  in  favour  of  this  method  agree  in, 
that  opinion. 

It  is  undoubtedly  this  that  makes  a  great 
many  pradlitioners,  in  order  to  avoid  thefe 
fridlions,  and  the  danger  of  falivations,  to 
make  ufe  of  the  method  of  iiippuration, 
which  draws  after  it  that  of  cutting  the  bubo, 
another  defperate,  painful,  and  very  dange¬ 
rous  method  ;  whereas  in  ufing  my  method, 
one  is  allured  not  only  of  rooting  out  the 

T  2  venom. 
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venom,  by  deftroying  the  antecedent  and 
concurring  caufe,  but  of  perfedtly  purifying 
the  mafs  of  blood,  without  fear  of  any  acci¬ 
dents,  and  avoiding,  even  by  this  means,  all 
other  difeafes.  The  remedies  in  this  me¬ 
thod,  are  quick,  efficacious,  and  agreeable. 

CHAP.  VII. 

Of  the  king's- evil. 

IF  we  ought  to  deteft  and  abhor  the  crime, 
we  ought  at  the  fame  time  to  love  and 
pity  the  criminal,  and  in  his  misfortune  lend 
him  our  affiftance.  If  this  be  a  general  rule 
with  which  we  cannot  refufe  complying, 
■without  becoming  ourfelves  culpable,  what 
do  we  not  owe  to  unhappy  innocent  perfons, 
who  have  become  victims  to  the  crimes  of 
others,  againft  whom  it  is  even  forbidden 
them,  by  the  law  and  by  nature,  to  utter 
any  complaints,  or  any  reproaches  ? 

Such  however  is  the  fad  cafe  of  the  greateft 
part  of  young  people  afflicted  with  the  king’s- 
evil ;  a  cafe  with  which  I  have  been  touch'd 
to  the  quick,  at  the  fight  of  thefe  poor  un¬ 
happy  perfons,  juftly  objects  of  anguifh  and 
pain  in  themfelves,  and  unjuft ly  objects  of 
contempt  and  reproach  in  others ;  covered 
with  fores  and  fears,  which  they  cannot  con¬ 
ceal,  and  which  cut  them  off  in  the  flower 
of  their  age,  in  the  midft  of  loathfomnefs, 
and  the  moft  dreadful  agonies. 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  277 

This  cruel  difeafe  has  obliged  me  to  make 
ferious  reflections,  on  one  hand,  upon  the  me¬ 
lancholy  fltuation  of  thefe  poor  unhappy  per¬ 
ilous,  which  inceffimtly  returned  to  my  mind  ; 
on  the  other  hand,  upon  the  certain  know¬ 
ledge  I  have  of  phyfick,  the  great  number  of 
able  phyficians  who  have  treated  of  this  dif¬ 
eafe,  and  the  great  number  of  fpecifick  re¬ 
medies  for  all  forts  of  maladies,  and  yet  the 
fmall  number  of  radical  cures  performed,  I 
own  that  thefe  different  reflections  have  often 
ruffled  and  difturbed  my  repofe  ;  my  zeal  has 
been  heightened  to  fuch  a  pitch,  that  I  have 
laboured  indefatigably,  for  a  very  long  time, 
and  with  a  great  deal  of  application,  in  order 
to  find  out  a  remedy  which  had  fufficient 
force,  energy,  and  efficacy  to  deftroy  and  root 
out  the  original  and  antecedent  caufe  of  this 
difeafe,  being  perfuaded,  that  the  external 
confequent  caufes  may  be  eafily  cured  by  the 
common  remedies. 

My  labour  has  not  proved  in  vain  ;  I  have 
found  out  this  remedy,  and  I  give  it  the  pub- 
lick,  together  with  a  fure  method  for  treat¬ 
ing  and  curing  this  cruel  diforder,  which  I 
fubmit  to  the  judgment  of  the  greateft  cri- 
ticks,  being  even  ready,  notwithftanding  the 
experience  and  happy  fuccefs  which  I  have 
had,  to  receive  their  advice  with  pleafure. 

As  I  could  not  arrive  at  the  difcovery  of 
thofe  happy  fpecificks,  but  by  an  examen 
and  knowledge  of  the  qualities  and  virtues 
which  the  remedy  ought  to  have,  when  com- 
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pared  with  the  different  charaders  of  the  dif- 
eafe,  which  I  undertook  to  encounter  and 
deflroy  ;  and  as  it  is  from  this  combination 
that  1  have  drawn  fair  corifequences,  I  take 
myfelf  to  be  obliged  to  communicate,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  the  publick,  my  obfervations, 
that  they  may  be  benefited  thereby,  and  that 
they  may  not  unjuftly  prefume  that,  like  a 
quack,  and  at  a  venture,  I  give  this  remedy. 
1  thought  I  owed  to  the  publick,  and  to  my¬ 
felf,  that  fatisfadtion.  In  order  to  do  it  with 
fome  method,  and  in  an  inflrudive  manner, 
I  will  explain,  1.  What  the  king’s-evil  is, 

2.  Its  caufe,  origin,  effeds,  and  fymptoms, 

3.  The  different  opinions  of  authors  who 
have  treated  of  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  with 
the  moil  famous  remedies  that  have  been 
pradifed.  4.  and  laftly,  I  will  fhow  my  own 
method,  and  my  own  fpecifick,  and.the  prin¬ 
ciples  upon  which  I  found  the  one  and  the 
other. 

Though  the  importance  of  the  fubjed; 
feems  to  require  that  we  fhould  enlarge  fome- 
what  more  upon  all  thefe  circum fiances,  than 
what  I  have  done  upon  the  other  difeafes 
which  I  have  treated  in  this  work,  where  I 
have  confined  myfelf  to  fay  only  what  was 
ufeful  and  abfolutely  neceffary  for  their  cure; 
being  convinced  of  that  maxim  of  the  Latin 
Hippocrates,  Celfus,  book  1.  Morbos  non 
eloquentidj  fed  remediis  cur  aid ;  i.  e.  that  dif¬ 
eafes  are  not  to  be  cured  by  fine  fpeeches, 
but  by  fpecifick  remedies.  I  will  continue 
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this  treatife  in  the  fame  ffrain,  that  is,  with 
the  fame  fimplicity  as  ufual,  being  fufficiently 
fatisfied  that  I  give  excellent  remedies. 

The  king’s-evil  has  been  differently  defi¬ 
ned  or  defcribed  by  authors,  according  to 
their  feveral  notions  and  principles :  thefe  dif¬ 
ferent  opinions,  no  doubt,  proceed  from  this, 
that  every  one  is  not  equally  {killed  in  ana¬ 
tomy,  and  particularly  in  chemiftry,  which 
is  the  key  to  the  knowledge  of  phyfick,  and 
that  all  have  not  their  genius  turned  the  fame 
way :  fo  that  we  muff  not  be  furprized,  if 
people  fpeak  differently  of  the  fame  things, 
there  being  fo  many  different  ways  of  deter¬ 
mining  in  phyfick,  and  fo  many  different 
appearances  by  which  one  may  examine  them, 
that  one  would  never  have  done,  were  each 
fubjed  to  be  canvaffed  with  the  utmoft  ex- 
adnefs,  and  were  an  account  to  be  given  of 
all  the  different  fentiments  that  have  been 
publifhed  ;  and  it  lies  upon  the  prudence  of 
the  phyfician,  to  confine  himfelf  to  fucn 
things  only  as  can  lead  him,  with  more  cer¬ 
tainty,  to  the  means  of  knowing  the  difeafes 
of  the  human  body,  and  to  fo  much  as  is  ne- 
cefiary  to  apply  thereto  a  fpeedy  remedy, 
without  affeding  long  differtations,  which 
very  often,  inlfead  of  clearing  up  the  matter, 
embarrafs  and  darken  it,  and  fo  put  the  reader 
out  of  a  condition  of  being  able  to  reap  any 
benefit ;  and  often  one  cannot,  after  the  pe¬ 
ril  fa  1  of  thefe  long  difcourfes,  conclude  any 
thing  elfe,  than  that  it  is  the  produdion  or  a 
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fcholar,  who  may  underftand  himfelf,  but 
whom  no  body  elfe  can  $  this  I  fay  in.  ge¬ 
neral,  without  a  defign  of  making  any  par¬ 
ticular  application. 

Galenifts  confider  the  king’s-evil  as  an  anti- 
natural  tumour,  which  comes  on,  fay  they, 
in  the  endurated  glands,  and  which  is  caufed 
by  a  faline  and  corrupted  pituita  or  phlegm $ 
an  humour  which  the  ancients  pretended  was 
one  of  the  four  parts  which  they  believed 
conftituted  the  blood  ;  which  pituitous  hu¬ 
mour  makes  thefe  glands  fwell,  and  ftretch 
the  membranes  where  it  begins,  as  if  it  were 
a  lump  of  live  flefh  :  and  as  commonly  thefe 
doctors  differ  ampngft  themfelves,  the  opi¬ 
nion  the  moft  received  at  this  day,  and  which 
has  moft  likelihood,  and  moft  conformity 
with  principles  arid  experience,  is,  that  it  is  a 
thick,  acrimonious  lymph,  which  gives  occa- 
fion  to  this  difeafe,  by  its  ftagnating  and  cor¬ 
rupting  in  the  conglobate  glands. 

Chemifts,  who  always  agree  amongft 
themfelves,  and  who  are  more  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  nature,  are  of  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  with  Paracelfus,  who  defined  the  king’s- 
evil  in  general,  tumours  indurated  by  a  ni¬ 
trous,  excrementitious,  corrupted  fait,  which 
fwells  the  glands,  and  heaves  them  ftill 
more  and  more,  as  may  be  feen  in  preparing 
fal  nitre,  which  is  formed  into  fuch  like  fi¬ 
gures  as  fmall  fticks  adhering  together. 
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All  this,  on  one  fide  and  the  other,  de¬ 
serves  fome  explanation,  in  order  to  arrive  at 
a  perfedt  knowledge  of  it.  Before  I  enter 
into  this  detail,  I  Shaft  premife  two  observa¬ 
tions  :  the  firft,  that  though  both  thefe  defi¬ 
nitions  feem  very  much  to  differ,  they  are 
however,  fo  to  lay,  two  roads  that  lead  to  the 
fame  end :  the  Second,  that  though  Several 
celebrated  authors  have  treated  of  the  cure  of 
this  difeafe,  as  Andr.  Dulaurent,  firft  phyli- 
cian  to  Henry  IV.  Dubois,  an  able  furgeon 
of  Paris,  and  others :  yet  no  one  has  tho¬ 
roughly  explained  himfelf,  as  fome  phyficians 
in  our  days  have  done.  One  will  find  the 
opinion  of  thefe  gentlemen  expreffed  in  their 
writings  with  elegance,  force,  beauty,  and 
precifion  ;  one  will  fee  therein  great  induftry 
and  learning ;  their  defcriptions  are  lively, 
very  fenfible,  and  very  ftriking ;  the  diagno- 
flick  and  prognoftick  Symptoms  are  very  fully 
enumerated  j  and  laftly,  the  remedies  propo- 
fed  therein  for  the  cure,  are  laid  down  in 
order,  number,  and  Seeming  efficacy.  Happy 
for  the  publick  were  it  really  fo ! 

5T he  defcription  of  the  kin f  s- evil. 

The  king’s-eyil,  commonly  called  ftruma, 
fcrophula,  is  a  Scirrhous,  hard,  and  frequently 
indolent  tumour,  which  is  formed  by  degrees 
in  the  conglobate  glands,  efpecially  in  thofe 
of  the  neck,  groin,  arm-pits,  hams,  arms, 
and  wrifts:  it  is  called  fcrophula  from  the 
latin  fcropha,  a  fow,  becaufe  this  animal  is 
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fubjedt  to  fuch  tumours  under  the  throat 
Among  fcrophulous  maladies  are  likewife 
reckoned  thofe  cold  tumours  which  are  form¬ 
ed  in  the  joints,  and  upon  the  bones,  as  the 
feet,  knees,  elbows,  hands,  and  particularly 
the  fingers  ;  fo  that  the  greateft  part  of  obfti- 
nate  defluxions,  which  fall  by  degrees  upon 
the  joints,  without  any  manifeft  caufe,  and 
which  are  followed  by  an  abfcefs,  a  caries, 
and  fwelling  in  the  bones,  efpecially  in  the 
apophyfes  and  epiphyfes.  Of  this  number  is 
alfo  the  oedema,  which  caufes  an  infenfible 
fwelling  in  the  arms,  feet,  and  legs,  chiefly 
towards  the  joints  3  the  particular  oedema, 
wfaofe  caufe  does  not  confift  in  a  ferous  lymph 
which  relaxes  the  parts,  but  in  a  kind  of  jelly 
or  think  lymph,  which  diftends  them  ex¬ 
tremely,  without  retaining  the  dint  of  the 
linger;  fometimes  the  oedematous  tumour 
lies  in  the  knee,  which  fwells  gradually  with 
a  rednefs,  a  heat,  and  pain,  whilft  the  leg 
and  thigh  become  very  much  extenuated,  and 
the  whole  body  is  wafted  by  a  flow  fever. 
In  fine,  fiftulous  ulcers,  the  rickets,  the  can¬ 
cer,  the  bronchocele,  and  feveral  other  dif- 
eafes,  likewife  depend  very  often  upon  a  fcro¬ 
phulous  virus,  as  we  fhall  fhew  in  the  fe- 

Tfae  kingVevil  is  favourable  or  malignant, 
according  to  the  acrimony  of  the  fait  with 
which  the  lymph,  that  ferves  it  as  a  vehicle, 
is  impregnated  ;  and  it  is  properly  this  fait, 
which  is  the  efficient  caufe  of  thefe  maladies ; 
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the  favourable  fort  lafts  often  very  long,  with¬ 
out  caufing  any  troublefome  accident,  and 
fometimes  yields  to  common  remedies  with¬ 
out  much  ado ;  the  malignant  fort  is  of  the 
nature  of  a  cancer,  and  hitherto  it  has  been 
commonly  looked  upon  as  incurable ;  the 
glands  of  the  neck,  and  other  external  parts, 
are  not  the  only  places  that  are  attacked  by 
this  diforder  ;  the  glands  of  the  mefentery  are 
in  like  manner  attacked,  as  is  almoft  always 
confirmed  upon  opening  fuch  as  have  died  of 
the  king’s-evil :  oftentimes  too  the  difeafe  be¬ 
gins  in  this  entrail  5  the  fpleen,  the  liver,  the 
matrix,  and  feveral  other  internal  parts,  are 
likewife  fometimes  fcrophulous.  The  nitrous 
fait,  which  is  the  caufe  of  the  king’s-evil, 
mav  be  produced  in,  and  carried  through  all 
the  parts  of  the  body;  the  lymph  which  can 
diffolve  it,  and  with  which  it  is  impregnated, 
and  which  ferves  it  as  a  vehicle,  circulates 
throughout  the  body  to  come  at  three  dif¬ 
ferent  parts,  namely,  the  head,  the  arms;  and 
after  having  palled  through  a  vaft  number 
of  conglobate  glands,  goes  to  each  fide ;  the 
one  empties  into  the  jugular  and  fubclavian 
veins,  the  other  into  the  external  and  inter¬ 
nal  parts  of  the  bread,  and  lodges  it  from 
time  to  time  in  the  thoracick  du<5t :  the  third, 
laftly,  comes  from  the  inferior  parts,  and 
from  all  the  vifcera  of  the  lower  belly,  and 
throws  itfelf  into  the  receptacle  of  the  chyle. 
What  number  of  accidents,  therefore,  is  not 
this  lymph,  impregnated  'with  the  fait  that 
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coagulates  it,  capable  of  producing  ?  feeing 
the  number  of  glands  and  parts  which  it  is 
obliged  to  traverfe,  is  almoft  infinite;  it  therein 
produces  fatal  obftrudions,  and,  given  up  to 
the  effects  of  its  malignant  quality,  fometimes 
obftrudions  in  the  glands  of  the  neck,  arm- 
pits,  cefophagus,  the  trachaea,  the  groin  and 
joints ;  at  other  times  in  the  mefentery,  the 
liver,  the  fpleen,  the  matrix,  the  lungs,  the 
brain,  where  it  may  caufe  fcirrhous  tumours, 
cancers,  obftinate  defluxions,  dangerous  fqui- 
nancies,  obftinate  ophthalmia’s,  malignant  ab~ 
fcefles,  fiftulous  ulcers,  mortal  confumptions, 
terrible  epilepfies,  and  feveral  other  chronical 
difeafes,  which  will  be  only  latent  fy  nap  toms 
of  this  cruel  malady. 

I  will  confine  myfelf  to  that  explication 
which  exprefles  the  fentiment  of  the  moll 
celebrated  authors,  and  which  feems  fuffi- 
cient  for  following  my  plan,  which  is  no 
other  than  to  unfold  the  origin  and  the  true 
caufes,  both  internal  and  external,  of  this 
lamentable  difeafe,  and  to  give  the  nioft  in¬ 
fallible,  and  mofl  efficacious  remedies,  and  at 
the  fame  time  the  leaft  dangerous  for  bring¬ 
ing  about  a  perfed  cure.  Such  as  would 
defire  a  fuller  treatife,  may  have  this  fatif- 
fadion  in  the  works  of  the  learned,  which  I 
have  already  mentioned.  But  the  internal 
caufes  of  this  difeafe,  do  not  feem  to  me  to 
be  traced  near  enough,  nor  with  a  fufficient 
degree  of  precifion,  becaufe  the  vitiated  hu¬ 
mours  which  they  pitch  upon,  are  only,  as 
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We  have  already  Laid,  the  vehicle  of  the  agent 
that  produces  this  fcirrhous  or  fcrophulous 
tumour,  and  which,  by  its  cauftick  quality, 
makes  it  degenerate  into  a  malignant  ulcer. 

So  that  in  order  to  be  well  underftood,  and 
to  explain  myfelf  as  to  the  true  proximate 
and  efficient  caufe  of  the  particular  fpecies  of 
ulcers,  which  is  called  the  king’s-evil,  it  is 
neceffary  to  go  a  little  higher,  and  to  difco^ 
ver  the  antecedent  caufe  of  all  the  fpecies  of 
ulcers  in  general,  that  affedt  the  different 
parts  of  the  human  body,  in  order  from 
thence  to  determine  what  is  the  primary  and 
true  caufe,  and  what  the  nature  of  the  par* 
ticular  ulcer  of  which  we  are  now  treating. 

The  greateft  part  of  phyficians  lay  down, 
as  the  general  caufe  of  ulcers,  the  humours 
contained  in  the  human  body,  which  having 
acquired,  either  by  means  of  the  natural  heat, 
or  by  means  of  an  adventitious  heat,  or  by 
means  of  feme  coagulating  acid,  a  corrofive 
quality,  and  which  being  carried  to  the  fkin, 
there  exert  their  malignant  faculty,  by  cor¬ 
roding  the  parts  $  fo  that  the  difference  which 
is  found  in  the  different  forts  of  ulcers,  does 
proceed  only  from  the  diverfity  of  the  cau- 
ftick  humours  that  operate ;  but  the  humours, 
being  only  the  vehicle  for  the  corrofive  agent, 
cannot  be  taken  for  the  proper  caufe  of  ul¬ 
cers  ;  wherefore  we  ought  to  find  out  a  more 
proximate  and  truer  caufe  ftill. 

This  foie,  proximate,  efficient,  antecedent, 
and  internal  caufe  of  all  the  forts  of  ulcers,  with 
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which  the  human  body  can  be  attacked, 
feems  to  me  to  be  no  other  than  the  proper 
fait  of  our  natural  balfam,  which  when  fepa- 
rated  from  this  balfam,  is  dried  up  and  cal¬ 
cined,  not  only  by  its  interqal  heat,  but  alfo 
by  the  heat  of  the  part  to  which  it  is  carried, 
or  fometknes  by  the  heat  of  feme  external 
agent.  This  fait  acquires,  by  its  calcination, 
a  cauftick  quality,  and  a  power  of  breaking 
the  continuity  of  the  parts  to  which  it  is  car¬ 
ried  thus  altered  j  fo  that  the  proper  fait  of 
our  natural  balfam  is  the  true,  antecedent,  in¬ 
ternal,  and  efficient  caufe  of  all  forts  of  ulcers, 
the  internal  conjoint  caufe  is  this  very  fait, 
which  being,  feparated,  dried,  and  calcined 
in  feme  part  of  our  bodies,  corrodes  it,  breaks 
the  continuity,  and  therein  forms  the  ulcer. 

With  this  foie,  internal,  antecedent  caufe, 
are  commonly  joined  external  caufe s :  thefe 
are  they  that  ocealion  the  reparation  of  the 
fait  from  its  balfam,  its  defecation,  calcina¬ 
tion,  and  confequently  its  malignant,  cau¬ 
ftick,  and  corroiive  quality.  The  air,  or  the 
faline  vapours  of  the  fea,  produce  this^effed:, 
but  in  a  fpeedier  and  more  fenfible  manner, 
upon  fuch  perfons  as  are  not  accuftomed 
thereto,  or  fuch  as  are  of  a  certain  tempera¬ 
ment  ;  from  thence  proceed  the  feurvy,  the 
itch,  &c.  aliments  that  abound  with  acrid 
and  pungent  falts,  as  garlick,  onion,  ra¬ 
dii  bes,  &e.  fait  flefti  and  fifh,  may  like- 
wife  be  in  the  number  of  external,  antece¬ 
dent  caufes  of  ulcers ;  hence  it  very  often 
,  happens^ 
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happens,  that  after  a  lent  -time,  that  has  been 
ftridtly  obferved,  in  which  one  has  fcarce  eat 
any  thing  elfe  but  inch  fait  food,  the  fpring 
coming  on,  at  which  time  the  humours  fer¬ 
ment  and  encreafe,  there  are  a  great  many 
itchy  and  leprous  perfons,  becaufe  the  fait  food 
which  they  have  been  long  and  very  much 
ufed  to,  has  augmented  the  proper  fait  of 
the  natural  balfam ;  which  being  thus  aug¬ 
mented,  is  feparated,  dried,  coagulated,  and 
calcined  towards  the  extremities,  and  on  the 
fkin,  where  it  is  driven  out  by  the  excretory 
faculty  ;  but  not  being  able  to  pafs  thro’  the 
pores,  on  account  of  its  coagulation,  there  it 
flops,  caufes  itchings,  corrodes  and  produces 
very  ugly  and  difagreeable  ulcers  in  the  fkin. 
The  exceffive  and  violent  motions  of  our  bo¬ 
dies,  immoderate  and  continual  running  and 
jumping,  may  likewife  be  reckoned  in  the 
number  of  external  caufes  of  ulcers ;  for  thefe 
too  violent  and  too  long  motions,  may,  in 
fuch  a  manner,  heat  our  natural  balfam,  that 
it  throws  out,  by  its  excretory  faculty,  to¬ 
wards  fome  extremity  of  our  body,  the  acrid 
and  pungent  fait  with  which  it  is  found 
impregnated ;  that  there  this  fait  is  dried 
,  and  calcined,  and  corrodes  the  ikin,  and 
therein  produces  an  ulcer,  whofe  malignity 
fhall  anfwer  to  the  acrimony  and  pungency 
of  the  fait  which  has  been  thrown  out  in  this 
part. 

Another  thing  which  I  cannot  omit,  as  it 
is  my  principal  aim,  is  the  bad  food  that  is 
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given  to  new-born  infants,  fuch  as  milk,  arid 
the  little  care  that  is  taken  in  the  choice  of 
a  good  nurfe,  the  crude  and  ill-made  pap, 
which  is  given  them  too  foon,  inftead  of 
good  milk  *  all  this  contributes  to  foment 
and  caufe  the  king's-evil :  as  this  is  a  matter 
of  great  importance,  and  as  it  is  neceffary  to 
clear  it  well  up,  in  order  to  avoid  this  cruel 
difeafe,  I  (hall  refume  the  fubjed. 

But  fome  dodor  will  tell  me,  I  mean  one 
of  thofe  who  has  nothing  to  vaunt  but  his 
greek  and  latin,  and  how  to  reckon  up  fix- 
and-twenty  humours,  both  alimentary  and  ex- 
crementitious,  formed  and  contained  in  the 
human  body,  which  they,  for  the  moft  part, 
make  to  play  off,  without  much  difcernment, 
like  the  water- works  at  Marly  3  dodors,  who 
look  upon  it  as  beneath  them  to  handle  the 
fhovel  and  tongs,  and  to  foil  their  fair  foft 
hands  with  the  coals,  which  however  is  the 
only  way  to  come  at  the  fecrets  of  nature : 
fuch  a  dodor,  I  fay,  will  come  and  tell  me, 
with  an  air  of  triumph  and  ridicule,  that  I 
make  our  body  to  be  a  fort  of  mine  >  and 
that  if  my  fyftem  were  received,  I  might 
give  rife  to  the  eflablifhing  a  new  kind  of 
tax. 

I  anfwer,  that  if  he  was  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  compolition  of  the  animal,  he 
would  change  his  ftile  3  that  the  variety  of 
things  which  concur  in  man,  fhould  make 
him  to  be  looked  upon  as  a  microcofm ;  he 
has  mines  the  fame  as  the  great  world,  in 

which 
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which  are  found  falts  of  different  natures  % 
there  are  vitriolick,  aluminous,  nitrous,  fi xt, 
and  volatile  falts,  fuch  as  thofe  contained  in 
the  blood*  the  fpirits,  and  the  brain,  where 
they  are  highly  exalted:  they  are,  on  the 
bther  hand,  fixed  in  the  bones,  or  at  leaft  the 
greatefl:  part  is  fo ;  there  are  in  the  mouth 
ialts  partly  aluminous,  and  partly  nitrous : 
thefe  diffolvents,  mixing  with  thofe  in  the 
ftomach,  which  are  of  a  vitriolick  nature;, 
form  an  aqua  fortis,  which  conftitutes  the 
difiolvent  that  refides  in  that  part  *  the  falts 
in  the  kidneys  and  bladder  are  mixed  with 
thofe  of  a  fixed  and  volatile  nature *  and 
hence  it  is,  in  part,  that  ftories  are  eafily 
formed  in  this  vifcus,  and  that  the  bladder  is 
fubjedt  to  confiderable  fmart  pains,  which 
tnefe  forts  of  falts  rnoft  frequently  occafion ; 
they  are  lixivious  and  nitrous  in  the  glands  of 
the  mefentery.  Laftly,  in  the  gall-bladder 
inay  be  feen  burning  fulphurs,  fo  many  refer- 
voirs,  and.  fo  many  mines  of  different  fiilphurs. 
Thus  it  is  that  the  mechanifin  of  the  micro- 
cofm  is  found  difpofed.  But  to  return. 

There  is  ftill  behind  another  external  ante¬ 
cedent  caufe,  which  difpofes  the  fait,  not 
Only  that  of  the  ulcer  Itfelf,  but  likewife  that 
of  the  natural  balfam*  to  a  deficcation,  coa * 
gulation,  and  calcination :  this  caufe  will  be 
rejected  by  the  fcholaftick  and  fyftematick 
phyficians  of  our  days ;  yet  it  will  not  be  tht 
lels  real  for  that  5  and  as  I  only  write  for 
,  truth,  I  cannot  refolve  to  conceal  it,  how- 

U  ever 
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ever  people  may  ftare  at  me,  and  tieat  me  a  a 
whimfical.  All  the  complaifance  which  I 
thought  I  was  obliged  to  fhew  in  favour  of  the 
ignorant  prejudice,  andthe  moderate  degree  of 
underftanding,  in  thefe  pretended  libei  tines,  is 
to  have  placed  this  the  laft,  that  having  at 
leaft  comprehended  and  underftood  the  pre¬ 
ceding  caufes,  they  would  be  contented  to 
let  this  one  alone  for  thofe  w'ho,  being  fiee 
from  all  prejudice,  will  take  the  pains  to  ex¬ 
amine  and  weigh  it  in  the  fcales  of  natuie. 

This  caufe,  which  I  mean,  is  the  concourfe 
and  influence  of  the  bars,  which  by  means 
of  their  fiery  aftral  virtue,  can  at  certain 
times,  and  in  certain  circumftances,  difpofe 
the  fait  to  a  coagulation  and  calcination ;  for 
'it  is  very  true,  that  the  ftars  which  rule  over 
our  natural  baliam,  augment  fometimes  the, 
fait,  fometimes  the  mercury,  and  at  other 
times  the  fulphur  j  fo  that  thefe  ftais,  which 
multiply  the  fait,  are  the  fame  which,  by 
that  means,  coagulate  and  calcine  it  \  whence 
follows  a  folution  of  the  continuity,  and  an 
ulcer  in  the  part  where  tins  multiplication 
and  calcination  of  fait' is- found.  Theie  ftars, 
which  by  their  real  influences  multiply  the 
fait  in  our  balfam,  can  likewife  do  fo  in  any 
particular  part  of  our  bodies,  calcine  it  there, 
and  by  that  means  difpofe  it  to  bring  about, 
in  that  part,  the  folution  of  the  continuity, 
and  the  ulcer  of  which  they  are  truly  the 
proximate  conjoint  caufe;  We  have  but  too 

often  fenfible  proofs  of  this  real  effect  of  the 

influence 
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influence  of  the  ftars,  feeing  at  certain  times 
of  the  year,  in  certain  climates,  and  certain 
countries,  feveral  perfons,  of  different  ages, 
different  fexes,  and  different  confiitutions, 
are  attacked  with  particular  and  extraordinary 
ulcers,  without  having  contributed  thereto 
by  their  conduit,  regimen  of  life,  exceffes,  or 
peculiar  diet,  any  wife  different  from  what 
the  neighbouring  people  have  lived  upon, 
who  have  been  free  from  the  like  difeafes ; 
it  is  owing  to  the  influence  being  different, 
and  exerting  itfelf  in  one  place,  and  not  in 
another ;  we  may  affirm  or  we  may  deny  it : 
but  nothing  is  more  certain  in  nature,  <c  than 

that  every  epidemical  difeafe  comes  from 
€c  above.” 

It  is  a  received  opinion  among  divines, 
philofophers,  and  great  phyficians,  that  the 
fuperior  bodies  aft  upon  the  inferior  by 
their  light,  motion,  and  by  communicating 
their  very  volatile  parts  $  this  is  what  I  mean 
by  influence :  wherefore  we  read  in  Genefis  % 
that  God  created  in  the  beginning  of  the 
world,  two  great  luminaries  in  the  firma¬ 
ment,  the  fun,  moon,  and  a!fo  the  ftars,  to 
divide  the  days  and  nights,  the  months  and 
years.  It  is  certain  that  their  changes  caufe 
the  difference  in  the  feafons  of  fpring,  fum- 
mer,  autumn,  and  winter ;  and  that  by  the 
riflng  and  fetting  of  thefe  very  ftars,  one  may 

U  2  '  foretel 

a  Let  there  be  lights  in  the  firmament  of  heaven,  and  let 
.them  divide  the  day  from  the  night,  and  let  them  be  for 
fig  ns  and  for  feafons,  and  for  days  and  years. 
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foretel  fair  Weather,  ftorins,  froft,  fain  arid 
wind,  and  even  the  difeafes  which  happen 
not  Only  to  mankind,  but  likewife  to  all 
other  animals.  Ariftotle  affures  us,  that  this 
animal  virtue  which  we  breathe,  and  which  is 
diffufed  throughout  the  earth,  derives  its  ori¬ 
gin  from  the  heavens j  and  b  St.  Augufiin, 
the  moft  learned,  and  moil:  intelligent  of  all 
the  fathers,  fays,  that  the  inferior  and  grolfer 
bodies,  are  governed  fubordinately  by  the  fu- 
perior  and  more  fubtile  bodies.  Thtfs  the 
fun,  the  parent  of  nature,  is  the  caufe  of  all 
productions  by  his  approach  and  pfCfence; 
as  he  is  the  caufe  of  all  corruptions  by  his 
abfence  and  diftance.  It  is  this  noble  lumi¬ 
nary  that  exhilarates  the  whole  world  3  at  his 
approach  all  things  here  below  affume  a  frefli 
vigour,  the  radical  moifture  is  augmented, 
and  men  feem  to  be  born  again  as  it  were. 
Hippocrates  advifes  fuch  as  follow  phyfick, 
to  beware  of  the  two  folftices,  and  the 
two  equinoxes,  when  the  bufinefs  is  to  pre- 
fcribe  remedies  on  account  of  the  bad  tem¬ 
perament  and  change  of  the  air  5  and  iaftly, 
he  would  have  people  confider  the  pleiads 
and  dog-fear,  feeing,  at  thofe  times  when  they 
rule,  there  happen  great  changes  in  the  air, 
whence  arife  a  vafe  many  difeafes.  We  there¬ 
fore  may  draw  this  conclufion,  from  what 
has  been  juft  laid,  how  necelTary  and  impor¬ 
tant 

b  Corpori  eerie  ill  etiam  terrena  corpora  fubje&a  funt.  D. 

4.  dehb.  art,  6.  c.  13.  Even  terreftrial  bodies 

fubjiga  to  the  celeftial  body. 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  293 

tant  the  knowledge  of  aflronomy  is  to  phy¬ 
ficians,  in  order  to  find  out,  by  the  nature 
of  the  ruling  fiar,  its  qualities ;  and  by  its 
motion  and  different  afpeds,  its  concurrence 
and  fecret  influence,  the  changes  of  the  wea¬ 
ther  and  air;  yet  ought  not  people  to  abufe 
this  divine  fcience,  in  order  to  difcover  the 
good  and  bad  fortune  of  men :  it  fhould  be 
ufed,  as  St.  Augufline  fays,  only  to  obferve 
by  this  means  that  which  may  be  ufeful  to 
man  for  his  necefiity  and  ufe,  to  forefee  the 
changes  in  the  air  that  fhould  happen  during 
the  fummer,  winter,  autumn,  and  fprjng,  In 
fine,  in  order  to  be  well  acquainted  with  the 
difeafes  that  may  happen,  to  foretel  their 
iffue,  and  to  accommodate  remedies  accord¬ 
ingly,  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  prove  the  ne- 
ceflity  of  this  fcience,  that  it  is  authorifed  by 
Hippocrates  the  prince  of  phyficians,  fup- 
ported  by  Arifiotle,  Avicenna,  and  the  moll 
celebrated  phyficians;  and  that  it  is  founded 
Upon  natural  reafon,  and  a  vaft  number  of 
experiments. 

I  am  not  ignorant  that  this  fcience  has  had 
powerful  adverfaries ;  at  the  head  of  the  mo¬ 
derns  I  place  Defcartes,  whofe  knowledge  I 
fhall  never  forbear  admiring.  But  it  is  not 
the  fcience  in  itfelf  which  they  condemn,  it 
is  a  certain  meafure,  a  certain  degree  of 
knowledge,  and  certain  attributes,  which 
fome  enthufiaftical  perfons  would  aferibe  to 
it,  who  pufh  the  beft  things  too  far,  and 
abufe  them,  and  who  run  after  the  mar- 

U  3  vellous, 
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vellous,  which  dazzles  them,  '  and  turns 
them  out  of  the  true  road,  inftead  of  en¬ 
lightening  and  guiding  them  in  the  right 
way.  Alfo,  in  order  to  underftand  this  di« 
vine  fcience,  a  man  muft  be  one  of  thofe 
privileged  perfons,  lovers  of  truth,  and  ene¬ 
mies  of  errror,  fuch  as  St.  Auguftine  and  St, 
Thomas  the  angelick  dodtor,  whom  we  may 
oppofe  to  thofe  pretended  libertines  of  our 
days,  who  in  the  difquifition  of  the  reality  . 
and  certainty  of  this  fcience,  agree,  that,  be- 
iides  the  heat  and  light,  there  are  influences 
in  all  the  ftars,  capable  of  producing  pow¬ 
erful  motions  in  all  lower  bodies,  and  even 
changing  the  confutation  of  men,  and  by 
this  means  caufing  in  them  diverfe  difeafes, 
and  different  inclinations,  leaving  however 
the  will  at  liberty,  over  which  they  have  no 
diredt  nor  abfolute  power. 

In  fine,  it  is  certain  that  the  greateft  part 
of  difeafes  are  caufecl  by  the  different  influ¬ 
ences  of  the  ftars ;  and  this  is  the  opinion  of 
Dr.  Mead  a  celebrated  phyfician ;  which  he 
proves  by  the  following  principles;  i.  The 
air  which  we  breathe  continually  mixes  with 
the  liquors  which  circulate  in  our  bodies, 
temper  them,  if  it  be  temperate,  and  alters 
them,  if  it  be  corrupted.  2.  The  preflure  of 
the  air  is  neceflary  to  hinder  the  impetuofity 
of  the  fpirits  which  put  the  blood  and  other 
fluids  into  the  motion,  which  they  require,  in 
order  to  circulate ;  and  it  communicates  a 
proper  activity  to  the  original  fprings:  this 
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preffure,  being  more  or  lefs  ftrong  upon  bo¬ 
dies,  difcompofes  their  oeconomy.  3.  The 
fun  and  moon  prefs  unequally  the  air,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  diverfity  of  their  courfe ;  they 
make  the  ftrongeft  impreffions  upon  this  ele¬ 
ment  at  the  time  of  their  eonjun&ion  or  op- 
pofition,  but  efpecially  during  the  equinoxes. 
4.  The  air  being  elaftick,  makes  efforts  in  or¬ 
der  to  counterbalance  the  force  that  confines 
it  5  fo  that  it  violently  pufhes  whatever  touches 
it.  5.  Cold  and  heat  occafion  confiderable 
alterations  in  the  machine  of  the  body  ;  heat 
exalts  the  bile,  diffipates  the  fpirits,  caufes  a 
fermentation  of  the  humours  which  fours 
them.  Cold,  on  the  contrary,  freezes  the 
humours,  thickens  the  blood,  embarraffes  the 
fpirits,  ftupihes  the  original  fprings.  It  can¬ 
not  be  denied,  but  this  variation  of  the  fea- 
fons,  is  the  caufe  of  a  great  many  difeafes. 
Will  one  deny,  but  it  is  itfelf  the  effedt  of 
the  adtion  of  the  fun  upon  the  air :  the  other 
liars  likewife  contribute,  in  their  way,  to  the 
viciffitudes  of  the  temperature  of  the  air  :  to 
thefe  principles  may  be  added  fenfible  expe¬ 
riments.  Several  difeafes  have  their  revolu¬ 
tions  regulated  by  the  motion  of  the  moon  ; 
the  epilepfy,  for  inftance;  madnefs,  foolifli- 
nefs,  and  other  diforders,  have  their  crifis. 

I  could  cite  a  great  number  of  other  au- 
thories,  and  call  in  to  my  affiflance  the  mo  ft 
celebrated  authors,  fuch  as  nature  would  avow 
for  her  deareft  and  moll  favourite  fons,  from 
whom  fire  has  concealed  nothing';  but  this 

U  4  might 
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plight  carry  me  too  far ;  keeping  my  prin¬ 
cipal  objedt  in  view,  I  chufe  rather  to  con¬ 
fine  myfelf  to  my  fubjedl,  and  continue 
to  be  fhort,  than  by  long  circumlocutions, 
and  by  citations  from  known  authors,  make 
an  idle  parade  of  mifplaced  learning ;  becaufe 
I  think  one  is  really  more  knowing,  when 
he  can  bring  forth  fomething  good  from 
his  own  flock,  than  to  colledt  the  opinions 
<?f  an  hundred  authors,  what  capacity  fo~ 
ever  one  may  have  in  the  doing  it.  Moreover 
we  have  room  to  believe,  that  what  we  have 
faid  is  more  than  fufficient  to  eftaWilh  our 
Opinion. 

That  which  is  rnoft  troublefome  in  the 
ulcers  which  have  fuch  a  caufe,  is  that  they 
are  extremely  difficult  to  cure,  becaufe  that 
cannot  be  done,  while  the  flar  rules,  any 
otherwife  than  by  removing  or  blunting  its 
influence,  which  is  the  conjoint  caufe  that 
produces  them  :  for  nothing  is  more  nice  and 
difficult  than  to  remove  or  change  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  a  flar,  a  thing  that  cannot  be  done 
but  by  a  compleat  and  very  experienced  aftro- 
nomer,  an  ingenious  and  genuine  philofo- 
pher,  who,  to  produce  this  marvellous  effedt, 
flnds  out  another  terrellrial  flar  that  can  com¬ 
bat  and  extinguifh  the  force  of  the  celeftial 
one,  or  divert  its  influence,  or  hinder  the 
efficacy  of  its  adtion,  by  ftrcngtbening  the 
part  affedled,  by  cicatrizing  the  ulcer,  and 
by  reftoring  its  due  and  natural  temper  to 
Cur  balfam, 

The 
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The  caufes  limply  external,  are  all  fuch 
things  as  applied  externally  upon  any  part  of 
our  bodies,  have  force  and  power  to  corrode 
it,  and  break  its  continuity  5  fuch  are  all 
the  aqua;  fortes  and  violent  caufticks,  feveral 
forts  of  plants,  roots  and  herbs j  for  inftance^ 
the  crow-foot,  climber,  and  figwort,  which 
profelfed  beggars  make  ufe  of,  by  applying 
them  upon  their  arms,  legs,  and  thighs,  m 
order  to  raife  ulcers ;  and  alfo  on  the  head, 
in  order  to  caufe  the  fcurf  ;  and  by  that  cul¬ 
pable  industry,  to  move  the  compaffion  of 
the  unthinking,  and  extort  their  money  in 
charity.  All  thefe  ulcers,  caufed  by  fuch 
means,  are  very  eaffiy  and  readily  cured ; 
there  needs  no  more  but  to  wafh  them  with 
warm  wine,  which  extracts  the  juice  of  the 
ulcerating  plant  •>  and  as  foon  as  this  external 
caufe  js  taken  away,  the  part  heals  up  by 
virtue  of  the  natural  balfam  alone  a  thing 
that  might  be  done  very  foon  and  very  eafily, 
in  all  natural  ulcers,  if  their  antecedent  inter¬ 
nal  caufe  could  be  removed  the  lame  way  as 
thefe  fimple  external  caufes  cans  but  this  is 
a  work  that  rarely  fucceeds  by  means  of  com¬ 
mon  galenical  medicaments,  and  is  even  te¬ 
dious  with  common  fpagirical  medicaments 
and  balfams.  There  is  nothing  but  the  true 
philofophick  tindture,  which  is  the  Arabick 
balfam,  to  which  this  faculty  of  curing  im¬ 
mediately  is  referved. 

But  It  is  not  fufficient  to  imagine  that  fait 
is  the  primary,  internal,  and  efficient  caufe  of 

S  all 
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ali  forts  of  ulcers,  it  is  farther  neceffary  to 
know,  that  as  we  have  different  forts  of  falts 
in  our  natural  compofition,  fo  we  are  fubjeft 
to  different  forts  of  ulcers,  whofe  difference 
arifes  chiefly  from  the  diverfity  of  falts ;  tire 
difference  of  the  place  where  the  fait  has 
been  depofited,  and  the  difference  of  the 
parts  of  our  bodies  where  the  ulcer  is  formed, 
concur  in  this  diverfity  of  fpecies :  fo  that  we 
can  boldly  aver,  that  a  phyfician-furgeon  who 
does  not  perfectly  know  this  difference  in  our 
falts,  what  is  the  nature  of  the  one  and  the 
other,  and  who  cannot  diftinguifh  of  what 
fpecies  thofe  falts  are,  which  have  produced 
the  ulcer,  can  never  apply  the  remedies  pro¬ 
per  for  a  perfedt  cure  ;  and  it  he  cure  fome- 
times,  without  having  this  knowledge,  this 
happy  fuccefs  ought  to  be  afcribed  only  to 
chance,  or  to  nature,  and  not  at  all  to  his 
fkilland  knowledge;  confequently  he  deferves 
neither  to  be  praifed  nor  trailed  :  for,  being 
ignorant  of  what  quality  the  cauftick  fait  is, 
which  has  ulcerated  the  part  he  treats,  how 
is  it  poffible  for  him  to  pitch  upon  another 
fait  which  is  contrary  to  that  which  has 
caufed  the  ulcer  ;  for  him  to  be  able  to  ex- 


tinguifh  the  fire,  moderate  its  force,  and 
blunt  its  corrofive  quality  ?  Herein,  how- ' 
ever,  confifls  the  whole  art  of  curing  ;  and 
as,  for  inftance,  in  the  great  world,  fait  of 
tartar  extinguifhes  the  corrofive  fire  of  aqua 
fortis,  and  tempers  it  to  fuch  a  degree,  that 
it  may  be  drank  without  any  danger  :  fo  in 

r  •*;  the 
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the  microcofm,  namely,  man,  fait  of  tartar, 
prepared  according  to  my  way,  will  cure 
every  ulcer  that  proceeds  from  a  caullic,  vi¬ 
triolic,  and  nitrous  fait  ;  and  fo  as  to  other 
falts,  each  of  which  has  its  contrary,  which 
one  mull  know,  and  its  preparation  too. 

This  knowledge  of  different  forts  of  falts, 
is  not  only  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  different 
forts  of  ulcers  with  which  we  may  be  at¬ 
tacked,  but  it  is  likewife  fo  for  treating  the 
ftone,  gravel,  and  gout,  &c.  which  one  may 
cure  infallibly,  if  he  has  this  exa£t  knowledge 
of  falts ;  for  that  which  is  coagulated,  is  dif- 
fipated  and  diffolved  by  its  contrary  ;  and 
that  which  is  diffolved,  is  cured  and  confoli- 
dated  by  that  which  is  coagulated  ;  the  whole 
being  performed  according  to  the  invariable 
laws  of  nature,  and  the  conftant  rules  which 
we  learn  from  art. 

As  to  what  regards  the  difference  of  ulcers 
which  arife  from  the  place,  and  the  parts  of 
the  body  which  they  affedt,  it  has  nothing 
very  effential,  only  occafioning  different  de¬ 
nominations  to  be  given  to  ulcers;  if  fome 
attention  mud  be  given  to  it,  it  is  only  with 
regard  to  the  conflrudlion,  the  delicacy,  and 
management  of  the  part  affedted,  which  the 
furgeon  who  treats  it  ought  to  obferve.  For 
in  fiance,  the  ulcers  upon  the  head  fhould  be 
treated  more  gently  than  thofe  upon  the  legs, 
thighs,  or  arms ;  and  fo  of  the  other  parts, 
the  contexture  and  ftrength  of  which  mud  be 
regarded,  and  the  competent  remedies  ap- 
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plied  thereto,  in  proportion  to  this  ftrength 
and.  temperament,  that  the  natural  and  bal- 
lamic  faculty  ;'may  be  therein  conferved,  in 
its  full  vigour,  as  much  as  poffible. 

Let  us  now  come  to  the  particular  fpecies 
of  ulcers,  called  the  king’s -evil,  ffiruma,  or 
fcrophula,  which  is  the  fubjedt  of  this  chap¬ 
ter  j  let  ns  find  out,  in  following  our  prin¬ 
ciples,  the  internal,  antecedent,  and  efficient 
caufe ;  let  us  give  the  Ipecifick  remedies  for 
the  radical  cure  of  this  diforder,  and  ffiew 
the  manner  of  adminiftering  thele  remedies, 
both  internally  and  externally. 

We  have  ffiewn  above,  that  the  diverfity 
of  the  fpecies  and  characters  of  ulcers  that 
attack  the  human  body,  in  its  different  parts, 
only  proceeds  from  the  diverfity  of  falts  con¬ 
trary  to  nature,  which  are  diffufed  or  dif- 
folved  in  the  humours,  or  coagulated  in  the 
emundtories :  the  nitrous  fait  is  that  which 
produces  cancerous  ulcers,  commonly  called 
the  king’s-evil. 

When  this  fait  abounds  very  much  in  the 
human  body,  and  the  fuperfluous  part  there¬ 
of  cannot  be  carried  off  through  its  proper 
emundtories,  which  are  the  kidneys  and  blad¬ 
der,  it  is  carried  into  all  the  parts  of  the 
body,  by  means  of  the  mercurial,  ferous,  and 
commonly  called  pituitous  humours,  that 
chiefly  abound  in  the  brain,  in  the  emundtory 
of  which,  nature  has  formed  feveral  little 
fpongy  glands,  in  order  to  draw  thither,  and 
to  receive  and  digeft  therein,  thefe  ferous 
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liumours,  and  afterwards  to  difcharge,  by 
infenfible  perfpiration,  whatever  is  fuperflu- 
ous  and  contrary  to  nature.  If  it  happen 
that  the  heat  and  natural  force  of  thefe  glands 
be  weakened  and  diminifhed,  the  ferous  hu¬ 
mour  encreafes  mightily,  and  coagulates  in 
globules  or  nodes,  by  virtue  of  the  nitrous 
fait  with  which  it  abounds,  which  is  of  the 
fame  nature,  and  operates  altogether  like  that 
which  is  diffufed  throughout  the  great  world. 
Afterwards  this  coagulated  fait  acquires  by 
degrees,  not  only  by  means  of  its  proper  heat, 
but  likewife  by  means  of  that  heat  in  the 
part  where  it  is  fixed,  an  acrimony,  and  a 
burning  and  cauftick  heat,  whereby  it  cor¬ 
rodes  the  fkin,  and  therein  forms  the  ulcer. 

The  external  caufes  of  thefe  ulcers,  are  all 
forts  of  aliments  in  which  this  fait  abounds 
that  enter  into  our  bodies,  and  augmenting 
the  fait  which  nature  has  therein  depofited, 
in  a  proportion  requifite  for  our  confervation, 
cannot  be  driven  from  thence,  on  account  of 
its  too  great  force  that  refills  the  natural  ex¬ 
cretions  ;  therein  it  caufes  alterations  and 
great  havock,  and  at  length  forms  therein 
the  ulcer,  when  it  is  brought  to  its  exalta¬ 
tion.  Thus  we  fee  that  among  animals,  only 
thofe  that  feed  on  all  forts  of  putrid,  feculent, 
and  tartarous  aliments,  and  that  eat  much  there¬ 
of,  are  attacked  with  thefe  forts  of  fcrophu- 
lous  ulcers,  as  hogs  and  men,  whofe  tarta¬ 
rous  excrements  encreafing  through  their  bad 
regimen,  and  their  feculent  food,  the  nitrous 
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anti-natural  fait  mu  ft  needs  likewife  encreafb* 
and  alter  to  the  worfe  their  natural  balfam  $ 
whence  arifes  the  king's-evil,  which  confe- 
quently  may  very  well  be  defined,  <c  ulcers 
produced  by  means  of  an  an tir natural  nitre 
which  has  got  into  our  natural  balfam  y  and 
which  being  feparated  therefrom,  and  pro¬ 
pelled  in  the  common  emunCtories  of  the  no¬ 
ble  parts,  or  even  fometimes  in  other  parts  of 
the  body,  is  coagulated  into  ftony  tophus's  and 
nodus's,  and  which,  in  procefs  of  time,  forms 
therein  cancerous  and  phagoedenick  ulcers, 
by  means  of  the  acrimony  and  cauftick  qua¬ 
lity  which  this  fait  has  acquired  in  calcina¬ 
tion/ * 

What  we  have  hitherto  faid  upon  this  ar¬ 
ticle,  has  a  direCt  regard  only  to  adult  per¬ 
sons,  and  is  too  general  to  make,  according 
to  my  intention,  any  particular  application 
thereof  to  infants,  the  principal  aim  of  my 
labours,  feeing  their  melancholy  fituation  in¬ 
duced  me  to  write  this  treatife. 

A  great  number  of  reflections  prefen t  them- 
felves  of  their  own  accord,  which  might  fur- 
nifh  us  with  a  good  many  obfervations,  in 
order  to  difcover  and  make  known  the  hei- 
noufnefs  of  the  crimes  of  parents  towards 
thefe  poor  victims  •  but  it  is  in  vain  for  me 
to  attempt  extirpating  certain  inveterate  vices, 
and  correcting  pernicious  cuftoms$  this  is  a 
work  above  my  abilities,  and  requires  a  more 
than  human  force. 


It 
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It  was  the  doctrine  of  Crates,  Plato,  and 
ail  true  philofophers,  that  the  mod  weighty 
concern  of  man  is,  that  of  having  found  and 
well-conftituted  children.  The  Lacedemo¬ 
nians  condemned  to  very  rigorous  pimift- 
ments  the  parents,  whenever  their  children 
were  of  a  bad  confutation. 

But  need  we  the  precepts  of  ancient  fages, 
feeing  religion,  reafon,  and  even  nature  her- 
felf,  prefcribe  to  us  the  care  and  confervation 
of  our  children ;  laws  fo  very  precious,  gentle, 
and  amiable,  feeing  a  principle  implanted  in 
the  inmoft  part  of  our  hearts,  cherifhed  by 
our  natural  fondnefs  and  tendernefs,  incef- 
fantly  reprefent  thefe  duties  to  us. 

Plowever,  if  we  go  up  to  the  primary 
caufe  of  fcrophula’s,  with  which  infants  are 
attacked,  it  will  be  found,  that  very  often 
it  is  derived  from  the  original  conformation, 
that  is  to  fay,  it  derives  its  origin  from  fa¬ 
thers  and  mothers  infefted  with  the  like  lea¬ 
ven  5  and  this  fort  of  fcrophula  is  very  hard 
to  cure.  It  is  farther  certain,  that  this  dif- 
eafe  depends  on  the  firfl  food  that  is  given  to 
children,  which  in  feme  meafure  is  the  fault 
of  parents. 

That  the  caufe  of  cold  humours  fometimes 
derives  its  origin  from  the  primary  confor¬ 
mation,  is  a  thing  that  cannot  be  doubted, 
fince  we  fee,  every  day,  gouty  perfcns  beget 
gouty  children,  and  phthilical  perfcns  phthi- 
lical  children  5  and  fmce  we  lee  even  fcro- 
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phulotjs  perfons  give  birth  to  children  whd 
are  very  foon  attacked  with  this  diforder. 

This  appears  to  us  lefs  fenfibly,  becaufe 
the  greateft  part  of  infants  who  are  born  of 
unfound  parents,  are  cut  off  in  the  cradle,  or 
at  lead;  but  feldom  arrive  at  an  age  which 
allows  thofe  difeafes,  of  which  they  have  the 
feeds  in  them,  to  fhew  themfelves. 

It  may  moreover  happen,  that  when  the 
leaven  of  the  original  conformation  fhall  be 
very  flight,  this  difeafe  fhall  be  furmonnted 
by  the  energick  qualities  of  the  milk  of  a 
good  nurfe,  and  the  bad  conftitution  reftored 
to  an  entire  foundnefs,  by  means  of  good 
food ;  as  we  fometimes  fee  happen  to  infant's 
who  are  purged  of  their  bad  humours,  by 
the  ftrength  and  goodnefs  of  their  nurfes’s 
milk,  which  throws  them  out,  by  caufing 
fcabs  to  break  out  on  the  head,  and  crufty 
ulcers  on  the  face,  and  fometimes  in  other 
parts  of  the  body,  which  difcharge  a  great 
deal  of  virulent  matter  and  impurities,  a  thing 
that  unhappily  is  very  rare  ;  for  we  find  a 
great  many  more  bad  nudes,  that  can  alter 
the  good  conftitution  of  their  nurflings,  than 
fuch  as  are  proper  to  procure  them  a  good  and 
firm  ftate  of  health  :  and  this  is  likewife  what 
makes  us  afcribe  chiefly  to  nudes  that  are 
taken  to  infants,  the  moft  general  caufe  of 
thefe  difeafes. 

Not  only  the  bad  qualities  of  the  milk  of 
nudes,  may  give  occafion  to  the  difeafe  in 
queftion,  whether  it  be  that  it  is  too  thick, 
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vifcous,  acid,  rank,  or  of  fome  other  bad 
quality;  but  a  great  many  other  bad  foods, 
which  they  make  their  nurflings  take,  may 
farther  occafion  the  fame  diforder,  as  that  of 
the  pap,  which  they  give  them  premature¬ 
ly,  or  which  is  badly  prepared  ;  bad  fruits, 
bad  drinks,  or  the  llovenlinefs  in  which 
fome  people  keep  their  children ;  all  thefe 
things  contribute  to  this  difeafe.  People, 
therefore,  ought  not  to  negledl  taking  care  of 
the  health  of  their  children  in  this  particular, 
either  as  to  the  choice  of  nurfes,  or  of  food  ; 
or,  laftly,  the  quality  of  the  milk.  On  this 
head  may  be  feen  what  authors  fay,  particu¬ 
larly  Dr.  Joubert,  phyiician  in  ordinary  to 
Louis  XIII.  chancellor  of  the  college  of  phy- 
lick  at  Montpellier,  in  his  book  of  popular 
errors,  as  to  phyfick,  and  the  regimen  of 
health;  Dr.  Walter  Harris,  phyiician  to  the 
king  of  England,  in  his  treatife  on  acute  dii- 
eafes  in  children ;  and  Dubois,  in  his  treatife 
on  the  king's-evil.  They  enter  Into  a  cir- 
cumftantial  detail  of  all  thefe  matters,  which 
though  in  appearance  of  little  importance, 
yet  for  all  that  are  of  very  great  confequence. 

In  fadt,  the  moil  celebrated  authors  of 
antiquity,  even  the  holy  fcriptures,  have 
looked  upon  this  point  as  fo  confiderable  and 
effential,  that  they  have  treated  on  it  ex- 
preflly  ;  they  do  it  in  a  natural,  fcientifical 
method ;  I  cannot  forbear  giving  their  own 
words,  without  any  alteration :  a  the  child 
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diall  be  wafhed  with  warm  water,  and  fafted, 
in  order  to  render  his  limbs  at  the  fame  time 
fupple  and  ftrong,  to  dry  his  dedi  and  brain, 
and  drengthen  his  finews. 

If  a  nurfe  is  to  be  chofen,  fhe  diould  be 
young,  of  a  conditution  as  little  cold  and 
moift  as  poffible,  accudomed  to  labour,  and 
little  eating,  enured  to  cold  and  heat,  and  of 
good  morals :  I  fay,  to  be  chofen  •  for,  ac¬ 
cording  to  reafon  and  the  opinion  of  all  phi- 
lofophers,  it  ought  to  be  the  mother  who 
fhould  undertake  this  talk,  if  her  health  and 
flrength  permit,  being  thereto  obliged  by  na¬ 
ture,  which  has  for  thofe  ends  given  her 
milk  in  her  breads  $  after  the  example  of 
beads,  by  a  fondnefs  and  jealoufy  which  fhe 
ought  to  have  for  her  young,  who  receive 
very  great  damage  from  change  of  food,  it 
poffiblv  happening  that  drangers  may  be  very 
unfound,  and  of  a  temperament  quite  con¬ 
trary  to  the  fird,  being  only  mothers  by 
halves :  c<  What  b  is  this  imperfeft  and  half¬ 
kind  of  mother  contrary  to  nature  !  that 
die  diould  have  brought  forth,  and  direftly 
thrown  away  the  child  from  her,  that  die 
diould  feed  in  her  womb  with  her  own  blood 
I  know  not  what  die  had  not  feen ;  and  not 
feed  with  her  milk  what  fhe  fees  now  living, 
now  a  man  child,  and  now  imploring  the 
friendly  offices  of  a  mother  ?>?  Let  its  food,  be- 
fides  the  bread,  be  goat’s  milk,  or  rather 
butter,  which  is  the  more  fubtile  and  aerial 

part 
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part  of  milk,  boiled  with  fome  honey,  and 
a  little  fait,  which  are  things  very  proper  for 
both  body  and  mind,  according  to  the  r^les 
of  all  philofophers  and  great  phyficians,  greek 
and  jewifh  :  Butter  c  and  honey  fhall  he  eat, 
that  he  may  know  to  refufe  the  evil,  and 
chufe  the  good.  The  quality  of  milk  or  but-* 
ter  is  very  temperate,  and  it  yields  good 
nourifhment  $  the  drynefs  of  honey  and  fait, 
abforbs  the  two  great  moifture  of  the  brain, 
and  difpofes  it  to  wifdom. 

In  fine,  infants  ought  to  be,  by  degrees, 
accuftomed  and  hardened  to  the  air,  to  heat 
and  cold ;  a  thing  which  need  not  be  dread¬ 
ed,  feeing  in  the  North  they  wafh  new-born 
infants  in  cold  water,  and  they  find  them 
very  well  after  it* 

I  will  finifh  this  article  upon  the  milk  of 
the  nurfe,  by  faying,  that  it  muft  be  of  a 
good  confiftence,  neither  too  fluid,  nor  too 
tenacious  $  thick,  clammy,  or  fatty  milk, 
fills  too  much  a  new-born  infant,  and  does 
not  give  fufficient  energy  to  the  folids,  and 
clogs  their  fyftaltick  force.  In  a  word,  the 
favour  of  milk,  in  order  to  be  laudable  and 
wholefome,  fhould  tafte  like  walnuts  or  fweet 
almonds,  and  be  a  little  fweet  $  that  which  is 
infipid,  acid,  fait,  rank,  or  of  any  other 
tafte  but  the  firft,  fhould  be  rejeded  as 
prejudicial.  The  good  tafte  of  milk  carries 
along  with  it  a  good  fin  ell,  together  with 
fweetnefs,  according  to  the  axiom,  quod  nu- 
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trit  duke  ejfe  debet i  that  which  is  nourifhing 
ought  to  be  fweet. 

But  there  is  a  very  important  queftion  to 
be  decided,  or  at  leaft  cleared  up;  to  wit, 
whether  fcrophulous  ulcers  have  an  immedi¬ 
ate  relation  and  connexion  with  the  pox,  or 
whether  they  be  a  particular  fpecies  of  it,  or 
fame  of  the  fymptoms  and  confequences  of 
an  univerfal  pox.  The  moft  celebrated  au¬ 
thors  are  divided  on  this  head  ;  and  the  moft 
generally  received  opinion,  at  this  day,  is  the 
affirmative.  However,  we  have  given  above 
the  antecedent  caufes,  both  internal  and  ex¬ 
ternal,  of  the  king’s- evil,  very  far  differing 
from  thofe  of  the  pox.  But,  without  devia¬ 
ting  from  our  opinion,  we  may  fay  that,  tho’ 
the  fcrophulous  virus  be  different  from  the 
pocky,  and  tho’  one  may  have  each  of  thefe 
difeafes  feparately,  however  thefe  two  virus’s, 
tho’  diftindt,  are  very  analogous,  and  have  a 
great  affinity  with  each  other,  efpecially  in 
hereditary  fcrophula’s :  and  we  may  fay,  in 
this  cafe,  that  the  fcrophulous  virus  partakes 
of  the  pocky  virus.  That  which  confirms 
me  in  this  opinion  is,  that  one  may  fee  that 
thofe  who  have  had  venereal  difeafes,  have 
fcrophulous  children ;  and  that  the  children 
born  before  the  parents  were  infedted,  are  not 
attacked  by  the  king’s-evil.  This  alfo  proves, 
that  the  fait  that  can  produce  the  king’s- 
evil  is  of  a  like  nature  with  that  of  the  pox, 
differing  only  at  certain  times  in  quality ; 
which  quality  changes,  and  becomes  like  that 
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of  the  pocky  virus,  by  means  of  the  motion 
and  adtion  of  the  ferment  3  and  this  occafions 
its  delineation  and  calcination  5  and  both  thefe 
are  fomented  and  occasioned  by  the  pocky 
virus,  and  caufes  this  alteration,  like  the  lea¬ 
ven  that  is  made  of  a  piece  of  pafte,  and  be¬ 
coming  four,  commun  cates  its  virtue  to  a 
mafs  of  the  like  matter. 

It  feems  by  this,  that  it  may  be  faid,  in  a 
certain  fenfe,  that  every  one  of  us  has,  in 
fome  meafure,  the  feeds  of  a  fcrophulous  lea¬ 
ven  ;  that  is  to  fay,  that  the  fait,  fulphur, 
and  mercury,  which  neceflarily  enter  into  the 
composition  of  each  individual,  are  mild,  be* 
nign,  and  falutary,  and  that  they  are  the  caufe 
of  our  confervation,  when  a  happy  harmony 
reigns  among  them :  and  that  on  this  har- 
mony,  and  their  union  according  to  nature, 
depend  our  life  and  health  ;  whereas  when 
this  ceconomy  is  out  of  order,  by  fome  cx* 
traneous  and  heterogeneous  caule,  they  are 
foured,  become  acid,  acrid,  and  pungent, 
caufe  difeales,  and  at  laft  death. 

By  means  of  this  Ample  and  natural  philo- 
fophy,  dripped  of  fwolen  words  and  uncorrw 
mon  phrafes,  one  may  very  fully  explain  the 
opinion  of  Vanhelmont,  that  celebrated  che- 
mift,  which  fome  libertines  of  our  day  have 
pretended  to  turn  into  ridicule,  that  the 
changes,  convullions,  or  powerful  contrac¬ 
tions,  which  are  caufed  in  the  parts  of  our 
bodies,  depend  on  the  archeus ;  that  is  to  lay, 
on  the  principle  born  with  each  animal,  to 
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produce  and  regulate  all  the  adtions  compe¬ 
tent  to  its  particular  fpecies  ;  fo  that  this 
principle  conceiving  a  melancholy  idea,  as  it 
were,  of  the  inconveniency  that  is  fuperin- 
duced  on  the  machine  which  it  fhould  regu¬ 
late,  is  irritated,  is  enraged,  and  puts  every 
thing  in  commotion,  if  it  be  not  fpeedily  ap- 
peafed. 

Diagnojlick .  A  benign  fcrophula  is  known 
by  its  being  fuperficial,  by  not  breaking  out 
jnuch  in  the  fkin,  by  not  changing  the  co¬ 
lour  thereof ;  and  when  handled,  there  are 
only  felt  fome  fwolen  glands,  not  very  hard, 
moveable,  without  adheiion  or  pain,  and  by 
its  not  being  accompanied  with  any  of  the 
troublefome  fymptoms  which  we  have  men¬ 
tioned,  The  malignant  king’s-evil  fhews  it- 
felf  by  the  bignefs  of  the  tumour,  its  hardnefs 
and  adheiion,  by  the  livid  or  red  colour  that 
comes  on,  by  the  pain  that  is  felt  therein,  by 
the  calloufnefs  of  the  edges  of  the  ulcer  re- 
fulting  therefrom ;  and  when  it  comes  to  a 
fuppuration,  by  its  obftinacy  againft  the  effi¬ 
cacy  of  remedies,  and  the  fatal  fymptoms 
that  accompany  it.  We  find  that  all  the  dif- 
eaies  of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking,  ac¬ 
knowledge  a  fcrophulous  virus  for  their  caufe, 
when  we  know  that  the  parents  have  had 
venereal  difeafes,  or  when  they,  or  their  other 
children,  have  either  been,  or  are  now  at¬ 
tacked  with  the  king’s-evil  •  or  when  the 
perfons  a  lie  died  have  lived  with  fcrophulous 
perfbns  $  or  when  their  difeafe  is  accompanied 

with 
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with  fwolen  and  hard  glands  in  the  neck, 
arm-pits,  and  groins,  or  with  cold  tumours 
in  other  parts  of  the  body. 

Prognofiick .  The  benign  or  Ample  king’s- 
evil,  may  be  cured  in  the  beginning  by  pro¬ 
per  remedies,  efpecially  if  it  attack  the  con¬ 
globate  glands,  if  moveable,  fuperficial,  and 
not  very  hard  :  that  which  attacks  the  joints, 
tendons,  ligaments,  and  the  bones  that  are 
near  the  large  veffels,  or  comprefs  the  tra- 
chasa,  the  cefophagus,  is  very  troublefome  and 
hard  to  cure  :  the  internal  king’s-evil  is  a 
great  deal  more  dangerous  than  the  external, 
for  no  remedy  can  be  immediately  applied 
thereto  ;  and  when  it  comes  to  an  abfcefs,  it 
is  mortal.  It  may  be  faid,  that  there  is  no 
chronical  difeafe  which  is  more  dangerous, 
and  lets  fubjefl:  to  the  efficacy  of  remedies, 
than  the  malignant  king's-evil ;  it  is  com¬ 
monly  the  plague  of  the  perfons  affiidfed  with 
it,  and  the  reproach  of  phyficians :  it  is, 
however,  more  or  lefs  troubleiome,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  progrefs  it  has  made,  the  parts  it 
attacks,  and  the  temperament  of  the  pati¬ 
ents  :  it  does  great  havock  in  fuch  as  are  bi¬ 
lious  or  melancholy.  The  tartarous  mole- 
cute,  with  which  their  blood  is  impregnated, 
uniting  with  the  fcrophulous  virus,  render  it 
flill  more  corrofive,  capable  of  producing  a 
caries  in  the  bones,  and  caufing  fiftulous  or 
cancerous  ulcers.  The  kingVevil,  accom¬ 
panied  with  the  troublefome  difeafes  which 
we  have  already  mentioned,  admit  at  moil 
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but  of  a  palliative  cure  ;  that  which  is  here¬ 
ditary,  or  fomented  by  the  vitioufnefs  of  the 
humours  in  a  cacochymical  conftitution,  does 
not  yield  but  with  a  great  deal  of  difficulty ; 
and  often,  after  being  cured  in  one  place,  it 
breaks  out  with  greater  fury  in  another. 
When  it  difappears  of  itfelf,  it  is  very  much 
to  be  dreaded  5  the  fcrophulous  vims  mixing 
again  with  the  blood,  does  not  fail  to  throw 
itfelf  upon  the  lungs,  the  mefentery,  or  fome 
other  vifcus,  and  to  caufe  internal  abfceffes,  a 
flow  fever,  or  fome  other  fatal  accident.  An 
ulcerous  king’s-evil  is  harder  to  cure  than 
that  which  is  not  fo ;  if  it  become  fiflulous 
or  cancerous,  it  is  very  obftinate,  and  hard  to 
£ure. 

A  general  cure  for  the  king' s-  evil. 

All  the  remedies  in  general  which  multi¬ 
ply  the  natural  fpirits,  and  augment  their 
force,  purify  the  blood,  and  foften  the  hu¬ 
mours,  are  Sovereign  remedies  for  preventing 
and  curing  thefe  ulcers :  but  in  order  to  give 
a  proper  method  for  this  cure,  and  fhew  the 
particular  and  fpecifick  remedies,  we  will 
farther  add,  that  as  this  cure  depends  upon 
removing,  or  at  leaft  diminiAung  the  nitrous 
fait  which  has  been  gathered  together  be¬ 
yond  meafure  in  our  natural  balfam,  this  fait 
being  the  only  antecedent  caufe  of  this  dif- 
order,  we  mufl  firft  of  all  begin  by  following 
a  proper  regimen,  and  only  ufing  mild  food, 
that  contains  but  little  fait,  and  little  tarta- 

rous 
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tons  excrements,  of  eafy  digeftion,  and  fpi- 
ritous ;  and  afterwards  purging  every  full 
moon,  either  with  our  antimonial  powder 
of  Grimaldi’s,  from  twelve  to  fifteen  or  thirty 
grains,  according  to  the  age  and  temperament 
of  the  patient;  or  with  the  prepared  and 
precipitated  mercury  with  rectified  oil  of 
vitriol,  or  oil  of  fulphur,  by  cohobating  three 
or  four  times  the  diftillation,  which  muff  af¬ 
terwards  be  thoroughly  edulcorated  by  feveral 
repeated  lotions  made  with  common,  fo ft, 
and  clear  water,  until  the  whole  acrimony, 
and  tin&ure  of  the  oil  of  vitriol,  or  fulphur, 
be  taken  away.  The  dofe  is  to  be  from 
twelve  to  fifteen  grains,  incorporated  with 
confer ve  of  rofes.  If,  before  precipitating 
your  mercury,  you  make  an  amalgama  with 
pure  gold,  and  fix  it,  or  at  leaft  coagulate  it 
with  mineral  oils,  as  we  have  already  fhewn, 
the  remedy  will  become  more  powerful,  and 
the  purging  more  falutary.  One  may,  if  the 
indication  require  it,  let  blood  of  the  patient, 
in  proportion  to  his  prefen t  ftate,  his  age, 
and  ftrength,  either  before  or  after  the  purge. 

This  method  is  excellent  and  fufficient, 
when  a  perfon  can  patiently  wait  the  cure 
which  nature  herfelf  accomplices,  when  fhe 
is  afiifted  by  the  regimen  and  remedies  which 
we  have  fhewn :  but  when  the  cure  of  the 
difeafe  is  preffing,  and  one  wants  to  be  deli¬ 
vered  from  it,  before  it  make  confiderable 
and  fudden  progrefs,  before  the  ulcers  be¬ 
come  large,  numerous,  and  very  apparent  on 

the 
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the  parts  of  the  body  expofed  to  view ;  and 
as,  by  reafon  of  one’s  fituation  and  affairs,  he 
is  obliged  to  appear  in  publick,  and  is  afraid 
of  the  fhame  which  the  difeafe  occaflons 
from  the  difguft  it  gives,  and  the  appre hen- 
lion  of  the  confequences  which  thofe  are  un¬ 
der,  who  know  that  we  are  attacked  with  it, 
we  mull,  in  this  cafe,  proceed  to  the  cure  by 
a  fpeedier  way,  but  with  the  fame  remedies, 
and  upon  the  fame  principles.  Wherefore 
following  the  fame  regimen,  and  ufing  the 
fame  food,  which  we  have  fhewn  above,  the 
patient  is  to  be  purged,  three  days  running, 
with  the  purge  already  mentioned,  either  our 
golden,  pills,  or  our  mercury  precipitated 
with  oil  of  vitriol  or  fulphur  •  after  which  is 
to  be  applied  upon  the  ulcer,  or  the  part  af¬ 
fected,  when  it  is  not  open,  and  the  ulcer 
has  not  broke  outwardly,  a  plaifter  made  of 
Paracelfus’s  magnetick  ointment,  the  compo- 
iition  of  which  is  this : 

Take  of  orpiment  and  arfenick  together 
one  ounce  ;  fulphur  and  crude  antimony  pow¬ 
dered,  an  ounce  of  each ;  the  whole  mixed 
together :  you  fhall  put  it  into  a  glafs  veffel 
luted,  to  diffolve  and  digeft  on  the  fire  for  a 
good  hour ;  take  it  off  the  fire, after  this,  and 
let  it  cool.  You  will  have  a  black  and  {hi¬ 
lling  mafs,  which  is  what  they  call  the  arfe- 
nical  magnet  of  Paracelfus :  take  an  ounce  of 
this  compofition,  and  having  reduced  it  to  a 
fine  powder,  or  an  alcohol,  you  will  put  it 
to  the  plaifter  of  fulphur,  of  which  you  fhall 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  31- 
make  a  marvelous  and  fovereign  plaifter,  to 
remove  and  root  out,  without  pain  or  danger,, 
all  forts  of  fcrophula’s,  whether  ulcerated  or 
not,  yet  dill  nodous  and  tophaceous,  and  that 
in  the  fpace  of  a  month  or  fix  weeks.  When 
all  the  kingVevil  is  removed,  the  wound  mud: 
be  healed  up  and  cicatrized  ;  and  to  bring  the 
part  to  its  natural  date,  you  mud  apply  there¬ 
to  fome  of  our  folar  balfam,  and  like  wife 
purge  the  patient,  from  time  to  time,  with 
our  golden  pills. 

But  our  genuine  and  perfect  philofophical 
quinteflences,  will  perform  the  cure  in  a  much 
gentler,  fhorter,  and  more  com  pleat  manner. 
Thofe  which  are  fpecificks  for  this  difeafe, 
may  be  taken  from  thefe  three  fpecies  of  the 
animal  kingdom,  the  quinteflences  of  human 
blood,  thofe  of  deer's  flefb,  and  thofe  of 
wolf’s  fled).  Thofe  of  the  vegetable  king¬ 
dom  are  of  poppy,  centaury,  comfrey,  the 
birth-worts,  figwort,  and  hellebore.  And 
thofe  of  the  mineral  kingdom,  are  the  mar- 
cafites  of  gold,  of  orpiment,  and  antimony. 
Laftly,  thofe  of  mercury,  nitre,  and  common 
fait,  taken  inwardly,  or  applied  outwardly. 
As  to  all  thefe  quinteflences,  not  only  how 
to  make  them  accurately,  but  to  life  them 
falutarily,  fee  La  myrothecie  fpagirique  of 
Peter- John  Fabre,  a  phyfician  of  the  faculty 
at  Montpellier,  1.  j,  2,  and  3.  All  thefe 
quinteflences  we  will  give  in  a  particular 
chapter. 


Of 
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Of  all  theft  quinteffences,  the  greateft  fpe* 
cifick  againft  the  king’s-evil,  is  that  of  mer¬ 
cury,  especially  if  thereto  be  added  a  little 
of  the  quinteffence  of  human  blood,  and  like- 
wife  of  the  oil  of  gold,  if  one  will :  but  with¬ 
out  theft  excellent  additions,  the  oil  or  quin¬ 
teffence  of  mercury,  prepared  according  to 
art,  with  a  good  and  true  fpirit  of  fait,  ani¬ 
mated  with  the  alcohol  of  wine,  and  the 
pure  folar  fpirit,  is  highly  valuable :  our  neu¬ 
tral  fait  is  atfo  a  fpecifick  in  this  difeafe ;  we 
fhall  give  it  hereafter,  when  we  come  to 
treat  of  our  particular  method.  This  fait 
furpaffes  all  others,  in  correcting  and  deftroy- 
ing,  without  bad  fymptoms  and  danger,  all 
the  corruption  and  furcharge  of  humours, 
with  their  preternatural  excefs  of  fait,  of  what 
nature  and  kind  foever,  and  at  the  fame  time 
in  blunting  the  acrimony  of  that  which  re¬ 
mains  behind.  This  admirable  fait  repairs  the 
decays  of  nature,  removes  diforders,  cures 
diftafes,  confolidates  wounds,  and  cicatrifes 
ulcers,  in  a  manner,  as  to  be  the  moil  fove- 
reign,  the  moft  infallible,  and  moft  fpecifick 
remedy  in  nature,  for  effecting  a  compleat 
and  perfect  cure  of  the  fcrophula,  either  re¬ 
cent  or  inveterate,  ulcerated  or  not  ulcerated. 

Let  us  at  prefent,  before  we  come  to  our 
particular  method,  examine  the  fcrophulous 
diforders  that  have  hitherto  been  obferved, 
with  the  remedies  ufed  for  them ;  and  let  us 
chufe  among  them  fuch  as  have  been  ima¬ 
gined  to  be  the  beft,  and  which  have  had 
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the  mod  fhare  of  reputation ;  to  be  able  to 
make  a  juft  parallel,  and  to  determine  in  our 
favour,  and  confequently  in  favour  of  the 
publick,  fince  it  is  from  the  preference  and 
ufe  of  thefe  remedies  alone,  patients  ought 
to  expedt  a  quick,  an  eafy,  and  a  radical  cure. 

An  Article, 

Containing  the  pradlice  of  the  ancients  and 
moderns ,  with  the  remedies  ufed  for  the 
cure  of  the  fcrophula  and  cold  humours . 

Galen,  in  the  third  book  of  his  method, 
recommends,  for  the  cure  of  this  difeafe,  the 
ufe  of  the  theriaca,  tanfy,  ambrofia,  water- 
calamint :  thefe  remedies  cannot  fail  of  be¬ 
ing  very  good,  as  coming  from  the  hands  of 
fo  great  a  mafter ;  but  they  are  far  from  be¬ 
ing  fufficient  for  the  cure  of  a  difeafe  fo  ob- 
ftinate  and  ftubborn  as  the  inveterate  fcro¬ 
phula  ;  we  need  remedies  more  abfive,  and 
more  vigorous,  for  cleaning  the  primse  vke, 
and  clearing  the  fluids,  charged  with  fcro- 
phulous  falts  and  ferments. 

Avicenna  would  have  an  abftinence  obser¬ 
ved  from  all  grofs  foods,  recommends  living 
foberly,  not  drinking  cold  liquors,  but  mode¬ 
rately  of  good  wine,  aluminous  and  fulphu- 
rated  waters. 

Arnoldus  de  Villa  Nova  advifes  alfo  the 
ufe  of  mineral  waters,  chiefly  thofe  that  tafte 
of  tartar ;  the  neceffitv  of  purging  the  hu¬ 
mours  downwards,  and  difcharging  them 
t  fometimes 
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fhmetimes  by  bleeding,  as  is  found  needful  % 
the  ufe  of  diuretieks,  for  evacuating  the  fu- 
perfluous  ferofities  by  urine;  the  ufe  of  re* 
folvents,  which  rarify  the  humours,  as  tur- 
bith  and  ginger  ;  he  befides  recommends  the 
root  of  figwort  in  powder,  given  in  the  dofe 
of  a  fcruple. 

Rhafis,  a  bold  practitioner  of  his  time,  ufed 
perhaps  with  too  much  confidence,  and  in 
too  large  a  dofe,  carduus,  ivy,  the  pills  of 
agarick  and  the  greater  hermodadtil. 

Guy  de  Chauliac,  who  is  of  the  opinion 
of  Avicenna  and  Raymund  Lully,  propofes, 
on  his  own  authority,  the  decoctions  of  figl 
wort,  dropwort,  burnet,  hawkweed,  and  red- 
cabbage,  of  each  two  handfuls,  chopped  and 
boiled  for  fome  hours,  in  white- wine,  to  half 
the  quantity,  adding  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
virgin  honey,  for  the  patient  to  take,  every 
three  days,  a  dofe  of  between  five  and  fix 
ounces. 

Planis  Campy,  a  good  chemift,  but  who 
perhaps  is  chargeable  with  a  neglect  of  the 
other  effential  parts  of  phyfick,  and  of  in¬ 
forming  himfeif  duly  of  the  animal  (Economy, 
in  order  to  underftand  the  true  caufe  of  the 
diforder,  afcribes  the  caufe  of  fcrophulous  tu¬ 
mours,  to  an  Humour  dillilling  from  the 
brain;  this  explication  is  too  general,  and 
lays  not  enough  of  the  matter. 

But  if  Planis  Campy  underftood  not  the 
foul  ce  of  the  diforder,  he  yet  underftood  its 
nature,  and  the  proper  remedies  for  it,  which 
"f*  doubtlefs 
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doubtlefs  is  the  moft  eftential  thing.  This 
chemift  recommends,  for  the  cure  of  fcro- 
phula’s,  his  mercurius  vit£E,  which  purges 
upwards  and  downwards,  and  provokes  fweat, 
and  which  is  a  good  remedy,  when  well  pre¬ 
pared  and  ordered  by  an  able  artift  5  for  we 
have  feen  fome  quacks  of  our  days,  •  who, 
under  the  veil  of  myftery,  would  make  a  fe- 
cret  of  this  remedy,  and  pretend  to  make 
their  fortune  by  it.  They  have  indeed 
ufed  it  fo  indifcretely,  as  often  to  have  caufed 
very  fatal  effe&s  to  the  patients.  Let  this  be 
laid,  in  paliage,  to  fhew  the  little  dependence 
there  is  to  be  made  on  thefe  people  of  pre¬ 
tended  fecrets,  who,  for  the  moft  part,  rum¬ 
mage  old  mufty  books  for  fome  remedies, 
which  they  fail  not  to  fpoil  in  the  very  com- 
pofition,  and  who  without  choice,  without 
ikill,  without  art,  difcernment,  and  experi¬ 
ence,  make  ufe  of  them  indifcriminately,  and 
commit,  in  fome  meafure,  an  aflaffinate  upon 
the  poor  patients,  previoufly  drawing  their 
money  from  them,  having  the  precaution  to 
exadl  upon  them  before-hand.  And  after 
this,  can  any  one  be  difpleafed  with  what 
M.  Aftruc  fays  of  fnch  people. 

It  is  not  only  in  France  that  thefe  vermin 
are  produced,  they  are  the  growth  of  every 
age,  and  of  every  country  ;  and  I  cannot  for¬ 
bear  relating  here  what  Dr.  Walter  Harris 
fays  of  them,  in  his  treatife  of  venereal  dif- 
eafes,  printed  at  London  in  1705.  With 
refpedt,  fays  he,  to  thefe  importers,  whoT 

without 
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without  knowledge,  and  under  favour  of 
fome  pretended  fecret,  promife,  by  an  eafy 
and  compendious  method,  an  infallible  cure  5 
I  cannot  help  thinking  fuch  fellows  deferve  a 
good  found  cudgelling,  rather  than  to  be  treat¬ 
ed  with  the  ceremony  and  formality  of  argu¬ 
ment,  and  to  have  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
giftrate  employed  againft  them,  to  inflidt  the 
punifhments  they  juftly  merit  •  as  fitter  for  a 
halter,  in  quality  of  publick  infulters,  than 
to  be  oppofed  by  folid  reafons,  and  the  force 
of  decifive  arguments. 

But  let  us  return  to  Planis  Campy  ;  he  pro- 
pofes  the  fait  of  guiajac,  the  magiftery  of  tar¬ 
tar,  the  fixed  flowers  of  antimony,  the  be- 
zoar  mineral,  folar,  jovial,  and  mercurial.  In 
fine,  this  author,  after  having  deferibed,  in 
his  manner,  the  means  of  deftroying  the  an¬ 
tecedent  caufe,  which  gives  rife  to,  and  fo¬ 
ments  the  fcrophula,  and  the  method  of  re¬ 
moving  the  concomitants,  gives  an  ample 
defeription  of  feveral  good  remedies,  fuch  as 
the  quinteflence  of  pearls,  a  fudorific  ptifan, 
his  mercurius  vitae,  his  panacea  of  fulphur,  or 
cinnabar  of  antimony,  and  other  remedies, 
which  may  be  feen  in  this  author,  and  which 
it  would  be  too  tedious  and  unufeful  to  re¬ 
late  here,  as  his  book  is  published,  and  in 
every  body’s  hands. 

Others  employ,  for  the  cure  of  this  dif- 
eafe,  calcined  pumice-ftone,  crabs-eyes,  co¬ 
rals,  diaphoretick  antimony,  the  anti-hedlick 
of  Poterius,  and  the  like  abforbents.  Some,  '• 

with 
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with  a  view  of  fweetening  the  blood  and 
lymph,  of  rendering  them  more  fluid,  and 
removing  the  obftrudtions  of  the  mefentery, 
recommend  twenty  drops  of  a  volatile,  aro¬ 
matic,  oily  fpirit,  or  the  fame  quantity  of  an¬ 
timony,  in  a  glafs  of  the  decodtion  of  the 
woods  every  morning  for  two  months.  Scul- 
tetus  greatly  efteems  the  eledtuary  made  with 
the  powder  of  lizard  and  honey,  to  be  taken 
every  morning,  for  two  months,  the  quantity 
of  a  nutmeg.  Neufneieux  orders,  as  a  fpeci- 
fick,  the  decodtion  of  the  root  of  fwallow- 
wort,  to  be  continued,  according  to  this  au¬ 
thor,  for  a  long  time  5  others,  viper  broths. 
Gabriel  Fallopius  commends  the  root  of  the 
fmaller  holly  in  powder,  and  taken  in  wine 
in  the  dofe  of  a  dram,  with  ten  grains  of  the 
powder  of  the  root  of  the  iris  or  flower-de- 
lys,  for  forty  days  together. 

Mr.  Boyle  commends  the  plant  called  pa¬ 
ronychia,  or  mountain-knot- grafs,  infufed  in 
fmall-beer,  and  taken  for  forne  days ;  Za- 
cutus  Lufitanus,  the  unguent  made  with  the 
root  of  briony  ;  M.  Didier  is  for  bathing  and 
mercurial  fridtions,  in  fmall  dofes,  at  proper 
intervals.  In  fine,  I  fhould  never  have  done, 
were  I  to  recite  the  feveral  opinions,  the  dif¬ 
ferent  remedies,  and  the  different  methods, 
that  have  been  pradtifed  and  ufed  for  this 
diftemper :  but  that  which  was  mo  ft  in  vogue 
and  reputation  in  France,  and  efpecially  at 
Paris,  is  a  preparation  of  diaphoretick  anti¬ 
mony,  known  under  the  name  of  Routrou’s 

Y  powder, 


22  A  Treatise  on 
powder,  a  furgeon  of  St.  Cyr,  who  firft 
ukd  it,  or  at  leaft  revived  its  ufe,  and  which 
confifts  of  the  aurifick  tin&ure  of  Bafil  Va¬ 
lentine,  the  aurifick  elixir,  the  great  refol- 
vent  of  Paracelfus,  the  alkaheft  of  Vanhel- 
mont,  the  alkali  of  the  lieur  Routrou,  and 
the  pafte  or  purging  pill ;  which  can  only  go 
down  with  the  ignorant,  by  means  of  the 
pompous  names  of  great  authors,  with  which 
Routrou  has  thought  fit  to  adorn  his  remedy : 
for  as  M.  Aftruc  very  judicioufly  remarks, 
this  remedy,  like  moll  others,  which  gain  for 
ome  time  the  greateft  elogies  of  the  credu¬ 
lous  and  predicated  publick,  has  more  re¬ 
putation  than  real  good  effect.  Its  compofi- 
tion,  and  the  manner  of  ufing  it,  are  fo  ex- 
a£l!y  deferibed  in  Aftruc  and  Col  de  Villars, 

that  I  forbear  charging  this  treatife  with 
them. 

External  remedies . 

It  is  certain,  that  the  external  remedies 
pioper  in  fcrophula’s  fhould  tend  to  their 
ie  o  uuon,  their  confumption,  or  extirpation  : 
ojl  wiat  extraordinary  and  inhuman  me¬ 
thods  are  not  ufed  to  accomplifh  this  ?  I  for¬ 
bear  rehearfing  them  all,  as  they  caufe  too 
much  horror ;  the  knife,  the  fire,  all  are  ufed 
therein,  and  very  often  unfuccefsfully,  the 
patient  expiring  amidft  racking  tortures.  I 
wi  here  draw  the  vail,  and  confine  myfelf, 
i!1  8ei1fiai  to  relate  fimply  fome  of  the  beft 
remedies  which  may  be  reafonably  ufed. 

,  .  Such 
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Such  are  refolutives,  the  diabotanum  Am¬ 
ple  or  mercurified,  the  emplaifter  of  Vigo 
with  mercury,  the  emplaifter  diachilon  gum- 
mated,  malaxed  with  equal  parts  of  the  em¬ 
plaifter  of  mucilage,  and  mixed  with  an  equal 
quantity  of  quicklilver,  extinguiffied  with 
fpittle,  and  a  little  philofophical  oil,  the  em¬ 
plaifter  of  Nuremberg,  the  aromatick  wine, 
camomile,  melilot,  and  a  little  fal  armoniac, 

,  or  refolutive  cataplafms. 

The  ableft  phyficians  and  furgeons  are 
agreed,  that  when  there  are  many  fcrophu- 
lous  tumours,  neither  impoftumated,  nor  ul¬ 
cerated,  that  it  is  dangerous  to  apply  topicks ; 
that  by  intending  to  refolve  them,  the  great 
quantity  of  virulent  humours,  which  caufe 
them,  would  be  forced  back  into  the  mafs  of 
blood ;  which  would  not  fail  to  bring  on 
fome  uneafy  fymptom  :  or  though  they  came 
to  fuppuration,  the  ulcers  refulting  would  be 
of  very  difficult  cure. 

"Tis  for  this  reafon,  the  moft  prudent  are 
content  to  apply  raw  wmol  freffi  clipp'd,  and 
to  keep  them  very  warm  ;  and  it  is  not  with¬ 
out  example,  that  by  this  means  alone,  toge¬ 
ther  with  the  ufe  of  internal  remedies,  the 
moft  confiderable  fcrophula’s  have  been  cured, 
’Tis  only,  therefore,  after  trying  thefe  inno¬ 
cent  remedies,  and  that  they  are  obferved  to 
prove  unfuccefsful,  that  we  may  venture  to 
attempt  the  refolution,  when  we  fee  the  fcro- 
phula's  are  difpofed  to  fuppuration.  Here 
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follow  the  unguents,  which  are  ufed  for  that 
purpofe. 

Take  of  oil  of  laurel  and  myrtle,  of  each 
half  an  ounce ;  unguentum  martiatum,  an 
ounce ;  of  mercury  killed  with  flowers  of 
lulphur,  aethiops  mineral,  fix  drams  •>  mix  the 
whole  well  5  or  take  an  emplaifter  of  meli- 
lot,  viper-fat,  and  oil  of  camomile,  of  each 
equal  parts,  which  muft  be  melted  together. 

Rulandus,  in  his  centuries,  extols  the  em- 
plaftrum  diafulphuris  ;  Borellus  commends 
the  oil  of  toads ;  Aquapendente  that  of  lau¬ 
rel,  cerufs,  roch-alum  and  brandy.  There 
are  many  authors  who  are  for  the  fympathe- 
tick  remedies,  or  amulets  of  an  occult  virtue, 
fuch  as  the  roots  of  fharp-pointed  dock  wore 
about  the  patient’s  neck,  crefs-feed,  the 
burnt  hoof  of  an  afs,  the  afhes  of  weafels 
mixed  with  the  caft  ikin  of  a  ferpent,  &c. 
If  thefe  remedies  do  no  good,  they  can  do 
no  harm ;  but  one  muft  be  extremely  filly 
to  pay  any  regard  to  fuch  trumpery. 

We  have  elfe where  laid,  that  figwort  was 
very  good  in  a  cataplafm ;  but  I  fet  bounds 
to  myfelf  on  this  head,  that  I  may  not  ftufif 
this  treatife  with  ufelefs  cataplaftns  and  em- 
plaifters.  As  to  that  of  Mufitanus,  he  pro- 
pofes  it  as  the  moft  efficacious  remedy  for 
bringing  to  maturation,  not  only  fcrophula’s, 
but  even  all  forts  of  tumours  $  whatever  be 
in  that,  here  it  follows  : 

Take  three  pounds  of  common  oil,  make 
k  boil  to  the  confumption  of  the  humidity ; 

2  the 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  325 
the  roots  of  pond-reeds  and  white-lilies  clean¬ 
ed,  and  fhred  fmall  or  pounded,  of  each  three 
ounces ;  roots  of  althaea,  an  ounce  and  a  half ; 
ftrain  the  decodtion,  and  add  cerufs  to  it  in 
fine  powder,  three  ounces,  prepared  tutty 
half  an  ounce :  boil  the  mixture  to  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  an  emplaifter,  ftirring  it  continu¬ 
ally  with  a  fpatula  $  afterwards  melt  therein 
three  ounces  of  wax,  and  the  veffel  being  off 
the  fire,  mix  in  two  drams  of  black  balfam 
of  Peru. 

When  fcrophulous  tumours  are  confidera- 
bly  inflamed,  and  become  very  painful,  an 
emollient  and  anodyne  cataplafm  is  applied. 
When  the  whole  is  refolved,  and  without 
hardnefs,  ’tis  here  the  tragedy  begins ;  I  mean 
the  inhuman  and  painful  treatment ;  the  ab- 
fcefs  is  opened,  if  any  gland  remains  therein, 
whether  the  pus  could  not  confume  it,  or 
whether  the  tumour  opened  too  foon  of  it- 
fclf;  the  cauftic  is  applied,  or  trochifks  of 
fublimate.  And  as  it  is  with  reafon  appre¬ 
hended,  that  thefe  glands  keep  up  a  com¬ 
munication  with  the  blood  and  lymphatic 
veffels,  and  that  they  fupply  a  faline  lympha, 
which  would  prevent  the  cicatrifing  of  the 
ulcer,  and  render  it  fiftulous,  care  is  taken  to 
confume  them  all :  the  cauftic  is  ufed,  the 
efchar  is  cut  to  the  quick,  in  order  to  apply 
a  like  emplaifter  to  it,  and  this  is  continued 
till  all  is  confumed  ;  then  the  efchar  is  made 
to  drop  off  with  a  digeftive,  or  frefti  butter ; 
the  ulcer  is  deterged  with  unguentum  apofto- 
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lorum,  and  balfam  Darcus ;  after  this,  a  mun- 
dificative  of  parfley  is  ufed. 

In  order  to  carry  away  the  fcrophulous 
glands,  the  fkin  is  laid  bare  at  the  firft  as 
deep  as  the  gland,  by  means  of  the  cauftick ; 
an  incifion  is  made  upon  it  with  the  lancet 
and  two  or  three  trochifks  of  corrofive  fubli- 
mate,  prepared  in  the  following  manner  are 
applied. 

Take  of  corrofive  fublimate,  an  ounce  5 
opium,  dried  upon  an  iron  plate,  half  an 
ounce ;  make  a  powder,  to  be  incorporated 
in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  mucilage,  and  gum 
tragacantb,  and  form  a  mafs,  of  which  you 
will  make  trochifks  of  the  fize  of  a  fmall 
ball. 

I  he  trochifk  is  left  on  for  twelve  or  fifteen 
hours;  after  fome  days  the  gland  fhould 
come  to  maturation,  and  turn  black ;  if  it  is 
not  fufficiently  burnt,  there  is  Hill  made  an¬ 
other  incifion  till  it  bleeds,  and  a  frefh  tro- 
chifk.  is  applied,  which  compleats  the  de- 
fl l'u d ion  of  all  the  ligaments  of  the  gland. 

When  the  glands  are  burnt,  we  commonly 
wait  till  they  detach  or  feparate  by  fuppura- 
ticn,  without  roicibly  pulling  them  away; 
tins  is  the  i  eafon  of  drefimg  the  ulcer  with 
bafihcon,  and  emplaflrum  de  mucilagine  over 
it ;  ix  theie  is  an  inflammation,  an  emollient 
pataplafm  is  applied.  After  the  gland  drops 
out,  the  ulcer  is  deterged  with  mundifica- 
tjves  ox  parfley ;  the  proud  and  fuperfluous 
fleih  is  confumed  with  the  lapis  infernalis,  or 
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the  red  precipitate,  or  burnt  alum,  to  deftroy 
both  root  and  branch.  At  each  dreffing  the 
part  fhould  be  wafhed  with  a  deterfive  water 
and  wine. 

If  fome  humidity  ftill  weeps  from  the 
the  part,  it  is  dried  up  with  a  little  aethiops 
mineral  mixed  with  pompholyx,  laying  over 
an  emplaftrum  de  Vigo  quadruplicatum  with 
mercury.  , 

Independently  of  thefe  methods,  which  I 
have  juft  related,  as  the  moft  perfect,  and 
which  are  pradtifed  and  in  ufe  at  this  day ; 
there  is  another  which  fome  practitioners  ob- 
ferve  $  I  jfhall  rehearfe  it  very  fummarily, 
and  thereby  the  reader  will  be  fully  inftrudted, 
and  in  cafe  to  decide,  which  is  the  beft  me¬ 
thod,  and  which  remedies  are  the  moft  falu* 
tary,  moft  efficacious,  and  lefs  dangerous. 

This  method  for  extirpating  the  fcrophu- 
lous  glands,  confifts  in  making  a  longitudinal 
incifion  upon  the  tumour,  and  fkilfully,  with 
a  fcalpel,  to  detach  the  gland  and  its  fcirrhus, 
in  order  to  extirpate  them,  obferving  not  to 
hurt  the  veflels  and  nerves.  When  an  ar¬ 
tery,  any  thing  conliderable,  happens  to  be 
opened,  a  ligature  is  made  upon  it  3  if  the 
artery  be  but  fmall,  ’tis  enough  to  apply  a 
button  of  vitriol,  or  to  comprefs  it. 

I  finifh  this  difcuffion,  with  relating  fome 
obfervations  of  Meff.  Col.  de  Villars  and  Am*, 
brofe  Pareus  made  thereon. 

This  method  of  extirpating  fcrophulous 
glands  by  cauftics,  or  the  knife,  fays  M.  Col. 
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de  Villars,  is  dangerous,  when  the  fcrophu- 
la’s  are  found  fattened  to  the  afpera  arteria, 
or  upon  the  tendons,  or  near  fome  large  vef- 
fels,  bad  fymptoms  may  enfue. 

Though  M.  Col  de  Villars,  whofe  very 
words  I  have  juft  recited,  be  a  man  of  abi¬ 
lities,  yet  I  find  him  too  cold  and  indifferent 
with  refpedt  to  the  method  of  violent  cau- 
ftics,  incifions,  and  amputations,  operations 
ever  cruel,  highly  dangerous,  often  uncer¬ 
tain  and  unufeful. 

Ambrofe  Pareus,  a  prudent  and  great  prac¬ 
titioner,  is  not  for  laying  open  fcrophulous 
tumours,  and  particularly  upon  the  firft  ap¬ 
pearance  of  pus ;  and  he  gives  this  reafon, 
and  thews  the  ufelefnefs  of  this  method,  and 
the  injury  it  caufes  to  the  cure.  It  is  cer¬ 
tain,  fays  he,  that  the  laying  bare  the  part, 
prevents  the  reft  to  fuppurate ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  the  little  pus,  which  is  in  the  wound, 
not  being  difcharged,  furprifingly  promotes 
the  fuppuration  of  the  matter  which  remains 
at  the  bottom  of  the  abfcefs,  or  which  is  not 
yet  fuppuratedj  and  he  further  fays,  very 
fenfibly,  that  if  this  abfcefs  be  laid  open  be¬ 
fore  all  the  matter  is  turned  to  pus,  the  na¬ 
tural  heat  is  evaporated  by  the  diflipation  of 
the  fpirits,  and  the  accefs  of  the  air.  Thefe 
reflections  are  very  judicious  and  mafterly, 
and  cannot  be  enough  commended. 

M.  Dubois,  who  certainly  underftood  the 
matter  we  are  upon,  and  who  moreover  had 
a  courfe  of  great  experience,  is  of  the  fame 

opinion 
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opinion  with  Pareus  -y  and  he  adds,  that  the 
opening  of  fcrophula’s  does  in  nothing  pro¬ 
mote  their  cure,  efpecialiy  when  performed 
with  incifive  inftruments. 

This  dodtrine  is  founded  upon  that  of 
Hippocrates,  who  inftrudts  us  that  the  cold 
air  is  hurtful  to  wounds  in  general  $  a  thing 
confirmed  to  us  by  experience. 

As  to  the  topicks  thought  proper  in  fcro- 
phula’s,  they  are  of  too  feeble  an  aid,  un- 
lefs  internals,  fuch  as  we  fhall  diredt  in  our 
method,  have  preceded. 

In  efFedl,  to  what  end  is  it  to  lay  open 
fcrophula’s,  to  teaze  and  disfigure  a  patient, 
in  other  refpedts  unhappy  enough  ?  Scro- 
phula’s  come  to  open  iufficiently  of  them- 
felves  it  is  true  that,  fometimes,  the  ouver- 
tures,  which  happen  naturally,  are  very  fmall, 
and  that  only  the  more  fluid  matter  is  dis¬ 
charged,  and  that,  without  opening  them  by 
art,  and  laying  bare  the  bottom  of  the  ulcers, 
the  topical  remedies,  proper  to  mundify 
them,  cannot  immediately  be  applied,  nor 
the  ligature  of  the  glands  be  performed, 
when  feparated  and  diflindl,  to  accelerate  the 
cure ;  but  it  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  that 
this  extremity  of  method  fhould  not  be  tried 
till  after  having  deftroyed  the  antecedent 
caufe,  by  the  means  of  our  remedies ;  that 
done,  it  will  be  very  eafy  to  remove  the 
concomitants  of  the  ulcerated  parts,  in  fpite 
of  the  intemperature  of  the  place  affedted. 
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This  matter  is  of  that  importance,  and  I 
would  throw  fuch  light  upon  it,  that  I  can¬ 
not  help  repeating  fome  things ;  yet  I  will 
not  deny,  that  my  oppofition  to  incifions 

may,  in  fome  cafes,  be  a  bar  to  a  radical 
cure. 

In  effed,  there  are  fometimes  found  fcro- 
phulous  abfceiles,  when  good  internal  reme¬ 
dies  have  not  been  feafonably  enough  ad- 
miniftered,  where  the  corrofive  matter  has 
made  itfelf  a  paffage  through  one  or  more 
apertures,  which  render  the  ulcer  fiftulous, 
and  where  the  fltin  encompafling  the  aper— 
tui  es  Oi  the  ulcers,  is  livid,  of  a  leaden  and 
dead  hue ;  I  own,  that  it  is  then  to  the  pur- 
pofe  to  extirpate  all  this  ufelefs  dead  fkin,  and 
tindured  with  a  bad  juice,  the  better  to  mun- 
dify  the  ulcers,  incarnate  and  cicatrife  them. 
But  once  more,  a  judicious  diftindion  muft 
be  made  on  the  nature  and  fituation  of  thefe 
ulcers ;  for  if  they  are  attended  with  callofi- 
ties,  are  fituated  on  the  confines  of  the  joints, 
or  very  near  them,  the  ouvertures  made  by 
ait,  far  from  fuiting  their  cure,  often  rankle 
and  uritate  them,  and  retard  the  progrefs  of 
their  cure,  and  therefore  are  to  be  avoided. 

I  am  perfuaded  that  the  purulent  matter  of 
fcrophula  s  is  highly  acrid  and  corrofive,  and 
that  by  its  ftay  it  can  induce  a  change  on  the 
moft  folid  parts  themfelves :  but  that  matter, 
of  what  nature  foever  it  be,  does  it  make  a 
lefs  progrefs  after  the  incifions,  for  laying 
open  the  ulcers,  and  dilating  all  their  finus’s  ? 

No, 
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No,  experience  is  on  the  other  fide  ;  for  there 
are  cafes  wherein,  by  being  obftinately  bent 
to  come  at  the  heart  of  the  evil,  enormous 
ouvertures  mufl  be  made,  which  only  put  the 
patient  to  pain,  and  retard  the  cure. 

And  thus  I  cannot  forbear  perfi fling  to 
blame  the  ufe  of  amputations,  incifions,  and  all 
the  other  operations  of  the  knife,  in  the  cure 
of  fcrophula’s,  except  in  extreme  cafes  where 
we  cannot  be  off  them ;  cafes  certainly  very 
rare :  nor  fhould  ever  thefe  operations  be 
gone  upon,  without  the  advice  of  an  able 
phyfician. 

To  fhew  of  what  importance  it  is  to  avoid, 
as  much  as  poffible,  the  making  thefe  inci¬ 
fions  and  amputations,  we  need  only  attend 
of  what  confequence  it  is  to  preferve  the 
glands,  and  their  indifpenfable  neceffity  in 
the  animal  oeconomy ;  whether  we  allow  of 
the  fyflem  of  the  filtrations  or  fecretions  of 
the  juices  in  the  glands,  or  of  any  other. 

We  obferve  in  the  bodies  of  animals,  a 
great  variety  of  juices  of  a  different  nature, 
the  blood,  lymph,  fpittle,  the  flomachick, 
the  inteftinal,  the  pancreatick  juices,  the  fat, 
the  bile,  and  many  others.  The  blood  by 
much  furpaffes  all  the  others  in  quantity,  and 
it  is  that  which  produces  them  :  each  of  thefe 
liquors  is  feparated  from  the  blood  in  par¬ 
ticular  organs,  which  bear  the  name  of 
glands ;  and  the  feparation  of  each  of  thefe 
liquors  from  the  reft  of  the  blood,  has  been 
called  fecretion  by  anatomifts,  This  fecre- 

tion 
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tion  fuppofes  two  conditions,  one  on  the  part 
of  the  blood,  which  fliould  contain  parts  lit 
to  be  feparated ;  the  other,  on  the  part  of  the 
organ  5  which  Ihould  be  difpofed  in  a  man¬ 
ner,  as  to  let  pafs  certain  parts  of  the  mafs  of 
blood,  and  refufe  paffage  to  others.  But 
whatever  be  in  this  hypothelis,  let  us  return 
to  the  glands* 

Mr.  Window,  who  has  examined  the 
whole  of  this  mechanifm,  explains  it  thus  : 
A  gland,  according  to  him,  is  but  a  texture, 
or  rather  a  congeries  of  vefiels  continued  and 
complicated.  An  artery  comes  to  a  gland, 
whither  it  conveys  the  blood ;  it  divides  into 
an  infinite  number  of  fmall  fine  branches, 
which  ever  increafe  in  finefs,  till  at  length 
they  begin  again  to  grow  gradually  bigger, 
and  it  is  then  they  become  Imall  branches  of 
veins,  which  go  to  join  fome  other  vefiel  a 
little  larger,  by  which  the  blood  refbmes  the 
road  of  the  heart ;  all  thefe  fmall  branches, 
both  arteries  and  veins,  are  rolled  up  in  fmall 
packets ;  fo  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  the  blood 
comes  to  make  a  great  deal  of  way :  from 
the  angles,  which  thefe  vefiels  form  in  their 
curvature,  proceed  other  fine  vefiels  alfo. 

What  M.  Winflow  fays  on  this  head  is 
very  ingenious  and  mafterly,  and  deferves  to 
be  perufed  in  his  writings.  It  is  fufficient 
for  me  to  have  eftablifhed  of  what  importance 
it  is  to  preferve  thefe  glands  entire,  which, 
by  being  extirpated,  may  confiderably  difcon- 

cert 
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cert  the  animal  ceconomy,  intercept  the  cir¬ 
culation,  and  caufe  irreparable  diforders. 

I  heartily  wifh  that  what  I  have  advanced 
on  the  head  of  the  bad  effedts  of  incifions, 
may  deftroy  the  prejudice  and  practice  in  fa¬ 
vour  of  thefe  cruel  operations.  Men  would 
have  neither  reafon  nor  pretext  for  perlifting 
in  this  cruel  pradtice,  if  they  would  exadtly 
follow  my  particular  method,  which  I  now 
refume,  in  order  to  add  to  it  my  fpecifick 
taken  from  antimony,  and  a  fomewhat  more 
circumftantiated  detail  on  the  demonftration 
of  the  remedies,  both  preparative  and  cura¬ 
tive,  whether  external  or  internal,  antecedent 
and  confequent. 

A  particular  method  of  the  author  for  the 
cure  of  cold  humour s,  fcrophula*  s ;  together 
with  remedies  proper  in  this  cure ,  both  ex¬ 
ternal  and  internal . 

Preparative  remedies . 

1.  If  there  is  an  indication  to  let  blood, 
there  is  no  manner  of  difficulty,  but  the 
patient  fhould  be  blooded. 

2.  He  muft  be  purged  with  our  aurifick 
pills ,  the  dofe  to  be  regulated  according  to 
the  age  and  temperament. 

3.  The  patient  muft  be  made  to  ufe  a 
number  of  domeftick  baths,  with  river- water 
made  luke-warm ;  their  number,  and  the  time 
the  patient  is  to  continue  in  them,  to  be  re¬ 
gulated  by  his  ftrength,  his  temperament. 
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and  his  adtual  ftate  5  and  an  enquiry  is  to  be 
made,  whether  there  be  any  internal  abfcefs. 
A  prudent  phyflcian  ever  conducts  himfelf 
according  to  the  ftate  and  circumftances  of 
things,  which  cannot  all  be  forefeen,  with 
regard  to  the  variation  of  thefe  very  things 
themfelves. 

4.  The  patient  to  be  made  to  take,  while 
in  the  bath,  an  aperitive  broth,  the  compo- 
fttion  of  which  we  ftiall  give.  At  coming 
out  of  the  bath,  the  patient  to  be  dried  with 
a  warm  cloth,  and  put  into  bed,  after  warm¬ 
ing  it,  if  the  feafon  and  time  fo  require, 

"The  compojition ,  and  the  manner  of  preparing 

the  aperitive  broth . 

Take  cleaned  roots  of  parfley,  afparagus, 
and  eryngo,  of  each  half  an  ounce  5  of  ele¬ 
campane,  thiee  drams  $  leaves  of  wild  flic- 
cory,  burnet,  chervil,  and  of  crefs,  a  hand¬ 
ful,  and  lixty  millepedes $  put  the  whole, 
with  half  a  pound  of  mutton,  and  a  quarter 
of  fowl,  well  cleared  of  the  fat,  into  an  earth¬ 
en  body,  and  pour  thereon  a  pint  of  river  or 
fpring  water ;  cover  your  body,  lute  the  co- 
v^r,  and  place  the  boay  in  balneo  marise, 
and  caufe  to  boil  for  four  or  five  hours  1  after 
this  ft  rain  the  broth  through  a  cloth,  and 
make  two  meftes  of  it,  one  to  be  taken  in 
the  morning  on  an  empty  ftomach,  or  in  the 
bath,  as  was  faid ;  and  the  other  in  the  after¬ 
noon,  at  fome  interval  after  meals,  putting 
into  each  at  taking,  eight  grains  of  our  fal 

4  martis. 
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martis.  The  ufe  of  thefe  broths  is  to  be 
continued  for  twelve  or  fifteen  days,  purging 
the  patient  in  the  middle  and  clofe  of  the 
courfe,  as  was  faid,  with  the  aurifick  pills. 

An  internal  fpecifck  for  the  cure  of  the 

fcrophula . 

5.  The  patient  thus  prepared,  you  will 
caufe  him  to  take,  every  morning  falling, 
fome  of  our  neutral  fait,  an  admirable  and 
genuine  fpecifick  for  this  terrible  difeafe :  it 
may  be  taken  alfo  either  in  a  little  good  old 
wine,  or  a  little  broth,  to  the  quantity  of  be¬ 
tween  eight  and  fifteen  grains,  according  to 
the  flrength,  the  age,  and  temperament  of 
the  perfon,  and  according  to  the  progrefs  and 
quality  of  the  dillemper,  and  more  or  lefs  be 
employed  in  the  cure,  in  proportion  to  the 
diforder,  the  progrefs,  and  vifible  and  fenfi- 
ble  efficacy  of  the  remedy.  There  is  fcarce 
any  fpecies  of  the  fcrophula  fo  inveterate, 
which  can  lland  out  fifteen  takings ,  or  doles 
of  this  medicine. 

6.  An  hour  after  taking  the  fait,  a  por¬ 
ringer  of  whey  or  broth  is  to  be  taken  upon 
it. 

The  compofition  of  the  neutral  f  alt . 

Take  red  mineral  antimony,  put  it  into 
alcohol,  and  adding  a  like  quantity  of  lime, 
of  egg-fhell,  or  flint,  and  eight  ounces,  to 
the  pound  of  this  antimony,  of  flowers  of 
zink,  reduced  to  a  volatile  fait  by  the  fpirit 
of  dew,  or  the  univerfal  fpirit  5  mix  the 

whole, 
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whole,  and  keep  it  for  five  or  fix  days  in  a 
ft  one  velfel,  well  ftoppei,  in  a  temperate 
place. 

Be  provided  with  a  large  earthen  retort, 
with  its  crucible, well  baked  and  tubulated,  and 
put  it  in  a  naked  reverberatory  fire,  and  fit  to 
it  a  very  large  bolt-head  of  fifty  or  fixty  pints, 
whofe  neck  is  to  lie  foaking  in  a  veflel  or  vat 
of  fre£h  water  ;  cover  it  with  a  linen  cloth, 
which  you  will  keep  always  moift,  to  facili¬ 
tate  the  condenfation  of  the  fpirits ;  lute  ex¬ 
actly  the  juncture  of  the  bolt-head  to  the  re¬ 
tort,  whofe  neck  fhould  be  very  long,  for 
the  body  of  the  bolt-head  to  be  at  a  diftance 
from  the  fire  $  give  a  gradual  fire  till  the  re¬ 
tort  is  red-hot. 

You  will  then  begin  to  throw  into  your 
retort,  by  its  tube,  an  ounce  of  your  mix¬ 
ture  ;  direCtly  clofe  up  the  tube,  that  no  va¬ 
pour  may  efcape,  and  in  lefs  than  two  mi¬ 
nutes,  the  vapours  will  pafs  into  the  recipi¬ 
ent,  where  they  will  be  condenfed  :  continue 
the  projection  thus  from  ounce  to  ounce,  till 
all  is  in,  and  till  you  have  enough  of  fpirit 
to  finifh  your  operation. 

Having  gradually  projected  or  thrown  in 
all  your  powder,  you  will  part  your  bolt- 
head,  and  direCtly  flop  it  up  clofe  with  a 
ftopple  of  moift  linen,  and  lay  it  afide  in  a 
cool  place,  to  give  the  fpirits  time  to  con- 
denfe  in  the  water,  that  they  may  be  after-  - 
wards  extracted  by  the  reiterated  rectification 
and  dephlegmation.  4 
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When  your  fpirits  are  well  dephlegmed 
and  rectified  feveral  times,  you  will  keep 
them  with  care  and  attention  in  ftrons  plats 
or  cryftal  flafks,  well  flopped  with  wax,  in 
a  cool  place,  that  nothing  may  evaporate. 

After  having  parted  your  bolt-head,  and 
left  the  retort  to  cool  a  little,  you  will  take 
out  the  matter ;  all  that  is  rifen  to  the  top 
and  neck  will  be  like  threads  of  filk  or  cot¬ 
ton,  and  what  remains  at  the  bottom  will  be 
afhes :  you  will  colled:  the  whole,  and  beat 
it  together  in  a  marble  mortar,  with  a  glafs 
peflle  a  little  heated :  take  care  to  grind  and 
powder  your  matter  juft  out  of  the  retort,  for 
if  you  fufter  it  to  take  air,  it  will  turn  moift, 
Pafs  your  powder  through  a  fine  fearce,  and 
prepare  apart  double  its  weight  of  chalk  of 
champagne,  very  neat  and  dry,  in  a  fine  and 
fearced  powder,  to  ftratify  with  it  your  pow¬ 
der  of  antimony  in  a  ftrong  crucible,  which 
you  will  cover  with  a  lid  perforated  a~top3 
which  you  will  lute  all  round,  and  faften  to 
the  crucible  with  an  iron  wire0 

Thus  put  the  crucible  in  a  circular  ftre5 
which  you  will  graduate  every  two  hours  for 
eight  hours ;  for  the  laft  hours  the  crucible 
muft  be  furrounded  and  covered  with  live 
coals,  which  you  will  leave  to  fpend  of  them- 
felves,  before  you  remove  the  crucible. 

Your  crucible  being  cooled,  you  will  open 
it,  and  feparate  with  exadnefs  the  chalk  from 
your  matter,  which  will  be  reduced  to  thin 
flakes  of  a  yellow  purple,  which  you  will 
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beat  in  a  marble  or  glafs  mortar,  and  put  the 
powder  into  a  bolt-head  3  pour  on  it  gradu- 
dually  good  diflilled  vinegar,  ten  times  the 
weight  of  the  powder,  leaving  three-fourths 
of  the  bolt-head  empty  5  lute  on  its  capital 
and  recipient,  and  put  it  in  balneo  marias  in 
digeftion  for  four-and-twenty  hours  3  after¬ 
wards  filtre  your  liquor  a  little  warm,  and 
drop  on  the  filtred  liquor  frefh  vinegar,  to 
precipitate  a  combuflible  and  arfenical  ful- 
phur  3  filtrate  afrefh  this  liquor  thro’  paper, 
and  this  impure  fulphur  will  remain  in  the 
filtre  :  put  this  filtred  liquor  into  a  glafs  body 
in  balneo  marine  3  draw  off,  by  diflillation, 
all  the  vinegar  to  drynefs,  and  there  will  re¬ 
main  at  bottom  a  white  and  fparkling  fait  of 
an  acid  tafte,  and  almofl  aluminous :  it  is  a 
true  fait  of  antimony,  of  infinite  virtues  for 
the  animal  kind. 

Take  this  fait,  which  we  fhall  call  neutral, 
and  putting  it  in  powder  into  a  bolt-head, 
you  will  pour  on  it  all  the  fpirit  which  you 
have  drawn  off  by  the  retort :  thus  rectified 
and  faved,  leave  it  for  twenty-four  or  thirty 
hours,  in  a  veffel  well  flopped  without  fire, 
moving  and  ftirring  the  matters  five  or  fix 
times  for  that  fpace  of  time  5  after  which 
you  will  diflil,  by  the  body  in  balneo  maria^, 
all  this  mercurial  fpirit,  till  the  matter  re¬ 
main  at  the  bottom  of  the  veffel  in  form  of 
a  clear  honey  3  rectify  and  dephlegmate  the 
mercurial  fpirit  you  have  juft  drawn  off,  and 
let  the  fait,  left  in  form  of  honey  at  the  bot¬ 
tom 
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tom  of  the  veffel,  dry  entirely  in  the  fame 
body,  but  in  a  boiling  heat,  fo  that  this  fait 
may  come  to  be  very  dry,  highly  white, 
fparkling,  and  fhining  even  in  the  dark. 

This  antimonial  neutral  fait,  is  not  only 
fovereign  in  the  radical  cure  of  fcrophula’s, 
but  befides  in  the  relief  and  cure  of  all  forts 
o i  difeafes.  The  dofe  is  from  two  to  five 
grains,  for  children  at  the  bread: ;  and  for 
grown  men,  from  eight  to  fifteen  grains,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  ftrength  and  temperament  of 
the  perfon,  and  the  quality  and  ftage  of  the 
diftemper  under  cure  ;  the  time  employed  in 
it,  is  more  or  lefs  in  proportion  to  the  dif- 
eafe  ;  there  is  none  fo  inveterate,  as  to  ftand 
out  beyond  the  fifteenth  taking  or  dofe ;  and 
often  one,  two,  three,  four,  or  five  takings, 
fuffice.  There  is  not  in  nature  a  ftronger  and 
more  infallible  counter-poifon,  nothing  which 
fo  effectually  retards  the  approaches  of  old 
age,  which  fupports  and  repairs  it.  Twice 
a  year,  once  in  the  fpring,  and  once  in  au¬ 
tumn,  one  or  two  takings  each  feafon,  fuf« 
fice  to  maintain  health  and  the  natural  vi¬ 
gour. 

This  fait  is  taken  of  a  morning  on  an  emp¬ 
ty  ftomach,  but  if  the  cafe  be  urgent,  it  may 
be  taken  at  any  time,  in  all  feafons,  in  good 
broth,  good  old  wine  with  a  little  fugar,  if 
you  have  any  at  hand,  in  cordial  waters,  or 
in  vehicles  appropriated  to  the  diforder. 
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'Topical  remedies  applied  externally. 

When  fcrophula’s  are  ulcerated,  in  what 
part  foever  of  the  body  the  ulcer  lies,  you 
rnuft  injcdt  it  with  a  fmall  fyringe,  walh  or 
deterge  it,  or  anoint  it  with  bolfters  with  the 
tinging  oil  of  arfenic,  mixed  with  the  oil  of 
fulphur,  in  which  you  will  dip  lint,  and  ap¬ 
ply  it  on  the  ulcer  if  poffible,  and  over  it  lay 
an  emplaifter  of  our  folar  balfam  ;  the  wound 
is  to  be  dreffed  two  or  three  times  a-day  j  as 
much  of  the  tinging  oil  of  arfenic  to  be  ufed 
as  is  neceffary ;  the  cafe  and  circumftances 
muit  diredt  us  here  j  after  which  our  folar 
balfam  will  fuffice  to  confolidate  and  per¬ 
fectly  cure  the  ulcer. 

The  compofition  of  the  fixed  and  tinging  oil 

of  arfenic . 

Be  provided  of  cryftalline  arfenic  perfectly 
well  purified  and  dulcified  by  fublimations, 
and  fixed  by  nitre,  at  length  edulcorated  by  • 
diflilled  rain-water  ;  powder  your  arfenic  in 
a  glafs  veffel,  and  imbibe  it  by  dropping  on 
it,  till  you  have  reduced  it  to  a  foft  pafte, 
fome  of  the  water  of  fal  armoniac  diflolved 
by  the  cool  moiftnefs  of  a  cellar;  mix  an 
equal  weight  of  oil  of  tartar ;  put  this  pafte 
into  a  bolt-head,  which  you  will  ftop  and 
lute  very  exadtly,  and  which  you  will  digeft 
for  twenty- four  hours,  and  grind  on  the  mar¬ 
ble  as  the  firft  time :  re-imbibe,  digeft,  and 
powder  two  times  more ;  after  thefe  four 

imbibitions 
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imbibitions  and  deficcations,  put  the  powder, 
well  dried  and  very  fine,  in  a  new  and  ftaunch 
bolt-head  well  flopped,  which  you  will  put 
in  the  heat  of  horfe-dung,  or  in  lawings  of 
wood  in  a  vapour  heat  ;  your  powder  will 
there,  in  a  few  days,  refolve  to  a  water ;  then 
remove  the  bolt-head  from  the  dung  or  bath 
heat,  and  place  it  on  warm  allies,  where  the 
matter  will  coagulate  5  replace  it  in  the  dung 
or  bath  heat,  and  coagulate  again  by  the 
alhes,  and  this  you  will  repeat  five  times  in 
ah,  which  will  reduce,  without  further  trou¬ 
ble,  your  fixed  arfenic,  and  melting,  like  wax, 
with  the  leaft  heat,  will  turn  to  the  form  of 
a  fait  in  the  cold.  In  this  ftate  you  will 
put  it  into  a  body,  and  pour  on  it  an  equal 
weight  of  the  true  oil  of  fulphur,  made  in 
tile  manner  which  Le  Fevre  and  Lemery 
teach.  T  he  body  fhould  be  covered  with 
its  capital,  and,  all  well  luted  together,  be 
placed  in  balneo  marias,  of  a  moderate  heat, 
there  to  be  left  for  twenty-four  hours,  in  or¬ 
der  to  combine  them  by  means  of  the  heat 
and  circulation,  and  afterwards  ufe  them  in 
the  manner  mentioned,  as  a  fovereign  re- 
medy,  fpeedy,  gentle,  and  efficacious. 

The  regimen  to  be  obferved . 

An  abftinence  from  all  manner  of  grofs 
foods,  as  beef,  pork,  hare,  woodcock,  and 
the  other  black,  faked,  fmoaked,  or  pickled" 
meals,  is  to  be  obferved  5  all  forts  of  fruits, 
biown  bread  too  heavy  and  too  much  lea- 
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vened,  milks,  grofs  wine,  and  crude  waters, 
are  to  be  avoided  $  the  exercife  to  be  mode¬ 
rate,  the  air  we  breathe  to  be  pure  and  dry,  * 
and  the  beily  to  be'  kept  open. 

If  the  patient  find  him felf  opprefled  and 
extraordinarily  heated,  he  may  be  drawn  a 
little  blood,  and  made  to  drink  for  feme  time 
a  little  whey,  as  for  inftance,  for  eight  or  ten 
days,  into  which  fhall  be  put  feme  grains  of 
our  lal  martis,  and  afterwards  he  may  be 
purged  with  our  aurific  pills  3  he  may  alfc 
be  prefcribed  viper  broths,  and  heft  of  all  our 
e Hence  of  viper,  taken  in  a  decodion  of 
china-root  and  farfaparilla,  to  attenuate  the 
languid,  creeping  humours,  and  expel  them 
by  tranfpiration.  In  the  courfe  of  ufing 
thefe  remedies,  the  bed  is  to  be  kept  feme 
hours  longer,  and  the  patient  to  be  better 
covered  than  common,  to  provoke  a  gentle 
breathing  :  at  laft  our  fal  martis  may  be  pre¬ 
ferably  ufed  inftead  of  chalybeate  waters, 
which  are  ufually  prefcribed ;  becaufe  it  will 
certainly  be  much  more  falutary  and  effica¬ 
cious,  and  be  never  fubjed  to  the  uneafy 
fymptoms  which  thefe  mineral  waters  may 
caiue  ;  which  might  be  very  eafily  fhewn  to 
convidion. 

But  in  regard  to  infants,  and  efpecially 
thofe  at  the  bread:,  objeds  I  ever  have  a 
great  tender nefs  for,  and  which  claim  my 
molt  ferrous  attention,  I  allow  we  cannot 
venture  to  tamper  much  with  them  ;  yet 
they  may  be  purged  with  good  effed  every 
4  ’  fifteenth 
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fifteenth  day,  with  a  few  grains  of  our  pills ; 
they  may  be  made  to  take,  at  proper  inter¬ 
vals,  fome  grains  of  our  neutral  fait,  to  be 
put  into  a  diffi  of  coffee  with  the  nurfe’s 
milk,  who,  diredtly  after  fwallowing  it,  {hall 
put  the  nipple  into  their  mouth,  and  make 
them  fuck  a  little.  You  may,  and  you  alfo 
ought  to  caufe  them,  take  a  few  grains  of 
our  fal  martis,  with  the  fame  precautions 
hinted  at  in  taking  the  neutral  fait,  either  in 
an  ordinary  difh  of  a  fimple  decodtion  of 
china-root :  but  above  all,  what  care,  what 
attention,  what  folicitude,  fhould  not  be  em¬ 
ployed,  and  not,  as  is  generally  done,  at  hap¬ 
hazard,  to  procure  good  nurfes  for  them, 
whofe  milk  is  frefh,  and  capable,  by  its  li¬ 
quidity  and  goodnefs,  to  maintain  the  ftrain- 
ers  open  and  free. 

But  when  they  are  come  to  be  a  little  big¬ 
ger,  the  dofes  are  to  be  larger,  and  the  treat¬ 
ment  methodical ;  and  by  means  of  our  re¬ 
medies,  and  God’s  bleffing  on  them,  we  (hall 
with  certainty  come  not  only  to  prevent  the 
fuppuration  of  the  fcrophula,  and  obviate  a 
flow  fever,  a  marafmus,  and  other  fymp- 
toms,  but  effect  a  radical  cure  agreeably, 
without  pain  and  uneafinefs. 

CHAP.  VIII. 

II7E  have,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  when 
*  *  treating  of  fcrophula’s,  eftablifhed  it  as 
a  certain  principle,  that  all  tumours,  all  ulcers 
have,  as  their  efficient  caufe,  the  excremen- 
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titious  parts,  and  preternatural  falts,  feparated 
irorn  the  natural  balfam  by  our  animal  /pi¬ 
nts  3  it  thence  follows,  that  the  foie  diverfity 
of  thefe  recrements,  or  thefe  falts,  or  their 
different  combination,  conftitute  the  different 
fpecies  of  tumours  or  ulcers,  which  affed  the 
feverai  parts  of  our  bodies,  and  form  their 
greater  or  lefs  malignity,  of  greater  or  lefs 
danger  3  and  render  the  cure  more  or  lefs  te¬ 
dious,  of  greater  or  lefs  difficulty.  From  the 
fame  principle  we  alfo  eafily  derive  rhe  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  remedies  proper  in  the  cure  of 
each  of  thefe  difeafes,  and  the  manner  and 
feafon  of  application  ;  as  it  is  evident  that  the 
only  means  of  coming  to  a  perfed  and  radi¬ 
cal  cure  is,  to  defiroy  and  remove  the  inter¬ 
nal  caufe,  the  efficient  of  thefe  ills  *  and  till 
the  cure  is  compleated,  to  affuage  and  dimi- 
niffi  the  violent  and  painful  effeds  which 
thefe  cruel  enemies  make  us  feel,  by  oppo- 
ling  them  with  proper  remedies,  both  inter¬ 
nal  and  external ;  fo  that  our  principle  once 
laid  down,  there  is  the  lefs  need  of  pompous 
reafonings  to  eftablifh  the  nature,  and  difco- 
iei  toe  caufe  of  all  thefe  different  evils,  any 
more  than  to  find  which  are  the  proper  re¬ 
medies,  either  to  a  cure  or  an  alleviation  :  a 
icw  infiances  will  verify  this  truth. 

Article  I. 

Of  the  cancer . 

Tne  cancer,  which  in  its  beginnings  ap¬ 
pears  fometimes  but  like  a  fmall  gland,  or  a 

vafcular 
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vafcular  fubftance  tumified  ;  at  other  times  as 
a  fmall  tubercle,  which  rifes  above  the  fkin ; 
and  again,  as  a  Ample  efflorefcence  of  the 
dull  and  infenfible  epidermis,  becomes  how¬ 
ever  afterwards  one  of  the  moil  terrible  and 
frightful  of  difeafes. 

It  is,  therefore,  of  great  importance  to  be 
well  acquainted  with  its  nature,  to  diftinguifh 
well  its  feveral  ftages,  be  upon  our  guard 
againft  its  infidious  beginnings,  to  be  able 
effectually  to  fuccour  the  patient,  by  admi- 
niftering  the  proper  remedies ;  which  re¬ 
quires  all  the  attention  of  an  able  and  expe¬ 
rienced  phyfician. 

The  cancer  is  owing  only  to  an  excremen- 
titious,  earthy,  tartarous,  and  fulphureous 
fait,  which  by  its  exceffive  calcination  has 
been  exalted  to  an  extreme  caufticity,  and 
has  acquired  an  arfenical  malignity,  which  is 
animated  by  the  corrupted  and  arfenical  lpi— 
rits,  inch  as  are  thofe  which  produce  the  ca¬ 
ries  and  corruption  in  the  earths,  and  Hones 
in  fubterraneous  places,  where  arfenic  and 
reaigal  are  generated  ;  from  the  earthy,  tar¬ 
tarous  nature  of  this  fait,  which  is  the  caufe 
of  its  great  fixity,  arifes  the  fixity  or  ftub- 
bornefs  of  the  diftemper,  and  the  difficulty 
of  removing  it.  From  its  fulphureous  nature, 
calcined  to  a  degree  of  excefs,  arife  the  cau¬ 
fticity,  and  the  acute  pains  which  the  pa¬ 
tient  feels ;  from  its  arfenical  nature  proceeds 
the  mortal  malignity  of  the  ulcer.  In  fine, 
from  the  combination  and  adt’ion  of  the  cor¬ 
rupted 
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rupted  fpirits,  which  hold  thefe  falts  diffol- 
ved,  arife  the  feveral  ftages,  the  communica¬ 
tion,  and  the  extenfion  of  the  ulcer  upon 
the  parts  contiguous  to  that  which  was  firft 
affected,  and  renders  this  ferment  fo  fub- 
tie,  and  fo  fpecifick,  that  how  little  foever 
remains  of  it,  the  diforder  recommences,  and 
the  ulcer  is  re-produced  with  more  violence 
and  malignity,  fo  as  to  become  incurable. 

The  infallible  remedy  for  this  cruel  evil  is, 
as  may  be  conceived,  in  the  firft  place,  a  re¬ 
gimen  and  mild  aliments,  of  a  good  juice  and 
eafy  digeftion,  not  earthy,  tartarous,  faline, 
grofs  and  vifcid,  but  light  and  fpirituous ; 
then  the  patient  muft  be  purged  from  time 
to  time  with  our  aurifick  pills,  blooded  once 
or  twice  copioufly,  if  his  ftrength  fhall  per¬ 
mit.  Laftly,  and  here  lies  the  true  point  of 
the  cure,  our  quinteffence  of  mercury,  or 
that  of  antimony,  muft  be  ufed;  to  which 
may  be  added,  very  falutarily,  fome  drops  of 
that  of  the  human  blood  or  fiefh.  The 
quinteffence  of  mercury  will  be  alfo  applied 
externally  on  the  ailing  part,  or  the  quintef¬ 
fence  of  common  fait,  and  afterwards  our 
folar  balfam. 

What  we  have  juft  faid  upon  this  article 
ought  in  reafon  to  fufiice  to  give  a  juft  notion 
of  what  is  proper  to  be  done  for  the  cure  of 
the  cancer  5  and  yet  what  defire  foever  we 
may  have  to  be  fhort  and  concife,  it  is  a 
thing  too  important,  to  fet  forth  the  abu- 
five  ufe  of  incifions  and  cruel  amputations, 

either 
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either  of  the  bread,  or  other  glandulous  and 
vafcular  parts,  where  commonly  this  re¬ 
doubted  diftemper  is  feared,  to  be  able  to 
pafs  them  over  in  filence. 

We  have  fhewn  that  the  ulcer  is  produced 
by  a  tartarous,  fulphureous,  arfenical  fait ;  to 
this  we  add,  for  greater  clearnefs,  that  this 
fait  is  conveyed  into  the  part  by  a  vehicle, 
which  abounds  in  fpirits ;  but  that  thefe  fpi- 
rits  being  tainted  and  arfenical,  the  ulcer  can 
never  be  cured  by  the  knife  or  the  fire,  by 
amputation,  or  the  application  of  violent  can- 
fticks ;  becaufe  thefe  fpirits,  which  hold  the 
fait  difiolved,  convey  it  with  vigour  into  the 
fmalleft  and  moft  fecret  finus’s,  not  only  to 
the  part  affedted,  but  all  around  it,  extending 
and  infinuating,  imperceptibly,  into  the  con¬ 
tiguous  parts,  in  a  manner  that,  when  by 
amputation  the  fenfible  putrefadtion,  or  the 
part  vifihly  and  adtually  corrupted,  is  extir¬ 
pated,  we  imagine,  but  falfely,  that  the  cure 
is  compleated,  and  fo  much  the  more,  as  the 
flefh  comes  well,  the  wound  is  clofed,  the 
cicatrice  is  laudable,  and  other  apparent  figns 
of  a  cure  are  obferved  ;  fallacious  figns,  vain 
appearances  all !  becaufe  the  ferment  which 
the  fpirits  have  extravafated,  that  is  to  fay, 
conveyed  into  the  neighbouring  flefh,  of  it- 
felf  found  and  good,  though  in  fmall  quan¬ 
tity,  caufes  at  firft  no  alteration  therein,  and 
can  effect  nothing  till  it  has  fermented,  and 
is  become  multiplied  and  increafed ;  then 
unhappily  if  ads  with  more  force,  and  its 

adtion 


\  ' 

348  A  Treatise  on 
adlion  is  more  dangerous,  not  only  becaufe 
its  malignity  is  heightened,  but  alfo  being 
more  confined  in  a  flefhy  and  fpongy  part,  as 
are  the  glands  and  the  flefh  extirpated  by  the 
operation  5  it  fpreads  at  large,  runs,  or  falls 
ion-,  upon  another  part,  which  it  fpares  no 
more  than  the  fir  ft,  where  it  cannot  be  pur- 
lued  by  ehirurgical  operations:  befides,  we 
mould.  ^  no  longer  find  in  the  patients,  who 
infallibly  come  to  have  a  relapfe,  the  fame 
difpofitions  to  be  able  to  ftand  the  efforts  of 
new  remedies,  after  having  undergone  the 
pains  of  amputation,  and  the  fatigues  of 
dreffings. /  6 

I  he  anatomifts,  or  more  properly  the  ope¬ 
rators,  may  pretend  to  extol  the  fuccefs  either 
oi  amputations,  or  of  catheretics,  yet  they 
have  never  fucceeded  but  in  the  cure  of  falfe 
cancers  and  tumours,  or  of  concretions  neg- 
itcled,  or  made  ftubborn  by  remedies  ill  ad- 
minifteied,  and  not  of  genuine  cancers:  for 
it  is  ceitain,  that  when  this  operation  is  per¬ 
formed  upon  true  cancers,  and  even  on  fub- 
jccts,  in  which  age,  temperament,  ftrength, 
refolution,  and  all  the  moft  favourable  cir- 
cumftances,  may  flatter  both  the  patient  and 
opeiator  with  a  very  happy  fuccefs •  yet  it 
evei  happens,  either  that  fome  have  perifhed 
in  the  courfe  of  the  treatment,  or  that  others, 
though  cured  in  appearance,  have  for  fome 
months  after  undergone  cruel  relapfes,  not- 
withftanding  the  moft  prudent  and  beft  con¬ 
certed  meafures  have  been  taken ;  and  after 
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thefe  falfe  or  palliative  cures,  every  thing  that 
wifdom  could  fuggeft  in  order  to  prevent 
thefe  fatal  returns,  and  guard  the  patient 
againft  them,  has  been  obferved.  For  this  I 
appeal  to  daily  experience,  which  juftifies 
this  fad:  but  too  much  ;  and  this  is  the  reafon 
that  Hippocrates,  in  aphor.  38,  fays,  that  it 
were  better  not  to  meddle  with  the  occult 
cancer,  that  is  to  fay,  the  true  cancer. 

The  malady  here  is  not  limply  local,  but 
an  internal  one,  which  cannot  be  abfolutely 
cured,  but  by  removing  the  antecedent  caufe, 
which  carries  off  with  it  the  conjoint ;  and  it 
is  only  by  the  remedies  which  I  have  di- 
reded,  taken  internally,  that  one  may  juftly 
flatter  himfelf  with  fuccefs,  and  not  by  cruel 
amputations,  which  ferve  only  to  irritate 
the  evil. 

Article  II. 

Of  the  gangrene ,  or  fphacelus. 

We  may  ufe  the  reafons  of  the  preceding 
article,  in  what  regards  the  cure  of  the  gan¬ 
grene,  without  incifions  or  amputations. 

Of  all  the  evils  with  which  mankind  may 
be  afflided,  there  is  none  more  difficult  to 
conquer,  than  that  which  exhibits  either  up¬ 
on  a  part,  or  upon  the  whole  of  the  man, 
death  in  its  true  charader,  by  fuppreffing  the 
natural  heat,  and  hindering  the  fpirits  from 
breaking  forth  and  performing  their  falutary 
and  benign  fundions. 
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_  This  effective  and  real  mortification  be¬ 
gins  with  an  inflammation,  whole  different 
caufes,  both  internal  and  external,  make  it 
degenerate  into  a  gangrene,  every  time  that 
the  fulphureous  parts  of  the  nutritious  juice 
being  coagulated  and  fixed  by  the  acid  of 
the  lymph,  the  nervous  fibres  are  fo  com- 
piefied,  that  the  fpirits  can  no  longer  flow 
into  them ;  and  then  thefe  very  fibres,  no 
longer  receiving  the  ordinary  influence  of 
thefe  fpirits,  lofe  their  fpring,  at  the  fame 
time  collapfing  upon  each  other  j  and  the  fa- 
line  particles  being  no  longer  able  to  iflue 
from  their  pores,  lacerate  them  by  the  mo¬ 
tion  they  receive  from  the  fubtile  matter; 
and  it  is  this  which  caufes  that  remarkable 
putrefaction,  the  firfl  figns  of  which  are  a 
dabby  foft  flefh,  to  which  fucceeds  the  livid 
and  leaden  hue ;  to  this  again  a  blacknefs, 
ftink,  and  infenfibility.  And  this  is  what 

forms  the  gangrene,  which  is  alfo  called 

fphacelus. 

There  are  commonly  allowed  two  caufes 
of  this  affliction,  the  one  external,  the  other 
internal ;  among  the  external  are  reckoned 
wounds,  ulcers,  contufions,  exceflive  cold, 
exceflive  heat,  long  tedious  difeafes,  and  long 
detentions  a-bea,  the  languid  flow  of  the 
urine,  and  other  the  like  fymptoms. 

The  principal  of  the  internal,  are  a  finking 
of  nature,  a  confiderable  alteration  in  fome 
one  or  other  of  the  noble  parts ;  or  when 
tne  gangrene  has  got  into  one  of  the  three 

venters 
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venters  or  cavities :  all  thefe  caufes  prove 
mortal. 

But  by  fuppofing  that  the  mafs  of  the 
blood  is  impregnated  with  parts  acrid,  faline, 
joined  to  a  bad  fort  of  fulphur,  in  fuch  quan¬ 
tity,  that  the  fpirits  are  of  a  fuperior  force, 
to  be  able  to  fubdue  and  difcharge  them  by 
a  flrong  fermentation,  and  a  vigorous  expul- 
fion ;  there  can  be  no  difficulty  to  believe 
that  nature,  then  being  about  a  crifis,  as  in 
the  plague  or  fmall-pox,  will  purfue  that 
ftrange,  heterogeneous  matter,  by  removing 
it  towards  the  habit  of  the  body ;  or  by  col¬ 
lecting  it  on  a  part,  will  there  produce  a  mor¬ 
tification,  excepting  that  this  matter  cannot 
produce  in  the  mafs  of  blood  a  gangrene,  be- 
caufe  difperfed  and  diffufed  therein  :  befides, 
that  it  will  be  alfo  oppofed  by  the  pure  fpi¬ 
rits,  whofe  mild  and  balfamick  nature  cor¬ 
rects  the  acrimony  of  the  juices,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  fpirit  of  wine  dulcifies  aqua  fortis. 

From  this  we  muff  conclude,  that  if  na¬ 
ture,  which  has  always  a  tendency  to  its  own 
prefer vation,  be  affifted  by  good  internal  re¬ 
medies  homogeneous  thereto,  in  a  word,  by 
fuch  as  we  give  ;  the  cure  of  both  thefe  gan¬ 
grenes  will  be  effected  without  the  neceffity 
of  any  incifion  or  amputation,  unlefs  the  part 
be  pendulous,  or  almoft  carried  off  by  fome 
blow,  or  a  gangrene. 

The  probable  reafon  I  give  for  it,  is  found¬ 
ed  upon  either  the  ftrength  or  weaknefs  of 
the  patient,  or  the  wounded  perfon  :  if  he  is 

vigorous 
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vigorous  and  able  to  go  through  the  opera¬ 
tion,  there  is  no  convincing  argument,  but 
that  he  may  cured  without  undergoing  that 
operation,  fince  we  daily  fee  wounded  per- 
Tons  furvive  the  refufal  of  their  fubmitting  to 
it,  at  the  light  of  the  ghaftly  apparatus  which 
is  commonly  made  on  thefe  occafions ;  thefe 
perfons  have  been  cured  with  good  remedies. 
But  if,  on  the  other  fide,  fuch  as  are  not 
found  to  have  ftifficient  ftrength  to  undergo 
the  operation,  die  under  it,  this  juft  conse¬ 
quence  may  be  drawn,  that  the  gangrene 
was  internal,  and  had  reached  the  noble 
parts. 

Experience  hath  taught  me,  by  every  thing 
I  l^ve  feen,  either  in  the  hofpitals  or  elfe- 
where,  that  all  thofe  who  have  flood  out  an 
amputation,  I  mean,  who  have  bore  it  well, 
after  having  undergone  the  rudeft  fhock  that 
could  well  be  borne,  as  to  (hake  the  founda¬ 
tions  of  life,  were  the  ableft  and  moft  robuft  $ 
fo  that,  I  think,  I  may  conclude,  that  who¬ 
ever  has  been  cured  by  means  of  amputation, 
was  fupphed  with  what  was  neceilary  to 
avoid  it,  and  to  be  cured  without  it. 

This  very  experience  has  made  me  ob- 
ferve,  with  pain  and  regret,  how  many 
wretches  expire  in  the  hands  of  him  who 
perfoi  med  that  cruel  and  painful  operation. 

Now  how  much  more  advantageous  may 
it  be  fuppofed,  to  have  remedies  which  cure 
without  recourfe  to  that  extremity  of  opera- 
rations  by  the  knife  ;  and  fuch  are  thofe  I 

now* 
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now,  with  pleafure,  communicate  to  the 
publick. 

Article  III. 

Of  fijlula's. 

Fiftula’s  have  no  other  caufe  than  an  ex- 
crementitious,  nitrous  fait,  which  fenfibly  ap¬ 
pears  by  the  form  of  ulcers,  cavernous,  long, 
and  pyramidal ;  they  are  cured  by  the  oil  or 
effence  of  mercury,  preceded  by  fome  anti- 
monial  purgatives  and  a  fudorific,  as  our  an- 
timonial  and  mercurial  bezoar;  to  which 
fhall  be  added  a  little  of  the  eilence  of  pearls 
and  ambergris.  After  thefe  internal  reme¬ 
dies,  we  muff  come  to  topicks,  in  order  to 
procure  a  firm  and  durable  cicatrice :  for  this 
end,  the  fweet  oil  of  mercury,  and  the  red 
oil  of  antimony,  and  the  other  remedies 
which  we  have  given,  are  fufficient :  and  in 
this  manner  you  will  reafon  and  behave,  in 
order  to  attain  to  the  knowledge  and  cure  of 
all  the  other  fpecies  of  ulcers. 

Article  IV. 

The  cedematous,  or  fcirrhous  tumours, 
which  are  hard,  petrefcent,  and  generally 
indolent  or  infenfibie,  not  making  them— 
felves  felt  but  by  their  weight  and  bulk, 
arife  from  tartarous  recrements,  which  are 
nothing  other  than  the  ufelefs  marck,  which 
is  foreign  to  the  nutritious  fubftance  of  our 
bodies,  which  our  natural  balfam  feparates 
and  expels  into  the  common  emunfilories,  to 
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be  dilcharged  by  the  natural  excretions,  and 
which,  almoft  deprived  of  all  fpirit,  become 
coagulated  and  petrified  by  the  power  of  the 
fait  with  which  they  abound.  From  the  de- 
fed:  of  fpirit,  arifes  the  indolence  of  thefe 
tumours,  and  their  difficulty  of  refolution 
and  fuppuration  5  but  thefe  tartarous  recre¬ 
ments,  may  be  either  fimple  or  compound, 
and  thus  produce  tumours  either  limple  or 
compound  5  the  limple  are  thofe  arifing  only 
from  one  of  the  principles  of  nature,  either 
fait,  fulphur,  or  mercury  *  the  compound, 
thofe  arifing  from  the  mixture  of  the  recre¬ 
ments  of  two  of  thefe  principles,  or  of  all 
the  three.  From  hence  we  may  underftand 
and  explain  the  nature  and  caufe  of  the  gout, 
the  rheumatifm,  ifchiatick,  ftones,  calculi  of 
the  different  vifcera  ;  of  each  of  which  we  fhall 
fpeak  in  its  place,  in  a  very  circumftantial 
manner,  and  according  to  our  principles. 

There  are,  befides  thefe  fpecies  of  fcirr- 
lious,  petrefcent  and  hard  tumours,  cedema- 
tous,  or  foft,  cold,  infenfible  tumours,  and  of 
themfelves  infufceptible  of  fuppuration,  as 
ganglions,  bronchocele’s,  &c.  They  equally 
proceed  from  excrementitious  parts,  which 
our  natural  balfam  fepatates  and  expels  from 
the  parts  it  cherifhes ;  but  they  are  not  tar¬ 
tarous  and  earthy  recrements,  as  thofe  we 
have  juft  mentioned ;  they  are  aqueous, 
phlegmatick,  mercurial  recrements,  or  the 
pure  phlegm  of  natural  mercury,  which  by 
this  defedt  and  privation  of  fpirit,  remains 

without 
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without  adtion  and  without  any  motion,  and 
which  not  being  pufhed  ftrongly  enough  out¬ 
wards  by  -the  heat,  and  the  natural  ipii  its  of 
the  part,  which  is  alrnoft  unprovided  thereof, 
becomes  accumulated,  fixed,  and  coagulated  3 
from  whence  is  formed  that  foftilh  and  in- 
fenfible  tumour,  which  grows  big  without 
pain,  and  without  coming  to  fuppuration. 
Of  this  fpecies  of  tumour,  there  are  Am¬ 
ple  and  compound,  for  the  reafon  adduced 
above  ;  for  the  three  principles  have  volatile 
and  phlegmatick  recrements,  as  there  are 
fixed,  tartarous,  and  earthy  ones. 

The  cure  of  the  fun  pie,  as  of  the  com¬ 
pound,  depends  on  the  regimen,  the  aliments, 
and  the  medicines  employed,  both  internally 
and  externally.  The  regimen  fhould  be  Am¬ 
ple,  gentle,  and  regular,  the  aliments  hot, 
fubtile,  and  full  of  fpirits  5  a  good  white- wine 
be  ufed,  and  good  broths,  into  which  is  put 
fome  drops  of  cinnamon-water,  or  in  the 
wine  anife-bread,  good  juicy  meat,  feafoned 
with  fpices,  cinnamon,  cloves,  nutmeg,  &c. 
nothing  crude,  no  fruit,  no  milks,  no  falad, 
but  every  thing  to  abforb  this  phlegmatick, 
cold,  and  crude  humour.  As  tq  internal 
medicines,  purges  of  the  powder  of  aptimo- 
ny  and  mercury  perfectly  edulcorated,  and 
the  fudorifick  made  by  the  detonation  of  ni¬ 
tre  on  the  fame  powder,  and  perfectly  edul¬ 
corated  alfo. 

The  dofe  is  to  the  quantity  of  a  dram  in 
carduus  benedidtus  water,  keeping  in  bed 
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well  covered,  the  patient  there  to  wait  and 
refign  himfelf  up  to  copious  fweats.  As  to 
topicks,  of  which  neceffarily  ufe  muft  be 
made,  to  be  able  to  diffipate  the  tumour  by 
infenfible  tranfpiration,  or  at  lead:  make  it 
come  to  fuppuration.  You  may  ufe  either 
the  fpirit  of  wine  perfectly  dephlegmated,  or 
the  oil  of  tartar,  or  the  eflence  of  rofemary 
or  fage,  or  the  oil  of  philofbphers,  as  it  is 
called,  made  in  the  ordinary  manner ;  but 
with  the  oil  of  petrol,  or  pitch,  or  turpen¬ 
tine,  with  which  you  will  imbibe  red-hot 

bricks j  afterwards  to  diftil  the  oil  bv  a  ftrone 
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BOOK  II. 

Containing  a  method  for  making  divers  perfect 
quint e (fences,  both  of  the  animal ,  the  vege¬ 
table  ^  and  mineral  kingdom ,  for  the  radical 
cure  of  the  mofi  dangerous  and  obfinatc 
difeafes : 

And  particularly  for  the  cure  of  fcrophula's 
recent  or  inveterate ,  internal  or  external , 
ulcerated  or  not  ulcerated ;  and  for  every 
fort  of  idcer ,  tumour ,  fcirrhus ,  fijlula ,  ra/z- 
phlegmon ,  bubo,  tetter ,  leprofy,  &c. 


CHAP.  I. 

Quintejfences  extracted  from  the  animal 

kingdom . 


Philosophers  have  diftinguifhed 

all  fublunary  fubftances  into  three  king¬ 
doms,  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral :  from 
each  one  of  thefe  three  kingdoms,  may  per- 
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fedt  quinteffences  be  drawn,  and  an  univerfal 
medicine  for  the  confervation  of  health  and 
the  prolongation  of  life. 

This  is  fo  important  a  fubjedt,  as  neceffa- 
rily  to  require  a  very  extenfive  differtation : 
but  as  I  have  fufficiently  explained  myfelf 
in  another  place  on  this  head,  and  fhewn  that 
chemical  remedies  are  better  than,  fuperior, 
and  preferable  to,  vulgar  and  galenical  reme¬ 
dies,  I  go  on  in  train,  in  order  to  avoid 
every  degree  of  prolixity,  and  the  faying  things 
over  again,  to  give  proofs  and  famples  of  it, 
by  means  of  quinteffences  drawn  from  the 
three  kingdorps  hereafter  defcribed. 

And  yet  what  defire  foever  I  may  have  to 
abridge,  I  cannot  help  relating  what  is  men¬ 
tioned  about  M.  Cran,  firft  phyfician  to  the 
elector  of  Brandenburg,  which  makes  for  my 
fubjedh  This  celebrated  phyfician,  raffed  to 
that  dignity  by  his  uncommon  merit,  drawn 
from  Leyden,  where  he  had  profeffed  and 
pradffed  chemiftry  in  the  univerfity  of  that 
city  for  thirty  years  running,  with  a  great 
deal  of  reputation,  having  excellent  remedies, 
which  he  was  not  afhamed  to  adminifter 
with  his  own  hands :  this  illuftrious  phyfi¬ 
cian,  I  fay,  was  no  fooner  inftalled  in  his 
dignity  of  phyfician  to  the  eledlor,  than  he 
made  a  feparation  of  the  good  and  bad,  by 
retrenching  from  the  difpenfary  and  hofpitals 
of  his  Eledtoral  Highnels,  all  fuperfluous  re¬ 
medies,  as  diaprunums,  diaphcenicks,  juleps, 
apozems,  epithems,  with  the  whole  trumpery 

of 
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of  boxes  and  gally-pots,  ferving  rather  for 
the  ornament  and  trappings  of  an  Apothe¬ 
cary’s  fhop,  than  for  the  health  of  man ;  re¬ 
placing  them  with  fome  fpecificks,  particu¬ 
larly  in  the  violent  dffeafes,  which  would 
take  up  no  more  room  than  the  {hop  of  an 
itinerant  pedlar. 

We  might  poffibly  (land  in  need  of  a  like 
reform,  becaufe  befides  the  good  oeconomy 
in  it,  we  might  find  refources  by  it  not  to 
be  every  day  met  with  in  the  common  trafft 
of  the  fhops. 

Riverius,  firft  phyfician  to  Henry  IV.  faid, 
that  the  doffrine  of  Hippocrates  and  Galen 
was  admirable  for  the  pathology,  and  profi¬ 
table  for  the  fhops,  but  that  the  precepts  of 
Paracelfus  were  good  to  follow,  on  the  fcore 
of  their  truth,  fubtlety,  and  oeconomy.  I 
forbear  mentioning  what  M.  de  Sulli  fays  in 
his  memoirs,  p.  359,  on  the  religion  of  this 
phyfician,  which  I  look  upon  as  a  ftroke  of 
fatyr  and  calumny,  foreign  to  my  fubjedh 

To  thefe  anecdotes  I  might  add,  the  daily 
abufe  which  is  made  in  the  diflribution  of 
remedies  at  fome  merchants,  which  are  cal¬ 
led  druggifts,  with  whom  every  thing,  fo  to 
fpeak,  is  confounded  and  put  in  the  fame 
balance,  butter,  ‘  cheefe,  lard,  herring,  &c. 
with  the  medicinal  drugs ;  and  yet  I  am  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  T —  and  M —  fell  more 
medicines  in  a  day,  than  the  Bolducs,  Geof- 
froy,  and  MafTon,  able  apothecaries,  in  a 
month  :  thefe  are  abufes,  at  which  J  cannot 
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bii'c  grieve,  though  unable  to  remedy  them  ; 
I  lhall  therefore  give  my  quinteffences  in  a. 
very  methodical  manner,  without  referving 
to  myfelf  what  is  called  the  flight  of  hand, 
an  invention  devifed  by  moil  authors,  thro’ 
an  excefs  of  felf-love,  a  thing  I  greatly  blame, 

The  quint cfjence  of  the  human  blood. 

Take  human  blood  let  from  May  twenty 
to  June  twenty,  or  from  Auguft  twenty  to 
September  twenty,  or  about  that  time,  the 
iun  being  either  in  gemini  or  in  virgo :  ob- 
feive,  moreover,  it  poffible,  the  time  when 
in  thefe  figns  mercury  is  in  conjunction  with 
the  fun,  or  at  leaf!  in  trine  afpedt  (thefe  ob- 
fervations  are  highly  important,  becaufe  in 
the  time  maiked,  the  influences  or  fuperior 
fpirits,  which  come  from  thefe  ftars,  are 
very  analagous  to  ours,  and  they  join  them 
in  a  perfect  manner,  and  augment  their  force 
and  virtue).  We  muff,  above  all,  attend  that 
this  blood  be  let  from  the  found,  and  young, 
but  made  men,  of  a  fquare  ftature,  drong 
and  vigorous,  and  there  mufl  be  enough  of 
it,  to  be  received  in  very  clean  fllver  veffels 
or  at  leaft  glafs,  to  be  kept  in  the  fhade  till! 
after  coagulation,  it  has  thrown  off  of  itfelf 
its  ferofity,  which  you  will  decant  off,  and 
throw  away,  faving  only  the  pure  blood  co- 
agulated  in  form  of  a  mufhroom  ;  take  care 
to  keep  your  veflel  covered  with  a  paper,  or 
a  fine  linen,  that  neither  dufl  nor  dirt  nor 
any  other  thing  may  fall  into  it. 


Take 
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Take  of  this  coagulated  blood,  and  fepa- 
rated  from  every  ferous  humour,  five  pounds 
at  leaf!,  which  you  will  diredtly  mix  with 
ten  pounds  of  the  bed:  fpirit  of  wine,  alco¬ 
holized  and  perfectly  dephlegmated,  in  a 
large  flrong  glafs  bottle,  which  you  will  flop, 
and  flir  and  agitate  long  and  flrongly,  that  the 
blood  may  diffolve,  and  mix,  and  unite  en¬ 
tirely  with  the  fpirit  of  wine. 

Caufe  to  digeil  this  matter  included  in  the 
bottle,  very  exa&ly  flopped,  to  prevent  the 
exhaling  of  the  fpirit,  for  five  or  fix  days,  in 
the  heat  of  a  balneum  marine,  or  of  lukewarm 
afhes,  till  the  fpirit  of  wine  is  perfectly  ting¬ 
ed,  and  the  blood  well  diffolved  and  united 
to  the  fpirit.  Obferve,  and  take  care,  that 
the  degree  of  heat  in  this  digeftion  be  not 
too  violent,  and  exceed  not  that  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  heat,  otherwife  the  blood  will  bake  and 
coagulate  flrongly,  inflead  of  diffolving. 

When,  after  this  digeftion,  your  blood 
fhall  be  entirely  diffolved,  and  your  fpirit  of 
wine  well  coloured,  you  will  fit  a  capital  to 
the  bottle,  and  a  recipient  to  the  beck  of  the 
capital,  in  order  to  feparate  the  fpirit  of  wine, 
and  diflil,  by  a  very  foft  heat,  till  the  drops, 
which  fall,  begin  to  blanch  and  become 
milky  •  then  you  will  fhift  the  recipient,  and 
gradually  heighten  the  fire  from  one  degree 
or  two,  till  the  diflillation  ceafes.  The  dis¬ 
tillation  ceafed,  you  will  flill  encreafe  the 
fire,  in  order  to  caufe  to  afeend  to  the  top  of 
the  capital,  a  fait  whiter  than  fnow  :  colled!, 

in 
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in  a  neat  manner,  this  volatile  fait,  and  add 
it,  in  a  glafs  veffel,  to  the  milky  water  which 
has  diftilled  before  the  fait :  flop  up  your 
veffel,  and  fave  this  fait,  and  this  milky  wa¬ 
ter,  till  the  time  of  adding  them  to  the  other 
principles. 

After  this  volatile  fait  is  afcended,  there 
remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  vellel  a  marck 
or  feces,  which  contain  a  very  valuable  fub- 
ilance,  the  fixed  fait  and  the  tindlure,  or  the 
fulphur  of  nature,  wnich  you  will  draw  from 
thefe  feces,  or  marck,  by  calcining  them  in 
a  very  ftrong  open  fire,  till  they  are  become 
a  calx  or  white  allies ;  and  making  ule  of  the 
pure  phlegm  of  wine,  rectified  by  three  or 
four  diflillations,  you  will  draw  from  thefe 
white  alhes  tne  fixed  fait,  proceeding  in  the 
following  manner : 

Take  thefe  alhes  calcined  to  whitenefs, 
and  powdering  them  in  a  filver  or  tin  bafon 
or  dilh,  not  copper  though  tinned,  you  will 
pour  upon  it  of  the  pure  phlegm  of  wine,  in 
a  large  quantity,  in  order  to  make  all  boil 
for  an  hour  or  more,  and  in  fuch  a  manner 
that  there  may  be  always  a  fufficient  quan¬ 
tity  of  liquor,  to  be  able  to  extrait,  and  be¬ 
come  charged  with  all  the  fait.  This  ebulli¬ 
tion  ended,  and  the  liquor  cool,  you  will 
pour  the  whole  into  a  large  tall  bottle,  that 
the  reces  may  fettle  and  fall  to  the  bottom ; 
after  which  you  will  take  all  the  liquor,  de¬ 
canting  off  clear,  or  paffihg  it  thro*  a  filtre  of 
grey  paper  into  a  glafs  body,  to  diftil  to  dry- 

nefs : 
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nefs :  take  the  fait,  which  (hall  remain  at  the 
bottom,  and  calcine  it  afrefh  by  a  very  ftrong 
and  violent  fire ;  afterwards  diflbive  it,  and 
make  it  congeal  as  before,  which  you  will 
reiterate  again  ;  that  is  to  fay,  calcining  by  a 
ftrong  fire,  diffolving  in  the  pure  phlegm  of 
wine,  filtring  and  drying  till  your  fait  be  ex¬ 
tremely  white,  pure,  clear,  and  tranfparent. 

Put  this  pure  fait  into  a  good  ftaunch  bolt- 
head  of  glafs,  or  a  philofophic  egg,  which 
you  will  ftop  up  and  lute  exactly,  in  order  to 
be  expofed  to  a  reverberatory  fire  for  fifteen 
days  or  more,  and  till  it  has  acquired  a  beau¬ 
tiful  red  colour ;  caufe  to  difiblve  this  brown 
fait,  thus  tinged  and  coloured,  in  fpirit  of 
wine,  which  you  have  above  feparated  from 
the  blood  after  its  firft  digeftion,  and  before 
ever  the  milky  drops  come  over  :  digeft,  very 
foftly,  your  folution,  till  the  fpirit  of  wine  be 
well  tinged  and  coloured ;  decant  or  pafs 
thro’  the  filtre  this  coloured  fpirit  of  wine 
into  a  glafs  body,  and  diftil  by  balneum  ma¬ 
rk,  by  a  very  foft  degree  of  heat,  every  thing 
that  can  diftil  you  v/ili  afterwards  add  to 
the  tinCture  which  remains  at  the  bottom  of 
the  body,  the  volatile  fait  in  folution  and 
union  with  its  milky  water,  which  we  di¬ 
rected  above  to  be  faved  :  but  before  making 
this  union,  you  muft  purify  your  milky  wa¬ 
ter,  united  with  the  volatile  fait,  by  feven 
diftillations  and  rectifications.  • 

After  this  union  fhall  be  thus  made,  you 
j  will  caufe  to  circulate  the  whole  in  a  proper 

glafs 
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glafs  veffel,  in  a  veryfoft  afh-heat,  and  every 
eight  days  you  will  put  a  capital  on  your  cir¬ 
culatory  veffel,  in  order  to  feparate  the  aquo- 
fity  which  may  diftil  off,  which  aquofity  or 
phlegm  you  will  fave  apart  with  care,  as  be¬ 
ing  a  fovereign  fecret  againft  every  affedion 
and  diforder  of  the  eyes.  When  you  ihall 
have  thus  drawn  off,  at  ieveral  times,  all  the 
aquofity,  you  will  have  at  the  bottom  the 
genuine  and  perfed  quinteffence  of  the  hu¬ 
man  blood,  which  is  the  grandeft  fecret  in 
nature,  for  the  confervation  of  life  and  health, 
the  reparation  of  the  ftrength,  the  increafe  of 
the  radical  moifture,  and  the  cure  of  all  dif- 
eafes,  both  in  general  and  particular.  It  is 
the.  moft  analogous  and  fure  fpecifick  for  the 
radical  cure  of  fcrophula’s,  and  of  all  malig¬ 
nant  ulcers,  cancerous  and  leprous,  efpecialfy 
if,  in  order  to  heighten  its  virtue,  you  add  to 
It  a  metallic  quinteffence,  either  of  gold,  or 
mercury,  or  antimony. 

The  volatile  fait  of  the  blood,  extraded 
quite  alone,  as  we  have  juft  taught,  and  fub- 
limed  a  number  of  times,  afterwards  fixed  to 
a  perfed  rednefs  at  a  lamp  heat,  in  a  glafs 
egg  hermetically  fealed,  is  a  fecret  as  valua¬ 
ble  as  general,  and  almoft  as  efficacious  as  the 
above  quinteffence,  efpecially  if  to  it  be  ad¬ 
ded  a  little  of  the  metallic  quinteffences  which 
we  have  hinted  at,  or  other  fpecificks  in  par¬ 
ticular  difeales. 

The  dole  is  to  a  dram  in  cordial  waters 
of  cinnamon,  anife,  &c.  in  broth,  in  treacle, 
in  plague-time,  of  a  morning,  falling.  . 
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A  quint e [fence  drawn  from  human  bones.  An 
infallible  fpecific  in  the  caries  of  the  bones , 
and  J or  curing  the  gout  and  rheumatifm , 
and  quickly  af  iiaging  pain. 

Take  human  bones  unburied,  and  expofed 
to  air  and  weather,  day  and  night,  hummer 
and  winter,  for  a  year  at  leaft  ;  being  pound¬ 
ed,  after  cleaning  them  well  from  all  filth 
or  duft,  if  there  is  any,  you  will  put  them 
into  a  difh  or  earthen  pot,  and  moiflen  them 
well  from  time  to  time,  for  eight  or  ten  days, 
with  good  flrong-bodied  and  fpirituous  wine  : 
put  thefe  bones,  thus  imbibed  and  moift- 
ened,  into  a  proper  earthen  veflel,  in  order 
to  diftil,  per  defeenfum,  their  oil,  which  you 
will  afterwards  redtify,  by  feven  diftillations, 
by  the  retort,  in  the  view  of  giving  it  more 
ftrength  and  penetrancy.  As  to  the  feces 
remaining  at  the  bottom  after  diftillation, 
through  defedt  of  oil,  they  muft  be  calcined 
to  whitenefs  by  a  very  violent  degree  of  fire ; 
and  from  thefe  afhes  the  fixed  fait  muft  be 
drawn,  by  diftilled  water  of  dwarf-elder. 
After  having  purged  this  fait,  in  the  com¬ 
mon  manner,  by  the  fame  water,  till  the  fo- 
lution  be  pure,  and  without  feces,  or  atoms, 

1  which  muddy  it ;  it  muft  be  added  to,  and 
.  combined  with  its  pure  oil.  This  intimate. 
!  and  perfect  union  will  eafily  be  accomplifhed, 
if  the  fait  and  oil  are  well  and  perfedtly  de- 
,  pu  rated.  If  we  could  obferve,  for  effedting 
i  this  union,  the  titne  when  the  fun  enters 

aries. 
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aries,  .  which  happens  yearly  between  the 
twentieth  and  twenty-fecond  of  March,  fo 
much  the  better,  and^the  remedy  wili  have 
more  force  and  efficacy,  becaufe  that  at  that 
time,  all  the  folid  parts  of  the  human  body 
have  more  fpirituous  juice  and  radical  moi- 
ilure;  and  that  befides,  the  fxgn  of  aries, 
which  has  a  kind  of  analogical  dominion  on 
the  head,  from  the  bones  in  fome  meafure 
deriving  their  origin  or  their  force,  and  their 
nouriffiment  through  the  fpine  of  the  back, 
communicates  to  them  by  the  force  of  its  ir¬ 
radiation,  when  the  fun  is  in  conjunction 

with  it,  a  ftronger  and  more  efficacious  vir¬ 
tue. 

This  quinteflence  ffiould  be  carefully  kept 
in  cryftal  flafks,  and  you  may  conlider  it,  and 
ufe  it,  as  the  moll  fovereign  and  molt  excel¬ 
lent  balfam  in  nature,  for  curing  and  affua- 
ging  all  the  arthritic  pains  of  the  nerves  and 
joints,  for  removing  or  preventing  the  caries 
of  the  bones,  and  curing  every  vitious  affec¬ 
tion  of  them.  It  is  applied  lukewarm  on  the 
ailing  part,  after  having  rubbed  it  a  little 
with  the  warm  hand,  and  over  it  is  laid  a 
comprefs.  If  it  is  in  order  to  cure  the  gout 
or  rheumatifin,  purging  three  or  four  times 
with  the  mercurial  fpagirick  pills  muft  be 
premiied,  to  which  add  fome  grains  of  the 
extrad  of  hellebore. 

rfhe 
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*1136  quint  e (fence  of  human  flejli. 

Nothing  is  before,  nothing  more  admira¬ 
ble,  than  the  effects  of  this  quintessence, 

1  which  is  on  a  level  with  that  of  human 
1  blood,  for  the  confervation  of  life,  the  repa¬ 
ration  of  the  ftrength,  and  the  cure  of  al- 
moft  all  our  difeafes ;  but  there  are  very 
I  few  people  who  underftand  the  genuine  and 
due  preparation  of  it,  which  we  defign  to 
give  in  all  its  perfe&ion,  in  order  to  make  it 
a  fovereign  theriaca,  which  infinitely  fur- 
pafies,  for  efficacy  and  virtue,  all  the  theria- 
cal  compofitions  made  from  the  fleffi  of  fer- 
:  pents,  precious  flones,  metals  and  minerals, 
j  and  fimples  the  moft  refearched  and  elabo- 
*  rated ;  for  every  thing  delights  in  its  like,  is 
j  fupported,  nourifhed,  and  perfected  by  that 
j  which  is  of  its  own  nature,  provided  that 
what  we  take  of  our  own  nature  be  pure  and 
incorruptible. 

This  purity  and  incorruptibility,  neceflary 
for  accompliffiing  the  re-eftabliffiment  or 
confervation  of  our  body,  is  communicated 
to  human  fleffi,  in  following  the  method 
which  we  are  going  to  prefcribe. 

Take  about  four  or  five  pounds  from  the 
fleffi  of  the  thighs,  buttocks,  or  loins  of  a 
young,  found,  and  vigorous  man,  dying  a 
violent  death,  by  fentence  of  the  judge,  and 
i  if  poffible,  when  the  fun  is  in  the  firft  de- 
j  gree  of  virgo  ;  that  is  to  fay,  between  the 
1  twenty  and  twenty-third  of  Auguft  $  throw 
3  this 
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this  flelh  into  excellent  fpirit  of  wine  per¬ 
fectly  dephlegmated,  the  fpirit  mull  float  a- 
top  four  or  five  fingers  breadth,  in  a  glafs 
veiTel  well  Hopped,  and  the  whole  to  remain 
thus  for  four  or  five  days.  After  this  time, 
you  will  remove  the  flelh  from  the  fpirit  of 
wine,  and  putting  it  into  a  hollow  glafs  ba- 
fon,  for  inltance,  in  a  bell,  you  will  imbibe  it, 
by  fprinkling  it  by  little  and  little,  and  often’ 
with  a  very  good  fpirit  of  fait  well  dephleg¬ 
mated  ;  your  bafon  fhould  be  put  and  kept 
always  in  the  lhade,  under  cover  from  rain, 
but  expofed  to  the  air,  and  uncovered,  yet  fo 
as  that  no  dull  or  filth  fall  into  it,  which 
may  foil  the  fiefh.  After  the  fiefh  fhall  have 
thus  drank  up  a  large  quantity  of  fpirit  of 
fait,  it  mu  ft  be  expofed  to  the  air,  in  the 
lhade,  and  in  the  fame  glafs  bafon,  there  to 
dry  gradually  and  perfectly,  turning  it  from 
time  to  time.  You  may  keep  of  this  flelh 
thus  falted  by  the  fpirit  of  fait,  dried  in  the 
lhade  and  powdered,  which,  without  any 
other  preparation,  is  of  very  good  fervice  for 
the  confervation  both  of  life  and  health.  But 
let  us  now  draw  from  it  its  perfeCt  and  ab-  1 
folute  quinteflenee,  in  order  to  prepare  from 
it  that  1  emedy  we  announced  above. 

lake  then  one  or  two  pounds,  or  any 
quantity,  at  pleafure,  of  this  falted  and  dried 
flefh,  and  reducing  it  to  an  alcohol  or  im¬ 
palpable  powder,  throw  it  into  fpirit  of  wine 
in  a  good  glafs  bolt-head  ;  your  fpirit  fhould 
b»v  alcpnolized,  perfectly  well  dephlegmated, 

and 
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and  fd  exactly  and  often  rectified 3  as  to  ac¬ 
quire  a  very  ftrong  flavour,  but  highly  agree¬ 
able  and  fragrant.  Set  it  in  digeftion  in  a 
foft  bath-heat  for  fifteen  days  at  leaft,  and 
till  the  fpirit  of  wine  turn  red,  and  be  tinged 
of  the  colour  of  blood  ;  but  apply  all  your 
attention  to  have  your  bolt-head  perfectly 
well  flopped  with  a  good  lute,  that  the  fpirit 
may  not  evaporate  :  then  decant  off  all  your 
tinged  fpirit  of  wine  into  a  glafs  circulatory, 
whofe  junctures  being  very  accurately  flopped 
and  luted,  you  will  continue  digesting  and 
circulating  for  eight  days  by  a  very  foft  afh- 
lieat,  that  all  the  feces  may  depofite,  and 
make  a  fediment  at  the  bottom.  Rack  off 
fine  this  tindture  or  coloured  fpirit  into  a  new 
glafs  vefiel,  which  you  will  flop  well  ;  and 
having  collected  the  feces  depofited  at  the 
bottom,  and  adding  them  to  the  firft  feces 
remaining  after  the  digeftion  of  the  powder, 
you  will  draw  off,  by  a  diftillation  in  a  boiling 
!  bath-heat,  all  the  humidity  you  can,  which 
you  will  add  to  your  tindture  :  then  burn  and 
calcine  to  whitenefs,  by  a  very  violent  degree 
of  fire,  all  your  feces,  and  extradt  from  thefe 
allies  the  fixed  fait,  with  the  water  of  car- 
;  duus  benedidtus,  or  that  of  the  flowers  of  the 
!  lime-tree,  or  of  the  lilly  of  the  valley;  pu¬ 
rify  this  fait  by  very  often  repeated  calcina- 
li  tions,  folutions,  filtrations,  and  coagulations, 

;  till  your  fait  be  brought  to  its  utmofl  purity, 

1  white  as  fnow,  fhining  as  cryftal,  fweet  as 
I  fugar,  and  melting  like  wax.  You  will  then 

B  b  add 
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add  it  to  your  tindlure,  at  lad  you  will  draw 
off  from  this  tindture,  by  a  foft  folution  in 
balneo  mariae,  the  fuperduous  humidity,  till 
your  tin&ure  is  thickened,  and  hath  the  con¬ 
fidence  of  run  honey  :  thus  you  will  have  a 
perfed  quinteffence,  which  deferves  to  be 
kept  in  veflels  of  gold,  on  the  fcore  of  its 
furprifing  and  wonderful  effeds,  both  for  the 
confervation  of  health,  and  the  cure  of  the 
greated  difeafes.  The  dofe  is  from  three  to 
four  grains,  every  morning  fading,  in  a  frefh 
egg,  or  fome  broth,  or  domachick  waters, 
and  other  vehicles  appropriated  and  fultable 
to  the  occafions  of  the  perfon  who  would  ufe 
it. 

"The  quinteffence  of  wolf’s  flejh ;  a  fpecifick 

in  the  fcrophula. 

Take  ten  pounds,  or  any  quantity  at  dis¬ 
cretion,  of  the  defh  of  a  wolf  newly  killed, 
a  pound  of  mineral  arfenick,  two  pounds  of 
the  dry  roots  of  the  common  arum,  larch- 
tree,  or  the  greater  many-leaved  dragon,  half  1 
a  pound  of  foot,  and  fix  pounds  of  lime- 
water;  put  and  mix  the  whole  together,  af-  | 
ter  cutting  in  pieces  the  wolf’s  defh,  and  beat¬ 
ing  and  macerating  the  roots  along  with  the 
defh,  and  fet  to  diged  in  a  large  glafs  bolt- 
head  dopped,  or  putrefy  in  hot  dung  for  a 
month  or  forty  days ;  afterwards  draw  off, 
by  a  foft  didillation,  in  balneo  mariae,  all  the 
humidity  you  can  by  that  way ;  convey  your 
alembick  to  the  fand,  and  continue  the  dif- 

tillatioir 
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filiation  by  a  ftrong  fire,  and  heightened 
much  it  baft,  to  drynefs  j  rectify  four  or  five 
times  all  the  diftilled  water  in  an  afh-heat  by 
the  retort,  and  calcine  the  feces,  by  a  violent 
degree  of  fire/  to  whitenefs ;  extract  the  fixed 
fait  from  thefe  calcined  feces,  with  the  water 
O'f  the  many-leaved  dragon,  or  larch-tree, 
and  perfectly  purify  it,  in  the  common  way, 
by  the  fame  waters,  till  the  folution  be  clear 
and  without  any  feces.  After  this,  difiolve 
this  purified  Lit  in  its  own  water,  diftilled 
above,  and  reftified  four  or  five  times  /  fet  iit 
digeftion,  in  a  foft  bath-heat,-  for  fifteen  days  j 
and  after  this  time,  diftil  by  the  bath,  with  a 
flow  heat,  all  the  humidity  which  can  thus 
rife,  and  what  remains  at  the  bottom,  will 
be  the  fpecifick,  and  the  quinteffence  of 
wolf’s  fieih,  which  you  will  keep  in  glafs 
flafks  well  flopped,  to  be  ufed  as  an  infallible 
remedy,  externally  applied  for  curing  and  re¬ 
moving  all  fcrophula’s,  and  conducing,  to  a 
good  and  laudable  cicatrice,  all  forts  of  ul¬ 
cers,  malignant  and  phagedenick,  in  a  very 
ihort  time,  by  applying  externally  fome  of 
this  quinteflence  on  the  ailing  part :  with  this 
tjuintellence  may  be  mixed  fome  oil  to  foften 
it,  and  moderate  the  pain,  which  the  adtion 
of  this  remedy  alone  fometimes  caufes  j  as  ei¬ 
ther  oil  of  bitter  almonds,  of  the  white  of 
eggs,  or  of  mandrakes,  or,  beft  of  all,  fome 
of  our  folar  balfam.  This  remedy  cures  alfo 
ganglions  and  the  cancers,  called  noli  me 
tangere* 

jAi 
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A  quint  e fence  or  elixir  drawn  from  the  hart „ 

Several  able  phyficians  have  fpoken  with 
commendation  of  this  elixir,  and  it  is  faid 
that  a  prince  of  Germany  maintained  his 
youthful  plight,  tho’  advanced  in  years,  by 
the  ufe  of  it.  Every  one  knows  that  the  hart 
may  live  for  feveral  ages  together,,  confe- 
quently  there  may  be  extracted  from  it  the 
principles  of  a  life  the  mod:  lading  ;  for  this 
purpofe,  a  hart  is  cut  in  pieces,  the  excre¬ 
ments  are  feparated,  the  bones  broken  }  the 
whole  is  let  to  diged,  the  didillation  gone 
upon,  and  the  phlegm  and  faline  fpirits  are 
feparated  by  repeated  digedions,  didillations, 
and  cohobations;  the  mafs  remaining  in  the 
alembick,  is  put  into  retorts ;  at  firft  there  is 
drawn  a  yellow  oil,  and  at  the  clofe  another 
black  fort,  very  dinking  ;  the  caput  mortuum 
remaining  fhould  be  calcined,  to  extradl  a 
volatile  and  fixed  lalt ;  from  it  an  earth  is  fe¬ 
parated,  which  mud:  be  purified,  to  be  ufed 
for  depurating  oils,  and  taking  off  their  dink. 
Repeated  elaborations  fhould  be  performed 
on  each  of  thefe  fubdances,  till  they  are  re¬ 
duced  to  their  elementary  date,  without  any 
admixture  of  excrementitious  matters.  In  this 
date  of  purity,  the  jundtion  of  all  the  prin¬ 
ciples  diould  be  made,  from  which  there  re¬ 
mits  a  very  fragrant,  penetrative  elixir,  and  of 
a  Angular  efficacy  for  prolonging  life. 

This  expofal  would  be  more  than  fuffici- 

for  any  one  already  initiated  in  the  fpa- 

gyrick 
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gyrick  art,  but  poffibly  too  fuccind  for  thofe 
eninftruded  in  that  pradical  fcience  j  where¬ 
fore  we  will  give  the  procefs  at  large,  fuch 
as  M.  Chambon,  firft  phyfician  to  John  Sot. 
biefky  king  of  Poland,  of  whom  I  have  al¬ 
ready,  in  this  work,  made  mention,  executed 
it  himfelf,  by  adding  to  it  fome  refledions 
which  he  made  on  the  fubjed. 

Take  a  live  hart  and  ftrangle  it ;  when 
cold  cut  it  in  pieces,  and  pound  it  in  an  iron 
mortar,  bones,  flefh,  fkin,  entrails,  and  horns* 
put  the  whole  into  earthen  retorts  well  luted  , 
a  third  empty ;  leave  all  in  this  date  till  an 
odour  comes  forth,  which  fhews  the  p utre- 
fadion  to  be  beginning  :  then  place  the  retorts 
on  wind-furnaces,  to  which  you  will  adapt 
large  recipients  or  matraffes,  which  you  will 
lute,  and  leave  to  dry  before  the  operation  ; 
condud  the  fire  gradually,  till  nothing  more 
comes  over :  this  finifhed,  let  the  matters 
cool,  put  thofe  of  the  recipients  into  one 
veffel  well  flopped,  afterwards  break  the  re¬ 
torts,  and  colled  the  fait  remaining  in  the 
neck,  which  mod  be  added  to  the  diftilled 
matter,  and  which  was  in  the  recipient :  cal¬ 
cine  in  a  ftrong  fire,  in  an  earthen  pot  well 
flopped,  what  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the 
retorts,  till  the  whole  be  reduced  to  afhes, 
which  is  commonly  done  in  fix  hours  time ; 
beware  of  unftopping  the  pot,  till  the  ope¬ 
ration  is  finifhed,  after  which  you  mu  ft  re¬ 
move  it  from  the  fire,  break  it,  put  the  mat¬ 
ter  on  different  pieces  of  grey  paper  in  glafs 

B  b  3  funnels^ 
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funnels,  and  the  funnels  in  glafs  bodies :  re¬ 
fume  the  diftilled  matter,  feparate  the  phlegm 
from  the  oils  and  falts,  which  you  will  fet 
apart.  The  diftillation  finifhed,  pour  the 
phlegm  or  water  on  the  calcined  matter, 
placed,  as  was  faid  above,  on  grey  papers ; 
repafs  this  phlegm  repeatedly  on  this  matter, 
in  order  to  be  charged  with  all  the  fixed  falts 
it  contains :  this  done,  put  your  oils  and  falts 
into  this  lixivium,  and  the  whole  into  a  bolt- 
head,  or  in  feveral  fmall  ones,  with  long 
necks,  a  third  empty  ;  fuffer  this  mixture  to 
reft,  and  when  the  water  is  become  infipid, 
or  devoid  almoft  entirely  of  faltnefs,  with 
which  it  was  charged,  open  the  cock  at  the 
bottom  of  the  veflel,  to  let  this  water  run ; 
if  the  veftel  hath  no  cock,  decant  the  water 
off.  When  the  matter  is  well  cooled,  break 
the  veffel,  in  order  to  remove  this  matter, 
which  will  refemble  a  foap,  juft  taken  from 
the  boiler ;  it  muff  be  held  in  a  lamp-heat 
for  forty  days,  after  which  you  will  put  this 
animal  foap  into  glafs  op  earthen  pots,  very 
neat  and  well  flopped. 

The  ufe  to  be  made  of  it  internally,  is  as  if 
follows :  you  muff  purge,  for  fome  time, 
with  the  aurifick  pills,  and  take  a  few  gly- 
Ifers  before,  and  even  in  the  courfe  of  uling 
it ;  of  a  morning,  on  an  empty  ftomach,  there 
are  given  from  five  to  twenty  grains,  in  fix 
fpoonfuls  of  a  flrong  broth  with  fpices ; a  you 

muff 

*  To  make  the  broth  with  fpices,  we  ought  to  draw  the 
extract  of  good  patridges,  good  fowl,  mountain  birds,  good 

' .  old 
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muft  keep  your  bed  for  two  hours,  with 
more  clothes  than  ordinary ;  the  ufe  of  it 
muft  be  continued  till  the  health  get  the  up¬ 
per-hand,  and  be  able  to  fupport  itfelf.  As 
to  the  external  ufe  of  it,  it  is  to  be  applied 
to  ulcers  $  with  it  tumours,  nodes,  indura¬ 
tions,  are  to  be  rubbed  till  cured,  by  making 
the  application  twice  a-day,  heating  it  a  little 
each  time  when  applied  ;  the  parts,  which 
are  not  open,  are  to  be  rubbed,  to  make  it 
penetrate  the  better. 

This  remedy  is  fo  powerful,  fays  M.  Cham- 
bon,  as  to  be  fuperior  to  all  thofe  in  common 
pradice,  and  above  all  criticifm.  He  allures 
us,  that  he  makes  the  publick  an  unvaluable 
prefent,  that  he  expeded  neither  employ  nor 
gratification  for  communicating  it,  tho’  the 
operation  hath  coft  him  much  trouble  and 
expences.  He,  moreover,  fays,  that  this  re¬ 
medy  deferves  truly  the  name  of  a  panacea ; 
Lilium,  potable  gold  5  that  it  is  a  precious  , 
iewel,  which  can  never  be  procured  in  Hip,r 
pocrates  or  Galen. 

B  b  4  C  H  A  /P, 

old  pigeons,  mutton,  old  cocks ;  to  which  add  fome  of  the 
flour  of  nutmeg,  cloves,  and  even  fome  viper  ;  all  meats  of  a 
flrong  juice,  alfo  aromatick  herbs :  but  when  you  add  fome 
drops  of  the  quinteftence,  at  the  time  of  taking  it ;  and  it  is 
only  ufed  as  a  vehicle  ;  it  muft  not  be  too  hot,  for  fear  of 
evaporating,  and  it  muft  be  taken  down  at  once. 
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CHAP.  II. 

t 

Quint offences  from  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

V  O  U  m uu  gather  large  quantities  of  black 
A  hellebore  in  the  month  of  October,  burn 
it,  and  extract  from  the  aihes,  with  vcare  and 
attention,  the  fixed  fait,  in  the  common  man¬ 
ner,  which  we  have  taught  in  feveral  places ; 
and  after  purifying  this  fait,  keep  it  till  the 
other  parts,  which  are  to  form  the  quintef* 
fence,  are  done  and  prepared.  Gather  alfo, 
in  the  fame  month,  the  root,  the  ftalks,  and 
the  leaves  of  hellebore,  and  after  clearing  the 
roots  of  all  the  earth,  and  cleaning  the  leaves, 
you  will  bruiie  the  whole  in  a  ftone  mortar, 
with  a  good  large  wooden  peftle,  and  you 
will  exprefs  the  juice  by  the  prefs :  after  ex- 
preffion  you  will  divide  it  into  two  parcels, 
keep  one  parcel  in  a  glafs  or  ftone  veffe-1,  to 
be  ufed,  as  fhall  be  hereafter  faid  ;  and  of  the 
otner  parcel  you  will  take  two  or  three  pounds, 
which  you  will  put  into  a  glafs  long- necked 
bolt-head,  and  which  you  will  flop  well,  to 
caufe  it  to  digeft  in  a  foft  bath-heat  for ? fif¬ 
teen  days,  after  which  you  will  diftil,  by  bal- 
net\m  maris,  all  that  well  can  5  cohobate  the 
diltination  on  the  marck  remaining  at  the 
bottom  of  the  veftel,  afterwards  pafs  the  whole 
torougn  trie  ftrainer,  and  put  into  the  prefs 
what  remains  over,  to  exprefs  and  have  all 
the  juice  j  caufe  to  evaporate  a  little,  but  very 
ioitiy,  the  humidity,  tor  the  fait,  contained 

therein. 
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therein,  to  cryftallize  in  a  cool  place,  where 
you  will  put  in  a  pipkin  all  your  cryftals, 
drawn  pure,  neat,  and  beautiful,  and  keep 
them  for  future  ufe.  From  the  parcel,  which 
we  faid  was  to  be  referved  after  divihon,  you 
will  draw  the  pure  fpirits  in  the  manner  pre¬ 
ferred,  and  with  the  attention  and  addrefs 
neceflfary  for  a  fkilful  artift.  Having  drawn 
your  fpirits,  and  having  them  pure  and  de- 
phlegmated,  you  will  add  to  them  the  cry¬ 
ftals  referved,  and  diftil  the  whole  together 
for  feven  times,  after  which  you  will  ftili  add 
your  pure  fixed  fait,  drawn  from  the  afhes 
of  the  hellebore,  which  you  have  alfo  refer¬ 
ved  from  the  beginning  of  this  operation : 
and  thus  you  will  have  all  the  principles  uni¬ 
ted,  which  you  will  keep  in  a  cryftal  flafk 
well  flopped,  after  adding  a  little  fpirit  of 
rofes,  impregnated  with  forne  grains  of  am¬ 
ber  and  mu  Ik. 

The  dofe  of  this  quinteflence  is  from  a 
fcruple  for  old  decrepid  people  every  week, 
and  for  younger  people  once  a  month  in  broth, 
the  yolk  of  a  frefh  egg,  cinnamon-water, 
imperial- water,  malvoify,  old  wine  with  lu- 
gar,  &c. 

Th  ough  this  quinteflence  be  no  fpecifick 
for  fcrophula’s  and  ulcers,  as  it  is  the  heft  of 
all  thofe  extracted  from  vegetables,  for  the 
reparation  and  confervation  of  the  human 
body,  it  may  be  very  falutary  in  all  forts  of 
difeafes,  and  thus  defer ve  to  be  placed  here, 
at  the  head  of  thofe  which  have  a  peculiar 

virtue 
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virtue  in  the  cure  of  the  malady  which  we 
have  been  upon.  * 

‘ The  quint ejjence  of  the  greater  and  lefs 

centaury . 

There  fhould  at  firft  be  drawn  the  tindlure 
of  both  centauries ;  this  tincture,  which  alone 
is  a  very  gentle  purgative  in  ferofities,  is 
drawn  by  the  fpirit  of  wine  and  vinegar  of 
lulphur.  Having  this  tindlure  pure,  it  mufi 
be  kept  in  order  to  add  it  to  the  quintefTence, 
which  you  will  make  of  the  whole  plant,  in 
the  very  way  and  manner  juft  given  for  mak¬ 
ing  the  quinteflence  of  hellebore ;  that  is  to 
fay,  that  after  exprefling  the  juice  of  the 
plant,  leaving  it  to  ferment,  and  drawing 
from  it  the  etherial  fpirit,  entirely  dephleg- 
mating,  and  perfedtly  purifying  it  by  feveral 
repeated  redlifications,  drawing  the  oil  per  de- 
fcenfum,  rectifying  it  three  or  four  times  on 
colcothar,  to  take  off  all  its  empyreuma,  and 
to  purge  it  from  its  heterogeneities  ; .  drawing 
the  fixed  fait  from  the  calcined  afhes,  and 
perfectly  depurating  this  fait  by  calcinations, 
folutions  in  its  phlegm,  and  by  the  requifite  | 
filiations  and  defecations  repeated  feveral 
times;  you  will  combine  thefe  three  prin¬ 
ciples  by  a  loft  bath-heat ;  and  the  combina¬ 
tion  finished,  you  will  add  the  tindlure  drawn 
from  the  flowers :  and  thus  you  will  have  a 
perfect  quinteflence,  whole  virtues  are  admi¬ 
rable,  and  almoft  univerfal,  for  expelling  all 
the  vitious  and  luperabundant  humours  of  the 

human 
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fiuman  body,  healing  every  wound,  every 
hurt,  every  internal  ulcer,  affuaging  every 
pain,  comforting  and  relieving  every  perfon 
of  a  weak  Rate  of  health,  and  of  vitious  hu¬ 
mours.  The  dofe  is  to  two  drams  of  a  morn¬ 
ing  on  an  empty  ftomach,  keeping  home,  and 
a  regimen  in  broth,  freih  eggs,  fyrups,  or 
water  appropriated  to  the  malady. 

ffhe  quinteffence  of  the  round-rooted  birthivort 

and  comjrey. 

Thefe  muft  be  gathered  in  the  fpring, 
above  all  the  roots  of  thefe  plants,  a  large 
and  nearly  an  equal  quantity  of  each ;  bruife 
them,  both  roots,  leaves,  and  ftalks,  and  ex- 
prefs  all  their  juice  by  the  prefs ;  put  this 
^uice  into  glafs  veifels,  in  a  cellar,  to  ferment. 
After  the  fermentation  is  all  over,  and  at  a 
ftand  a  little,  diftil  by  a  very  foft  fire,  in  or¬ 
der  to  feparate  the  etheriai  fpirit  from  the 
phlegm  ;  continue  the  diftillation,  after  draw¬ 
ing  off  the  fpirit,  and  fhifting  the  recipient, 
to  take  off  all  the  phlegm,  yet  without  run¬ 
ning  the  marck  dry,  which  muft  be  left  moift. 
This  phlegm  will  ferve  for  extrafting  and 
purifying  the  fixed  fait ;  cohobate  the  lpirit 
which  you  have  drawn,  and  which  is  in  feme 
fort  dephlegmated,  on  the  moift  marck  re¬ 
maining  at  the  bottom  of  the  body ;  digeft 
for  five  or  fix  hours  in  a  foft  warmth,  diftil 
the  fpirit  by  a  very  gentle  heat,  and  feparate, 
as  much  as  pofiible,  the  phlegm  ;  cohobate 
a-new  this  diftilled  fpirit  on  the  moift  marck 
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remaining  at  the  bottom,  digeft  for  two  or 
three  days,  and  re-diftil  the  fpirit,  dephleg- 
mating  it  at  each  time,  and  leaving  the  marck 
not  dry,,  which  you  will  reiterate  and  conti¬ 
nue  doing  in  the  fame  manner,  till  the  vo¬ 
latile  fait  afcend  into  the  capital :  gather  this 
fait  very  neat,  after  it  is  all  afcended,  and  no 
inoie  of  it  remains  in  the  feces ,  and  redtify 
it  three  or  four  times  with  its  pure  fpirit,  to 
which  you  will  add  it.  Then,  having  a 
quantity  of  dry  roots  and  ftalks  of  thefe  two 
plants,  you  will  break  and  cut  them  in  pie¬ 
ces,  to  extradt  tne  oil  per  defcenfum,  in  the 
accuftoracd  manner  :  having  drawn  this  oil, 
and  parted  it  from  the  water,  you  will  redtify 
it  three  or  four  times,  or  more  if  neceflary, 
to  take  off  its  empyreumatick  odour,  by  the 
retort  on  colcothar,  which  you  will  fhift  at 
each  rectification.  You  will  add  to  this  pure 
oil  .flowers  of  mullein  and  St.  John’s- wort, 
which  you  will  leave  in  the  fun  for  a  month  ; 
neatly  remove  thefe  flowers,  and  exprefs  the 
oil,  to  which  you  will  add  frefh  flowers  of 
the  fame  kind,  for  four  or  five  times,  expref- 
fing  them  always  till  your  oil  has  got  a  beau-  J 
tiful  red  tindture.  At  laft  you  will  draw  the 
fixed  fait  from  the  afhes  of  thefe  plants,  and 
purify  it  perfectly  by  folutions  in  its  phlegm, 
by  repeated  calcinations,  filtrations,  and  de¬ 
fecations  :  and  when  this  fait  is  perfedtly 
pure,  as  to  leave  no  mote,  no  muddinefs  in 
the  folution,  and  he  very  white,  limpid,  and 
clear,  fon  and  iuIIIc,  you  will  add  it  to  the 
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other  pure  parts  which  you  have  extracted 
from  thefe  plants  ;  that  is  to  fay,  to  the  fpi- 
rit  and  oil,  and  you  will  make  a  perfedt  and 
fubftantial  union  of  them  by  a  digeftion  in  a 
foft  bath-heat.  And  if  you  would  add  to  it 
oil  of  wax,  incenfe,  and  turpentine,  you  will 
make  the  greateft,  inoft  perfedt,  and  moll  ex¬ 
cellent  ballam  of  the  vegetable  nature,  for 
the  abfolute  cure  of  all  forts  of  wounds  and 
ulcers,  both  Ample  and  compound,  recent 
or  inveterate,  internal  or  external.  The  di£* 
patch,  the  mildnefs,  and  the  perfedtion  of 
thefe  cures,  may  make  it  be  conAdered  as 
approaching  to  a  miracle.  This  balfam  is 
taken  internally,  according  to  the  cafe,  in  ap¬ 
propriated  and  fuitable  vehicles,  at  any  hour, 
according  to  the  urgency  of  the  cafe*  It  is 
applied  externally,  by  mixing  it  with  appro¬ 
priated  unguents,  and  hot,  on  the  hurt  or 
wound,  after  walking  with  Wine  and  oil, 
and  a  tent  of  lint,  moiftened  with  the  arca¬ 
num,  is  left  upon  the  wound,  with  a  com- 
prefs  and  bandages  over ;  no  Ample  wound 
but  is  cured  in  twenty-four  hours. 

The  quint e [fence  of  fe a-  cabbage  or  foJdanella,  a 
fovereign  topick  for  refohing  and  dif cuffing 
all  forts  of  cold  and  fcirrhous ,  and  quickly 
bringing  to  fuppuration  hot  and  pblegmo- 
nicky  tumours. 

This  plant,  leaves,  ftalks,  and  roots,  flhouid 
be  gathered  in  great  quantity,  in  the  fpring 
of  the  year,  becaufe  then  it  is  full  of  juice, 

which 
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which  abounds  in  a  fpirit  and  nectar  of  life  j 
the  plant  mull  be  hi  ft  bruifed  in  all  its  parts, 
and  all  its  juice  ftrongly  exprelfed  by  the 
prefs ;  this  juice  is  to  be  put  into  tight  glafs 
velfels  in  a  cellar,  there  to  ferment  5  diftil  af¬ 
terwards,  by  a  very  foft  degree  of  heat,  the 
etherial  fpirit  and  the  phlegm  apart,  yet  with¬ 
out  drying  the  march,  but  leaving  it  frelh 
and  a  little  moift  5  reCtify  and  entirely  de-* 
phlegmate  the  fpirit  by  five  or  feven  diftiila- 
tions ;  cohobate  this  pure  fpirit  on  the  march 
of  the  hrft  diftillation,  digeft  by  a  gentle  heat 
for  fome  days  ;  re-diftil  this  fpirit,  and  re-co- 
hobate,  till  it  has  got  out  of  the  marck  all  the' 
volatile  fait,  which  will  happen  in  the  fourth 
or  fifth  diftillation,  when  this  volatile  fait 
will  rife  with  the  fpirit,  and  fallen  white  as 
fnow,  on  the  fides  of  the  body,  and  in  the 
capital.  Laftly,  add  this  volatile  fait  to  its 
fpirit  entirely  dephlegmated,  and  re&ify  them 
together  three  or  four  times,  along  with  the 
fixed  fait  drawn  from  the  afties  of  the  plant, 
and  purified  to  the  utmoft  perfection,  as  we 
have  laid  and  taught  above.  The  fubftantial 
union  will  be  accomplished  by  a  fermenta-  ' 
tion  for  eight  hours,  in  a  lukewarm  heat,  and 
afterwards  by  a  gentle  digeftion  for  fifteen 
days  in  allies :  you  will  keep  this  quinteftence 
carefully  in  a  glafs  flafk  well  corked.  It  is 
proper  in  the  cure  of  feveral  difeafes,  and 
for  purifying  the  blood  when  taken  inwardly. 
The  dofe  is  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  whole 
drachm,  for  thofe  of  a  good  temperament, 
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a  ftrong  and  robuft  conftitution  ;  to  be  given 
in  broths  or  fvrups  proper  for  the  difeafe. 
This  remedy  mu  ft  be  taken  very  early  in  the 
morning,  the  patient  muft  keep  his  room, 
and  obferve  the  proper  regimen  ;  the  remedy 
muft  be  repeated  fome  days  after,  if  the  dis¬ 
order  continue ;  and  if  the  difeafe  be  chro¬ 
nical,  and  of  a  long  (landing,  it  muft  be  taken 
thrice  a  month.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
this  remedy  being  often  emetick,  it  may  be 
foftened,  and  this  vomitive  quality  taken 
off,  by  letting  very  good  fpirits  of  wine  cir¬ 
culate  over  it  for  ten  or  twelve  days. 

For  difcuffing  cold  humours,  diffolving 
fcirrhous,  and  ripening  hot  and  inflamma¬ 
tory  tumours,  the  only  rubbing  it  in  exter¬ 
nally,  is  fufflcient. 

A  tinBur.e  of  the  flowers  of  the  great  dragon , 
a  fpeciflck  for  cicatrijing  fcrophula* s  ajter 
they  have  been  extingui fried  a?id  cured  inter¬ 
nally  by  the  fecrets  of  mercury ,  or  pimento 
or  antimony . 

The  herb  dragon  produces  a  large  cubical 
and  purple  flower ;  exprefs  the  juice  of  this 
flower  by  the  prefs,  get  a  quantity  of  it,  which 
put  into  one  or  more  glafs  or  (lone  veflfels, 
together  with  a  little  leaven  5  ftop  up  the 
veffel  clofe,  yet  not  to  be  full,  left  it  break, 
and  put  it  in  a  cellar  to  ferment.  After  fer¬ 
menting,  diftil,  with  a  very  gentle  fire,  or  in 
a  lukewarm  heat,  the  etherial  fpirit,  which, 
dephlegmate  and  re&ify  fix  or  feven  times : 
you  will  take  frefh  flowers,  and  pour  upon 

them 
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them  in  a  matrafs,  where  add  thereto  a  little 
vinegar,  or  acid  of  fulphur,  all  your  rectified 
fpirits  5  you  thus  leave  your  matrafs  flopped 
up  clofe  in  a  lukewarm  place,  but  not  over 
the  fire  or  in  the  fun,  for  the  fpace  of  a  month 
or  forty  days ;  afterwards  remove  and  exprefs 
properly  the  flowers,  and  add  to  your  tindure 
not  only  the  volatile  fait,  but  likewife  the  fixed 
fait  of  the  plant,  which  you  will  extrad  and 
purify  in  the  common  way,  as  has  been  faid 
before  in  the  other  arcana. 

By  the  fame  method  may  be  got  the  tinc¬ 
ture  of  other  flowers,  and  all  their  virtue  and 
odour  be  prefer ved. 

The  quint ejfence  of  turpentine . 

Take  one  or  two  pounds  of  turpentine? 
the  Venice  turpentine  is  the  beft  ;  mix  it  with 
an  equal  weight  of  very  good  fpirits  of  wine 
well  alcoholized,  beat  it  for  fome  time  with 
a  wooden  fpatula,  till  the  turpentine  be  en¬ 
tirely  diflolved  and  incorporated  with  the  fpi¬ 
rits  of  wine  :  when  it  is  well  incorporated, 
you  will  put  it  into  a  large  ftrong  glafs  ma¬ 
trafs,  fo  that  there  may  be  at  leaft  the  third  1 
part,  or  the  half  of  it,  empty  5  fhake  and  ftir  1 
the  vdfel  very  well,  and  for  fome  time, 
until  the  liquor  become  like  a  white  froth  • 
then  let  it  fettle  in  a  cool  place,  till  ,the  feces 
fall  to  the  bottom  and  form  a  fediment. 
When  all  is  fettled,  you  will  fee  the  fpirits 
of  wine  float  a-top  of  all,  underneath  will  be 
the  turpentine  diflolved  into  an  oil  of  a  yellow 
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colour,  and  under  that  will  be  a  very  white 
fait  of  the  turpentine,  which  is  to  be  fepara- 
ted  and  dried,  and  which  is  of  a  cathartick 
virtue,  and  a  ftrong  purgative ;  yet,  however, 
without  caufing  either  heat,  colick,  violent 
effects,  or  naufea’s,  and,  in  fhort,  without  any 
danger  or  alteration.  As  to  the  fpirits  of 
wine  and  the  oil,  after  mixing  them  together, 
let  them  digeft  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat  for 
fifteen  days,  the  veffel  being  flopped  up  very 
clofe  and  luted,  that  none  of  the  fpirits  may 
efcape.  After  this  digeflioni  diflil  by  an  afh- 
heat,  obferving  the  different  degrees  of  the  fire. 
At  fir  ft  give  it  a  flow  fire,  till  the  fpirit  of 
turpentine,  together  with  the  fpirits  of  wine 
and  the  phlegm,  come  over  in  the  diftilla- 
tion  :  then,  after  changing  the  recipient, 
heighten  the  fire,  and  the  oil  of  turpentine 
will  come  over  of  a  yellow  colour ;  upon  ftill 
heightening  the  fire,  the  red  oil  will  come 
over  ;  and  continue  the  fame  degree  of  fire 
till  the  diftillation  be  quite  finifhed.  Put 
both  thefe  oils  together,  the  yellow  and  the 
red,  rectifying  them  three  or  four  times  in  a 
retort.  As  to  the  marck,  or  magma,  which 
remains  dry  at  the  bottom  of  the  cucurbite, 
you  muft  reduce  it  to  a  fine  powder  in  a  glafs 
or  marble  mortar,  with  a  glafs  peftle,  and  pour 
upon  it  three  times  its  weight  of  the  fpirit  of 
turpentine  that  has  come  over  in  the  firft  dis¬ 
tillation,  together  with  the  fpirits  of  wine.  Di¬ 
geft  it  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  in  a  veffel  clofe 
flopped  up  for  fifteen  days,  that  all  the  marck 
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may  be  well  diffolved  :  diftil  it  afterwards  in: 
a  very  gentle  a£h~heat,  cohobate  that  which 
has  been  diftilled,  digeft  it  again,  re-diftil 
and  re- cohobate  it,  &c.  which  you  will  re¬ 
peat  until  the  volatile  fait  rife  with  the  fpi~ 
rits,  and  coagulate  on  the  capital,  in  the 
form  of  honey,  or  go  to  the  bottom  of  the 
recipient  in  the  form  of  oil.  As  to  the  march 
that  remains  after  this  diftillation,  you  may 
calcine  it,  and  reduce  it  to  afhes,  in  order  to 
get  a  little  of  the  fixed  fait  it  contains;  but 
it  has  very  little,  becaufe  the  fubftance  of  the 
turpentine  is  almoft  altogether  fulphurous, 
and  compofed  of  volatile  particles,  that  eva¬ 
porate  almoft  entirely  in  calcination  ;  where¬ 
fore  if  one  would  have  a  fixed  fait  to  add  to 
the  other  principles,  a  quantity  of  this  com¬ 
mon  refin  mult  be  burnt  with  the  entire 
march.  After  this,  by  our  common  method, 
the  fixed  fait,  and  even  the  volatile  fait,  being 
pdrfedtly  depurated  according  to  art,  will  be 
in  a  condition  to  be  added  to  the  fpirit  and 
the  oil ;  namely,  the  fixth  part  of  the  fpirit,, 
and  the  ninth  part  of  the  oil,  both  yellow 
and  red,  put  together,  and  fo  to  mix  the  1 
whole,  and  heep  it  in  cryftal  flalks  well  flop¬ 
ped,  as  an  admirable  fecret,  and  of  a  furpri- 
iing  and  fovereign  virtue  in  chronical  difeafes,.  ] 
for  the  cure  of  the  moft  obftinate,  and  the 
relief  of  fuch  as  are  abfolutely  incurable. 

The  quint  ejjence  of  opium . 

There  is  no  remedy  in  phylich,  that  has 
been  fo  much  commended,  and  fo  much 
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blamed,  as  opium,  either  by  the  ancients  or 
the  moderns  5  Hippocrates  made  great  elo~ 
giums  upon  it,  and  gave  it  the  preference  on 
all  occalions.  Pliny  and  Galen  have  found 
fault  with  it :  Paracelfus,  and  fuch  as  follow 
his  dodtrine,  have  extolled  it  highly ;  and 
whole  nations  conilantly  ufe  it.  The  Indi¬ 
ans  make  ufe  of  it5  not  only  in  their  difeafes, 
and  to  diffipate  their  melancholy  and  anxiety, 
but  likewife  to  procure  their  women  joy  and 
pleafure,  which  is  fo  much  the  more  agree¬ 
able,  as  with  them  it  has  always  the  relifh 
of  novelty,  and  which,  without  cloying,  leaves 
them  the  pleafure  of  refuming  it  again. 

The  Turks  likewife  make  ufe  of  moflac, 
which  is  no  other  than  opium,  for  the  fame 
purpofes  and  defign  as  the  Indians,  and  for 
animating  them  in  battle,  and  for  railing  their 
courage.  Laftly,  experiments,  a  thoufand 
and  a  thoufand  times  repeated,  and  the  happy 
fuccefs  with  which  they  have  been  attended, 
have  confirmed  its  reputation,  and  eftablifhed 
its  ufe  in  phyfick,  fo  that  it  is  called  lauda¬ 
num  ;  that  is  to  fay,  it  cannot  be  too  much 
commended. 

However,  there  is  abundance  of  difficul¬ 
ty,  inconvenience,  and  danger,  in  admini- 
ftering  this  remedy  •  not  but  that  it  is  an 
excellent  thing  in  itfelf,  when  well  prepa¬ 
red,  and  properly  adminiftered ;  but  this  is 
rarely  done;  for  it  is  a  poifon,  and  our 
greateft  adepts  have  not  perfectly  known  the 
right  method  of  preparing  it,  either  on  ac~ 
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count  of  the  toafting  they  gave  it,  the  me¬ 
diums  which  they  made  ufe  of,  and  the  ad¬ 
ditions  which  they  put  in  the  compofition  of 
this  remedy.  Moreover,  it  is  not  thoroughly 
determined,  that  we  have  in  Europe  the  true 
opium,  at  leaft  there  is  room  to  believe  that 
it  is  adulterated ;  we  fee  no  opium  in  drops 
or  tears,  and  I  queftion  whether  there  be  any. 
However  that  be,  being  obliged  to  ufe  the 
opium  which  is  brought  from  abroad,  that 
which  comes  from  Thebes,  or  Grand  Cairo, 
is  reckoned  the  beft  5  you  fhould  chufe  it 
heavy,  compact,  clean,  glutinous,  of  a  black 
colour,  inclining  to  red,  inflammable,  bitter 
to  the  tafte,  and  a  little  acrid  ;  its  fmell  fhould 
be  difagreeable  and  foporiferous. 

Inftead  of  endeavouring  to  remove  the  dif¬ 
ficulties  which  I  have  juft  fhewn,  and  to 
make  a  good  preparation  of  opium,  in  order 
to  be  able  to  adminifter  it  without  uncertain¬ 
ty,  danger,  and  always  with  fuccefs,  people 
have  fallen  into  frivolous  queftions,  namely, 
whether  opium  be  cold  or  hot  ?  If  they  had 
analyzed  it,  they  would  have  been  convinced 
that  this  mixt  is  almoft  altogether  fulphur.  j 

From  thefe  queftions,  which  have  begot  a 
vail  number  of  difputes  and  writings,  people 
have  adopted  a  fyftem  and  opinions  as  frivo¬ 
lous.  For  what  reafon,  fay  they,  is  opium  a 
poifon  ?  why  is  it  foporiferous  ?  Becaufe,  as 
they  believe,  it  has  particles  figured  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  to  flick  to  the  particles  of  the  vi¬ 
tal  or  animal  Ipirits,  and  embarraffing  them, 
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hinder  their  motion,  and  fo  bring  on  deep* 
I  iincerely  avow  that  I  know  nothing  of  this 
jargon,  and  that  I  fhould  know  juft  as  much 
of  it,  as  if  the  fomniferous  power  of  opium 
were  afcribed  to  an  occult  quality,  which  at 
this  day  is  treated  as  ignorance. 

No:  I  have  no  mind  to  give  myfelf  any 
trouble  about  knowing  how  its  effedls  are 
produced,  and  in  what  manner  opium  brings 
on  deep ;  it  is  fufficient  for  me  to  know  that 
it  does  fo  5  I  honeftly  declare,  that  I  do  not 
know  any  thing  of  it,  and  that  whatever  at¬ 
tempts  I  have  made  in  my  own  thoughts  to 
know  it,  I  have  not  been  able  to  fucceed. 
By  this  avowal,  I  think,  I  merit  the  title  of 
as  good  a  phydcian  as  any  of  thofe  who  fay 
things  they  fancy  in  their  own  heads,  and 
fay  a  great  deal  lefs  than  if  they  had  fa  id  no¬ 
thing. 

But  I  ought  not  to  be  contented  with  find¬ 
ing  out  the  faults  of  others,  1  ought  to  do 
better ;  and  thus  I  fhould  confine  myfelf  only 
to  know,  that  opium  has  a  fomniferous  qua¬ 
lity,  which  the  Creator  of  all  things  has  g L 
ven  it ;  it  is  no  matter  how :  I  fhould  only 
be  concerned  about  putting  it  in  fuch  a  ftate, 
as  to  operate  well,  ufefuily,  and  without  any 
danger,  or  trouble fome  accident,  as  Vanhel- 
mont  fays,  Felix  ceger  cujus  auxiliator  medi - 
cm  novit  lethalia  d  papavere  feparare  5  i.  e. 
cc  happy  the  patient  whofe  phydcian  knows 
cc  how  to  feparate  whatever  is  mortal  from 
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We  know  how  people  are  alarmed,  when 
opium  is  propofed  to  be  given,  from  the  in— 
ftances  which  we  have  of  the  misfortunes 
that  have  arifen  from  it  often,  when  admi- 
niftered  according  to  the  common  prepara¬ 
tions,  which  are  looked  upon  as  the  mcft  in¬ 
fallible  in  the  common  pharmacy,  a  flngle 
grain  of  which  can  kill  a  patient \  which 
fhows  that  it  is  one  of  the  rankeft  poifons, 
confequently  this  preparation  is  bad,  much 
to  be  dreaded,  and  does  not  anfwer  expec¬ 
tation/ as  not  being  founded  upon  true  phy- 
ficks :  however,  there  is  not  a  remedy  in  the 
vegetable  kingdom,  that  has  a  more  energe¬ 
tical,  more  noble,  or  fo  infallible  a  virtue,  as 
opium  when  well  prepared ;  and  that  by  the 
cures  thereby  performed  upon  people,  from 
difpofltions  which  often  appear  fo  oppoftte, 
that  one  would  be  tempted  to  fay  that  there 
was  an  intelligent  principle,  as  it  were,  in  this 
remedy,  to  perform  as  it  ought. 

In  faff,  it  is  applied  with  fuccefs  almoft  in 
every  cafe,  when  one  knows  how  to  make  a 
proper  ufe  of  it,  becaufe  when  nature  can  re-  . , 
cover  a  calm  in  any  difeafe,  more  than  half 
way  is  got  towards  the  cure,  and  often  with¬ 
out  any  other  remedy,  fhe  alone  performs 
wrhat  is  proper  to  be  done. 

Nature  never  produces  thefe  effects,  if  fhe 
be  not  fni  juris ,  and  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity, 
into  which  fhe  alone  cannot  put  herfelf,  be¬ 
ing  too  much  agitated,  confined,  and  almoft 
vanquished.  A  dole  of  opium  is  given  in¬ 
fernally, 
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■ternally,  and  it  is  applied  externally;  if  it  be 
well  prepared,  a  calm  comes  on  direddy  as  it 
were  by  a  kind  of  miracle,  nature  is  re-unda¬ 
ted  again  in  her  juft  rights,  the  fpirits  which 
were  difordered  recovering  vigour,  one  falls 
afleep,  fweats  gently,  and  feels  no  more  pain ; 
it  is  a  kind  of  magick,  which  produces  a  fort 
of  atony,  fo  to  fpeak.  Before  I  finifh  what 
I  thought  proper  to  fay  on  the  fuhjedt  of 
•opium,  in  order  to  exprefs  myfelf  more  ac¬ 
curately,  I  fhall  ufe  the  very  terms  given 
ns  by  Paracelfus  and  Vanheimont  upon  the 
fame  fubjed. 

Vanheimont  fays,  that  it  appeafes  the  irri¬ 
tations,  feditions,  violent  commotions,  inqui¬ 
etudes,  rage,  and  fury  of  the  archeus,  or  ori¬ 
ginal  principle,  which  is  the  chief  diredor  of 
life,  confequently  of  health  and  ficknefs ;  fo 
that  it  reftores  peace  and  harmony  between 
the  mover  and  its  motions,  in  fo  effectual  a 
manner,  that  after  having  gently  appeafed 
pains,  it  brings  on  a  fweet  agreeable  deep,, 
which  reftores  nature  entirely,  and  re-efta- 
blifties  the  ftrength  of  the  poor  patients,  who 
are  weak  and  languid,  on  account  of  the  pain 
arifingcfrom  inquietudes  and  watchings, which 
certainly  is  at  leaft  half  the  cure  of  a  difeafe, 
what  quality  foever  it  be  of ;  for,  fomzms  re- 
far  at  vires^  feftaque  membra  levat ,  i.  e.  “  deep 
<c  repairs  ftrength,  and  relieves  the  fatigued 
£C  body  A  whence  may  be  concluded,  that  na~ 
tura  corroborata  eft  omnium  morborum  medica - 
trix  \  1.  e,  that  <f  nature,  being  corroborated, 

C  c  4  4C  cures 
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^ '  cures  all  difeafes.”  This  is  confirmed  even 
by  the  text  of  Paracelfus,  in  his  7th  book  de 
archidoxis ,  in  the  chapter  that  treats  of  the 
fpecifick  anodyne :  cc  There  are  feveral  rea- 
■ c  fons,  fays  this  author,  which  have  obli- 
cc  ged  us  to  fpeak  of  this  fpecifick  anodyne, 
cc  becaufe  we  have  treated  certain  difeafes, 

C£  where  all  our  arcana’s  have  failed  us,  exr 
€C  cept  this  fpecifick  anodyne  alone,  which 
has  produced  marvellous  effedts,  at  which 
we  have  not  been  neyerthelefs  furprifed5 
becaufe  we  know  that  water  extinguifhes 
<£  fire,  and  this  anodyne  extinguishes  difeafes 
<c  in  the  fame  manner,  and  that  for  feveral 
“  reafons,  which  we  forbear  mentioning ; 

**  for  that  which  refts  and  fieeps,  does  no 
<c  harm  even  naturally :  if  therefore  the  pa- 
cc  roxyfm  be  laid  afleep,  it  is  not  felt  at  all, 

£C  its  operation  ceafes,  and  is  not  perceived. 

C£  Herein  we  have  caufe  to  comfort  ourfelves, 
cc  that  deep  makes  a  great  deal  of  uneafinefs, 
anxiety,  and  melancholy,  to  pafs  away 
cc  unperceiyed.  But  here  we  muft  obferve, 

€£  that  it  is  not  neceffary  that  the  perfon 
c'  fleep,  but  that  the  very  difeafe  muft  do  1 
€C  fo  too.” 

Though  I  have  already  proved,  that  fer¬ 
mentation  fhquld  be  a  general  and  neceffary 
preparation  for  all  matters,  I  think  it  never- 
thelefs  of  importance  to  acquaint,  that  it  is 
indifpenfible,  particularly  for  vegetables-  there 
is  however  a  little  art  to  be  ufed,  and  fome 
^iftindtion  to  be  made,  as  to  different  fubjedts; 

where- 
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wherefore  I  have  thought  it  of  ufe  to  enter 
into  a  particular  detail,  by  making  the  pro¬ 
per  diftindtions  as  to  each  ;  for  inftance,  gums 
contain  fomething  refinous,  that  is  hard  to 
diffolve  in  water.  I  fhall  explain  myfelf 
more  precifely  in  another  place,  that  I  may 
leave  no  ambiguity,  nor  any  thing  farther  to 
be  defired  for  a  perfect  preparation. 

Take  fifteen  pounds  of  dew  gathered  in 
the  month  of  May,  or  rain-water,  which  you 
will  diftil ;  after  that  is  done,  you  will  take 
twelve  pounds  of  it,  which  you  will  put  in¬ 
to  a  good  and  flrong  matrafs  half  filled,  into 
which  you  will  put  three  pounds  of  good 
honey,  called  roi  de  Narbonne  3  your  matrafs 
being  flopped  up  clofe,  and  your  water  and 
honey  being  in  it,  put  it  in  a  flove,  and  let 
it  ferment 3  after  it  has  fermented,  take  three 
pounds  of  the  diflilled  dew  or  rain-water, 
which  you  have  had  from  the  fifteen  pounds 
above-mentioned,  mix  them  in  a  very  tight 
ftoiie  pan,  take  a  pound  of  good  opium, 
which  you  muft  beat  very  well  in  the  pan 
where  the  three  pounds  of  water  are,  and 
keep  doing  fo  till  the  whole  be  reduced  to  a 
pap  or  mafia,  with  the  water  which  dif- 
folves  at  the  fame  time  what  is  foluble ; 
warm  that  which  is  in  the  pan,  and  pour 
it  into  the  matrafs  where  the  honey  ferments, 
and  though  that  which  is  muddy  do  not  dif¬ 
folve  at  firft,  however  the  adtion  of  the  fer¬ 
ment  diffolves  and  purifies  it  by  degrees,  which 
excites  a  much  ftronger  motion  than  the  ho¬ 
ney 
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ney  alone  can  ;  fd  you  muff  put  your  matrafs 
in  which  are  the  honey,  water,  and  opium, 
into  a  ftove,  until  this  new  folution  and  fer¬ 
mentation  be  finifhed  :  after  all  is  over,  and 
in  this  condition,  take  a  large  glafs  cucurbite, 
place  it  upon  an  athanor  in  a  fand-heat,  with¬ 
out  lighting  the  fire,  put  a  glafs  funnel  to  this 
cucurbite,  and  with  feme  filtring  paper,  care¬ 
fully  filter  the  matters  in  the  matrafs ;  when 

you  have  done  this,  take  the  funnel  away, 

**  *■ 

and  fit  on  the  cucurbite  its  capital  and  in¬ 
cipient,  luting  the  whole  very  clofe,’  -and 
when  the  luting  is  dry,  light  the  fire,  diftil 
with  a  graduated  fire,  and  draw  iff  all  the 
fpirits  that  have  the  tafte  of  opium  :  when 
no. more  fpirits  rife,  let  the  fire  go  out,  let  the 
veffels  cool,  unlute  the  recipient,  ftop  it  up 
clofe,  take  the  cucurbite,  pour  what  is  in  it  in¬ 
to  a  glafs  evaporatory,  put  it  on  an  athanor  in 
an  afinheat,  and  make  all  the  phlegm  evapo¬ 
rate  with  a  flow  heat,  till  it  be  of  the  con- 
iiflence  of  a  very  liquid  honey  ;  in  this  con¬ 
dition  put  the  whole  together,  that  which 
fhall  remain  in  the  evaporatory,  and  the  fpi-  , 
rits  in  the  recipient  that  are  not  redified,  to 
the  end  that  the  phlegm  may  diffolve  the 
fait  and  the  tindure  of  the  refidue ;  fhake 
and  ftir  all  thefe  matters  in  the  recipient,  put 
it  to  digefl:  with  a  very  gentle  fire,  in  an  afh- 
heat,  for  three  days  together :  after  this  di- 
geftiori,  folution,  and  union,  filter  your  matters, 
redify  and  draw  off  the  phlegm  by  a  gentle 
diflillation  in  balne6  marias  5  by  this  means 

you 
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you  will  have  the  fait  of  the  opium,  which 
is  fudorifick,  united  with  its  volatile  iulphur, 
that  produces  a  marvellous  fecret,  which  you 
mull  keep  in  a  cryllal  flalk  for  the  following 
ufe. 

This  opium  thus  prepared,  is  an  infallible 
fpecifick  for  all  difeafes,  it  is  foporiferous, 
anodyne,  and  fudorifick,  it  lays  lharp  pains, 
it  is  good  for  rheumatifins,  nephritick  colicks, 
inflammations  of  the  thorax  and  brain,  deli¬ 
riums,  violent  dyfenteries,  accompanied  with 
gripes  and  vapours ;  and  for  all  cafes  where 
the  acrimony  of  the  humour  wants  to  be 
foftened  and  tempered. 

The  dofe  is  from  ten,  fifteen,  twenty,  or 
forty  drops,  which  may  be  put  in  proper  ve¬ 
hicles  for  the  difeafes,  cinnamon  waters,  el- 
fence  of  vipers,  or  aromatick  broth  :  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  this  remedy  are  gentle  and  infallible, 
without  fear  of  any  bad  accident. 

This  remedy  is  fo  gentle,  fo  analogous  to 
our  natures,  that  it  is  almoft  impoffible  to 
perceive  any  alteration  in  the  pulfe  ot  the  pa¬ 
tient  who  has  taken  it,  which  is  quite  other- 
wife  when  common  laudanum  is  taken.  It 
does  not  necelfarily  caufe  fleep,  feeing  that  a 
great  many  patients  who  take  it,  are  not  for¬ 
cibly  made  to  fleep  by  a  fudden  ftupefadtion, 
as  laudanum  prepared  in  the  common  way 
does ;  but  the  patient  finds  by  it  all  the  good 
effedts  of  refrelhing  eale  and  tranquillity  that 
he  can  defire ;  fo  that  if  he  fleep,  it  is  rather 
from  a  call  of  nature,  than  from  any  over- 
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ruling  determination  in  the  remedy ;  from 
which  it  may  be  concluded,  of  what  fervice 
fuch  a  remedy  may  be  in  phyfick. 

CHAP.  III. 

Squint  offences  drawn  from  the  mineral  kingdom. 

1 The  quintejfence  of  mercury . 

TV/f  ERCURY,  properly  and  duly  prepa- 
1  A  rec]5  contains  the  greateft,  the  moft  uni- 
verial,  and  the  moft  fovereign  remedy  in  na¬ 
ture,  for  the  cure  of  almoft  all  difeafes,  fome 
of  which  yield  to  no  other  :  it  is  efpecially  a 
Ipecifick,  as  all  the  world  agrees,  for  all  ve¬ 
nereal  difeafes,  for  purifying  the  blood,  and 
evacuating  cold  humours,  confequently  for 
curing  fpeedily  and  thoroughly  fcrophula’s, 
of  what  nature  foever  they  be,  or  to  what  de¬ 
gree  foever  of  malignity  they  are  raifed,  ulce¬ 
rated  or  not :  but  in  order  that  mercury  may 
produce  all  thefe  falutary  effects,  without 
producing  any  other  bad  ones,  and  without 
any  danger,  one  muft  prepare  and  free  it 
from  its  natural  leproly,  foften  its  arfenical 
cauftick  quality,  and  digeft  its  malignant  cru-  | 
dities.  In  a  word,  fever  and  extract  from  the 
centre  of  its  fubftance,  the  perfedf  pure  part 
which  it  contains,  and  which  abforbs  and 
deftroys  all  the  bad  qualities  it  has  in  it,  at 
which  one  may  infallibly  arrive  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  method. 

Get  mercury  taken  from  artificial  cinnabar 
wafhed  and  purged  very  well  with  diftil- 

led 
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led  vinegar,  and  purified  fait,  and  palled 
two  or  three  times  thorough  fhamois  leather ; 
fublime  it  three  or  four  times  with  vitriol  and 
purified  nitre  (for  if  the  intermediate  bodies  be 
not  pure,  the  fublimation  cannot  be  fo)  after 
this  you  will  fublime  it  feven  times  with  decre¬ 
pitated  and  well  purified  fait  alone,  changing 
and  renewing  the  fait  in  each  fublimation. 
The  fublimations  fhould  be  made  with  a  well 
graduated  fire,  kept  up  flowly  for  four  or  five 
hours  at  lead,  in  order  that  the  fpirits  of  the 
fait  may  have  time  to  open  and  penetrate  the 
mercury,  before  they  take  it  up,  and  fo  by 
that  means  not  take  up  with  it  its  impuri¬ 
ties  ;  it  is  much  better  to  do  the  fublimations 
in  glafs  retorts,  or  a  matrafs  laid  upon  its 
fide,  with  a  recipient  to  the  neck,  in  order 
to  receive  the  fpirits  that  will  come  over: 
thefe  fpirits  are  very  good,  and  will  ferve  you 
for  other  ufes ;  and,  befides,  the  mercury 
taking  no  air  by  the  aperture  of  the  fublima- 
ting  veffel,  has  more  fpirit,  and  is  purified 
more  thoroughly:  you  fhould  likewife  ob- 
ferve,  in  each  fublimation,  not  to  take  of  the 
fublimate  mercury  but  what  is  cryftalline  and 
compad,  and  to  rejed  all  that  which  is 
around  the  veffel,  or  flicks  to  it,  that  is  not 
bright,  or  that  is  fuliginous,  and  like  fine 
meal-duft.  Having  thus  the  mercury  fubli- 
med  very  pure,  very  white,  and  very  bright, 
you  will  reduce  it  to  a  powder  in  a  long¬ 
necked  matrafs,  and  pour  upon  it,  to  the 
height  of  four  or  five  fingers,  perfed  fpirits 
of  fait  redified  feveral  times,  and  entirely  de- 

phlegmated. 
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phlegmated,  or  even  its  own  vinegar  reCti- 
tied,  that  is  prepared  and  extracted  from  a 
pure  amalgama  of  tin,  very  pure  crude  mer¬ 
cury,  and  very  well  fublimated  mercury,  ex^ 
trailed  with  one  or  other,  of  thefe  difiolvents, 
for  a  whole  month  together,  that  is  to  fay, 
forty  days,  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  keeping 
your  veffel  always  very  clofe  flopped.  When 
this  time  is  paft,  you  will  decant  into  another 
glafs  veffel  all  the  folution  that  is  clear,  and 
pour  home  frefh  diffolvent,  of  the  fame  na¬ 
ture  with  that  which  you  have  been  ufing, 
upon  what  remains  in  the  bottom  of  the  ma- 
trafs,  and  has  not  been  diflolved  •:  digeft  it  as 
before,  until  the  fublimate  mercury  be  quite 
diflolved  by  your  diffolvent ;  and  if  by  this 
fecond  addition  of  the  diffolvent,  there  ftill 
remain  fome  mercury  undiffolved,  you  will 
add  more  of  it  ftill,  and  digeft  it,  and  that 
until  there  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  ma- 
trafs  only  fome  flight  feces :  put  all  your  fo- 
lutions  in  a  good  matrafs,  and  add  thereto  a 
fufficient  quantity  of  very  good  alcohol  of 
wine,  fo  that  there  may  be  almoft  the  fame 
weight  with  your  other  diffolvents,  and  fee  1 1 
that  your  matrafs  be  but  two-thirds  full  at  ' 
moft :  fealthe  veffel  very  clofe  up,  and  put  it  to 
digeft  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  till  it  hath 
come  to  putrefaction  ;  then  put  the  diftilling 
veffel  upon  afhes,  and  diftil  with  a  gentle  heat 
all  the  lpirits  from  it :  when  thefe  have  come 
over,  you  will  heighten  the  fire  after  chang¬ 
ing  the  recipient,  and  with  a  graduated  fire  you 

will 
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will  make  the  oil  of  mercury  to  come  over  ; 
which  when  done,  at  leaft  in  part,  you  will 
leave  in  the  bottom  of  the  retort  the  feces? 
which  you  will  take  out  to  diffolve  and  di- 
geft,  as  before,  in  the  fame  fpirits  which  you 
will  fee  diftilled.  You  will  do  in  every  thing 
with  thefe  feces,  as  we  have  faid  already,  un¬ 
til  the  whole  fubftance  of  your  fublimated 
mercury  have  rifen  in  white  oil,  and  the  fe¬ 
ces  which  remain  at  the  bottom  be  altoge¬ 
ther  black,  and  in  fmall  quantity ;  you  will 
calcine  thefe  black  feces  with  a  very  ftrong 
fire,  and  they  will  have  acquired  a  kind  of 
whitenefs,  from  which  you  may  then  get  a 
fixed  fait,  and  purify  it  thoroughly  by  the 
common  method,  and  add  it  to  the  oil  which 
you  will  have  rectified  feven  times  in  frefli 
retorts:  thus  will  you  have  finifhed  your 
quintefience,  which  you  will  keep  in  cryftal 
fiafks  clofe  flopped  up,  to  ufe  as  occafion  re¬ 
quires. 

The  quintejfence  of  orpiment ,  a  fpecijick  for 
the  radical  cure  of  fcrophula7 s. 

Tho’  arfenick  and  orpiment,  fuch  as  na¬ 
ture  furnifhes  us  with,  be  the  moft  violent 
and  dangerous  poifons,  however  by  means  of 
the  fpagirick  art,  managed  by  a  fkilful  and 
expert  hand,  may  be  drawn  therefrom  the 
moft  perfect,  and  moft  fovereign  remedies  5 
remedies  that  are  gentle  and  friendly  to  our 
natures,  and  remedies  that  are  infallible  for 

the  cure  of  a  great  number  of  difeafes,  and 

for 
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for  all  forts  of  ulcers,  particularly  cancers  and 
fcrophula’s,  both  internal  and  external.  The 
reafon  of  this  marvellous  change  that  is  made 
from  a  mortal  poifon  to  an  animating  the- 
riaca  is,  that  arfenick,  whether  white,  yellow, 
or  red ;  for  they  are  all  of  the  fame  nature, 
and  only  differ  as  to  more  or  lefs  digeftion, 
and  a  more  or  lefs  exalted  fulphur  ;  arfenick, 
I  fay,  contains  plentifully  in  its  centre  the 
pure  part  the  fire  and  fait  of  nature  ;  and  it  is 
a  poifon  only  on  account  of  the  great  number 
of  heterogeneous  particles  that  enter  into  its 
compofition,  and  the  extreme  crudity  of  its 
parts.  It  is  from  hence  that  people  com¬ 
monly  fay,  and  often  without  knowing  for 
what  reafon,  fuch  and  fuch  a  mixt,  vegetable 
or  mineral,  contains  arfenical  particles ;  that 
is  to  fay,  heterogeneous  and  very  crude  par¬ 
ticles  :  but  by  my  labours,  conducted  accord-* 
ing  to  the  true  rules  of  art,  I  remedy  thefe 
defeds ;  I  perfedly  feparate  and  reject  thefe 
heterogeneous  parts,  and  I  give  the  pure  fub- 
ftance  the  neceffary  digeftion,  in  difengaging 
from  the  centre  this  fire  of  nature,  which 
alone  effeds  all  that  is  falutary,  and  creates, 
fo  to  fpeak,  a  perfed  being.  You  will  arrive 
at  it,  wdth  the  help  of  God,  by  conduding 
your  labours  upon  orpiment  in  the  following 
manner : 

Take  a  pound,  or  what  quantity  you  pleafe, 
of  orpiment ;  and  after  reducing  it  to  a  fine 
powder,  you  will  mix  it  well  with  double 
its  weight  of  good,  pure,  and  well  dried  nitre. 
3  Put 
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Put  all  this  mixture  into  a  good,  large,  and 
ftrong  crucible,  covered  with  another  cruci¬ 
ble,  with  a  hole  a-top,  thro'  which  the  tip 
of  the  little  finger  may  eafily  pafs;  fallen 
your  crucibles  very  tight  together  with  an 
iron  wire,  and  lute  with  a  good  luting  not 
only  the  junctures,  but  like  wife  the  whole 
body  of  the  lower  crucible  :  when  the  luting 
is  dry,  you  will  put  it  in  a  furnace  under  the 
chimney,  where  you  will  fet  fome  lighted 
coals  at  the  bottom,  and  fill  it  up  to  the  top 
with  black  coals  very  dry,  that  they  may 
thus  burn  of  themfelves  without  blowing : 
when  the  crucible  fhall  be  very  hot,  make  a 
detonation  of  the  matter  with  falt-petre,  fhun 
very  carefully  the  lleam,  for  it  is  very  dan¬ 
gerous  and  very  poifonous ;  for  which  reafon 
I  have  faid  it  fhould  be  put  in  a  furnace  un¬ 
der  the  chimney :  when  the  detonation  is 
over,  and  the  falt-petre  has  done  burning, 
you  will  leave  the  crucible  in  the  open  fire, 
and  always  very  red,  for  a  whole  day,  that 
the  orpiment  may  be  entirely  calcined,  and 
all  its  fpirits  evaporated.  I  ftill  advile  you  to 
avoid  thefe  fpirits,  which  are  very  fubtile 
and  very  poifonous ;  but  which  having  gone 
off  by  means  of  this  long  and  ftrong  calcina¬ 
tion,  all  the  danger  cf  the  operation  is  over. 
After  the  crucible  cools,  you  will  take  out 
the  calx  of  the  orpiment,  reduce  it  to  pow¬ 
der,  and  wafh  it  well  feveral  times  with  very 
clear  fpring,  or  river-water  diftilled,  in  order 
to  take  all  the  falt-petre  out  that  might  have 
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remained ;  and  when  the  water  fhall  come 
off  quite  infipid,  and  without  any  filth,  you 
will  dry  by  a  gentle  fire  your  calx,  which 
you  will  ftiil  mix  with  an  equal  weight  of 
flowers  of  fulphur,  and  a  like  quantity  of  ni¬ 
tre  :  put  this  mixture  in  a  ftrong  and  large 
crucible,  in  order  to  calcine  it  in  a  large  open 
fire,  till  your  matter  become  very  white,  and 
it  continue  io ;  then  wafh  your  white  calx, 
in  order  to  take  out  all  the  falt-petre  ;  after 
which,  having  dried  it  well  at  a  gentle  fire, 
and  reduced  it  to  a  fine  powder,  you  will 
put  it  up  in  a  good  ftrong  matrafs,  or  an  oval 
glafs  velfel,  which  you  will  cover  very  well 
round  with  a  good  luting,  which  you  will 
take  care  to  dry  well :  flop  the  mouth  of 
your  velfel  very  clofe,  and  put  it  in  a  rever¬ 
beratory,  for  a  month  together,  or  more,  till 
your  calx  of  orpiment  fhall  have  got  a  very 
beautiful  red  colour,  and  when  in  that  con¬ 
dition  you  will  take  it  out  of  the  reverbera¬ 
tory,  even  though  the  whole  month  be  not 
elapfed, 

Dilfolve,  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  your  red 
calx,  and  reduce  it  to  a  powder,  with  good  'f 
fpirit  of  fait  rectified  and  thoroughly  dephleg- 
mated  ;  when  your  fpirit  will  be  tinged  and 
coloured  very  well,  you  will  decant  "it  clear 
into  a  glafs  retort,  which  you  will  flop  up 
immediately;  and  you  will  put  the  like 
fpirits  of  fait  upon  the  calx  that  remained  at 
the  bottom  of  the  veflel,  for  it  is  not  likely 
tnat  you  will  dilfolve  the  whole  at  once,  nor 
even  at  two  or  three  times ;  you  will  then 
3  pour 
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pour  the  fpirit  from  the  calx,  when  it  is  fuf- 
riciently  tinged,  and  pour  frefh  on  always  in 
a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  until  the  whole  he  dif- 
folved,  and  it  have  tinged  the  fpirit  of  fait : 
you  will  put  all  your  folutions  together  in  a 
glafs  retort,  in  order  to  diftil  it  in  afhes  or 
land,  at  firft  with  a  very  gentle  fire,  until 
you  have  brought  over  all  the  fpirit  of  fait ; 
and  wnen  that  is  done,  you  will  change  the 
recipient,  and  heighten  the  fire  by  degrees, 
till  it  come  to  be  very  ftrong,  in  order  to 
bring  over  the  oil  or  very  red  tindlure,  which 
you  will  rectify  leven  times  in  frefh  retorts. 
Laftly,  you  will  put  it  into  a  circulatory  vef- 
fel,  in  order  to  make  different  alcohols  of 
wine  to  circulate  therein,  to  the  height  of  four 
or  five  fingers,  for  eight  days  together;  hav¬ 
ing  after  that  drawn  it  off  by  a  very  gentle  dif- 
tillation,  you  will  digeft  your  tindlure  in  afhes 
upon  an  athanor,  or  with  the  fire  of  a  lamp, 
for  fiiteen  or  twenty  days.  Thus  your  quin- 
teftence  will  be  perfect,  and  you  will  keep 
it,  till  you  have  occafion  for  it,  in  ftrong  glafs 
or  cryftal  flafks  well  flopped. 

^  The  dole  is  from  one  drachm  to  two 
drachms,  in  fome  broth,  in  the  morning  faff¬ 
ing  ;  or  even  it  may  he  applied  externally 
upon  the  part  affedted,  either  altogether  alone, 
or  mixed  with  fome  frefh  butter,  a  little 
warmed,  with  a  comprefs  laid  over  it. 


,  The  quint e [fence  of  fulphur. 

Though  this  quinteffence  be  not  fpecified 
for  the  cure  of  fcrophula’s,  however  I  thought 
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I  fhould  do  the  publick  a  piece  of  fervice  ta 
give  it  here,  not  only  on  account  of  its  excel¬ 
lent  efficacy  againft  all  forts  of  phthyficks  and 
heCticks,  afthma’s,  and  difficulty  of  breath¬ 
ing,  and  for  the  cure  of  ulcers  in  the  lungs 
and  thorax  •  againft  all  forts  of  ulcers  or 
wounds,  and  venomous  bites,  againft  a  frefh 
contracted  leprofy,  pains  of  the  gout,  fciatica, 
and  rheumatifm  5  but  likewife,  becaufe  but 
few  of  thole  who  undertake  to  make  this 
quinteffence,  make  it  as  it  ought  to  be ;  whence 
it  happens  that  patients  are  unhappily  difap- 
pointed  of  their  expectations,  and  true  phy- 
lick  differs  a  reproach,  which  is  only  due  to 
Inch  as  practice  it,  without  knowing  any 
thing  beyond  the  outfide  or  fkin.  Herein 
then  you  will  proceed  as  follows  : 

lake  common  fulphur  reduced  to  a  pow¬ 
der,  and  lublime  it  three  times  with  vitriol 
purified  and  calcined  to  a  red  colour,  chang¬ 
ing  the  vitriol  each  fublimation ;  after  this 
you  will  fbblime  your  flowers  of  fulphur  fe- 
ven  times  with  common  fait  decrepitated, 
and  thoroughly  purified  and  blanched  by  fe¬ 
deral  repeated  calcinations,  folutions  in  dif-  j 
tilled  rain-water,  evaporations  and  deficca- 
tions,  changing  likewife,  and  renewing  the 
fait  at  each  fublimation,  and  that  until  your 
flowers  of  fulphur  rife  very  white.  The  fait 
which  you  have  ufed  may  ferve  you  again, 
and  is  as  good  as  any  other,  for  what  purpofe 
ibever :  alter  you  fhall  have  calcined,  diffol- 
ved,  and  purified  it,  you  will  put  thefe  flowers 

thus 
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thus  fublimed  and  become  very  white,  into 
a  long-necked  matrafs,  and  lute  its  mouth  on 
the  furnace  of  a  reverberatory,  with  a  mode¬ 
rate  Heat,  for  a  month  or  more,  until  that, 
by  heightening  the  fire  by  degrees,  yet  fo 
that  the  flowers  may  not  melt,  they  become 
of  a  perfect  red  colour  like  a  ruby.  Then 
you  will  water  and  imbibe,  by  little  and  lit¬ 
tle,  your  flowers  with  oil  of  fweet  almonds, 
very  well  and  often  rectified ;  the  oil  muft 
float  above  the  flowers  the  height  of  fome  fin¬ 
gers  :  you  will  put  it  to  digefl:  in  foft  afhes 
for  fifteen  days,  and  until  the  oil  have  drawn 
the  tindure  from  the  flowers  of  fulphur,  and 
become  very  red,  then  you  will  feparate  it 
from  the  flowers,  and  put  fome  frefh  in  its 
place,  digefting  it,  as  before,  till  it  be  tinged  : 
you  will  feparate  it  again,  and  put  it  with  the 
firft,  and  put  fome  more  frefh  oil  to  the  flow¬ 
ers,  until  all  your  flowers  have  thus  tinged  the 
redified  oil  of  fweet  almonds :  you  then  will 
have  an  excellent  fpirit  of  wine  alcoholized, 
which  you  will  pour  upon  your  tinctured 
and  coloured  oil ;  you  will  put  as  much  fpi- 
rits  of  wine  as  you  have  oil,  and  digefl:  the 
whole  together  in  a  glafs  matrafs,  flopped  up 
very  clofe,  upon  lukewarm  afhes,  until  the 
fpirits  of  wine  be  well  tinged  :  you  will  de¬ 
cant  this,  and  pour  fome  more  upon  the  oil, 
in  order  to  tinge  it  too ;  and  by  this  means 
you  will  draw  off  all  the  tindure  of  the  ful¬ 
phur  with  which  the  oil  was  impregnated. 
After  this  put  all  your  tindures  of  wine  into 
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a  large  and  high  cucurbite,  in  a  foft  balneum 
mariae,  in  order  to  diftil  all  the  fpirits  of 
wine,  which  being  altogether  come  over, 
you  will  leave  at  the  bottom  the  pure  tinc¬ 
ture,  which  you  will  diftil  in  afhes,  in  ano¬ 
ther  recipient,  and  it  will  be  very  red,  and  of 
a  very  beautiful  colour.  After  this  you  will 
rectify  this  tindture  feveral  times  in  a  retort, 
and  keep  it  carefully  in  well  flopped  bottles, 
as  being  of  excellent  ufe. 

If  you  have  the  red  flowers  of  fulphur  by 
the  fame  preparation,  you  may  eafily  diftolve 
them  in  your  oil  or  tin&ure;  and  thus  by 
one  or  two  rectifications  alone,  you  will  aug¬ 
ment  your  oil  or  quinteffence,  as  much 
as  you  pleafe  5  and  as  much  as  you  will 
have  of  thefe  red  flowers  of  fulphur,  which 
will  always  have  the  fame  virtue,  and  have 
a  very  agreeable  fmell.  Experience  will  make 
you  prize  this  tindture  more  than  all  I  can 
lay  of  it, 

% 

\ The  qui?2tejj'ence  of  common  fait , 

If  you  can  get  common  fait  made  from 
fea- water,  by  a  Ample  evaporation  without  1 
boiling  it,  or  that  which  they  call  flowers  of 
fait,  that  is  made  in  the  falt-houfes  atPecay 
near  Aiguemortes  in  Languedoc  5  it  is  the  heft 
for  making  the  quinteffence  :  but  if  you  can¬ 
not  get  it,  take  common  fait  from  a  falt- 
granary,  and  at  firft  caufe  the  one  or  the 
other  of  thefei  falts  to  decrepitate,  and  after 
that  diftolve  it  in  a  fufficiejit  quantity  of  rain¬ 
water, 
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water,  gathered  at  the  equinoxes,  diddled 
feven  times  after  putrefaction ;  filter  the 
Solution,  evaporate,  or  diftil  gently,  to 
drynefs  ;  diffolve  it  with  fome  of  the 
fame  water;  filter  and  diftil  it  again,  till  it 
be  quite  dry,  which  you  will  repeat  feveral 
times  with  frefh  water,  and  until  your  fait 
be  thoroughly  pure,  white,  clear,  and  trans¬ 
parent,  without  acrimony,  and  aim  oft  fweet ; 
yet  it  will  not  arrive  at  this  degree  of  requi¬ 
site  perfection,  until  your  Solution  fhall  be 
clear  and  clean  before  it  is  filtered,  that  no¬ 
thing  fhall  make  it  look  muddy,  and  that 
you  fhall  not  fee  any  mote  fwim  in  it ;  if  the 
time,  the  feafon  of  the  year,  and  your  apart¬ 
ment  will  permit,  you  muft  expofe  for  fome 
hours,  in  the  fun,  your  fait  to  dry,  after  you 
have  drawn  off  the  water  that  has  diffol- 
ved  it,  either  by  diftillation,  or  evaporation. 
Having  thus  your  fait  perfectly  pure  and  dry, 
you  will  put  it  into  one  or  more  ftrong  glafs 
or  ftone  retorts,  well  luted  with  a  good  lu¬ 
ting,  that  can  ftand  a  very  long,  ftrong,  and 
violent  fire :  fee  that  the  retort  be  no  more 
than  half  full,  fit  to  it  a  very  large  recipient, 
or  large  glafs  matrafs,  lute  the  junctures  very 
clofe,  and  when  the  luting  fhall  be  well 
dried,  you  will  give  it  the  fire  by  degrees, 
and  raife  it  very  ftrongly  at  the  laft.  This 
diftillation  is  from  fixty  to  Seventy-two  hours ; 
you  muft  not  entirely  let  out  the  fire,  nor  let 
that  degree  of  it  be  remitted,  it  fhould  rather 
be  encreafed  than  flackened.  After  that  the 

D  d  4  diftil* 


4°S  A  Treatise  on 

diftillation  fhall  be  finifhed,  that  is  to  fay, 
after  that  no  more  will  come  over,  neither 
fpirit  nor  fleam,  you  will  keep  up,  for  fix  or 
feven  hours  at  leaft,  the  fire  very  violently; 
you  will  mind,  while  the  firft  fpirits  come 
over,  to  moderate  your  fire,  for  fear  left  the 
fpirits,  which  are  very  violent  and  tumultuous, 
fhould  break  all,  if  urged  too  ftrongly ;  the 
other  fpirits  which  come  over  after  the  white 
fleams,  are  not  fo  impetuous,  and  you  may 
heighten  the  fire  boldly  without  danger ;  you 
muft  likewife,  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
diftillation,  keep  linen  clothes  moiftened  in 
frefh  water  upon  the  matrafs  or  recipient,  that 
the  coolnefs  may  make  the  fpirits  that  cir¬ 
culate  in  the  recipient,  in  the  form  of  va¬ 
pours,  conaenfe  the  fooner  :  at  laft  you  will 
let  the  fire  go  out  of  itfelf,  and  not  unlute 
the  neck  of  the  recipients  to  feparate  them, 
till  all  be  very  cold  ;  and  even  after  you  have 
feparated  them,  you  will  immediately  flop 
them  up  with  linen  floppies  moiftened  in  a 
clean  water,  and  the  floppies  fitted  clean  too, 
and  you  will  let  them  lie,  with  what  is  in 
them,  in  a  cool  place,  at  leaft  for  twenty-four 
hours,  or  even  two  or  three  days,  that  all  the 
fpirits  may  have  time  to  fettle,  penetrate  the 
pores  of  the  water,  and  become  themfelves 
fpirituous  waters:  after  this  diftil  them  in 
atnes  upon  the  caput  mortuum,  in  order  to 
depnlegmate,  and  rectify  them  in  a  cucurbite 
feven  times  at  leaft  ;  put  them  entirely  de- 
phlegmated  and  rectified  into  a  glafs  bottle 

well 
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well  flopped,  till  you  have  purified  the  fixed 
fait,  which  you  will  take  from  the  caput 
mortuum,  according  to  the  ufual  method  in 
other  fixed  falts  ;  you  will  purify  this  fait 
very  carefully,  by  repeated  folutions  with  its 
water  or  pure  phlegm,  by  calcinations,  filtra- 
tions,  diflillations,  and  defecations,  till  you 
have  made  it  very  white  and  very  pure,  with¬ 
out  any  feces  in  the  folution,  melting  like 
wax  at  a  gentle  heat,  and  fweet  like  fugar, 
and  till  at  length  you  have  brought  it,  by  a 
flow  codlion,  to  a  red  and  fhining  colour ; 
not  till  you  have  brought  it  to  the  lafl  degree 
of  perfection,  will  you  put  it  to  its  pure 
fpirit,  which  we  have  above  told  you  to 
referve:  you  will  add  an  equal  weight  of 
each  together,  and  you  will  put  thereto 
of  an  excellent  alcohol  of  wine,  in  equal 
weight,  to  both  together,  I  mean  the  fpirit 
and  the  fixed  red  fait:  you  will  put  the 
whole  in  a  glafs  retort  flopped  up  very  clofe, 

which  you  will  fet  in  a  lukewarm  bath- heat 
* 

for  a  philofophic  month,  in  order  to  digefl, 
and  till  the  fpirit  be  tinged  with  the  red  co¬ 
lour,  and  till  one  fee  by  that,  that  it  has 
drawn  the  very  foul  and  tindlure  of  its  fub- 
flance,  which  confequently  it  will  have  truly 
diflolved,  and  that  with  a  radical  phyfical 
folution.  Laflly,  after  this  digeflion  and 
folution,  you  will  filter  and  diflil  it  to  dry- 
nefs,  cohobate  what  fhall  be  diftilled,  upon 
that  which  remained  in  the  bottom  of  the 
velTel,  and  which  could  not  rife  in  the  firft 

diflil- 
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difliilation  3  diftil  and  cohobate  it  over  again* 
till  all  rife  volatile  and  come  over  into  the  re¬ 
cipient :  you  muft,  laft  of  all*  in  order  to 
make  your  quinteffence  perfedt,  rectify  it  four 
or  five  times  in  frefh  and  very  neat  retorts* 
and  feparate  all  the  fpirits  of  wine  from  it,  fo 
that  there  may  be  no  fort  of  mixture  of  he¬ 
terogeneous  particles,  and  that  it  may  be  per- 
feftly  pure:  put  up  in  cryftal  flafks  well 
flopped,  this  precious  quinteftence,  and  keep 
it  for  ufe.  Its  virtues  are  innumerable  5  it 
ferves  internally  and  externally. 

Its  dole  is  from  one  drachm  to  two  drachms 
in  fome  broth  or  old  wine,  with  a  little  fugar, 
01  in  cinnamon- water,  annifeed* water,  impe¬ 
rial-water,  theriacal  water,  or  other  vehicles 
proper  for  the  difeafe,  at  all  hours  and  at  all 
feafons,  according  as  it  is  wanted  :  but  if  it 
be  to  recover  ftrength,  or  to  ward  off  old 
age,  and  to  maintain  youth  in  its  force  and 
vigour,  it  muft  be  taken  every  morning  fall¬ 
ing,  till  one  find  he  has  had  enough  of  it. 

The  quinteffence  of  lead , 

Take  a  beautiful  minium  or  litharge,  which 
you  will  difiolve  in  very  ftrong  wine- vinegar, 
diftilled  and  well  dephlegmated 3  filter  ^the 
iolution,  and  let  it  gently  evaporate  in  a  cop¬ 
per  veffel,  till  it  be  of  the  confidence  of  ho¬ 
ney  3  difiolve  this  rnarck  in  frefh  vinegar  dif¬ 
tilled  ;  when  it  fhall  be  well  diffolved,  you 
will  digeft  it  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat  for  the 
ipace  of  a  month  3  after  this  filtrate  and  eva¬ 
porate 
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porate  it  till  it  come  to  the  confidence  of 
honey ;  repeat  thefe  folutions  in  frefh  vinegar 
didilled 3  diged  it  in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat  for 
fifteen  days,  for  the  two  following,  and  for 
ten  days  for  the  three  lad  filtrations  and  eva¬ 
porations,  till  it  be  of  the  confidence  of  ho¬ 
ney,  after  you  fhall  have  made  feven  of  thefe 
operations  with  diddled  vinegar  3  and  at  the 
lad  draw  off  all  the  vinegar,  yet  without  too 
much  drying  the  matter:  you  will  diffolve 
this  magma  in  excellent  alcohol  of  wine,  and 
diged  it  for  fifteen  days  in  balneo  marine,  the 
veil'd  being  clofe  dopped  up  and  fealed,  that 
the  fpirits  of  wine  may  not  efcape,  and  that 
the  more  fubtiie  parts  may  not  evaporate. 
After  this  digedion  is  over,  you  will  diftil 
in  a  retort,  with  a  very  gentle  heat,  all  the 
fpirits  of  wine  3  which  having  come  entirely 
over,  you  will  change  the  recipient,  and 
augmenting  the  fire  by  degrees  and  carefully, 
you  will  draw  off  fil'd  the  fpirits  of  the  lead, 
which  fhould  be  white  and  fweet  3  and  after 
that,  in  a  fredi  recipient,  you  will  bring 
over  the  oil,  which  will  be  of  a  yellow  co¬ 
lour  at  fird,  and  afterwards  very  red  :  you 
will  redlify  this  oil  four  or  five  times  in  frefh 
glafs  retorts  3  then  take  all  the  feces  that  re¬ 
mained  at  the  bottom  of  the  retort,  and 
which  fhould  be  black  and  tarnifhed,  and 
calcine  them  in  a  drong  fire,  and  for  feme 
time,  until  they  become  very  white  3  you 
will  thus  reduce  them  to  powder,  and  put 
them  in  a  fufficient  quantity  of  didilled  wa¬ 
ter  3 
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ter ;  there  mull  be  at  leall  eight  or  ten  parts 
of  water,  for  one  part  of  the  powdered  white 
feces ;  you  will  keep  the  velfel  where  all  this 
fhall  be,  in  a  boiling  bath-heat,  between  feven 
and  eight  hours ;  and  if  your  water  walle  too 
much  by  evaporation,  I  mean,  if  it  evaporate 
more  than  half,  you  will  lubllitute  fome  frefh 
in  its  place,  that  all  the  fixed  fait  which  is  in 
thefe  feces  may  be  dilfolved,  and  go  into  the 
water.  After  this  you  will  let  this  water 
fettle  out  of  the  bath-heat,  that  it  may  cla¬ 
rify,  and  the  fediment  fall  to  the  bottom  of 
the  velfel,  and  form  an  hypollafis :  decant 
this  clear  water,  or  drain  it  through  a  filtre  of 
brown  paper,  and  let  it  evaporate  very  gent¬ 
ly  till  it  become  dry ;  calcine  this  fait,  which 
the  water  has  left,  diffolve,  filtre,  and  eva¬ 
porate  it  to  drynefs;  repeat  feveral  times 
thefe  operations,  till  by  this  means  alone  your 
lalt  become  very  white,  very  pure,  till  it  be 
fweet  and  eafily  melted,  like  wax  or  butter. 
When  your  fait  lhall  come  to  this  degree  of 
perfection,  you  will  put  it  to  its  white  fpirit, 
which  came  over  before  by  didillation,  before 
the  red  oil,  and  which  you  will  have  taken  [ 
care  to  redtify  at  lead  five  times.  Having 
thus  put  them  together,  you  will  keep  them 
in  a  lukewarm  bath-heat,  the  velfel  being  clofe 
dopped  up  for  fifteen  days ;  after  this  you 
will  didil  the  fpirit,  and  cohobate  it  upon  the 
fixed  fait,  which  will  remain  in  the  bottom 
fo  long,  till  the  fait  will  rife  volatile  to  the 
capital  ■,  make  this  fait  rife,  and  fublime  fe¬ 
ven 
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ven  times,  till  it  be  perfectly  pure  :  after  this 
you  will  add  it,  with  its  fpirit,  to  the  red  oil, 
jfeven  times  rectified  :  you  will  let  the  whole 
digeft  together  for  a  month  in  a  lukewarm  bath- 
heat,  and  after  that  ten  days  upon  an  athanor 
in  foft  afhes.  Thus  thefe  three  principles  be¬ 
ing  divided,  purified,  digefted,  and  joined 
together,  only  conftitute  one  and  the  fame 
homogeneous  fubftance,  the  virtue  of  which 
cannot  be  exprefled,  for  the  cure  of  fores, 
ulcers,  and  burns,  for  laying  the  internal  heat 
of  a  fever,  and  elpecially  of  flow  fevers,  for 
the  cure  of  the  green- ficknefs,  and  every 
uterine  diforder. 

The  dofe  is  a  fcruple  in  fome  broth  or 
waters  competent  to  the  difeafe,  in  the  morn¬ 
ing  falling  5  the  patient  mult  keep  his  room, 
and  obferve  a  regimen,  becaufe  fometimes 
the  remedy  operates  very  ftrongly  up  and 
down,  fometimes  by  urine,  at  other  times  by 
fweat,  according  to  the  neceffities  of  nature : 
but  thefe  purgings,  how  violent  foever  they 
be,  are  nowife  dangerous  nor  fatiguing,  be¬ 
caufe  they  are  natural.  There  may  likewife 
be  made  a  balfam  of  lead  for  external  appli¬ 
cations. 

The  quintejfence  of  marcafites  gold ,  a  fpe- 

cifick  for  fcrophula' s. 

You  will  have  marcafites  of  gold  reduced 
to  powder,  which  you  will  mix  with  an  equal 
weight  of  common  fait  decrepitated  and  well 
purified  by  feveral  operations :  put  this  mix- 
3  ture 
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ture  into  a  good  ftrong  retort,  luted  all  over 
with  a  good  luting;  let  it  be  filled  only  a 
half,  or  a  third  part  3  fit  to  it  a  large  glafs  "re¬ 
cipient,  and  lute  the  junctures  very  ftrongly 
and  accurately  :  give  it  the  fire  by  degrees, 
and  continue  it  until  all  the  fulphurous  fpirits, 
both  of  the  fait  and  the  marcafite,  have  come 
over  into  the  recipient,  and  have  turned  to  a 
water,  which  will  be  exceeding  acid,  and 
Which  you  will  rectify  feven  times,  dephleg- 
mating  perfectly  the  fpirits,  which  you  will 
put  in  a  glafs  bottle  flopped  up  very  tight,  to 
ferve  you  for  ufe  hereafter.  As  to  the  mag¬ 
ma  which  will  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the 
retort  alter  extracting  the  fpirits,  you  will  re¬ 
duce  it  to  a  powder,  in  order  to  edulcorate  it, 
and  to  take  all  the  fait  from  it  that  has  re¬ 
mained  therein,  by  feveral  repeated  wa filings 
with  fpring,  river,  or  diitiiled  rain-water, 
till  the  water  come  over  mild  and  infipid, 
without  any  tafte  of  fait :  then  after  having 
aried  your  powder  of  the  marcafite,  you  will 
put  it,  and  mix  it  nicely  with  its  equal  weight 
of  beautiful,  very  bright,  and  very  dry  nitre, 
and  you  will  detonate  it  in  a  ftrong  earthen 
vefiel,  in  a  great  fire  of  coals :  after  this  you 
will  feparate  the  marcafite  from  the  fait  of 
nitre  by  feveral  wafhings,  as  vou  have  done 
before  with  the  common  fait.  Put  this  pow¬ 
der,  very  well  edulcorated  and  dried,  into  a 
long- necked  matrafs,  whofe  mouth  is  exactly 
luted,  to  a  moderate  reverberating  fire  for  a 
month,  and  until  it  has  got  a  very  beautiful 

red 
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red  colour ;  then  taking  it  off  the  fire,  you 
will  pour  upon  it  its  own  fpirit  rectified  feven 
times,  and  you  will  digeft  it  in  a  lukewarm 
bath-heat,  till  the  fpirit  be  well  coloured, which 
you  will  then  decant,  and  pour  more  fpirit 
upon  the  marcafite,  which  muft  float  about 
four  fingers  above  it :  thefe  being  coloured 
like  the  firft,  you  will  pour  them  off,  and 
put  fome  frefh  to  it,  until  all  the  tindture  be 
extracted  and  added  to  the  fpirit.  After  put¬ 
ting  all  your  tinged  fpirits  into  a  glafs  retort, 
which  you  will  flop  up  tight,  you  will  put 
them  to  digeft  in  balneo,  for  fifteen  days, 
after  which  you  will  diftil  them  in  a  retort 
four  or  five,  or  feven  times  if  needful,  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  all  the  oil  or  tindlure  come  over 
with  the  fpirits,  whofe  intimate  union  will 
be  eafily  brought  about,  if  at  each  diftillation 
you  take  care  to  feparate  the  little  phlegm 
that  may  ftill  remain  therein. 

The  dofe  of  this  tindture  or  quinteffence, 
is  from  eight  to  ten  drops  in  fome  broth,  or 
proper  vehicles.  It  is  Jikewife  applied  exter¬ 
nally,  always  with  falutary  effedts,  by  mixing 
fome  drops  of  it  with  the  ointments  or  oils 
that  are  competent  and  proper  for  the  cure  of 
the  difeafe.  It  is  a  fpecifick  againft  fcrophu- 
la’s,  not  only  thofe  that  are  ulcerated,  but 
likewife  thofe  that  are  not.  It  fhould  be 
applied  externally,  in  order  to  refolve  them 
in  a  little  time,  and  to  root  out,  extinguifh, 
and  deftroy  whatever  is  cancerous :  nothing 
is  a  more  fovereign  remedy  for  the  fpeedy 
cure  of  all  cutaneous  difeafes. 

Te 
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The quint e fence  of  red  coral ,  a  fiver  eign  fpe- 
cifck  for  the  curing  and  confilidating  all 
fores  and  ulcers,  and  for  entirely  purifying 
the  whole  mafs  of  the  blood ;  as  likewife  for 
comforting  the  heart  and  flomach . 

Get  fome  red  coral,  which  you  will  re¬ 
duce  to  a  very  fine  powder,  to  an  alcohol 
upon  the  marble ;  after  which  you  will  dif- 
folve  it  in  very  fharp  vinegar,  drawn  from 
the  butter  of  antimony  rectified  three  or  four 
times,  and  made  of  equal  parts  of  crude 
Hungarian  antimony,  and  of  mercury  fub- 
limated  feven  times  with  purified  fait  $  make 
your  folution  by  digefting  it  in  a  lukewarm 
bath-heat ;  and  if  what  you  have  put  at  firft 
of  the  diflolvent,  be  not  fufficient  to  diflolve 
all  the  powder  of  the  coral,  you  will  put 
fome  frefh  to  it ;  after  which  you  will  decant 
that  which  is  digefted,  and  which  is  impreg¬ 
nated  with  all  it  could  diflolve.  The  whole 
being  diflolved,  you  will  filtrate  the  folutions, 
and  caufe  all  the  liquor  to  evaporate  in  a  difli, 
or  in  a  filver,  gold,  or  ftrong  cryftal  bafon, 
till  it  be  dry  ;  afterwards  diflolve  this  fait  of  1 
coral  that  remains  at  the  bottom  of  the  eva¬ 
porating  veflel,  in  diftilled  rain-water  •  filtre 
and  dry  your  fait  till  you  have  purged  it  of 
all  earthy  impurities,  till  it  melt  like  wax,  be 
as  fweet  as  fugar,  and  clear  like  cryftal.  After 
that  you  have  brought  your  fait  of  coral  to  this 
degree  of  perfedfion,  by  the  method  prefcri- 
bed,  you  will  take  fome  more  red.  coral,  as 

much 
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much  as  you  have  taken  at  firft,  in  order  td 
reduce  it  to  a  white  and  pure  fait *  and  after 
you  fhall  have  reduced  it  td  an  impalpa¬ 
ble  powder,  you  will  mix  it  With  an  equal 
weight  of  very  neat  pure  fal  armoniae,  you 
will  fublime  it  in  a  proper  matrafs  or  glafs 
retort,  until  the  fal  armoniae  rife  very  red* 
impregnated  with  the  tinfturd  of  coral,  which 
fhould  be  white  at  the  bottom.  You  will 
afterwards  feparate  this  tindture  of  fal  armo- 
niac  with  fpirits  of  wine,  very  pure  and  very 
much  alcoholized,  which  in  their  turn  taking 
up  all  the  red  tindtufe,  will  leave  the  fal  ar- 
moniack  very  white  at  the  bottom  :  then  you 
will  draw  off  the  fpirits  of  wine,  and  fepa¬ 
rate  them  by  a  very  gentle  diftillation  in  bal- 
neo  mariae  $  and  you  will  add  the  tindture 
which  will  remain  at  the  bottom  of  the  vef- 
fel,  to  your  pure  and  mild  fait,  which  you 
have  prepared  before.  Laft  of  all,  you  will  di- 
geft  the  whole  with  a  gentle  afh-heat,  which 
is  equal  and  continual,  upon  the  athanor  or 
lamp,  for  a  month,  and  all  will  be  perfedlly 
finilhed.  Thus  you  will  have  a  fait  of  coral 
of  the  mod  beautiful  red  colour  in  the  world, 
whofe  virtues  will  be  admirable. 

The  dofe  is  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  whole 
drachm,  in  good  broth,  a  frefh  egg,  theriacal 
or  imperial  waters,  malmfy,  wine  with  fome 
fugar  in  it,  or  other  Vehicle  proper  for  the 
difeafe,  or  the  palate  of  the  patient.  It  may 
be  taken  at  all  hours,  but  not  juft  after  eat- 
fbg,  and  when  the  ffomach  is  already  over- 

E  e  loaded, 

i  f  *• 
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loaded.  If  any  has  a  mind  to  ufe  it  exter¬ 
nally  and  topically,  for  the  cure  of  wounds, 
fores,  ‘add  internal  or  external  ulcers,  it  muft 
be  mixed  with  fome  balfamick  oils,  and  ap¬ 
plied  a  little  warm  upon  the  part  affedted. 


with  a  comprefs  and  bandage. 

*£he  quintejfence  of  pearl. 


After  you  have  reduced  your  pearl  to  an 
alcohol,  by  a  ftrong  and  long  trituration 
upon  the  marble,  you  will  entirely  dilfolve  it 
in  balneo,  with  vinegar,  or  a  very  lharp  acid, 
drawn  from  antimony  or  fublimated  mercury, 
the  fame  with  that  ufed  in  the  quintelTence 
of  coral :  when  the  folution  is  over,  you  will 
filter  the  liquor  through  paper,  and  having 
put  it  into  a  matrafs  clofe  flopped,  you  will 
digeft  it  for  a  whole  month  together  in  a 
lukewarm  heat,  that  the  folution  of  the  fub- 
fiance  of  the  pearls  may  be  made  in  all  its 
purity .  and  perfedtion.  After  this  digeflion 
you  will  diflil  in  balneo  all  that  can  rife,  or 
at  leafl  tiil  it  be  of  the  confiftence  of  melted 
honey,  and  you  will  let  it  Hand  and  dry  in 
a  difh  or  diver  pan  •  and  this  you  will  repeat 
two  or  three  times  with  very  fharp  vinegar  ;  ' 
after  this  you  will  thoroughly  purify  this 
fait  of  the  pearl  that  remained  at  the  bottom, 
and  was  dried  with  a  foft  heat,  with  diflilled 
rain-water,  until  vour  fait  he  verv 
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glafs  veffel  that  is  dole  flopped  up,  in  order  to 
circulate  therein  between  eight  and  ten  days ; 
afterwards  diflil  this  precious  liquor,  which 
you  will  cohobate  a  number  of  times,  in  order 
to  fublimate  the  fait  of  the  pearl,  which 
fhould  rife  whiter  than  fnow,  and  fweeter 
than  fugar.  You  may  keep  it  alone,  and 
without  any  mixture;  and  if  you  have  a 
mind  to  mix  it,  in  order  to  give  it  more  vir¬ 
tue  and  efficacy,  do  it  with  an  oil  or  effence 
of  philofophick  gold,  in  cryflal  flafks  flopped 
up  very  tight,  for  the  marvellous  ufes,  which 
all  authors  make  mention  of ;  wherefore  I 
forbear  here  entering  into  any  detail  upon  it. 

The  dofe  is  from  half  a  drachm  to  a  whole 
drachm,  in  the  morning  falling,  or  at  any 
hour  of  the  day  or  night,  if  need  require,  in 
fome  broth,  a  frefh  egg,  good  old  wine  with 
fome  fugar  in  it,  aqua  vitas  with  fugar,  dis¬ 
tilled  waters,  cinnamon-water,  annifeed-wa- 
ter,  imperial  and  theriacal  waters,  or  any 
other  competent  vehicle  proper  for  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  the  flate  of  the  patient. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  i.  That  the  true  and 
phyfical  purification  of  falts,  cannot  be  per¬ 
formed  but  by  putrefaction  ;  and  that  confe- 
quently  purifications  brought  about  by  re¬ 
peated  folutions,  filtrations,  and  calcinations, 
or  deficcations,  is  properly  no  other  than  a  pre¬ 
paratory,  yet  necelfary,  purification.  2.  That 
the  putrefaction  and  union  of  the  falts,  cannot 
be  performed  but  by  the  addition  of  fpirits  of 

E  e  %  wine 
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wine  alcoholized  with  the  pure  fpirits  of  the 
faid  falts. 

I  have  here  given  the  true  method  for  ex¬ 
tracting  the  perfedt  quinteffence  of  all  the 
nnxts  in  nature  ;  X  have  given  it  you  very 
eiicumftantially,  and  in  the  cleared;  manner  I 
was  able  •  and  X  have  therein  treated  feme  of 
each  Kingdom,  which  may  feem  to  you  fu- 
per.fluous,  and  ufelefs  for  the  defign  of  this 
treatife,  which  is  the  cure  of  fcrophula’s  ; 
but  betides  that  they  all  tend  to  the  purify¬ 
ing  of  the  blood,  and  the  curing  of  ulcers, 
they  are  neceffary  to  ferve  as  an  example  and 
rule,  by  which  to  extract  all  the  other  quin- 
te  (fences  which  you  would  have,  of  what 
kingdom  or  fpecies  foever ;  fince  in  each 
kingdom  there  are  different  fpecies,  fome 
more  fulphurous,  others  more  faline,  and 
others  more  mercurial ;  thefe  full  of  juice, 
tnofe  almoft  entirely  volatile,  others  fixed  ; 
oi  in  the  examples  which  I  have  given,  you 
will  find  the  method  of  treating  the  one  and 
the  other ;  but  let  not  the  trouble,  pains,  and 
expence,  frighten  you :  And  can  it  colt  too 
much  to  have  fomething  good  and  excellent,  , 
from  what  is  excellent  in  itfelf  ?  which  tends,  ! 
01  rather  is  ntceflary  to  the  conferva tion  of 
ife  and  health,  or  for  the  cure  of  cruel  dif- 
eafes,  which  deprive  us  of  the  one,  or  which 
alter  and  diforder  the  other. 

a  jS  °n^  ky  ^ong  and  painful  labour,  con¬ 
ducted  by  a  true  knowledge  of  nature,  that 

this  great  good  can  be  procured,  becaufe  all 

1  mixts. 
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mixts,  whether  vegetable,  mineral,  or  ani¬ 
mal,  are  full  of  impurities  or  heterogeneous 
parts  in  their  inmoft  contexture,  and  that 
thefe  impurities  caufe  all  our  difeafes,  which 
bring  on  death,  or  which  weaken  and  ener¬ 
vate  entirely  the  virtue  of  the  good,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  pure  and  homogeneous  part  which 
is  contained  in  the  mixt :  and  for  the  fame 
reafon,  there  is  not  a  mixt  in  nature,  from 
which  you  may  not  draw  an  excellent  re¬ 
medy  3  there  is  no  wine,  no  poifon,  which 
you  may  not  foften  and  reduce  to  a  faiutary 
quintelfence,  becaufe  there  is  not  any  one 
thing  which  does  not  contain  in  itfelf,  and  in 
its  centre,  fome  pure  parts  homogeneous  to 
our  natures,  otherwife  it  would  not  have  fub- 
fifted  3  a  mixt  without  any  pure  part,  is  only 
an  ens  rationis :  the  difficulty  therefore  only 
lies  in  knowing  how  to  extract  and  entirely 
feparate  it.  All  was  pure  at  the  beginning, 
po  contrariety,  no  jarring  in  the  works  of 
the  Creator,  no  oppofite  mixture,  no  contrary 
quality  in  that  which  came  out  of  his  hands 3 
all  the  fruits  which  the  earth  produced, 
were  wholfome,  invigorating,  delicious,  and 
agreeable,  even  to  the  eye,  as  the  Scriptures 
exprefs  it,  becaufe  the  earth,  which  was 
their  matrix,  was  pure  3  and  the  elements,, 
which  formed  them,  were  not  confounded* 
were  diftributed  to  each  fpecies  in  the  portion, 
competent  to  each :  whence  they  con  Id  not 
but  be  faiutary  to  animals  and  tq  map*  who 
fed  upon  them. 

E  e  3  But 
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But  as  God  had  created  all  thefe  things  for 
man,  this  very  man,  the  objeCt  of  the  divine 
complacency,  the  lord  of  all  nature,  having 
degraded  himfelf  by  his  fall,  having  revolted 
from,  and  difobeyed  his  Creator,  was  for  his 
crime  puniffied  by  the  malediction  which 
God  laid  upon  the  earth  that  fhould  fupport 
and  maintain  him,  by  the  confufion  and  dis¬ 
proportionate  mixture  of  the  elements  and 
original  principles :  from  hence  proceed  the 
irregularity  in  the  feafons,  the  impreffions  of 
pain  and  uneaiinels,  which  cold  and  hot,  dry 
and  moift,  caufe  in  us :  from  thence  arife  their 
malignant  influences  upon  our  bodies ;  from 
thence  the  alteration  of  the  fruits,  their  cor¬ 
ruption  and  malignity ;  hence  a  true  and  mor¬ 
tal  poifon  in  feveral  mixts  ;  impurities,  mix¬ 
tures,  and  intimate  poifons,  which  enter  intq 
their  natural  compofition,  and  which  confe- 
quently  are  extremely  difficult  to  be  fepara- 
ted  at  which  one  cannot  arrive,  if  the  mixt 
be  not  entirely  analyzed,  in  order  to  be  able 
to  feparate  its  pure  and  primordial  part,  fo 
to  fpeak,  which  is  kept  fo  ftrongly  bound 
and  imprifoned,  as  it  were,  in  the  centre  of  i 
its  integrant  or  component  parts.  !' 

For  we  may  truly  fay,  that  by  our  art,  and 
by  that  alone,  when  well  underlfood  and 
well  executed,  one  may  arrive  at  this  requi¬ 
re  depuration :  but  as  it  is  an  effect  of  the 
divine  mercy,  and  of  his  love  for  mankind, 
one  fhall  never  lucceed  therein  but  by  prayer, 
a  puiity  of  heart,  and  a  rectitude  of  intention, 

i  ,  ’  '  ‘  •  .  V  ....  .  ,  .  ,  V 

which 


VENEREAL  MALADIES.  423 
which  draw  down  upon  us,  from  our  hea¬ 
venly  father,  fuch  lights  as  are  neceflary  for 
our  knowing  what  we  ought  to  do,  and  af¬ 
terwards  doing  it  properly  and  duly.  Let  us 
not  then  be  any  longer  furprized,  if  fo  many 
people  attempt  it,  and  fo  few  fucceed  there¬ 
in;  if  the  moft  learned,  according  to  the 
opinion  of  the  world,  and  the  greateft  ge¬ 
nius’s,  are  thofe  who  commonly  doubt,  are 
ignorant,  and  cannot  fucceed,  becaufe  they 
have  not  faid  with  Solomon,  a  0  Lord ,  give 
me  that  wifdom  which  fitteth  by  thy  throne  — 
that  it  7nay  be  with  me^  and  may  labour 
with  me  too , 

»  Wifd.  ix.  and  io. 
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GEORGE  ARNAUD, 

Ancient  Mailer  of  Arts  and  Surgery,  Member 
of  the  Academy,  and  Demonftrator  of  the 
School  of  St,  Come  at  Paris ,  Herniary  Surgeon 
to  all  the  Hofpitals  of  the  fame  Town,  and 
Military  Hofpitals  of  France ,  now  Surgeon  of 
London . 


— neqtie  indecorum  nobis  in  utilitatem  audientium 
nominare  dicata  conceptui  organa,  quae  &  ipfum  Deum 
creare  non  puduit. 
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AS  early  as  the  year  1733,  J. 

read  the  following  diflerta- 
tlon  on  Hermaphrodite r,  at  a  pub- 
lick  meeting  of  the  Academy  of 
Surgery.  Though  it  feemed  equally 
to  take  with  the  people  of  the  art, 
and  the  learned  of  all  denomina¬ 
tions  who  honoured  the  affembly 
with  their  prefence,  I  thought  pro¬ 
per  however  to  defer  the  publica¬ 
tion  :  at  that  time  being  too  young, 
and  but  juft  beginning  to  enter  up¬ 
on  the  practice  of  hernia’s,  which  • 
requiring  a  great  deal  of  circum- 
fpecdon,  and  a  delicacy  of  manners, 
a  work  of  this  fort  could  not  fail 
of  expoftng  my  character  to  the 
cenfure  and  malice  of  my  enemies. 

It 
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It  was  necellary  therefore  to  fup- 
prefs  it ;  it  now  has  lain  by  me  for 
eighteen  years,  and  would  have 
lain  Hill  longer,  had  it  not  been 
for  fome  circumftances  which  pre¬ 
vail  with  me  to  publifh  it. 

There  appeared  in  London ,  ten 
years  ago,  a  girl  of  bad  ftru&ure  as 
to  the  parts  of  generation,  who 
palled  for  an  Hermaphrodite  ;  £he 
in  that  refpeft  impofed  upon  the 
curious.  Dr.  Parfons  publifhed  in 
Englijh  a  book  intituled,  A  mecha¬ 
nical  and  Critical  inquiry  into  the 
nature  of  Hermaphrodites.  This 
work  undeceived  the  world  as  to 
the  falfe  notion  it  had  entertained 
in  regard  to  this  creature.  Ano¬ 
ther  fort  of  perfon  of  the  male  ! 
kind,  and  lately  arrived  here,  gives 
room  to  dilputes  about  his  Hate  ; 
lome  affirming,  others  denying,  it 
to  be  hermaphrodital.  People  go 
Hill  farther,  and  alk  themlelves, 
Whether  really  there  be  genuine 

Henna- 
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Hermaphrodites  or  no  ?  Some  pre¬ 
tend  there  may  be,  others  would 
prove  there  are  none.  Thofe  build 
on  the  opinions  of  authors,  who 
have  proved  their  exiftence  ;  thefe 
employ  the  arguments,  which  other 
authors  have  oppofed  to  the  for¬ 
mer.  From  all  thele  reafonings 
there  appear  to  refult  but  vague 
and  confufed  ideas,  which  ftill 
leave  the  problem  unrefclved. 

My  delign  is  not  to  decide  this 
controverfy,  my  only  view  is  to 
expole  the  fadts  on  each  fide,  which 
have  given  room  to  the  difputes 
that  have  fubfifted  for  upwards  of 
two  thouland  years,  upon  this  fub- 
jedt.  I  have  confined  mylelf,  as 
much  as  polfible,  within  the  ftridlefi: 
limits ;  I  thought  that  it  was  better 
to  inftruct  by  amufing,  than  to  tire 
out  by  inftru&ing.  In  giving  a 
fummary  relation  of  the  opinions  of 
authors,  I  afford  fatisfaction  enough 
to  the  learned  ;  the  curious  will  alk 

for 
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for  no  more.  To  fupport  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  ancients,  I  fhall  relate 
the  moft  authentick  obfervations  of 
our  days,  made  by  modern  practi¬ 
tioners  who  are  ftill  living  •  I  have 
added  the  hiftory  of  an  anomolous 
perfon,  whom  I  have  myfelf  ob- 
ferved.  And  here  I  fhall  obviate 
an  objection,  which  the  criticks 
will  be  fure  to  ftart  upon  this  ob« 
lervation  ;  they  will  fay,  it  is  too 
long ;  a  fault  which  fome  perfons 
have  upbraided  me  with,  in  regard 
to  my  difiertation  on  hernia’s.  To 
this  I  anfwer,  that  obfervations  can 
never  be  too  circumftantial ;  and 
that  it  is  a  defeCt,  common  both 
to  the  ancients  and  moderns,  to  be 
too  little  circumftantial  in  relating 
or  fads  :  and  this  accounts  for  our  ! 
deriving  fo  little  benefit  from  the 
numerous  volumes  of  obfervations 
left  us  by  the  ancients.  Why  then 
do  not  the  moderns,  who  expeCt  to 
be  read,  correct  the  faults  they 

find 
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find  in  thofe  who  have  gone  before 
them  ? 

|  j  '  1  V  -  ••  ’  r  J  >  -  '  *;  f-  >  "  5  •• 

To  avoid  the  reproaches  that 
might  be  made  me  in  regard  to  the 
paffages  which  I  have  been  obliged 
to  quote  from  the  Latin  poets,  I 
have  foftened,  in  the  tranflation, 
the  freedom  of  the  original,  with¬ 
out  altering  any  thing  in  the  ge¬ 
nuine  fenfe  of  the  authors. 

As  to  the  plates,  which  might 
convey  along  with  them,  to  the 
minds  of  foine,  a  character  of  ob- 
fcenity,  they  are  taken  from  the 
authors ;  and  if  there  is  any  diffe¬ 
rence,  it  is  only  in  the  delicacy  of 
the  execution ;  a  mark  of  the  ge¬ 
nerality  of  the  bookfeller,  who  has 
been  at  that  expence. 

As  my  defign  is  to  enlarge  this 
fubjebt  with  the  greateft  number  of 
obfervations  I  can  poffibly  colledt, 
I  take  this  occafion  to  invite  per- 

fons 
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fons  of  the  art  acquainted  with  ii- 
milar  cafes,  to  communicate  them, 
in  order  to  their  being  put  toge¬ 
ther  into  a  new  edition  of  this 
work,  which  their  generality  would 
encourage.  The  authors  will  be 

o 

nolofers,  the  publick  great  gainers; 
efpecially  if  the  obfervations  are  ac¬ 
companied  with  cuts. 

Thole  who  are  poflelfed  of  par¬ 
ticular  fa£ts  in  relation  to  hernia’s, 
are  alfo  entreated  to  communicate 
them,  to  be  put  in  their  proper 
places  in  the  new  edition  of  The 
compleat  treatife  of  Hernia  j,  which 
I  propole  to  publilh  in  quarto  next 
year. 

London,  Martlet-Court* 

Bow-Street,  Covent- 
Garden,  May  1750. 
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H  ERM  APHRODITE  S. 

WHATEVER  degree  of  accuracy  The  J- 

a  /  troduc 

and  wifdom  nature  employs  intion. 
the  compofition  and  frame  of  the 
human  body,  we  have  oftener  than  once 
feen  her  fwerve  from  thefe,  and,  as  it 
were,  forget  herfelf  ;  oftener  than  once, 
inftead  of  regarding  that  conftrudiion,  that 
order,  thofe  proportions  of  the  organs, 
whence  refults  that  perfedf  harmony,  which 
forms  the  objeft  of  our  admiration,  £he 
has  exhibited  irregular,  vicious,  and  un- 
feemly  conformations  of  parts.  It  fhould 
feem,  to  fpeak  the  language  of  a  certain 
author,  that  this  common  parent,  tired 
out  and  fpent  with  producing  every  day 
the  fame  things,  over  and  over,  in  the 
fame  order,  did  now  and  then  quit  that 

F  f  uni- 
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uniformity,  and  throw  into  her  producti¬ 
ons  a  variety  but  little  conformable  to  her 
laws.  Sometimes  fhe  with-holds  from  a 
body  the  parts  the  moft  necefiary  $  in  ano¬ 
ther  fubjeCt,  fhe  is  pleafed  to  multiply 
them,  often  allots  them  fituations,  con-, 
nections,  and  dimenfions,  the  moft  extra¬ 
ordinary  and  fantaftical ;  {he  feparates  what, 
according  to  her  own  laws,  fhould  be 
joined,  and  joins  what  ought  to  remain 
feparate :  hence  arife  thofe  deformities  in 
the  ftrokes  or  features,  thofe  members  ill- 
articulated,  thofe  difproportions,  thofe  im¬ 
perfections  of  organical  parts,  and  thofe 
combinations,  fo  nionftrous  and  out  of  the 
common  road,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  we 
dlfcover  nature  even  in  nature  herfelft 
Among  the  lufus  nature which  are  exhi¬ 
bited  to  us  under  different  forms,  feme  are 
of  a  peculiar  fpecies,  which  cannot  fail  of 
exciting  our  curiofity  or  compaffion*  and 
which  art  can  never  pretend  to  correCt. 
There  are  others,  on  the  contrary,  which 
call  for  all  the  attention  of  the  furgeon,  and 
in  which  his  understanding  and  dexterity  be¬ 
come  of  extraordinary  ufe  ;  who  leaving  to 
the  bare  fpeculative  phyflcian,  the  painful 
but  honourable  province  of  finding  out  the 
myfterious  caufes,  his  principal  concern  is  to 
4  lend 
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lend  a  helping-hand  to  thofe  who  are  thus 
disfigured  by  nature ;  he  omits  nothing  in 
his  power  to  redrefs  and  fet  her  to-rights 
again,  by  prudent  and  fkilful  operations ; 
and  fometimes  he  is  happy  enough  to  fuc- 
ceed,  either  by  retrenching  ufelefs  and  fu~ 
perfluous  parts,  or  by  joining  thofe  which 
are  feparated,  or  feparating  thofe  which 
are  joined  againft  the  order  of  nature,  or 
by  laying  thofe  open  and  bare,  which  are 
concealed  and  covered.  Daily  practice 
furnifhes  examples  enough,  to  prove  that 
I  advance  nothing  at  random :  but  that 
I  may  confine  myfelf  within  the  li¬ 
mits  prefcribed,  I  (hall  reft  fatisfied  with 
giving  proof  thereof,  by  reciting  an  obser¬ 
vation  concerning  an  hermaphrodite,  after 
having  given  a  general  idea  of  the  different 
forts  of  people  of  faulty  ftrudture  of  the 
parts  of  generation,  who  have  been  confi- 
dered  by  certain  authors  as  hermaphro¬ 
dites,  of  which  others  formally  deny  the 
exiftence. 


By  the  term  hermaphrodite ,  we  under- Etymo- 
ftand  him  or  her,  in  whom  the  parts,  lt?fytP°r 
which  form  the  effential  difference  be-  herma- 
tween  the  two  fexes,  are  found  together/ 
either  perfectly  or  imperfectly.  It  is  de- 

F  f  2  rived 
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rived  from  the  greek,  figni- 

fying  to  be  made  up,  or  eonfift  of  Mer¬ 
cury  and  Venus.  In  Ovid  we  find  the  fa¬ 
bulous  hiftory  which  has  given  rife  to  that 
fignification  ;  he  makes  Hermaphroditus  to 
be  the  fon  of  Mercury  and  Venus  who, 
fays  he,  was  of  fo  perfect  a  beauty,  that 
the  nymph  Salmacis  fell  defperately  in  love 
with  him  one  day,  as  he  happened  to  be 
wafhing  in  a  fountain  where  fhe  prefided  ; 
enraged  for  being  unable  to  make  him  fen- 
fible  of  her  paflion,  fhe  prayed  the  gods 
to  join  them  together  in  fuch  a  manner, 
that  their  two  bodies  fhould  make  but  one, 
in  which,  however,  the  two  fexes  fhould 
remain  accurately  diftinguifhed  3  this  fa¬ 
vour  was  granted : 

'■  {  \  \ "  1  1  j. 

Nee  duo  junt ,  fed  forma  duplex ,  nec  fee- 
mi  n  a  dici 

Nec  puer  ut  pojjint :  neutrumque  &  ut r uni¬ 
que  vi dent  ur. 

C£  They  are  not  two,  yet  the  form  is 
twofold ;  we  cannot  fay,  that  it  is  the 
“  body  of  a  boy  or  of  a  girl  5  they  are  nei- 
<c  ther,  though  they  appear  to  be  both.” 

The  ancient  poets,  fruitful  in  fidtions, 
underneath  that  veil  concealed  truths, 

1  which 
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which  happy  geniufes  have  fkilfully  un¬ 
veiled,  by  interpretations  either  moral 
or  political.  But  the  fequel  of  this  dif- 
courfe  will  poffibly  ferve  to  juftify  thofe 
who  imagine,  that  the  veil  which  covers 
the  truth  in  this  fable,  may  be  feen  through. 
For  may  we  not  from  this  fiction  infer  (as 
M.  Mertru  a,  who  dn  this  agrees  with  the 
Abbe  de  Bellcgarde b,  fays)  that  t(  the  anci- 
<c  ents  had  a  knowledge  of  the  union  of  the 
cc  two  fexes  in  one  and  the  fame  perfon ; 
£<  and  that  this  fantafticaTnefs  of  nature,  is 
C£  the  origin  of  the  fiction  related  by  Ovid 
“  in  his  metamorphofes, 

•c  Ovid  has  feigned,”'  fays  the  Abbe  de 
Bellegarde,  <c  that  Hermaphroditus  was  the 
<c  fon  of  Mercury  and  Venus,  upon  the 
“  obfervations  of  fome  naturalifts,  who 
cc  have  remarked,  that  the  children,  who 
cc  are  born  during  the  conjunction  of  thefe 
c?  two  planets,  are  fometimes  hermaphro-* 
£C  dites,  and  partake  of  both  fexes.” 

The  Greeks  have,  moreover,  called  thefe 
fort  of  creatures  androgynes ,  a  term  wrhich 

F  f  3  fee  ms 

a  Mejcure  de  Franc,  du  Mois  de  Fevr.  1750.  Edit. 
Lond. 

,  b  Auteur  des  Expl’c.  fur  les  Metamorph  d’O'vdde.  Edit, 
de  la  Haye,  1735. 
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feems  to  be  more  fignificant,  in  that  it  is 
derived  from  the  two  words  which 
denotes  a  man,  and  yv vyi,  a  woman.  We 
however  will  ufe  that  of  hermaphrodite,  as 
being  more  common  or  popular. 


Some  I  will  not  engage  in  the  difoutes  of 

affirm  that  r  .  .  .  ,  ,  .  1 

Adam  was  lome  rabbins,  who  have  given  out  that 
"a- Adam  was  an  hermaphrodite,  prior  to  his 
fall,  and  that  he  was  created  with  a  view 
to  continue  in  that  ftate.  On  this  head 
may  be  read  GafpHf  Bauhin. 


Ariftotle  s  Hermaphrodites  have  been  allowed  of 

opinion  ur 

on  hernia-  by  to  great  a  number  of  authors,  that  fome 
phrodites.  pe0p]e  have  no  manner  of  doubt  of  their 

exillence.  Ariftotle  would  feem  to,  prove 
their  evidence  by  the  recital  he  makes  of 
tnem  ;  he  relates  fuch  peculiarities  of  them, 
as  are  admired  by  fome,  and  laughed  at  by 
others.  I  here  pretend  not  to  fix  thejudg- 
ment  of  the  reader,  every  one  is  at  liberty 
to  fettle  his  ideas  according  to  the  extent 
of  his  underftanding ;  my  aim  only  is  to 
relate  the  authorities  of  thofe  who  merit 
our  attention :  1  dial!  neither  conteft  nor 
prove  that  Ariftotle  has  talked  idly,  or 
with  reaion  affirmed,  that  lome  herma¬ 
phrodites  had  the  right  breaft  like  that  of 
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a  man,  and  the  left  like  that  of  a  woman, 
and  that  they  changed  nature  alternately ; 
that  may  or  may  not  be,  ’tis  what  I  will 
not  determine ;  nature  fhews  every  day 
Angularities  too  furpriiing  to  attempt  en¬ 
gaging  in  that  difpute  with  Ariftotie. 


Ambrofe  Pareus,  who  had  ftudied  nature  Ambrofe 
like  a  true  furgeon,  gives  much  more  clear  op;nion 
and  precife  ideas  of  them  than  Ariftotie, 
by  the  divifton  he  has  made,  which  at  once 
gives  us  a  true  notion^  he  has  given  us 
feveral  figures,  among  which  is  that  of 
two  hermaphrodites,  twins,  which  came 
into  the  world  joined  by  the  back;  fig* 
plate  IL 


The  be  ft  authors  who  have  treated  this 
matter  fince  Parens,  have  followed  his  di- 
vifion ;  as  Gafpar  Bauhin,  who  has  writ 
a  particular  treatife,  which  is  very  ample, 
and  fo  learned,  that  there  are  few  works 
in  any  kind  of  natural  hiftory,  fo  full  of 
erudition.  Duval,  phyfician  at  Rouen,  fol¬ 
lows  alfo  Pareus’s  divifton.  The  author  of 
the  Tableau  de  l* amour  confidere  dans  fet at 
du  marriage ,  has  alio  allotted  for  them  a 
peculiar  chapter,  confiderable  arid  ample 
enough,  following  alfo  Pareus’s  plan,  ba- 

F  f  4  ting 
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ting  a  few  things :  he  however  engages  in 
explanations  which  are  very  abftraded  and 
vague.  Martinus  Schurigius,  in  his  Sper- 
matologia  hiftorico-medica,  gives  very  fin- 
gular  in  fiances  oi  them,  and  follows  alfo 

the  divilion  of  Pareus. 

1 

Thefe  authors,  and  others  who  have 
gone  before  them,  as  Hippocrates,  Ga¬ 
len,  Realdus  Columbus,  Paulus  fEgineta, 
Portunius  Licetus,  and  others,  have  un¬ 
dertaken  to  expl^jp  what  they  imagined 
might  have  given  occafion  to  the  genera¬ 
tion  of  hermaphrodites  (thefe  they  took 
for  fuch)  but  what  they  have  left  us  on 
this  head,  contains  nothing  interefting 
enough  to  claim  our  attention  :  and  as  all 
I  could  myfelf  advance,  could  not  give 
half  the  fatisfadion  that  the  demonftration 
of  fads  affords,  as  nature  lays  them  before 
our  eyes,  I  pafs  on  therefore  to  .the  divi¬ 
lion  of  the  different  fpecies  of  hermaphro¬ 
dites. 

They  are  divided  into  four  fpecies, 
namely,  the  male  hermaphrodite,  plate  I. 
fig.  2  5  the  female  hermaphrodite,  plate  I. 
fig.  i  ;  the  perfed  hermaphrodite,  plate  II. 

fig.  i,  2,  3  ;  the  imperped  hermaphro¬ 
dite,  plate  IIP 
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Befides  thefe  four  fpecies  of  herma¬ 
phrodites,  there  is  a  particular  fort  of  per- 
fons  of  bad  formation  of  the  parts  of  ge¬ 
neration,  to  which  we  cannot  afcribe  any 
character  of  hermaphrodite  5  of  which 
plate  IV.  may  ferve  to  give  a  general  idea : 

I  Ih all  give  inftances  thereof. 

The  male  hermaphrodite  is  he  in  whom  Male 
the  parts  of  generation  of  the  man  are  per-^rr^'e 
fedt,  both  in  dimenfi^s,  figure,  and  ac» 
tions ;  and  in  whom  the  parts  of  the  wo¬ 
man  err  through  fome  peculiarities,  as 
when  the  vagina  is  not  open  enough  to 
admit  the  penis ;  and  that  there  is  only  an 
imperceptible  outlet  for  the  difcharge  of 
the  menftrual  blood. 

Tire  female  hermaphrodite  is  ihe  who  Female 
has  all  the  parts  of  the  woman  fit  for  ge-  phro^te 
neration,  and  in  whom  the  appearances 
of  virility  are  imperfedt.  This  fpecies  is 
charadlerifed  by  thofe  women  in  whom 
the  clitoris  is  difengaged  or  free  (for  in  the 
natural  ftate,  the’  it  is,  indeed,  confiderably 
fwelled  in  the  venereal  adt,  yet  it  never 
quits  its  place  to  become  eredted  ;  fee  plate 
IV.  fig.  1.)  and  which  having  the  fame 

figure 


44  ^ 


JRibaude, 

what. 


^  Dissertation  ^ 
figure  with  the  penis  of  the  man,  yet  with¬ 
out  being  perforated  like  it,  makes  them 
almoft  refemble  eunuchs,  who  can  enjoy 
coition  without  the  perfed  confummation 
of  the  venereal  ad.  The  Greeks  called 
•thefe  women  T piftzfrecr,  whence  comes,  I 
imagine,  the  old  French  word  ribande , 
winch  fignifies  a  lewd  woman  ^  fuch  was 
the  famous  Sappho.  Martial  writ  the  fol¬ 
lowing  epigram  on  occafion  of  a  certain 
young  woman  of  this  fpecies,  who  palled 
for  virtuous  for  loin!  time,  becaufe  fhe  had 
never  ventured  her  chaftity  with  the  men  ; 

EJJe  videbaris ,  fateor ,  Luc'retia  nobis, 
jit  fu,  pro  f acinus  1  BafJ'a  fututor  eras. 
Inter  fe  gcminos  audes  commit i ere  cunnos , 
Mentiturq $  virum  prodigiofa  Venus . 
Comment  a  es  dignum  Tbebano  cenigmaie 
monflrum , 

Hie,  nbi  vir  non  eft >  ui  fit  adulter  turn. 

C£  I  own,  Baffa,  I  had  all  along  taken 
cc  you  for  a  virtuous  perfon  ;  but,  Q  infa- 
mous !  you  played  the  whore-mafter, 
sc  and  had  the  impudence  to  ad  the  part 
€C  of  a  man  with  your  own  fex,  and  make 
£f  yourfelf  pafs  for  one  ;  a  prodigy  worthy 

e£  the  Theban  riddle,  that  adultery  may 

£<  be 
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€C  be  committed  without  the  intervention 
£C  of  a  man  !” 

Some  years  ago  a  girl  of  this  fort  was 
confined  at  Paris,  becaufe  fine  went  about 
in  men’s  cloaths,  and  was  difcharged  out 
of  prifon,  on  condition  of  going  dreffed  like 
a  woman,  which  flic  did  with  much  re¬ 
gret.  Thefe  fort  of  women  are  pretty  rare 
in  Europe,  but  were  formerly  very  com¬ 
mon  in  Egypt ;  and  j^hen  they  were  to 
be  married,  care  was  taken  to  cut  the  cli¬ 
toris,  to  prevent  its  being  troublefome  to 
the  hufband.  Aetius  and  Paulus  fEgineta 

give  the  method  of  performing  this  ope¬ 
ration. 

The  perfedt  hermaphrodite,  according  The  per- 
to  the  relation  of  certain  authors,  is  where  fc'r'  ,her" 

.  ,  maphro- 

we  find  the  parts  of  generation  of  bothdite. 
fexes,  with  both  the  adtive  and  paffive 
power.  Albertos  fays  that  there  are  her¬ 
maphrodites  who  are  both  incubi  and  fuc- 
cubi  in  coition,  and  yet  incapable  of  gene¬ 
rating  or  conceiving  :  wherefore  nice  and 
fcrupulous  authors  confider  thefe  as  in> 
perfedt  hermaphrodites. 


They 
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dnr?aer  ^le7  W0lfih  have  the  parts  of  both 
©ftheper-^exes5  each  in  particular,,  to  have  the  ge~ 

mlphro-  nuiae  character  which  conftitutes  their  efi* 
4ite.  fence  ;  for  if  there  are  fome  which  are 
faulty,  through  a  vice  of  adfion  or  propor¬ 
tion,  they  accordingly  clafs  the  fubjedl 
with  the  male  or  female  hermaphrodites. 

The  difpofition  of  the  exterior  parts 
feems  to  be  of  no  importance  to  their  fa¬ 
culties,  and  changes  nothing  in  the  fpecies. 
It  has  been  obferved,  that  in  fome  the 
parts  are  placed  contiguous  to  each  other ; 
lee  plate  II.  fig.  i  and  3.  Others  there 
are,  in  which  they  are  placed  one  above 
the  other;  fometimes  thofe  of  the  man 
have  the  firft  place ;  fometimes,  thofe 
of  the  woman  predominate;  fee  plate  II. 

mtural°ft  ^  2  6  But  the  moft  perfedl  difpofition, 
order.  in  my  opinion,  is  that  which  makes  no  al¬ 
ternation  in  the  natural  fituation  of  the  parts  ; 
as  when  the  penis  occupies  the  place  of  the 
clitoris,  and  the  two  tefticles  are  inclofed 
in  the  lips  of  the  vulva,  as  they  would  be 
in  the  fcrotum,  if  divided  into  two  equal 
parts,  as  may  be  remarked  in  plate  I. 
fig.  2. 
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The  opinions  have  at  all  times  been  di-The  opi- 
vided  in  regard  to  the  exigence  of  this 
cies  of  hermaphrodites.  Hippocrates,  Ga~thecxift- 
len,  Licubantius,  Paulus  Zacchias,  Fabric genuine 
cius  ab  Aquapendente,  and  fome  other  au-^;^;^ 
thors,  knew  of  no  fuch  fpecies;  and  from 
thence  it  is  they  difavowed  them,  in  like 
manner  as  fome  philofophers  did  :  yet  Ari- 
ftotle,  feveral  hiftorians,  and  fome  phyfical 
authors,  relate  inftances  of  them,  which 

i 

leem  guarded  with  all  the  characters  of 
truth  3  and  there  is,  even  in  the  Talmud, 
a  law  for  them,  cpmpriflng  feveral  articles, 
and  from  v/hich  lawyers  have  taken  their 
authorities  to  relirain  thefe  people.  See 
Gafpar  Bauhin. 

Every  body  knows  the  horror  where-  m  autko- 
with  fuperftition  had  infpired  the  Romans 
againft  thefe  fort  of  perfons,  who,  by  theProve*s 
laws  of  the  Arufpices,  were  condemned  to  0f  perfeh 
be  drowned  fome  years  after  their  birth,  henrT 

J  '  3  phrodites. 

becaufe  they  were  confidered  as  moniters 
by  the  decree  of  Romulus  5  but  in  the 
time  of  Pliny  they  laid  afide  that  unjuft 
prejudice,  as  he  proves  by  thefe  words: 
Gignuntur  utnufq 3  fexus  quos  hermaphro- 
ditas  vocamus ,  ohm  androgynos  vocatos ,  & 

in 
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in  prodigiis  habit  os ,  nunc  <vero  in  deliciis « 
tc  There  are  perfons  born  with  both  fexes, 
<c  whom  we  call  hermaphrodites,  formerly 
called  androgyni ,  and  deemed  prodigies, 
but  now  had  in  great  favour. 

Thefe  fame  Romans,  convinced  at  length 
of  their  error,  made  a  law,  by  which  thofe 
who  united  in  themfelves  both  fexes,  had 
the  liberty  of  chufing  their  fex  ;  but  if  af¬ 
ter  having  made  this  choice,  they  came  to 
be  convidted  of  having  made  ufe  of  the 
other  fex,  they  were  punifhed  with  great 
rigour  and  feverity. 


Hd  autho¬ 
rity,  which 
ieems  to 
prove  the 
exigence 
of  perfect 
herma¬ 
phrodites. 


Another  authority,  which  feme  people 
urge,  to  prove  that  the  Romans  allowed  of 
true  hermaphrodites  is,  that  there  was  at 
Rome  the  famous  hermaphrodite,  which 
Polycles,  a  fcelptor  of  great  reputation,  had 
made.  There  have  been  others  found  in 
marble,  which  are  kept  and  confidered  as 
perfedt  matter- pieces,  and  of  ineftimable 
value ;  whence  they  would  infer,  that  thefe 
rare  pieces  were  made  after  the  life.  But 
the  figures  of  centaurs,  fatyrs,  fauns,  tri¬ 
tons,  fyrens,  &c.  which  antiquity  fupplies 
us  with,  greatly  weaken  that  proof. 


We 
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We  read  in  hiftory  of  the  cruelties  which  illdau- 
were  formerly  exercifed  in  fome  parts  of  lending  to 
the  India’s  upon  hermaphrodites,  who,  ^[eVchee 
from  being  very  numerous,  were  employed  of  perfea 
in  works,  to  which  in  Europe  we  put  our^roditcs. 
horfes. 


M.  de  Rennefort  fays,  that  at  Surat  there  ivth  au- 
are  ftill  many  people  of  that  fpecies,  wimping  to 
with  the  drefs  of  a  woman  are  obliged  toPr?„vetiie 
wear  the  turbary  to  publirn  to  tfte  world  of  perfea 
that  they  have  the  advantages  of  both  ptrcdites. 
fexes, 

Pliny,  after  Caliiphanes,  affirms,  that 
among  the  Nafamonians  and  Machlyans> 
people  of  Africa,  there  was  a  great  num¬ 
ber  of  hermaphrodites,  who  had  mutually 
carnal  knowledge  of  each  other. 


Gafpar  Bauhin,  Johannes  Schenkins, 
Realdus  Columbus,  Martinus  Schurigius, 
and  fome  other  phyfical  authors,  confirm 
their  exiftence  by  the  enumeration  they 
make  of  them. 

In  fine,  Tertullian,  St.  Auguftin,  Kugler,  ^j'etshe 

and  other  divines  of  our  day,  have  treated  exiftence 

of  herma- 
thele  phrodites. 


44? 


■A  Dissertation  on 

thefe  matters,  fo  far  as  they  have  a  relation 
to  good  order,  and  the  regularity  of  man¬ 
ners. 

It  k  of  But  whatever  he  in  this,  as  it  is  poffibly 
tanceto  on  the  relation  of  phyiicians  and  furgeons, 
andffuians  £^a£  divines  and  lawyers  determine  on  the 
geons  to  fpecies  of  the  fex  to  which  thofe  fhould 

Hrafted  in  IceeP>  to  whom  nature  has  given  faculties 

ftitutes  the^°  °PP°^tc>  e^ier  for  adminiftering  to  them 
character  the  facraments,  or  doing  them  juftice  in 

phrodifes"c^v^  and  criminal  affairs :  ftis  in  thefe  cafes 
that  furgeons  ought  to  be  perfectly  in¬ 
formed  in  the  ftrudture  and  relation  of 
thefe  parts  which  conftitute  hermaphro¬ 
dites  5  and  that  they  ought  to  give  a  good 
deal  of  attention  to  the  nature  of  the  fecre- 
tions  peculiar  to  thefe  organs,  without 
which  they  would  be  guilty  of  very  great 
miftakes,  by  forbidding  thofe  parts,  which 
poffibly  might  be  the  fitted:  for  generation, 
in  order  to  allow  the  adtion  or  ufe  of  others, 
which  might  have  the  leaft  degree  of  force, 
and  the  leaft  faculty  for  that  purpofe, 

VI  tli  au-  This  examen,  and  the  judgment  we 

tending  to  ^10u^  Pa^s  uP°n  it,-  are  of  fo  much  the 

confirm  greater  confequence,  as  the  civil  and  canon 

the  pre-  ,  x 

ceding  laws  are  very  find  againft  thofe  who  fail 

ones,  m 

in 
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in  the  oath  they  have  been  forced  to  take,  regard  to 
of  ufing  only  the  fex  they  have  referved,  CSf- 
and  to  which  they  have  been  forced  top!irod‘tes' 
confine  themfelves  j  for  by  the  violation 
thereof,  they  are  condemned  as  guilty  of 
the  unnatural  fin  of  the  fled) :  which  is 
proved  by  an  arret  of  the  parliament  of 
Paris  of  1603,  which  condemned  a  young 
hermaphrodite  to  be  burnt,  for  having 
made  ufe  of  the  fex  he  was  exprefly  for¬ 
bid. 


It  was  for  not  having  obferved  with  fi-  vilth  an- 
delity  the  law  impofed  on  the  people  of^"^’ 
that  fpecies,  fays  Nicolas  Venette,  that  the  fupports 
Scotifli  fervant  maid,  who  had  chofen  the  ceding  * 
quality  of  a  woman,  and  who  afterwards  °nes°n 

.  .  the  (ub- 

got  a  citizens  daughter  with  child, je<a0f 
was  buried  alive  by  fentence  of  thej^jjf 
judge.  Dodor  Venette  leems  to  contra-  Phrodites. 
did:  himfelf  in  citing  this  example,  as 
he  pretends  there  are  no  genuine  herma¬ 
phrodites  5  for  how  could  this  creature 


have  been  punched  like  the  hermaphro¬ 
dites,  who  abufe  both  fexes,  if  Ihe  had 
not  been  perfedly  provided  with  both  ?  Or, 
dare  we  prefume  to  fay,  that  in  a  country, 
where  the  wifdom  of  the  laws  only 
govern,  judges  would  have  been  wicked 

G  g  enough 
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enough  to  pafs  a  decifion  without  the  au¬ 
thority  of  proofs  \  a  thing  quite  incredi¬ 
ble. 


Vlllth 
authority, 
which 
feems  to 
confirm  in 
a  manner 
more  con¬ 
vincing 
than  any 
other,  the 
exigence 
of  perfect 
herma¬ 
phrodites. 


But  if  divines  are  at  a  lofs  to  decide  un¬ 
der  what  kind  they  fhould  rank  the  capa¬ 
city  of  a  fubjedt,  in  whom  they  find  the 
two  fexes,  how  much  more  mu  ft  they 
be  fo,  when  chance  joins  together  in  mar¬ 
riage  two  perfedt  hermaphrodites !  This 
cafe  is,  indeed,  rare,  yet  it  happened  to¬ 
wards  the  middle  of  the  laft  century  in  the 
kingdom  of  Valentia:  two  young  perfons 
were  married,  and  very  foon  after  they 
were  both  in  the  ftate  of  pregnant  wo¬ 
men  5  they  were  profecuted  as  guilty  of 
the  mod  abominable  crime  ;  but  Laurence 
Matthieu,  a  phyfician  as  prudent  as  know¬ 
ing,  who  was  confiilted  on  their  fcore,  at 
the  moment  they  were  carrying  to  the 
place  of  execution,  in  order  to  be  burnt 
alive,  decided  in  their  favour,  the  church 
having  given  them  the  Power  to  be  joined 
together,  and  to  make  but  one  body  and 
one  fleftu  Here  follow  his  words : 


\ Tenendum  fir  miter  credo>  deli  ft  um  puni- 
bile  in  iis  hermaphroditis  non  reperiri ;  & 
quoad  forum  internum ,  opinor  quod  licite 

utroq*. 
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iitroq-y  fiexu  uti  pot er ant ,  virtufe  potefiatis 
corporum  acquifiitce  per  matrimonium ,  cum 
fiatti  fuifijent  duo  in  came  und  ad  finem  na~ 
turaiis  prods,  vel  ad  finem  remedii  inconti¬ 
nent  ice. 

cc  My  opinion  is,  that  there  is  no  crime 

cE  punifhable  by  law  in  thefe  hermaphro- 

/  **• 

£C  dites ;  and  as  to  the  court  of  conference., 

C£  I  hold  they  may  lawfully  make  ufe  of 
either  fex,  in  virtue  of  the  power  ac« 
cc  quired  over  each  other’s  body  by  the 
C£  rights  of  marriage,  being  become  but  * 
cc  one  flefh,  for  the  purpofes  of  genera- 
C£  tion,  and  for  remedying  the  vice  of  in- 
cc  continence.” 

A  fingle  inftance  of  this  fort  would  feemiXthau- 
to  border  a  little  too  much  on  the  marvel-  ^ich' 
lous,  if  nature,  which  can  repeat  at  oneconfirms 

.  ,  ,  .  r  the  pre¬ 

time  what  the  has  produced  at  another,  ceding. 

did  not  multiply  her  proofs.  We  find  in 

Ambrofe  Pareus  the  figure  of  two  twins, 

fee  plate  II.  fig.  r.  joined  together  by  the 

back,  and  who  both  had  the  natural  parts 

of  both  lexes  exadl  and  perfect  in  all  their 

fliapes  and  dimenfions. 

Gg  2  Ifidoru$3 
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Ifidorus,  on  occafion  of  the  perfedt  her¬ 
maphrodites,  fays,  Vicijjim  coeundo  gignunt 
&  pariunt .  “  By  mutual  embraces  they 
€£  generate  and  bring  forth/' 

But  let  us  remove  our  thoughts  from  a 
commerce  which  appears  fo  contrary  to 
the  purity  of  manners ;  let  us  allow  that 
the  rigour  of  the  laws  cannot  too  feverely 
punifh  thofe  who,  after  a  folemn  oath, 
fhould  bring  openly  fuch  a  fcandal  to  the 
view  of  the  publick,  which  could  not  fail 
of  being  thereby  juftly  irritated  and  in- 
cenfed. 

I  wave  a  great  many  other  inftances  to 
be  met  with  in  authors,  by  which  they 
feem  to  prove  the  exigence  of  perfect  her¬ 
maphrodites:  my  defign,  as  I  hinted,  was 
not  to  make  a  compleat  treatife  on  this  fub- 
ject,  nor  to  fix  or  determine  the  judgment 
of  the  reader ;  I  content  myfelf  only  to  re¬ 
cite  fome  authorities  which  feem  to  efta- 
blifti  their  poffibility  $  a  larger  work  would 
poffibly  not  be  in  the  tafte  of  the  publick  ; 
and  the  learned  would  not  receive  the 

fame 
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fame  degree  of  pleafure  from  it,  as  from 
reading  the  original  authors  themfelves. 

The  imperfed  hermaphrodites  are  thofe  ,ImPerfea 

.  1  ■  1  iierma- 

in  whom  tne  natural  parts  of  both  fexesphroditesr 
have  defeds,  which  either  entirely  fufpend,  °n" 
or  diminifti  their  adion.  This  laft  fort  Jg  their  true 
the  lefs  rare,  but  alfo  is  that  which  varies 
the  moft.  There  have  been  of  them,  in 
whom  there  was  not  to  be  found  even 
any  the  lead:  appearance  of  a  double  fex, 
which  however  have  palled  for  hermaphro¬ 
dites  ;  fuch  was  a  fodomite,  who,  by  theAfodo- 
relation  of  Trallian,  had  conceived  and^fveesc^ 
brought  forth.  The  fame  author  fays,  brings 
that  a  foldier  brought  forth  at  the  time  ’  . 

•  that  Conon  commanded  at  Athens ;  be-  . 
caufe  the  fundament  ferved  as  a  conduit  to 
the  womb,  juft  as  the  vagina  does  in  a  na¬ 
tural  ftate. 

I  will  not  infift  on  the  number  of  in- 
ftances  nearly  of  this  kind,  which  are  to  be 
met  with  in  authors,  as  the  one  or  the  o~ 
other  are  not  fufficiently  conclufive  to  efta- 
bliffi  the  propofition.  The  following  ob- 
fervation,  cloathed  with  all  the  neceftary 
charaders,  is  a  proof,  if  not  fufficiently  con- 

G  g  3  vincingj  > 
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vincing,  at  leaf!  diffidently  probable,  of  thq 
exiftence  of  imperfedt  hermaphrodites. 


Ill  obfer- 
vation 
made  by 
the  author 
of  the  dif- 
ienation. 


In  the  year  1725,  a  fpecies  of  herma¬ 
phrodite,  in  woman’s  drefs,  applied  to  me 
on  account  of  a  hernia  fhe  faid  fhe  had  in 
the  left  groin.  I  found  without  the  ring 
a  fmall  dwelling,  which  appeared  to  me 
quite  a  different  thing  from  the  difeafe 
fhe  complained  of.  She  told  me,  fhe  had 
always  been  fenfible  thereof,  that  dome- 
times  it  fell  down  lower  ;  and  that  while 
it  was  reafcending,  which  was  the  cafe 
from  time  to  time,  fhe  underwent  a  great 
deal  of  pain.  I  caufed  the  patient  to  be 
laid  upon  a  bed,  in  order  more  particularly 
to  examine  her  cafe.  I  at  firfl  fight  per¬ 
ceived  a  fort  of  penis,  which  made  me 
fufpedt  the  dwelling  of  the  groin  might 
prove  a  tefticle.  I  compared  the  ailing 
fide  with  the  right,  where  I  found  a  like 
dwelling,  but  which  fell  down  lower ;  I 
diflinftly  difcovered,  by  the  touch,  that 
thefe  two  dwellings  were  two  tefticles  ;  I 
was  not  deceived  as  to  the  form  of  thefe 
organs,  nor  on  that  of  the  epididymis, 
and  the  ipermatick  veffels.  I  was  obliged, 
in  order  accurately  to  examine  the  left 
teilicle,  to  pull  it  a  little  do wn wards,  be- 


caufe 


455 


HERMAPHRODITES. 

eaufe  it  was,  as  it  were,  ftuck  on  the  ring, 
which  never  failed  to  happen,  when  nature 
was  preparing  for  the  expulfion  of  the  men- 
ftrual  blood.  This  tefticle  was  one  half 
fmaller  than  that  of  the  right  fide. 

Thefe  two  tefticles  were  included  each The  CQ' 

vering 

in  a  fort  of  purfe  or  fcrotum ;  thefe  two  of  the 

•i.  fX  *  1 

purfes  reprefented  well  enough  the  twote  ac 
great  lips  of  the  natural  parts  of  a  woman  : 
the  infide  of  thefe  lips  was  ruddy,  ftrewed 
with  febaceous  glands  fufficiently  diftindt, 
and  moiftened  with  an  humidity,  like  to 
that  which  generally  drenches  thefe  parts. 

See  plate  III.  letters  E  F.  The  penis  if- 
lued  from  the  fuperior  part  of  thefe  two 
lips ;  upon  removing  which,  the  whole 
extent  of  that  part  was  difcovered :  it  was 
extremely  well  formed,  was  about  three 
inches  long,  and  four  in  circumference.  I 
could  not  learn  whether  this  penis  was  ca¬ 
pable  of  any  ordinary  fenfation,  either  be- 
eaufe  it  was  fufceptible  of  no  motion,  or 
that  modefty  taught  the  patient  too  much 
diferetion :  fhe  only  told  me,  that  at  the 
time  of  the  menfes  it  became  larger  than 
at  other  times,  but  without  eredlion  $  yet 
I  underftood,  notwithflanding  thefe  rea- 
fons,  that  it  was  very  capable  of  eredtion, 

G  g  4  becaufe 
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of  the 
penis ;  its 
Itruflure. 
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becaufe  the  patient  would  abfolutely  have 
me  cut  it  away  $  by  reafon,  faid  fhe,  of 
the  trouble  it  gave  her:  this  trouble,  in 
my  opinion,  could  be  no  other  than  an 
involuntary,  fpontaneous  eredtion,  much 
more  imeafy  and  embarraffing,  than  plea- 
iurable  and  fatisfadtory.  This  penis  had 
the  figure  of  that  of  a  man,  and  appeared 
confifting  of  two  cavernous  bodies,  an  ure¬ 
thra,  and  a  glans  ;  it  was  covered  with  a 
fkin  of  the  fame  colour  with  that  which 
covered  the  other  parts  of  the  body ;  that 
fkin  was  plaited  on  the  corona  of  the  glans, 
ftretched  and  extended  itfelf  in  order  to 
re-cover  it  according  to  its  difpofition  :  the 
portion  of  the  fkin,  which  covered  the 
under  part  of  the  penis,  was  ruddy,  ex~ 
tremely  fmooth,  and  interfperfed  with  fe- 
baceous  glands,  which  made  it  moift. 


The  glans  The  glans  was  well  formed  and  pro- 
prepu-  potfio^ed  to  the  reft  of  the  penis ;  it  was 
tium.  not  perforated  at  its  extremity,  but  there 
we  obferved  a  fmall  depreffion,  which  ex¬ 
tended  along  the  length  of  the  under  part 
of  the  penis  to  its  root,  and  terminated  at 
the  fuperior  edge  of  the  canal  of  the  urine : 
this  depreffion,  which  had  the  figure  of 
the  indenture  of  a  probe,  appeared  incon- 

teftably 
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teftably  to  be  the  urethra  of  the  penis  funk 
or  deprefled ;  for,  when  the  patient  made 
water,  the  depreffion  became  filled  up  and 
fwelledj  which  gave  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  urine  had  free  accefs  into  this 

i. 

canal,  which,  being  unperforated,  obliged 
the  fluid  to  return  by  the  canal  which  na¬ 
ture  had  formed  for  it. 

This  canal  was  terminated  by  a  hole  en-  Urinary 
tirely  like  to  the  urinary  meatus  in  women ; meatuSo 
it  was  fituated  in  the  fame  part  it  is  in  the 
fex,  and  had  the  figure  thereof  $  fee  letter 
C  of  plate  III,  There  was  no  appearance 
of  nymphce . 

On  both  fides  of  this  depreffion,  of  which  Caver- 
I  have  fpoken,  were  very  diftindtly  felt  the  bodL, 
cavernous  bodies ;  they  feemed  to  termi¬ 
nate  at  the  fuperior  middle  part  of  the 
o[[a  pubis . 

Immediately  under  the  inferior  border  The 
of  the  canal  of  the  urine,  was  formed  the  union  of 
re-union  of  the  two  feparated  portions  of  two 
the  purfes  or  Jcrota ,  whicn  formed  the 
lips :  this  re-union,  or  commiflure,  re- 
fembled,  imperfectly  enough.,  what  French 
•f*  authors 
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authors  call  the  fourchette a.  From  this 
commilTure  to  the  anus,  there  were  about 
three  inches  diftance,  which  diftance 
was  occupied  by  a  portion  of  lax  and 
foftifh  fldn,  which  funk  under  the  finger, 
and  feemed  to  enter  into  a  kind  of  cavity ; 
none  of  that  feam,  which  is  called  the 
raphe y  was  remarked  therein,  but  on  it 
was  obferved  much  hair,  as  indeed  on  all 
the  reft  of  the  part,  and  none  about  the 
anus. 

The  cavity,  into  which  the  fldn  funk. 
Appear-  when  prefled  with  the  finger,  feemed  to 
the  vagina  ^dicate  that  of  the  vagina  $  which  having 
no  orifice,  fuffered  not  the  menftrual  blood 
to  run  off  freely :  it  was  obliged  to  paf^ 
every  month  through  the  anus,  by  taking 
the  rout  of  an  aperture  or  canal  of  com¬ 
munication,  which  probably  reached  from 
the  vagina  to  the  reftimi. 


A  tumour 
in  the 
perinaeum 
at  the 
time  of 
the 

menfes. 


Some  days  before  the  iffuing  of  the  men- 
ftruai  blood,  by  the  way  nature  had  paved 
for  it,  there  was  a  tumour  formed  in  the 
perineum,  which  encreafed  gradually,  and 
in  three  or  four  days  became  of  the  bignefs 

of 


3  Fourchette  is  the  inferior  commilTure  of  the  lips  of  the 
vulva  5  it  ieems  we  have  no  term  in  Englilh  for  it. 
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of  a  hen’s  egg:  at  the  end  of  that  time, 

the  blood  began  to  flow  by  the  anus,  with-  Evacua* 

out  obferving  there  any  fwelling  either  in-  menfes  by 

^  ^  /■*  i 

ternally  or  externally $  which  gave  room 
to  think  that  this  blood  was  amafled  by 
overflowing  into  the  cavity  where  it  was 
retained,  till  there  had  been  a  large  enough 
quantity  thereof,  to  be  able  to  gain  the 
height  of  the  orifice  of  communication, 
which  from  that  receptacle  went  into  the 
redtum  ;  when  once  it  had  begun  to  flow, 
it  continued  difcharging  for  three  or  four 
days.  It  was  further  obferved,  that  the 
fkin  which  clofed  up  the  vagina,  and 
which  formed  a  bunch  or  fwelling,  when 
the  blood  was  there  amafled,  changed  not 
colour. 


Such  was  the  flcate  of  the  parts,  when  I 
faw  the  patient  for  the  firft  time ;  MefL 
Malaval  and  Puzos  examined  her  at  the 
fame  time  with  me.  Thefe  gentlemen 
fufpended  their  judgment,  and  would  not 
determine  under  what  fpecies  to  rank  her, 
without  having  previoufly  made  a  parti¬ 
cular  examen  of  the  kind  of  periodical 
flux,  which  fhe  called  her  courfes.  I 
know  not  whether  thefe  gentlemen  have 

fince 
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fince  been  able  to  inform  themfelves  more 
exadtly. 


Age,  cor 
pulence, 
and  cha¬ 
racter  of 
the  pati¬ 
ent,  and 
the  pro¬ 
portion 
of  the 
parts. 


-  This  creature  was  then  thirty-five  years 
old,  was  five  foot  five  inches  high,  had 
the  corpulence  of  a  thin  effeminate  man* 
had  little  beard  3  her  complexion  was  tan¬ 
ned  or  fwarthy,  the  fidn  of  her  body  dingy 
or  brown,  her  voice  hoarfe  and  mannifh, 
her  bread:  flat,  her  arms  dry  and  mufcu- 
lous,  the  hands  large,  the  fingers  long  and 
ftrong,  the  belly  flat,  the  haunches  large, 
the  pubis  raifed  much,  the  buttocks,  the 
thighs  and  legs  round,  the  feet  finall  3  fo 
that  fhe  might  be  taken  for  a  man  from 
the  head  to  the  waift  downwards  3  but  for 
a  woman  too,  from  the  waift  down  to  the 
feet,  bating  the  parts  of  generation.  She 
employed  herfelf  in  women’s  work. 


The  As  this  hermaphrodite  was  extremely 
caufed°toS  valetudinary,  and  complained  much  more 
this  her-  0f  her  bad  ftate  of  health  during  the  time 
ditTbyher that  the  menftrual  flux  was  in  a  difpofition 

fopua011"  t0  aPPear>  an^  then  was  fubjed:  to  confi- 
tion.  derable  tenfions  of  the  belly,  to  violent 
cholicks  in  the  lumbary  regions,  to  yawn- 
ings,  to  continual  vertigo’s,  and  frequent 
/  fyncope’s. 
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fyncope’s.  I  imagined  that  all  thefe  fymp- 
toms,  to  which  floe  was  fubjed:  from  the 
age  of  puberty,  and  which  had  brought 
her  in  danger  of  finking  under  them, 
proceeded  from  the  menftrual  blood  not 
having  liberty  enough  to  evacuate  3  and 
that  necefiarily  a  more  eafy  way  mufi:  be 
paved  for  it,  by  opening  the  fldn  which 
clofed  up  the  vagina,  and  by  maintaining 
in  that  part  a  fuitable  aperture.  Many  of 
the  moft  celebrated  furgeons  were  of  my 
opinion  3  but  as  we  agreed  to  perform  that 
operation  at  a  time  the  tumour  of  the  pe¬ 
rineum  fhould  appear,  the  patient  went 
away  home  fome  miles  from  Paris,  and 
was  five  or  fix  months  gone.  She  told 
me,  on  her  return,  that  being  almoft 
brought  to  the  point  of  death  at  the  times 
file  had  had  her  courfes  upon  her  3  and  as 
the  time  of  having  them  drew  near,  file 
thought  herfelf  obliged  to  come,  previous 
to  her  fuffering  what  file  then  apprehend¬ 
ed  3  yet  I  thought  it  proper  to  make  my 
remarks  before  undertaking  the  operation. 
On  the  morrow  after  her  arrival,  (he  com¬ 
plained  of  colick  pains,  fell  into  fwooning 
fits  and  faintings,  could  not  eat  for  all  that 
day  3  her  pulfe  was  raifed,  frequent,  and 

unequal. 
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unequal.  I  feveral  times  touched  the  pe* 
rineum  the  firft  day,  without  obferving 
therein  any  thing  more  than  ordinary  ;  the 
fecond  day  I  began  to  perceive  a  fmalt 
(welling,  but  the  third  it  became  of  the 
bignefs  of  a  hen's  egg,  without  changing 
the  colour  of  the  ikin ;  the  tumour  dimi- 
nifhed  confiderably  when  the  patient  was 
a-bed.  M.  de  la  Brunnerie,  and  my  fa¬ 
ther,  made  the  very  fame  obfervations. 
At  length,  on  the  clofe  of  the  fourth  day, 
we  faw  the  blood  bluing  out  at  the  funda- 
Difchargs  ment  in  a  very  fmall  quantity,  of  a  colour 
menfes.  rather  ferous  than  fanguine ;  it  continued 
flowing,  but  in  a  larger  quantity  for  five 
days,  of  the  ordinary  colour.  On  the  fixtli 
day  the  evacuation  diminifhed,  and  was 
quite  dried  up  on  the  feventh.  During 
all  the  time  of  the  courfes,  we  informed 
ourfelves  of  the  ilate  of  the  fundament^ 
where  we  found  not  the  leaft  appearance 
of  haemorrhoids.  The  moil  favourable 
time  for  performing  the  operation,  had 
been  a  month  after,  when  the  tumour  was 
to  re-appear ;  but  the  patient  could  only 
flay  fifteen  or  twenty  days  at  Paris :  I  was 
then  obliged  to  avail  myfelf  of  that  time 
of  neceflity.  I  called  together  Meffs.  de  la 

1  Brunnerie, 
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Brunnerie,  Carere,  Guerin  the  elder,  Mo- 
rand,  de  Garengeot,  Foubert,  Grammont, 

Galin,  and  my  father  ;  all  were  of  opinion 
(after  having  heard  my  expofal,  and  exa¬ 
mined  the  parts)  that  I  fhould  proceed  to 
the  operation. 

* 

\ 

I  caufed  the  patient  to  lie  on  the  fide  Opera: 
of  a  bed,  her  legs  being  fupported  on  thewhat 
knees  of  two  of  the  confultants,  who  held  ma?ner 

periornir 

her  thighs  afunder.  I  pinched  the  ikin,ed. 
which  covered  the  vagina,  tranfverfely, 
with  the  thumb  and  forefinger  of  my  left- 
hand  Mr.  Guerin  laid  hold  alfo  with  his 
fingers  on  the  fame  fold,  on  the  fide  oppo- 
fite  to  that  which  I  held  5  I  afterwards 
cut  that  fkin  with  a  ftrait  bifiory,  by  de¬ 
ferring  a  line  perpendicular  to  the  anus  $ 
at  one  ftroke  I  came  to  a  fort  of  cellular 
texture,  which  I  took  hold  on  with  a  hook, 
and  which  I  afterwards  cut  with  a  pair  of 
fciflfars.  I  conveyed  my  finger  into  the 
aperture,  which  procured  me  the  divifion 
of  the  cellular  texture ;  it  entered  without 
any  refiftance  into  a  void  or  empty  fpace, 
which  was  confidered  by  thofe  of  the  con¬ 
fultants,  who  put  their  finger  into  it,  as 
the  cavity  of  the  vagina.  This  cavity 
feemed  to  us  to  have  two  or  three  inches 


in 
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in  depth,  and  about  two  in  circumference,, 
I  filled  it  with  feveral  taps  of  lint,  tied 
with  thread.  On  the  following  day  I  fub- 
flituted,  for  the  taps  of  lint,  a  tent  of  3  ~ 
inches  long,  and  one  in  diameter.  On  the 
fixth  day  of  the  operation,  Mr.  Verdier 
and  I  felt,  at  the  end  of  the  finger,  an 
trixed£a  eminence  at  the  bottom  of  the  vagina, 
tinguiihed  which  appeared  to  us  to  be  the  orifice  of 

touch!  the  part  of  the  matrix  which  enters  into 
the  vagina.  From  the  fixth  day  after  the 
operation,  the  patient  was  not  drefled  for 
twenty-five  days  that  fhe  flayed  at  Paris, 
but  with  a  very  large  tent  made  of  prepa¬ 
red  fpunge,  which  was  never  charged  with 
purulent  matter  but  at  the  parts,  which 
anfwered  to  the  aperture  of  the  fkin,  whofe 
edges  fuppurated  a  very  long  time.  I  gave 
pieces  of  prepared  fpunge  to  the  patient  to 
life  herfelf.  Some  days  after  getting  home, 
the  blood  of  the  courfes  came  out  at  the 
aperture  which  I  had  made  for  it,  without 
a  Angle  drop  paffing  by  the  fundament  -7 
fhe  had  alfo  none  of  the  fymptoms,  to 
which  file  had  been  formerly  fubjed,  only 
for  five  or  fix  hours  before  the  flux,  fhe 
had  colick  pains  like  thofe  fhe  had  always 
had  upon  her.  The  evacuation  lafted  only 
three  days  \  during  which  time  the  patient 

difcorn- 
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difcontinued  the  ufe  of  the  fpunge*  as  I 
had  directed  her,  and  continued  it  after- 
wards.  Five  weeks  after,  the  blood  re¬ 
appeared  ftill  by  the  fame  part,  and  flowed 
for  three  or  four  days.  The  patient  imagi¬ 
ned  then  fhe  might  be  without  the  fpunge; 

The  fiftulous  orifice,  that  is  to  fay,  the 
aperture  which  I  had  made,  appeared  to 
be  clofed  up 3  yet  it  opened  on  the  third 
month  to  give  paflage  to  the  blood,  when 
it  was  about  to  re-appear.  This  happened 
ftill  for  two  months  longer  3  but  on  the  fixth 
month  the  blood  refumed  its  courfe  by  the 
fundament*  and  all  the  fymptoms*  to  which 
the  patient  had  been  fubjedt  before  the 
operation,  recurred  upon  her  afrefh.  She 
thus  fuffered  lilently,  without  acquainting 
me  for  eight  or  ten  months  3  at  the  end  of 
which  time  fhe  confulted  me :  I  had  no 
other  means  to  propofe  to  her  than  the 
fame  operation  3  but  particular  reafons  hin¬ 
dered  the  fubmitting  to  it. 

We  fee  by  this  obfervation*  of  what 
cpnfequence  the  refources  of  furgery  are, 
and  that  if  nature  departs  from  her  ufual 
courfe,  and  forgets  herfelf,  fhe  may,  by 
the  aids  of  this  art,  be  redrelfed,  and  new 
ways,  capable  of  putting  her  in  the  Rate 

H  h  of 
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of  perfection  fhe  ought  to  have,  be  paved 
out  for  her,  provided  the  patients  have 
difcretion  enough  to  affift  themfelves,  and 
fecond  the  furgeon’s  care. 


The  death  The  patient  died  in  17404  I  was  ap¬ 
parent;  Pn^ed  of  the  day  or  her  death  ^  X  comniu- 

ico  ofethenicated  11  to  academy  of  furgery.  The 
hody.  academy  named  M.  Yerdier  and  Foubert 
to  make  their  report.  M.  Verdier,  on 
whom  I  deferred  the  honour  of  opening 
the  body,  carried  home  with  him  all  the 
parts,  in  order  to  make  a  particular  direc¬ 
tion  of  them  in  pre fence  of  M.  Foubert, 
myfelf,  and  fome  other  curious  perfons, 
who  went  along  with  us  to  the  defunCt’s.. 
M.  Yerdier  made  feveral  appointments, 
but  kept  none  of  them,  through  an  affec¬ 
tation  but  little  decent.  What  were  his 
reafons'to  behave  in  this  manner,  and  to 
have  made  no  report  to  the  academy,  are 
things  quite  unknown  to  me. 


Subject  a- 
ill-con¬ 
formed, 
to  which 
we  cannot 


It  now  remains  to  make  a  general  exa- 
men  of  a  fpecies  of  fubjeds,  to  which  it  is 
not  poffible  to  give  any  character  of  her- 


give  the  maphrodite,  and  even  fometimes  pretty 
herma-°  difficult  to  determine  their  fex. 


phrodites.- 


There 
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There  are  fome,  in  whom  we  cannot 
eafily  diftinguifh  whether  what  appears 
prominent  or  flicking  out,  be  the  penis  or 
the  clitoris,  the  part  which  appears  to  repre- 
fent  either,  being  the  moft  fantaftical  and 
various  that  can  be,  more  or  lels  long  or 
large,  of  an  irregular,  round,  fquare,  flat, 
fpiral,  unequal,  or  uneven  figure,  fufceptible 
of  any  voluptuous  or  pleafurable  feniation, 
•of  inflation,  ere&ion,  or  quite  infenfible  of 
all.  There  are  of  them  who  have  a  fort 
of  glands,  which  we  would  be  apt  to  take 
for  teflicles,  ciid  we  not  more  narrowly 
attend  to  them  :  others  have  genuine  tefti- 
cles,  but  placed  differently  than  in  the  na¬ 
tural  ftate ;  as  the  fubjeft  of  which  Reald. 
Columbus  fpeaks,  who  had  them  in  the 
perineum :  and  there  has  been  feen  in 
London,  not  long  ago,  a  man  who  had 
them  in  the  fame  place. 


In  fome  fubjedts  we  diflinguilh  not  whe-  na  obfer- 
ther  there  be  any  vagina  or  no,  unlefs™^e°“„ 
chance  make  the  difcovery  for  us.  Marti-  gina  un- 
nus  Schurigius  relates  the  hiftory  of  a  young it? 
woman,  who  arrived  to  a  very  advanced  difcoveri:d 
age,  without  every  knowing  whether  fhe  ^ 
had  any  vagina  or  no.  She  had  occalion 

H  h  2  to 
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to  take  a  glyfter,  but  as  no  one  could  ad- 
minifter  it,  her  furgeon  undertook  the 
tafk :  he  was  furprized  to  find  the  decoc¬ 
tion  come  out  in  proportion  as  the  fyringe 
voided  it ;  he  drew  back  the  pipe,  and  in¬ 
troduced  his  finger  into  the  fundament ; 
and  then  he  perceived  that  the  canal,  by 
which  the  excrements  were  difcharged, 
was  larger  than  commonly  the  fundament 
is,  went  alfo  to  the  matrix,  whofe  orifice 
he  touched  with  his  finger. 

Hid  ob-  This  obfervation  feems  to  confirm  what 

Th^e ex-*  f>a^fyn  relates  after  Zaborella,  profelfor  of 
crements  phyfick,  who  had  a  fervant-maid,  whofe 

and  urine  .  ,  .  , 

fometimes  urine  and  excrements  came  out  by  the  va- 
at>Ithe°Ut  S*na#  This  fad:  is  related  as  a  natural  ac- 
vagina.  cident,  having  nothing  in  common  with 
the  fame  accidents  which  happen  to  cer¬ 
tain  women,  the  neck  of  whofe  bladder, 
and  the  redum,  are  tore  in  hard  labour. 

The  urine  There  are  alfo  people  ill-conformed, 

fometimes  . 
difcharg-  WllO 

ed  byways  pf0per  for  conveying  the  urine  out  of 
quite  ex-  *  1  J  \  o 

traordi-  the  bladder,  yet  they  difcharge  it  by  other 
mry'  peculiar  paflages  ;  fuch  was  that  herma¬ 
phrodite  of  Columbus,  who  difcharged  the 
urine  above  the  os  pubis. 

Nature, 


though  they  have  canals  which  feem 
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Nature,  in  fome  fubjedts,  forms  to  her-  iVth  ob- 

1  •  1  •  ^fci  vstion® 

fell  peculiar  routs  tor  the  evacuation  orThe 
the  courfes,  as  was  remarked  in  the  pcr-nien/es 

3  "  r  are  lome- 

fon  of  a  monk,  who  died  at  the  Hotel-  times  dif* 
Dieu  of  Paris  in  1726.  M.  Boudou,  head-^f^ 
furgeon  of  that  hofpital,  opened  the  body  jiatr  out- 
of  this  religious.  The  exterior  parts  con- 
fifted  in  a  chink  of  no  great  depth,  ruddy 
within,  like  the  part  of  a  woman  5  the 
two  edges  of  that  chink  reprefented,  im¬ 
perfectly  enough,  the  two  lips  of  the  vulva. 

In  one  of  thefe  two  lips  there  was  a  tefhi- 
cle,  in  the  other  none  :  from  the  fpace  be¬ 
tween  thefe  two  lips  iffued  forth,  towards 
the  fuperior  part,  a  fort  of  penis  ill-formed, 
unperforated.  The  urine  had  been  al¬ 
ways  determined  through  an  orifice  fitua- 
ted  under  the  penis,  at  its  root,  in  the 
part  where  is  the  meatus  urinarius  of  wo¬ 
men.  There*  was  no  appearance  of  a  va¬ 
gina  externally.  After  this  examen,  he 
opened  the  belly;  he  found  that  the  fper- 
matick  veffels  obferved  nearly  the  fame 
direction  as  in  the  natural  ftate;  fuch  of 
thefe  veffels,  as  were  of  the  fide  of  the 
tefticle,  went  to  empty  themfelves  into  that 
organ  ;  inftead  of  the  bladder  of  that  tide, 
in  the  ordinary  fituation,  there  was  a  fe- 

H  h  3  minal 
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minal  veficle ;  the  fpermatick  veffels  of 
the  oppofite  fide  proceeded  to  lofe  them- 
felves  between  the  bladder  and  reCtum  in 
a  finall  body,  which,  as  far  as  Mr.  Bou- 
dou  imagined,  was  a  matrix,  which,  for 
want  of  ufe,  was  become  collapfed. 

This  religious  had  an  ulcer  in  one  of 
his  legs,  from  whence  periodically  flowed, 
every  month,  a  famous  feroiity,  which 
made  Mr.  Boudou  conjecture,  that  the 
difcharge,  which  was  made  by  that  ulcer, 
fupplied  the  place  of  the  menfes. 

There  are  in  this  obfervation  fome  other 
peculiarities,  in  which  I  am  not  enough 
inftructed ;  they  would  come  much  better 
from  the  hands  of  Mr.  Boudou  himfelf. 


Vth  ob-  It  is  not  only  in  our  days,  that  fuch 

iervation.  r  r  i  J 

A  monk  ox  people  are  to  be  met  with  in  cloi- 

phrockte  fters :  GaiPar  Bauhin  relates,  that  in  the 
delivered  year  1478,  in  the  reign  of  Louis  XI.  there 
of  a  child,  was  a  monk  hermaphrodite  at  Moire  in 

Auvergne,  who  had  the  advantage  of  both 
fexes ;  he  came  to  be  in  the  condition  of 


a  pregnant  woman,  and  was  delivered  of 
a  child  at  the  ufual  term. 


Mas, 
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Mas,  muiier ,  monachus ,  mundi  mirabile 
monftrum . 

An  accurate  defcription  of  the  parts 
would  have  given  us  more  fatisfadion  than 
all  the  fine  gingle  of  words  in  this  verfe. 
The  place  alfo  we  affign  to  this  hiftory, 
fcreens  us  from  the  reproach  that  might 
be  thrown  out  upon  us,  did  we  put  it  to 
the  rank  of  perfed  hermaphrodites. 


Thefe  forts  of  fubjeds,  ill-conftruded, 
do  often  impofe  on  the  people  of  the  art, 
the  molt  ikilled  in  the  ftrudure  of  the 
parts  >  and  thus  it  is  nowife  furprizing,  to 
find  mid  wives  embarrafled,  who  have  of¬ 
ten  taken  males  for  females,  and  females 
for  males  3  becaufe  that  in  thefe  the  cli¬ 
toris  is  fometimes  longer  than  in  the  na¬ 
tural  date ;  and  in  thofe,  the  penis  is  ex¬ 
tremely  Abort,  and  the  fcrotum,  folded  up 
in  two,  appears  as  if  divided  by  a  flit :  of 
this  we  find  inftances  in  Riolanus,  and  De 
Graaf ;  my  pradice  has  furnifhed  me  with 


one,  as  follows. 


Vlth  ob~ 
fervation. 


M.  Perrat,  man- midwife  to  the  queen, 


for 


was  confulted  for  a  child  of  fix  years  old,  ab°y  tl]1 

J  the  age  or 

H  h  q  who  fix  years. 
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who  palled  for  a  girl,  on  a  hernia  he  was 
fuppofed  to  have  ;  he  devolved  on  me  the 
deci/ion  and  the  care:  I  found  that  the 
pretended  hernia  was  a  tefticle,  which 
gave  me  the  curiofity  particularly  to  exa¬ 
mine  the  fcrotum  and  penis :  the  fcrotum 
was  exactly  divided  by  a  flit,  like  to  that 
of  the  vulva  this  flit  was  ruddy  within, 
and  very  moift ;  the  penis  was  extremely 
Abort,  and  fcarce  came  out  of  the  flit  $ 
the  tefticle,  which  was  taken  for  a  hernia, 
had  begun  to  come  out  of  the  belly  but 
lately,  and  that  of  the  other  fide  had  not 
yet  appeared.  I  acquainted  the  parents 
with  their  miftake  of  the  fex,  which  gave 
them  a  double  fatisfadtion. 

ferJatim?”  f°metimes  meet  with  conforma- 

a  female  tions  Hill  more  vitiated,  which  are  made 

who  paf-  t0  Pa&  current  with  perfons  prepared  by 

hetmT  anPrejudices.  Dr.  Douglafs  difabufed  the 
phrodite.  publick,  by  the  defeription  he  gave  of  the 
natural  parts  of  a  female  African,  who  ten 
years  ago  palfed  in  Londom  for  an  her¬ 
maphrodite  :  he  caufed  to  engrave  the 
plate,  which  Mr.  Chefelden  has  publifhed 
in  his  anatomy,  and  Dr.  Parfons  in  his  cri¬ 
tical  inquiry  into  hermaphrodites.  This 

African 
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African  had  all  the  proportions  of  body,  the 
tone  of  voice,  and  the  ways  of  a  woman. 
Two  peculiarities  only  in  her  parts  of  gene¬ 
ration,  were  fufficient  to  impofe  on  the  lim^ 
pie,  namely,  the  clitoris  and  the  lips  of 
the  vulva.  The  clitoris,  as  may  be  feen 
plate  IV.  which  I  caufed  to  engrave  after 
the  original,  is  indeed  larger  and  longer 
than  in  the  natural  ftate,  but  has  nothing 
to  chara&erife  the  penis  3  the  right  lip, 
exceffively  large,  compared  with  the  other, 
is,  with  probability,  fuppofed  by  Dr.  Dou- 
glafs  to  include  a  hernia  of  the  ovaries  (it 
might  alfo  be  an  epiplocele)  which  impo- 
fed  on  thofe  who  confidered  it  as  a  tefticle. 
The  marking  down  the  urethra,  which  I 
fuppofe  to  be  between  the  nymphse,  has 
efcaped  the  accuracy  of  Dr.  Douglafs.  Dr. 
Parfons’s  work  contains  feveral  inftances 
of  this  fort,  which  he  has  drawn  from 
authors 3  they  all  tend  to  his  defign,  name¬ 
ly,  the  proving  the  opinion  he  is  in,  that 
there  is  no  hermaphrodite  among  men  ; 
that  720  hermaphrodital  7iature  can  exift  in 
human  bodies . 

Nothing  is  more  common,  than  to  hear 
mention  made  of  thefe  forts  of  perfons  as 

her~ 
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hermaphrodites  3  and  the  publick  would 
for  ever  be  under  the  illeiion,  if  perfons 
of  wifdom  did  not  endeavour  to  difabufe 


it. 


viiltii  M.  Faudacque,  furgeon  at  Namur,  fays, 
tion.  in  an  obfervation  which  he  has  communi- 

ill-coiL*  cate^  to  the  academy  of  furgery  at  Paris, 
formed,  that  he  has  feen,  at  three  leagues  diftance 
fedfoTan  fro^t  Givet,  a  child  of  eight  months  old, 
jieraia-  wbo  paffed  for  an  hermaphrodite.  The 

Penis  was  unperforated  both  at  the  glans 
and,  preputiutn  $  he  made  water  by  an 
orifice  greatly  dilated,  like  a  fort  of  vulva, 
fituated  immediately  under  the  fcrotum. 
As  to  the  reft,  the  penis  was,  fays  M. 
Faudacque,  disfigured  and  monftrous,  re- 
fernbled  a  fraall  fnaii,  was  fo  curled  and 
bent,  that  the  extremity  of  the  glans,  co¬ 
vered  with  the  prep.utium,  touched  the 
pofterior  part  of  the  root  of  the  penis.  All 
the  part,  which  anfwered  to  the  place 
where  naturally  is  the  canal  of  the  ure¬ 
thra,  appeared  to  be  ligamentous,  and  fo 
fhort,  as  to  bridle  in  and  bend  the  penis 
in  the  manner  I  have  defcribed.  When 
Mr.  Faudacque  faw  the  child  for  the  fir  ft 
time,  the  tefticles  were  not  yet  come 

down 


t 
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down  into  the  fcrotum,  but  fince  he  has 
obferved  them  there. 

Mr.  Mertru,  furgeon  at  Paris,  has  pub-  ixth^ob- 
lifhed  in  the  Mercure  de  France  for  theonano- 

month  of  February  of  this  year  1750,  t^^ken  for 
defcription  of  the  parts  of  the  body  of  oneanher- 
named  Michel- Anne  Drouart,  aged  about  ^^hr0 
fixteen,  bom  at  Paris,  in, the  Fauxbourg 
St.  Marceau.  The  hate  of  this  young 
man,  to  whom  M.  Mertru  afcribes  the 
character  of  hermaphrodite,  leaves  no  doubt 
of  the  fpecies  of  his  fex,  fince  he  is  in 
London,  where  he  arrived  four  or  five 
months  ago.  The  difficulty  of  finding 
the  caufe  of  the  fudden  change  of  his 
Rate,  will  juftify  my  filence.  His  coun¬ 
tenance,  his  voice,  his  corpulence,  the  pro¬ 
portion  of  his  limbs,  denote  very  diftindtly 
the  male  kind.  He  is  a  lad,  who,  for  his 
age,  is  well  built,  but  ill-formed  in  the 
parts  of  generation  of  a  man,  which  are 
the  only  ones  he  has.  Nature,  indeed, 
feems  to  have  forgot  herfelf  in  the  con¬ 
formation  of  the  penis ;  for  thoJ  of  the 
natural  bulk,  fize,  and  figure,  yet  it  is 
unperforated  and  bent  downwards,  being 

forced 
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forced  to  take  that  turn  by  a  fold  of  the 
fkin,  which  extends  from  its  root  to  the 
frenum :  but  as  nature  rarely  lofes  on  one 
hand,  but  the  gains  on  the  other,  Ihe  has 
formed  for  herfelf  a  way  at  the  root  of  the 
penis  for  the  difcharge  of  the  urine  and 
other  excretions,  We  may  compare  this 
aperture  to  the  meatus  urinarius  in  women  : 
if  there  is  any  difference,  it  is  only  in  the 
exterior  figure  of  this  orifice,  in  that  it 
forms  a  fort  of  excrefcence,  compofed  of  a 
fimple  fold  of  the  fkin,  which  is  of  a  fe- 
milunar  figure ;  this  fold  forms  a  cavity 
about  three  lines  in  depth,  and  admits  the 
extremity  of  the  little  finger  to  lodge  in  it ; 
it  terminates  almoft  at  all  the  circumfer¬ 
ence  of  the  meatus  urinarius,  and  has  the 
figure  of  a  funnel.  On  removing  the  two 
fides  of  this  excrefcence,  we  oblerve  in  the 
inferior  part  a  very  delicate  folding,  but  in 
which  we  found  nothing  to  characterize 
the  fourchette ;  this  part  forms,  in  young 
women  efpecially,  who  have  had  no  chil¬ 
dren,  a  perfeft  crefcent,  and  ‘raifed  much, 
which  does  not  appear  in  this  fubjeCt.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  fort  of  funnel  I  menti¬ 
oned,  I  find  a  fmall  nipple  (as  Mr.  Mertru 
i  remarks) 
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remarks)  but  to  us  it  appeared  to  be  ano¬ 
ther  vice  of  conformation :  it  is  placed 
over-againfl:  the  urethra,  and  makes  the  jet 
of  urine  forked.  The  abfence  of  the  tefti- 
cles,  in  the  two  divided  portions  of  the 
fcrotum,  holds  ftill  to  this  day ;  but  their 
exiftence  is  for  that  not  the  lefs  certain, 
lince  the  fubjed  has  evacuations  of  femi- 
nal  matter,  of  the  fame  confidence  and 
colour  with  that  of  a  man  of  his  age,  in 
confequence  of  the  eredions,  which,  by 
his  own  confeffion,  procure  him  the  enjoy¬ 
ment  of  the  lex.  The  want  of  tefticles  in 
the  fcrotum,  is  a  defed  common  to  a  good 
many  men,  which  hinders  not  their  hav¬ 
ing  a  great  deal  of  vigour ;  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  they  are  much  more  able  for  gene¬ 
ration,  on  account  of  the  heat  in  which 
thefe  organs  are  kept*.  I  have  on  this  fubjebt 
a  memoir  both  ufeful  and  inter efiing ,  which 
1  purpofe  to  publijh  foon.  As  to  the  menfes, 
they  have  not  hitherto  appeared,  and  no¬ 
thing  can  make  me  believe  they  ever  can. 

We  reckon  then  by  this  report,  that 
the  fubjed  in  queftion,  is  a  lad  ill-formed 

in 

*  This  manner  of  fpeaking,  though  improper#  ceafe 
not  to  be  underftood, 
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in  his  genital  parts,  and  incapable  of  ge« 
Xth  oh-  neration.  The  memoirs  of  the  academv 

dervation.  -  .  r  _  .  .  J 

Afubjea  or  lciences  of  raris,  make  mention  of  a 

themenfe *°rt  of  creature  much  more  Angular,  and 
come  out  whofe  fex  appears  to  me  difficult  to  deter- 

by  the 


penis. 


mine. 


In  figure  and  body,  in  -grofs,  it  refemb- 
led  a  girl :  it  was  baptized  by  the  name 
Margaret.  The  confirmation  of  the  natu¬ 
ral  parts  was  fuch,  that  no  vagina  appear¬ 
ed  j  there  were,  however,  two  lips,  which 
charaderifed  only  the  part  of  the  woman. 
From  between  thefe  lips  there  iflued  forth 
a  pretty  long  penis,  about  eight  inches  in 
length,  when  in  a  ftate  of  eredion  ;  it  was 
well  formed,  but  without  any  preputium. 
There  was,  befides,  no  appearance  of  tefti- 
cles ;  the  urine  and  femen  iflued  out  as  in 
a  man,  through  the  canal  of  the  urethra 
but  what  was  more  extraordinary,  the 
menfes  pafied  regularly  every  month  thro’ 
the  fame  canal. 


Irvatbr,".  1  conclude  with  the  following  obferva- 
An  her-  tion  ;  it  muft  be  confidered  here  as  out  of 

dke  of°a  its  P'ace  =  its  Angularity  might  entitle  it  to 


very  pe¬ 
culiar  fort. 


2 
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be  ranked  under  the  fpecies  of  perfedf  her¬ 
maphrodites  :  but  as  the  perform  who  is 
the  fubjedl  thereof,  never  had  any  chil¬ 
dren,  and  as  there  is  no  proof  it  ever  begot 
any,  this  might  be  .  made  a  handle  of  to 
charge  us  with  being  inclined  to  decide 
too  lightly.  The  readers  therefore  will  be 
left  at  liberty  to  give  to  this  fubjedl  what 
charadter  they  fhall  judge  to  fuit  befl  to  it. 

The  obfervation  is  owing  to  M.  Gallay, 
furgeon  of  Gargenville  near  Mantes  in  Nor¬ 
mandy,  who  has  fubmitted  it  to  the  judg¬ 
ment  of  the  academy  of  furgery  of  Paris. 

On  tiie  27th  of  March  1740,  being, 
fays  he,  at  the  village  of  Iffou  near  Mantes, 
I  learned  they  were  to  bury,  that  very  day, 
a  woman  who  had  palled  for  an  herma¬ 
phrodite  5  I  arrived  at  the  moment  they 
were  about  to  convey  the  body  into  the 
earth.  I  begged  of  the  hufband  to  allow 
me  to  examine  her,  which  he  granted,  on 
condition  I  fhould  not  open  her.  The  na¬ 
tural  parts  appeared  to  me  to  confift  of  the 
lips,  the  nymph ai,  &c.  At  the  fuperior 
angle  or  the  great  chink,  where  the  clitoris 

ill  011  Id 
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fhould  be,  there  was  a  well-conditioned 
penis,  the  glans  was  proportional,  and  co¬ 
vered  in  part  with  its  preputium,  was  as 
perfectly  crowned  as  that  of  a  man ;  at  the 
extremity  of  this  glans,  there  was  an  ori¬ 
fice,  into  which  I  introduced  a  probe, 
which  entered  quite  into  the  bladder,  from 
which  iftued  out  the  little  urine  it  con¬ 
tained.  This  penis  was  three  inches  fix 
lines  in  length,  and  three  inches  four  lines 
in  circumference.  The  urine  had  no  other 
outlet  than  by  this  canal.  I  difcovered 
no  tefticles,  the  great  lips  Were  the  parts 
which  fhould  naturally  contain  them  ;  the 
vagina  was  placed,  as  ufual,  at  the  infe¬ 
rior  part  of  the  vulva  ;  thither  I  introduced 
my  fingers  5  with  their  extremities  I  felt 
the  orifice  of  the  matrix,  whofe  edges  were 
hard,  and,  as  it  were,  cartilaginous.  The 
hufband  withdrew  for  a  moment;  I  im¬ 
proved  this  time  of  abfence  in  opening  the 
belly,  in  hopes  of  finding  there  the  tefti¬ 
cles  ;  my  expectation  proved  vain,  I  found 
nothing  that  had  any  relation  to  thefe 
parts;  the  ovaries,  the  tub®  fallopian®, 
the  womb,  were  fcirrhous.  The  return 
of  the  hulband  prevented  the  carrying  any 
farther  my  curiofity.  There  is  room  to 

believe.* 

.  # 
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believe,  that  the  penis  confined  of  all 
the  parts  neceffary  to  its  adtions,  fince 
the  hufband  allured  me,  that  it  was  of¬ 
ten  in  a  ftate  of  eredtion.  I  could  not 

learn,  whether  in  that  ftate  it  had  ever 
.  .  ' 
difcharged  any  fort  of  feminal  matter. 

As  to  the  reft,  this  woman  had  had 

her  courfes  in  her  youth,  never  had 

had  any  children ;  her  face  was  thick 

fet  with  a  beard,  the  tone  of  her  voice 

was  mannifh* 

1  here  give,  by  way  of  fupplement  toxiniioh- 
thefe  obfervations,  the  hiftory  of  two  her-^^1^ 
maphrodites,  which  are  faid  to  be  of  themaPhr°- 
perfedt  kind.  The  one  was  a  young  lady  carnal11 
of  condition,  the  other  a  Religious  of  the  conin?erce 

,  °  together. 

order  of  St.  Francis,  who  had  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  young  lady’s  confcience,  Lull 
and  the  devil  put  it  into  the  heart  of  the 
monk,  to  join  with  his  penance  a  com¬ 
merce  very  different  from  that  which  his 
profeffion  allowed  of  5  but  he  paid  dearly 
for  his  incontinence,  for  after  a  proper  pe¬ 
riod  he  brought  forth  a  girl,  which  coft 
him  his  life,  through  the  hard  labour  he 
underwent, 

.  *  ;  i 

i 

I  i  The 


rA  Dissertation,  &c* 


The  girl,  who  was  born  of  this  copu¬ 
lation  in  a  town  of  Italy,  where  the  fcene 
of  the  adion  lay,  is  now  adually  living 
at  Paris.  She  has  given  the  hiftory  of  her 
father  and  mother ;  and  the  manufcript, 
which  fhe  purpofes  to  publifh  forthwith, 
is  in  the  hands  of  a  perfon  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance.  The  publick  will  then  judge 
what  place  in  our  differ  tat  ion  this  hiftory 
fhould  occupy.  ^ 

Corrigenda .  In  Page  450,  Line  17,  for  Phyfidan  read 
Lawyer  j  inp*  461*  L  ia  after  Syncope’s,  for  .  put ; 


FINIS . 


At  the  Publi(her?s  of  this,  may  be  had  the  Au¬ 
thor’s  Dijfertation  on  Hernia’s  or  Rup¬ 
tures;  in  which  he  points  out  the  Reme¬ 
dies  proper  for  thefe  Disorders,  and  his  Rules 
for  the  Ufe  of  the  Bandages  invented  by  him 
much  more  fare  and  lighter,  as  alfo  more 
commodious,  than  any  hitherto  invented. 

^  Thofe  who  have  Occafion  to  confult  the 
Author  in  any  chirurgical  Cafes,  may  addrefs 
themfelves  to  him,  at  his  Houfe  in  Martlet * 

Courts  Bow-Street^  Covent-Garden » 

€ 


BOOKS  printed  for  A.  Millar,  oppofite 
to  Catherine-Street,  in  the  Strand, 

i*  \  Difiertation  on  Hernia’s,  or  Ruptures.  In 

XjL  Two  Parts.  I.  Familiar  and  eafy  Inftruc- 
tions  tor  Perfons  afflifted  with  thofe  Difeafes  5  by 
which  they  may  learn  to  diftinguifli  their  own 
Cafes,  palliate  the  Symptoms,  and  promote  the 
Cure.  II.  Two  Memoirs  for  the  Ufe  of  Surge- 
ons  ;  one  concerning  a  Strangulation  of  the  Inter¬ 
lines  by  the  Hernial  Sac  ;  the  other  concerning  the 
Adhefion  of  the  Inteftine  in  Hernia’s.  To  which 
a  Preface,  concerning  the  Improvements  made  by 
modern  Surgery  in  the  Cure  of  Hernia’s,  is  pre¬ 
fixed  ;  and  a  Di&ionary  of  Terms  of  Art,  ufed  in 
the  Diflertation,  is  fubjoined.  By  George  Arnaud, , 
Mafter  of  Arts  and  Surgery,  Member  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  Surgery  at  Paris ,  Demonftrator  in 
the  School  of  St.  Come ,  Surgeon  for  Ruptures,  of 
the  Hofpitals  of  Hotel-Dieu>  the  Invalids,  and  In¬ 
curables,  of  the  City  of  Paris ,  and  of  all  the  Mi¬ 
litary  Hofpitals  in  France .  Tranflated  from  the 
original  MSS.  under  the  Infpedlion  of  the  Author. 

2.  A  Synopfls  of  the  Hiftsry  and  Cure  of  Vene¬ 
real  Difeafes .  From  the  famous  Venetian  Collec¬ 
tion  of  fifty-nine  Writers  upon  this  Subjedf,  pub- 
lillied  in  Latin  by  the  celebrated  Dr.  Boerhaave , 
with  his  Preface  and  Praxis.  The  whole  fully 
and  compendioufly  tranflated  and  methodized  by 
J.  Armftrong \  M.  D.  Wherein  the  Subftance  of 
all  thefe  Writers  is  preferved  in  whatever  is  mate¬ 
rial,  only  by  contracting  Things  of  little  moment, 
and  avoiding  ufelefs  Repetitions.  In  this  Work 
are  particularly  fhewn,  1.  The  Original  and  Pro- 
grefllon  of  fuch  Diftempers  in  the  feveral  Shapes 


BOOKS  printed  for  A*  M  i  lla  r* 

and  Stages  wherein  they  have  appeared.  2.  Pro¬ 
per  Obfervations  and  Remarks  \  comparing,  con¬ 
necting,  and  reconciling,  as  much  as  pofiible,  the 
antient  Practice  with  the  modern,  q.  A  faithful 
Compendium  of  Dr.  Aftruc’ s  New  Treatife  on  the 
V enereal  Difeafe ,  whole  Method  is  excellent,  and 
generally  regular.  Made  Englijh  from  the  Latin 
Original  publifhed  at  Laris  1736. 

3.  Ejfays  Medical  and  Philofophical.  Contain¬ 
ing,  1.  The  Periods  and  Crifes  of  Difeafes.  2.  The 
Specifick  Operations  of  Cathartick  Medicines.  3. 
The  ConftruCtion  and  Graduation  of  Thermome¬ 
ters.  4.  The  Comparifon  of  Thermometers.’  5. 
The  Heating  and  Cooling  of  Bodies.  6.  The  va¬ 
rious  Degrees  of  Heat  in  Bodies.  7.  The  Ways 
of  computing  the  different  Degrees  of  Heat.  8.  Of 
the  Heat  of  the  Air.  9.  The  comparative  Heats 
of  the  Sun,  Earth,  Planets,  and  Comets.  30.  The 
Degrees  of  Heat  in  Animals,  j  1.  The  preterna¬ 
tural  Heats  of  Animals.  12.  The  Heats  of  Wa¬ 
ters,  Oils,  and  Salts,  according  to  their  Fluidity' 
and  Confiftency.  13.  The  melting  and  fhining 
Heats  of  Metals  and  Minerals.  14.  The  boiling 
Heats  of  liquid  and  melted  Bodies.  By  George 
Martin ,  M.  D.  Honorary  Fellow  of  the  College 
of  Phyficians  at  Edinburgh ,  and  chief  Phyfician  to 
the  Forces  in  the  Expedition  under  Lord  Cathcart. 

4.  Georgii  Martinii,  M.  D.  de  Similibus  Ani- 
malibus,  &  Animalium  Galore,  Libri  duo. 

5.  De  Re  Medica  Differtationes  Quatuon  An- 
Ctcre  Thom  a  Simfon,  M.  D. 

6.  A  Difcoitrfe  on  the  Plague  \  by  Richard 
Meadj  Fellow  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  and 
of  the  Royal  Society  ;  and  Phyfician  to  his  Ma- 
jetty.  The  Ninth  Edition  corrected  and  enlarged. 
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